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370 students attended the 
LUSU General Meeting, held 
on Thursday February 9th, 
meaning that quoracy was 
met. At least 200 students 
must vote for a motion in or-
der for it to pass, and this was 
the first time in three years 
that quoracy has been met, 
Vice President (Events and 
Democracy) Olly Trumble 
told the room.

Due to the overwhelming 
turn-out, Trumble - who was 
chairing the event - proposed 
to move the three motions up 
on the agenda, above the Full 
Time Officer (FTO)’s reports. 
This was met with complete 
agreement by the room.

The University’s Business 
Process Review (BPR) was 
the first point of discussion, 
and the reason that many 
people were in attendance. 
Vice President (Academic) 
Alex Carlin took to the stand 
to make his summation. The 
BPR is looking to make finan-

cial savings, primarily by fo-
cusing on administration at 
Lancaster University. Carlin 
stressed that these ‘financial 
savings’ were “unknown” and 
that the BPR Steering Com-
mittee had failed to share im-
portant information with the 
rest of the University.

Carlin felt that it was “dif-
ficult to believe and trust in 
the agenda” of the BPR and 
urged those in attendance to 
vote in favour of the motion 
to halt the BPR so that it may 
be scrutinised and evaluated 
properly.

Nobody spoke against the 
motion. However, PhD stu-
dent Chris Witter did propose 
two amendments to the mo-
tion.

The motion included “an 
independent board from 
within the institution” that 
would aid in evaluating the 
BPR. Witter proposed that 
administrative staff were part 
of this board, particularly as 
they understand the adminis-
trative process “the best” and 
that is in their “best interests” 

as their jobs are at stake un-
der the BPR. The amendment 
was voted in favour of by the 
meeting.

He also proposed an 
amendment that what-
ever the results of the scru-
tiny there would be no 
further centralisation of de-
partmental administration; 
this amendment was also 
met with agreement from the 
meeting.

A senior associate lecturer 
from the University of Cum-
bria (UCUM) and Post-Grad-
uate student at Lancaster 
also stood up and urged the 
room to vote in favour of the 
motion. He expressed that 
a similar review had taken 
place at UCUM and it had re-
sulted in negative effects for 
the student experience and 
the community at the univer-
sity. He further stressed that if 
it had not worked at a smaller 
university like UCUM then it 
would not work for Lancaster.

The majority of the room, 
and over 200 students, voted 
in favour of the motion and it 

was passed.
The second motion, a 

referendum on the rights of 
Associate Membership, was 
proposed by Aaron Spence 
on behalf of an Associate 
Member. Associate Members 
include continuing educa-
tion students, students on 
short courses, students on 
placements or years abroad, 
Summer University and Sum-
mer Programme students, 
students at associate institu-
tions or colleges of the Uni-
versity, intercalating students, 
students enrolled with Study 
Group International, and all 
members and employees of 
the University. They are not 
allowed to attend general 
meetings and are unable to 
vote or run in any LUSU elec-
tions.

Spence proposed the mo-
tion that this system was re-
viewed and that Associate 
Members would be able to 
have equal rights to full-time 
members of the University. 
This would mean that stu-
dents on placements or years 

abroad, for example, would 
be able to run in elections 
and hold officer positions 
even if they were not in at-
tendance at the University 
during that year.

The motion was not, how-
ever, to change this immedi-
ately but rather to put it to a 
referendum that the student 
body could vote in during 
Week Eight of Lent Term.

This was met with discus-
sion by the room. George 
Gardiner, LUSU President, 
spoke against the motion 
stating that although he did 
agree with the accessibility  
argument he felt that the Uni-
versity should be encourag-
ing international campuses 
to establish their own stu-
dents’ unions. The newly an-
nounced Guandong campus 
in China is already in discus-
sions about representation, 
said Gardiner.

This was met with  
discussion by the floor. Ste-
phen Smith, LUSU Campaigns 
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LUBDS raise close to £2000 
for Cancer Research UK

Second placed Danny McGuire and Sally Naylor. Photo by Jay Theis

Hattie Webster

The first weekend of 
March, Week Seven, will see 
the return of the Red Ros-
es Business Weekend, an  
annual business competi-
tion hosted by Lancaster 
University which provides 
the opportunity for teams 
of four to compete against 
other universities in an effort 
to create innovative busi-
ness ideas which could im-
prove problems within the  
developing world.

The weekend aims to 
encourage students to  
present a “world changing 
idea to empower a develop-
ing country to help itself and 
overcome its problems” ex-
plained Julius Kaknevicius, 
chairperson of Lancaster 
University’s Management 
School Association (LUMSA), 
when commenting on the 
success of the competition 
last year.

Organised by students 
from Lancaster Univer-
sity’s Management School 
(LUMS) societies, the annual  
challenge has been spon-
sored by some of the most 
prestigious employers in the 
world including Saatchi and 
Saatchi, IBM and Accenture, 
proving as a great opportu-
nity for students to network 
amongst the big companies.

Guests from these enter-
prises, including Matt Kan-
deal of Saatchi and Saatchi, 
will provide inspirational 
talks to all participants and 
will be present at the net-
working dinner on the Satur-
day night, as well as acting as 
judges during the competi-
tion.

Ideas from last year were 
varied, including an internet 
platform in order to enable 
citizens of Libya to exchange 

ideas and create democracy, 
and an attempt to improve 
the Republic of Mali’s literacy 
ratings through self-adjusted 
glasses.

Despite representative 
teams from elite business de-
partments from universities 
which include Cambridge, 
Durham and Imperial Col-
lege London, the wild-card 
team from Heriot-Watt Uni-
versity took the £1000 prize 
and trophy, with their initia-
tive of “cutting the khat” as a 
way to improve the water 
supply of Yemen.

The competition is di-
vided into several tasks, each 
covering different areas of 
business as a test and a way 
to demonstrate the versatility 
of the teams. These tasks will 
be prepared by the sponsor-
ing companies to whom the 
participants will present their 
results. This day will then be 
celebrated by a networking 
dinner and a taste of Lancas-
ter’s nightlife.

Hannah Husthwaite, on 
the student organisation 
body, stressed that the week-
end is not just “exclusive to 
business and management 
students” adding that the 
event is “a fantastic way to 
boost your CV, and is an ideal 
chance to meet others from 
alternative business schools 
in a challenging and stimu-
lating environment.” Along 
with this, the weekend pro-
vides a chance to establish 
invaluable connections.

Applications can be made 
through http://redrosebusi-
nessweekend.co.uk/ from 
February 6th-17th. Teams 
should apply collectively 
with individual CVs and a 
joint cover letter explaining 
what qualities will help them 
succeed in the Red Roses 
Business Weekend.

Red rose 
returns to 
Lancaster

Natalie Walker

Friday Week 13 saw  
Lancaster University Ball-
room Dancing Society 
(LUBDS) host their annual 
charity showcase in aid of 
Cancer Research UK.

The night was filled with 
performances from LUBDS, 
Lancaster’s dance society 
LUDanS and the University 
of Lancaster Music Society 
(ULMS), as well as a Strictly 
Come Dancing segment 
where campus ‘celebri-
ties’ teamed up with the 
LUBDS exec to dance for the  
audience vote.

“It was a 
phenomenal 
evening”

The winning pair on 
the night was former Post-
Graduate President, Sarah  
Taylor, and LUBDS Vice Pres-
ident, Jack Birkinshaw who 
danced a samba.

Taylor said of the even-
ing: “It was a phenomenal  
evening. Big thanks to 
LUBDS for organising a  
fantastic event and raising 
alot of money for charity. All 
the couples worked really 
hard and everyone last night 
was amazing. I feel very 
proud to be part of such an 
awesome group of dancers.”

“I am so happy to have 
won; it was very unexpect-
ed but feels fantastic” she  
continued, “I would like to 
say a big thanks to my part-
ner Jack Birkinshaw. He 
has been a brilliant partner,  
patient and very support-
ive. Thank you so much to  
everyone who voted for us.”

Former Cartmel Vice-
President Danny McGuire 
and his partner Sally  
Naylor came second with 
their jive. In joint third place 
were LUSU Vice President 
(Media and Communica-
tions), Matt Power and 
his partner Abbey Barra-
clough, for their rock and 
roll, and Olly Trumble, LUSU 
Vice President (Events and  

Democracy), and Emily-
Jayne Nicholls, who danced 
the charleston.

“raising alot 
of money for 
charity”

Other highlights from 
the night included ad-
vanced ballroom perfor-
mances from British Modern  
Sequence champions 
Hannah Roberts and Phil 
Rawcliffe, along with big 
band numbers from ULMS,  
including an impromptu 
performance when a cos-
tume change took longer 
than expected.

The event fell on the 10th 
birthday of Cancer Research 
UK, and by the end of the 
night it was thought that it 
had raised close to £2000 
for the charity from ticket 
sales, a raffle and a bun sale. 
A DVD of the evening will 
also be available for pur-
chase for £5.
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University House will play host to several crucial meetings over the future of a potential partnership. Photo by Meher Gupta

Collaboration plans 
received with caution

last summer after warnings 
of increased competition 
for research-funding and 
the increased globalization 
of Higher Education, per-
suaded Lancaster and Liver-
pool universities to consider 
working together in order to 
preserve their status as top 
academic institutions.

Last July the Joint Strate-
gic Planning group, chaired 
by former Oxford Vice 
Chancellor, Professor Sir 
Colin Lucas, considered the 
issue, while Lancaster as-
sured students and staff that 
these talks were only to dis-
cuss collaboration between 
the two bodies and would 
not result in a merger. Suc-
cessful joint collaboration 
has already been established 
within the Medicine Depart-
ment, Particle Physics and 
Social Sciences.

This White Paper, pub-
lished on January 11th, adds 
a new layer to these discus-
sions, highlighting the pro-
posed plans for cooperation 
between the universities. 
The new paper suggests a 
“bottom-up approach” to 
joint developments, advo-
cating a federal collabora-
tion model where both insti-

tutions retain their separate 
identities and academic 
governance arrangements, 
whilst working together on 
research-led programmes.

This comes after con-
cerns raised by LUSU over 
the previous Green Paper, 
published on September 
19th, which lacked specific 
details, leaving them con-
cerned about the impact of 
the collaboration on Lan-
caster’s standard of teaching 
and student experience.

In an interview with 
SCAN this term, Gardiner 
echoed the Union’s worries 
and spoke of his hope for 
the Planning Group to rec-
ognise the need for a more 
relaxed collaboration with 
Liverpool. He said: “The 
flexibility [of the collabora-
tion] is absolutely important. 
Departments being able to 
proactively go out and seek 
partners from various differ-
ent institutions that are ap-
propriate is a positive thing.”

With his arrival in January 
2012, new Vice Chancellor, 
Professor Mark Smith looked 
to quell concerns surround-
ing the proposed collabora-
tions. He told SCAN: “[the 
collaboration] is a very ‘what 

if?’ strategic discussion, not 
a nuts-and-bolts ‘how do we 
save a little bit of money?’ 
discussion.”

This new paper looks to 
calm nerves across cam-
pus, proposing small-scale, 
dynamic collaborations be-
tween specific departments 
and concerning shared uni-
versity aims. The report fo-
cuses on a united Graduate 
School, a joint global image 
and a combined Lancaster 
Liverpool Research Board 
and stresses the importance 
of preserving the “Lancaster 
brand”.

Gardiner agreed with this 
new line taken by the Plan-
ning Group, telling SCAN: 
“Any sort of top down, al-
most merger style approach 
would threaten Lancaster’s 
independence and the con-
sequences of that would not 
sit well with many.”

After the publication of 
the paper, Lancaster Uni-
versity issued a statement 
confirming the “potential 
partnership” discussed in 
the paper and announc-
ing the formation of “three 
joint project groups on the 
themes of research, a gradu-
ate school and international 

Heidi Nagaitis

Lancaster University 
and the University of Liver-
pool’s plans to collaborate 
have been met with mixed  
reviews after the publication 
of the most recent White  
Paper, outlining specific  
details of the proposed  
partnership.

LUSU President, George 
Gardiner welcomed the clar-
ity of the most recent paper, 
but advised the University to 
be cautious when making 
collaborative decisions with 
Liverpool.

He told SCAN: “This sec-
ond paper is an approach to 
Lancaster’s strategic future 
that is much more welcome. 
It is incredibly sensible to 
evaluate where the Universi-
ty wishes to be in the future 
and a timeline that encour-
ages wide involvement is 
definitely a step in the right 
direction.

“However, Student sat-
isfaction and the quality 
of academic experience is 
something that the Univer-
sity should always keep at 
the forefront of decision 
making.”

The process, established 

activity to examine the ben-
efits/drawbacks of further 
collaboration in each area.”

The University issued a 
statement stating that fur-
ther consultation is planned, 
in order to collect the views 
of staff, students, alumni and 
external partners about the 
proposed collaboration. The 
views of Faculty Policy and 
Resources Committees will 
be considered, along with 
those of the Trades Union 
and Students’ Union. A time-
table for these talks is also 
promised, allowing bodies 
like the Senate and Council 
to play a central role in dis-
cussions.

Gardiner commented that 
decisions will not be made 
without student’s views be-
ing acknowledged, “LUSU 
will be ensuring that there 
is student participation at 
every possible level [of the 
decision-making process]” 
he said, “A formal submis-
sion will be made in sum-
mer, following engagement 
with reps and students as 
well as the Liverpool Guild 
of Students.”

A decision on the collab-
orations will be reached by 
September 2012.
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Some of the Furness netball team. Photo provided by Furness Netball Club

Khairil  Zhafri

Lancaster University 
will be, for the second 
time running, hosting the  
national University Brass Band  
Championship on Saturday, 
Week 15 (February 18th).

13 university brass bands 
will be competing for the 
championship title as well as 
awards for best march and 
best soloist.

“Some of the highlights 
will include Brass United, a 
joint band from the Royal 
Northern College of Music 
and Manchester University 
who were last year’s win-
ners and are comprised of 
some of the finest young 
brass players in the world,” 
said Christopher Osborn, 
one of the officers of the  
championship organising 
committee.

He added, “The  
soloist prize is always hotly  
contested with some  
virtuoso playing from many 

top players. Marks are 
awarded for both musical 
ability and entertainment 
value [which] leads to some  
extraordinary perfor-
mances including Hud-
dersfield’s rendition of 
‘Bohemian Rhapsody’  
complete with singers and 
fake Freddie Mercury mous-
taches last year.”

Each of the participat-
ing bands will take the 
stage in Lancaster’s Great 
Hall and perform for 25  
minutes. The Bangor Univer-
sity brass band will open the  
championship which will 
start at 9.30am. Throughout 
the day other university brass 
bands, including those from 
Southampton, Oxford, York, 
Birmingham, Edinburgh and 
Cambridge will take part in a 
series of performances.

Last year’s champion, 
Brass United will deliver the 
closing performance with 
an original composition 
called “Lord of My Youth”, fol-

lowed by the declaration of  
winners. “Lord of My 
Youth” is written by Marcus  
Venables from Toronto, 
Canada. The piece was se-
lected for the championship 
through a competition in 
September 2011 which had 
received 22 entries from all 
over the world.

The performances are 
open to the public and  
general admissions costs 
£5 for adults. There will 
be free admissions for  
children under 12 years old.  
Tickets to the show, which are  
currently on sale on the 
event website (unibrass.
co.uk), will also be available 
at the event.

The championship, which 
was first held in Febru-
ary 2011 in Lancaster, saw 
the host finish in seventh 
place out of 12 participating 
bands. The Lancaster brass 
band is hoping to break into 
the top five at this year’s  
championship.

University to 
host brass band 
championship 

Heidi Nagaitis

Furness Netball team will 
be out in force this month, 
raising much needed funds 
for their up and coming 
sports tour.

On April 9th, the girls 
will travel to Lloret de Mar, 
a “dedicated sports town”  
located in the Southern part 
of the Costa Brava, Spain, for 
six days of sun, sea, sand and 
netball.

As the smallest college, 
Furness’ netball team has 
impressed many, coming 
second in last term’s College 
League.

Captains of the  
Furness netball squads,  
Immie Birchall and  
Emily Pollitt, have been  
incredibly proud of the 
teams and their recent  
success. 

Pollitt, Captain of the B 
team, told SCAN: “It’s been 
brilliant to see how well 
the girls have played; both 
teams have really improved 
and managed to climb up 
the league tables.”

Birchall, Captain of the 
A squad, added: “I have to 
say, Furness netball is one 
of the strongest squads on  
campus this year. This is the 
first time Furness has been 
able to take our girls on tour, 
one that they truly deserve 
but this tour will only be 
possible with the help of the 
university student body, so 
please help our fundraising 
efforts.”

Since October 2011, the 
squad has had a record  
number of girls joining the 
team, allowing the groups to 
work harder and challenge 
the other colleges.

Symi Jackson, Sports  
Secretary and tour organiser, 
told SCAN: “Looking back 
at the history of Furness  
Netball it is remarkable to 

think that only a few years 
ago we struggled to form 
a team, let alone a squad 
of 35 women. The ethos 
of the team is one which 
the ladies, Furness College, 
and our university should 
be proud of. It will be an  
absolute pleasure to take the 
girls on Tour this Easter.”

“this tour 
will only 
be possible 
with the 
help of the 
university 
student 
body”

Vice-Captain of the 
A team, Lauren Heaven  
commented: “All of the 
girls involved in Furness 
Netball are extremely  
dedicated and professional 
and, aided by the new netball  
dresses we’ve received due to  
sponsorship, we’ve had 
so much fun. I know  
Furness netball squad will be  
fantastic representatives for 
Lancaster University in Spain 
this year.”

The girls have been busy 
planning various events 
to publicise their up-com-
ing tour. Ella Whittlestone,  
Publicity Officer for the tour 
told SCAN: “In the months 
leading up to the tour a  
variety of fundraising events 
will take place. From cake 
sales to Sainsbury’s bag 
packing, the Furness girls 
will be out in force rais-
ing money to make this an  
unforgettable, worthwhile 
tour. Look out for posters!”

Furness 
fundraise 
for a taste of 
Spain
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Impact is the name of 
the game
Emma Nelson

Despite much empha-
sis being placed on the  
Management School 
in terms of business  
collaborations and  
employability prospects, 
the University’s Deputy 
Vice Chancellor Professor  
Robert McKinlay, and 
Pro-Vice Chancellor  
(Research) Professor Trevor  
McMillan, stressed business  
collaboration projects  
being undertaken across all  
faculties, in particular the 
Faculty of Science and  
Technology (FST).

The criterion of  
research impact is seen as  
particularly central, 
which it has been argued  
places subjects such as the 
Arts and Humanities at a  
disadvantage.

In a recent interview with 
SCAN, Professor McMillan 
told SCAN that “we’re clearly 
very keen, for example, on  
increasing the links between 
our students and businesses 
in terms of employabil-
ity,” pointing out that this is 
not only done through the  
Management School as has 
been suggested in recent 
SCAN Comment articles.

“[LUMS] is one area but  
certainly in terms of  
[finance] it’s actually  
Science and Technology that 
would be the main links, and 
that’s right across Science 
and Technology,” he said,  
highlighting that there 
are “some very important  
initiatives in InfoLab21 and 
LEC [Lancaster Environment 
Centre].”

McMillan placed great 
importance on the impact 
of the University’s research, 
and did not limit this to FST 
and Lancaster University 
Management School (LUMS).

He said “the current  
Research Excellence  
Framework that we’re  
working towards in two 
years’ time is bringing out 
stories across the whole 
University where our  
academics are having a 

real impact on the outside 
world.”

“high quality 
research 
with impact” 
and “high 
quality 
student 
experience”

“Not necessarily on  
business,” he added. “You’ve 
got to work through the idea 
that it’s not only economic 
impact, it’s social impact 
and everything else.”

Faculty Director for  
Business Partnerships 
and Enterprise in Science 
and Technology Dr Mark  
Bacon also raised this point,  
saying that the University 
has a “mission as a public 
body established for pub-
lic good,” and placing great  
importance on the wider 
social impact of Science and 
Technology.

On the question of 
whether such a model put 
students in the Faculty of 
Arts and Social Science 
(FASS), for example, at a  
disadvantage, McMillan said: 
“They certainly shouldn’t 
feel undervalued in terms of 
those sorts of views of the 
world.”

Professor McKinley  
observed that the foci of 
the University are governed 
“to an alarming extent, not  
totally – by sixteen- and  
seventeen-year olds and 
their mums and dads and 
aunties and uncles [in terms 
of what’s they’re applying 
for].”

“Applications to the 
Management School from 
Home/EU have zoomed up, 
Science and Technology are 
more or less holding their 
own which is fantastic, and 
Arts and Social Science ones 
have gone down,” he added.

This argument to some 
extent explains any sense of 
institutional bias.

Collaboration with  
business is a large factor 
in both InfoLab21, home 
of Computer Science at  
Lancaster, and Lancaster 
Environment Centre (LEC), 
contributing to the fact 
that around 70% of funded  
research at the Univer-
sity is undertaken within 
Science and Technology  
departments at Lancaster.

Dr Bacon told SCAN that 
60% of this is collabora-
tive research with busi-
ness and other science and  
engineering users.

The faculty website 
lists various business  
connections including 
the  Centre of Hydrology &  
Ecology, the NHS, Microsoft, 
BT Labs, Shell, Unilever and 
Toshiba.

Also according to the 
website, the LEC “place over 
30 postgraduate students 
each year into a wide range 
of businesses.”

60% of 
research is 
collaborative

Bacon told SCAN how 
the ‘business partnership 
and enterprise strategy’ is  
comprised of two main  
objectives, “high qual-
ity research with impact” 
and “high quality student  
experience”, but then also 
asks “how can student  
experience be improved by 
relations with business.”

He described the  
faculty as “taking the mission 
of working with business, 
once seen as third stream, to 
the mainstream, in terms of  
ensuring our partnerships 
with business help us to 
deliver our ambitions for  
research and training.”

He also pointed out 
to SCAN the “Business  
Partnership Managers”  
within the faculty, who 

work with business partners 
to develop both research  
partnerships and new  
opportunities for teaching.

Bacon also high-
lighted that Science and  
Technology departments 
help students to obtain 
“paid internships to work 
over the summer,” as well as  
raising the point that  
“placements at  
undergraduate and  
postgraduate level as part 
of the degree” are also  
available across many  
degree schemes.

Students are also  
encouraged to engage 
in projects, where Bacon  
highlights the “impor-
tance of students doing  
something as a 
real value for the  
company,” as well as the  

importance of “raising 
awareness” for students 
in terms of the business  
environment, so that both 
parties benefit.

“FASS 
certainly 
shouldn’t 
feel  under-
valued” 

Therefore, it seems 
that Science and Tech-
nology also have various  
business links and placement  
opportunities. Although it 
seems that knowledge of 
these connections varies 
across the student body, 

InfoLab21. Photograph by Meher Gupta

Special Coverage
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Holly Sutton

Lancaster University’s 
LUMS is a world-ranked  
Management School, and 
is consistently ranked 
amongst the top five in 
the UK.  As global higher  
education is more  
competitive than ever, 
it is a very success-
ful achievement that our  
Management School  
features so highly in the 
league tables.

Within the faculty, there 
are a large number of  
connections to some of the 
UK’s biggest businesses, 
throughout the different  
degree schemes that are on 
offer.  But just how beneficial 
are these connections, and 
how supported do LUMS 
students feel?

The Management 
School and Lancaster  
University in gen-
eral, are always  
looking to increase their 
connections between  
students and businesses in 
terms of employability LUMS 
is one of the main ways,  
financially, that this is  
possible.  

At the recent  
careers day, organised by the 
Centre for Employability, En-
terprise and Careers  (CEEC) 
in October 2011, there were 
a high number of compa-
nies that were specifically  
interested in recruiting  
students with a business  
degree. Students who 
showed an interest in these 
companies were told that 
most would accept any  
degree discipline.  Some of 
these companies included 
Astrium, Expro Connectors, 
Philips Electronics, Rolls 
Royce and Sky.  LUMS are 
also always hosting sessions 
where Lancaster students 
from any faculty are able to 
go and discuss their future 
career plans.

Jenni Nowell, a third-

year Lancaster University  
student, is currently  
doing a placement at the  
Management School. 
She said, “The  
Management School 
is a great place to 
work and study.” 
Concerning her placement, 
she said: “I found them 
very helpful when finding 
my placement and a lot of  
support was given. 

“Working with 
IEED, I find the  
department forthcoming 
in helping me advance my 
dissertation outline from an 
academic view.”

“A large 
number of  
connections 
to some of 
the UK’s 
biggest 
businesses”

Lancaster differs from 
many business schools 
as it offers a wide range 
of specialist Masters  
Programmes, including 
graduate MBA recruitment, 
placements and internships.

More on the University’s 
collaborations with busi-
ness and the politics of re-
search funding can be found 
via the Special Coverage 
pages of SCAN Online. This 
includes Rachel Stafford’s 
analysis of the Management 
School’s relationship with 
the University, addressing  
concerns such as those 
in Paul Hannah’s recent  
Comment article ‘Arts  
Students are Second-Class 
Citizens’.

Careers 
fairs attract 
Management 
students

as Nuclear Engineering 
student, Yasar Sheikh, told 
SCAN: “We do have different 
companies that come over 
to encourage us to join their 
companies” which he adds 
“are very helpful as they 
help you choose the aspect 
of engineering you want to 
have as a career. 

”Similarly, Biology  
student, Fin, said that he had 
not heard of any business  
connections within the 
faculty, but his friend’s  
tutor “was helping her get 
a placement in the campus 
labs over the summer.”

The ‘Theme Based’  
strategy for business  
partnerships in FST is 
led by Dr Bacon and also  
benefits students, working by  
splitting the faculty into 
themes rather than the six 

different departments.

“it’s not only 
economic 
impact, 
its social 
impact and 
everything 
else”

He points out that  
although a certain theme 
may be more aligned to 
a certain department, 
the expertise from other  
departments are also  
heavily integrat-
ed, and the overall  

strategy is “more effective 
if you collaborate across  
different disciplines.”

The Science and  
Technology website 
states that “our enterprise  
activities are organ-
ised across seven key  
interdisciplinary themes 
which build on disciplinary 
excellence and provide  
natural points of  
collaboration” follow-
ing Bacon’s description of 
the themes as a “faculty  
strategy for business  
engagement”. The themes 
consist of Advanced  
Manufacturing, Energy,  
Environment, Health &  
Human Development,  
Information and Com-
munication Technology,  
Quantum Technology and 
Security. 

InfoLab21. Photograph by Meher Gupta
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Lancaster University will 
be playing host to the tenth 
annual British Shakespeare 
Association Conference 
from February 24th until the 
26th this term.

The university will  
welcome academics,  
artists, musicians and  
publishers from across the 
globe to celebrate the many 
works of the English play-
wright.

Alison Findlay, Profes-
sor of Renaissance Dra-
ma at Lancaster, and her  
colleagues in the English 
Department, Liz Oakley-
Brown, Hilary Hinds and  
Eleanor Rycroft, along with 
a great team of student  
helpers have been  

working hard to en-
sure that the  
convention is a success.

Professor Findlay told 
SCAN: “The experience has 
been exhausting but exhila-
rating, I find Shakespearean 
drama fascinating and there-
fore I’m honoured that Lan-
caster has been chosen to 
hold such a prestigious con-
ference.”

This years’ event, entitled 
“Shakespeare Inside-out: 
Depth/Sur face/Meaning,” 
seeks to explore the draw of 
literature through objects, 
performance space and 
emotion, altering our under-
standing of plays and poetry 
by focusing on a variety of 
works by William Shake-
speare.

“The conference 

programme is very  
exciting, including lectures by  
prominent speakers,  
Professor Jean E.  
Howard (Columbia Univer-
sity) and Cicely Berry (Mem-
ber of the Royal Shakespeare  
Company) among others” 
explained Findlay. “Work-
shops and seminars will also 
take place alongside perfor-
mances of ‘Much Ado About 
Nothing’ staged at Lancaster 
Castle and a performance of 
‘Love Labour’s Lost’ at the 
Duke’s theatre in Lancaster.”

Due to the prominent 
profile of the conference, 
a number of Shakespear-
ian events, in association 
with the Duke’s theatre, will 
also be taking place in the  
local area. This includes an  
exhibition of paintings, 

inspired by ‘The Tem-
pest’, by Alan O’ Cain, an  
ex-graduate of the  
History department, allowing  
everyone in Lancaster to 
have a taste of Shakespeare.

“The 
experience 
has been 
exhausting 
but 
exhilarating”

Findlay highlighted 
the significance of the  
conference to the University 
community.

“The conference is a 
wonderful opportunity to 
showcase the talents of 
staff and students at Lan-
caster University. Both Post-
graduate and Undergradu-
ate students, speaking or  
helping at the event, will have 
the chance to discuss their 
own work and aspirations 
with experts in the field of  
Shakespeare studies” she 
said.

Findlay also hopes that 
Lancaster staff and students 
will also be able to attend 
the opening and closing  
plenary lectures held on 
campus by academics  
Andrew Gurr and Jean 
Howard. She urges anyone 
that wishes to attend these 
lectures to e-mail her at: 
a.g.findlay@lancaster.ac.uk.

All the world’s a stage at 
Lancaster  
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Student 
Councillor 
dispute resolved
Jonnie Critchley
Assistant Editor 

Lancaster University 
has now recommended to 
its own Council that the  
nomination of Council-
lor Paul Aitchson to sit on  
Council be accepted, months 
after he was elected as Labour  
Councillor for the  
University Ward on  
Lancaster City Council.

Cllr Aitchson, a Lancas-
ter University student, was  
elected at a meeting on 
15th June 2011, but as SCAN  
reported in October 
of that year there was  
controversy as  
University rules dictated that 
only two students may sit 
on Council – the University’s  
primary governing body - at 
any one time.

These elected positions 
are currently filled by LUSU 
President George Gardiner 
and chair of LUSU Council 
Danny Maguire.

On these grounds, the 
University rejected the City 
Council’s nomination of Cllr 
Aitchson.

The disagreement has 
been ongoing, but on  
Friday, 10th February 2012 a  
statement from Univer-
sity Secretary said that “The  
University has  
recommended to its  
Council that it approve the  
appointment of Coun  
Aitchison as a  
member of Council  
until such time as the Privy 
Council makes changes 
to the University Statutes 
to clarify the University’s  
requirements on  
nominations to its Council.”

The statement came 
on the same day as the  
University Council meet-
ing at which Cllr Aitchson’s  
membership was approved. 
This means that, as expect-
ed, Aitchson can serve his 
nomination.

Cllr Aitchson will now 
serve as the City Coun-
cil’s representative on  
University Council for “about 
six months or so,” according 

to Aitken’s statement.
The Lancaster Guardian, 

reporting in November 2011, 
said that “The Council has  
examined the Univer-
sity’s rules but found no  
requirement for its  
representative to be a lay  
person. The University’s  
website also lists its  
representative separately 
from lay members.”

Eight 
months 
since 
Councillor 
Aitchson’s 
election 
to the City 
Council

This has raised  
questions over  ambiguities in 
the  University’s regulations  
regarding who is eligible to 
sit on Council.

Furthermore, Joe 
Wright of the Lancaster  
University Labour Club has  
suggested to SCAN 
that “the University 
Council, as part of the  
negotiations between  
itself and the city council, 
have let slip that they intend 
to change the statutes to  
ensure that only lay  
people will be allowed on the  
council in future. What does 
this say about the university’s  
attitude toward  
students and the  
wider community?”

Whilst the   
statement from the  
University Secre-
tary shows that a  
review of regulations is in 
progress, it also refuted this  
Wright’s sentiment. 

“The University values its 
links to the city and the City  
Council and is pleased that a 
way forward seems to have 
been reached,” it said.

Erin O’Reilly
News Editor

Continued from page 1
 

Cross Campus Officer, felt 
that the motion was “imprac-
tical” stressing that Junior 
Common Room (JCR) of-
ficers would not be able to 
fulfil their roles effectively if 
not present at the Univer-
sity. Others felt that Associate 
Members should still be able 
to run in elections, comment-
ing that if people are aware of 
the candidate they are voting 
for and their location then 
they will still be making an 
informed decision. One stu-
dent, who had been on a year 
abroad, also spoke up about 
the unfairness that they were 
not able to vote in any of the 
elections and therefore had 
no say over the officers that 
were in place upon their re-
turn to the University.

When put to a vote, the 
motion split the room and 
required two hand counts. 
During both counts the mo-
tion was voted in favour of, 
yet failed to gain 200 quoracy, 
and therefore did not pass.

The third motion was per-
haps the most controversial 
of the evening. At this point 
there were 240 still present 
at the meeting. Will Taylor 
proposed the motion to ban 
engineering company BAE 

Systems on campus, stop-
ping arms companies from 
advertising or sponsoring in 
the “Students’ Union, its soci-
eties, sports clubs or events.” 
He also proposed that the 
Students’ Union took a politi-
cal stance on their position in 
relation to arms-related com-
panies.

Taylor gave a summa-
tion about BAE, highlight-
ing their effects worldwide, 
particularly emphasising the 
fact that they “sell weapons to 
over 100 military customers 
around the world including 
countries which the UK For-
eign Office’s ‘Human Rights 
Report’ deems “countries 
of concern” such as Israel, 
Saudi Arabia, Indonesia and 
Pakistan.” Taylor felt that the 
University’s contact with BAE 
systems “legitimises” their ac-
tions and presents them as 
“exiting career opportunities” 
to students.

This motion was met with 
alot of discussion from the 
meeting. Many felt that the 
Union has a duty to students 
to make them aware of all the 
career opportunities available 
to them. Others felt that the 
presence of BAE systems on 
campus had detrimental ef-
fects.

After much discussion, an 
amendment was passed to 
get rid of the majority of the 
‘Resolve’ points in the motion 

and only resolve “to mandate 
the SU to notify the University 
of the SU’s position on arms 
related companies.” This 
amendment was passed.

Taylor felt that it was still 
important for students to 
vote in favour of this motion 
as it meant that the Students’ 
Union would adopt a political 
stance and that some change 
could be made.

Despite this, the motion 
failed to gain quoracy and 
did not pass. There was some 
confusion as it was only at 
this stage in proceedings that 
it was announced that 200 
votes in favour were required 
for a motion to pass.

When speaking about 
the meeting, Alex Carlin, 
LUSU Vice President (Aca-
demic) who proposed the 
motion against the Business  
Process Review was  
extremely pleased. He told 
SCAN that he was “proud of 
the diligence of all the stu-
dents who attended tonight’s 
meeting.”

Attendee Rachel Essex 
commented that she has 
“attended general meet-
ings before and [had] been 
disappointed at the lack of 
students there. It was great 
to see so many students at 
the meeting, showing that 
our students really do care 
about what happens at the  
University.”

Students stand up 
against University

Chris Witter successfully proposing amendments. Photo by Jonnie Critchley
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LIFESTYLE

MP Louise Mensch has recently been attacked by the 
press for claiming to be a feminist. Surely not a bad 
thing I hear you cry, but it wasn’t the feminist label 
that earned her criticism- rather the fact that she was 
fashionably dressed when she claimed it. Mensch’s  
comments inspired an article by Janet Street Porter  
entitled ‘You can’t be a clothes horse AND a feminist’. 
Does this line of thinking reinforce the notion that you 
can’t be fashionable and an intellectual?

Due to my part time job as a make-up sales  
assistant, I encounter this kind of casual snobbery  
often. Every time a customer enquires as to my line of 
study and gives a slow puzzled look upon my reply of 
‘law’, their furrowed brow is a give away to thoughts of 
how knowledge of lipsticks and legislation surely can’t 
cohabit in one mind. Similarly, I worry that my many 
Facebook updates regarding my undying love of a well 
crafted stiletto heel may portray me as somewhat of an 
airhead to my university colleagues.  

It’s somewhat laughable that in our enlightened day 
and age we still think that doctors and professors should 
consign themselves to a uniform of tweed blazers and 
that models and fashionistas should have an IQ smaller 
than their Choo size.

CAN YOU  
BE AN  
INTELLECTUAL 
FAShIONISTA?

Long has been the British tradition that we should 
want people to notice what is in our heads rather than 
what is on our backs, but the two shouldn’t have to be 
mutually exclusive. 

BLOGGING ABOUT 
STILETTOS 
DOESN’T MAKE 
ME AN AIR hEAD

Bring back ‘power dressing’, where one’s  
attire is a message that you are a force to be reckoned 
with both personally and intellectually. Look to role  
models such as the ‘Iron Lady’ herself, as Ms Thatcher once  
famously stated that her beloved strings of pearls and chic  
handbags were ‘non-negotiable’ in her ascent to  
political power. Similarly, Gabrielle ‘Coco’ Chanel,  
famous world over for pioneering fashions, first began 
to design in an attempt to liberate women from the  
oppressive ideals of the day.

Modern-day feminism should be empowering 
women to be who they want to be, think what they 
want to think and to dress however they like.  From 
now on I will remember not to dismiss that outfit 
as too ‘try hard’ for uni, I will slick on my brightest 
lippie and hope that my opinions on crimes against 
humanity will be just as respected as my views 
upon crimes against fashion. After all, maybe our  
sister suffragettes burned their bras 
not just for the cause, but because they 
were soooo not this season’s colour... 
Sophie Taylor

Photo by Reza Vaziri

ThE MIDDLE OF LENT TERM BRINGS WITh IT 
ALL KINDS OF STUDENT STRESSES AND I’M  
GOING TO BET ThAT ESSAY, PROjECT AND A LOVELY 
DISSERTATION WILL PROBABLY BE SITTING RIGhT 
AT ThE TOP OF YOUR PANIC LIST. 

BUT FOR ME, ASIDE FROM ThE OBVIOUS  
ASSIGNMENT AGGRESSION, WONDERING WhEThER 
TO TRY AND FAIL TO GIVE UP ChOCOLATE FOR 
LENT AGAIN IS DEFINITELY COMING IN A CLOSE  
SECOND. ThAT AND DEBATING OVER ThE NUMBER OF  
PANCAKES I CAN LAND ON MY KITChEN CEILING 
NEXT TUESDAY.

SO WhILST I WONDER WhEThER I CAN BATTLE 
IT OUT WITh ThE WISPA IN MY CUPBOARD FOR 
FORTY DAYS AND FORTY NIGhTS, CAROLYNNE  
hAS BEEN INDULGING IN ThE LATEST TRENDS AND 
UNCOVERING ThE BEST  BUNCh OF CAMPUS BANDS 
FOR YOU TO ENjOY.
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LIFESTYLE

Reminiscent of the popular dating programme 
‘Blind Date,’ ITV1’s ‘Take Me Out’ is a Saturday night  
spectacle where viewers witness a condensed and  
unorthodox version of the dating process. Hosted by 
proud Northerner Paddy McGuiness, a selection of  
ladies are dolled up and lined up on stage as a  
mystery man in want of a woman begs for their affections. 
There are usually  three or four success stories per week, 
with only an unlucky few rejected at the podium. The  
premise of the show is simple: “No likey, no lighty!”; 
it’s a light-hearted affair that employs a little of the  
humiliation tactics of ‘The X-Factor’, with a lot of the 
fake tan of ‘The Only Way Is Essex’. 

Image is of course integral to the participants as they 
compete with each other to secure a date. Logically this 
would engender a desire to exhibit your own unique  
appeal, yet several of the contestants seem to  
deliberately exaggerate outdated female stereotypes in an  
attempt to gain attention. This appears to particularly 
be the case this year, as the last two series were such a 
resounding success.

Whilst some may argue that authenticity and  
reality television are mutually exclusive, others may 
feel disheartened that shallow ideals about what 
makes a woman attractive are being endorsed by the  
programme. Many of the women act in a ‘cute’ or ‘ditzy’  
manner, with deliberately no evidence of their intellectual  
ability because they believe their looks are enough - and 
in most episodes this proves to be true. When the choice 
is narrowed down between a bubbly blonde and another 
contestant, the man often chooses the former. 

WhY DO ThE 
GIRLS PLAY  
ThE DITz TO GET 
A DATE?

Arguably the type of men who apply for the show 
are looking for fifteen minutes of fame rather than a 
lasting love affair, thus justifying their fickle criteria. 
What’s more is the deliberate increase in the bosses 
at ITV selecting ‘beautiful people’ for a programme  
dedicated to helping those who are less desirable than most  
people. Those who break the conventional mould some-
what have clearly been chosen for entertainment value to  
account for their place on the show, such as this year‘s 
giggly Graice or eccentric Fleur. This is not to say that 
women are being objectified, as we’re all well aware, both 
genders use cheesy chat-up lines and often appear unin-
terested in a spiritual connection, but diversity on screen 

should be easier to find in the twenty-first  
century, surely? 

Whilst blonde hair, a fortunate bust and 
tanned skin is portrayed as attractive, so 

should a variety of looks and personality types. ‘Take 
Me Out’ makes no claim to be as legitimate as cupid’s 
arrow but it does profess to be a platform for the un-
lucky in love, rather than those likely to turn heads 
easily. It would just be refreshing to appreciate the 
women on the show for their personality and wit, rather 
than poking some fun at their dim and ditzy nature. 
Madie Howard

NO LIKEY
NO LIGhTY!

DISS
DISASTER?

LIFESTYLE

For most final-year students, the dreaded  
dissertation hand-in date is looming, hanging over 
our heads like the proverbial black cloud.  It can be 
hard to think about anything other than sitting in your 
room, or in the library, making like a certain William  
McKenzie and dosing up on energy drinks and pro-
plus and praying that something, anything, will make 
sense: “Is it even a word?  It doesn’t look right!” 

 But, whilst becoming a hermit until May might 
seem like the only possible option for ever getting this 
thing finished, it may actually be helpful to step away 
from your desk; get creative, and find inspiration else-
where.

BEING A hERMIT 
ISN’T YOUR ONLY 
SOLUTION!

An interesting alternative to studying in the Library 
or the Learning Zone can be to find somewhere off-  
campus to study.  Some people may find places such as 
the museum or the Storey Gallery in town to be relax-
ing areas in which to study, or even taking your laptop 
or some books outdoors on some of the rare sunny 
days that we may see in the coming months (prefer-
ably, don’t choose to do this on an overly windy day, 
the Library don’t accept this as an excuse for missing/
weather-beaten books – trust me.). 

If you are lucky enough to have a reading or 
independent study week, take advantage of the 
time that is freed up by having no seminars or  
lectures and wander into town, or even to nearby  
Galgate, and find yourself a personal area of inspira-
tion.   As well as giving you a chance to escape the 
campus bubble, you may be surprised at the inspira-
tion that can be gained simply by changing your sur-
roundings and working in a creative, characterful en-
vironment. Whilst your final year work is undeniably 
important, it is also essential that you remember to 
take a break!  Not only do you deserve it, but having 
a day off from all the hard work will actually do you 
a lot of good.

 Don’t feel guilty about giving yourself some time off, 
it will help you to relax and approach your work with a 
clear head rather than a mind swarming with panic and 
page numbers. Do something that you find helps you to 
de-stress, be it an afternoon’s shopping, a couple of 
hours at the gym, going out for dinner, anything that 
will get you out of your rut and, hopefully, out of the 
house for some much-needed fresh air.

Wherever and whenever you decide to get on with 
your dissertation, remember to try and balance the  
workload with enjoying your final few months at Lancas-
ter, there aren’t many left after all!  So, on that note, before  
I resume my evening with Oscar Wilde and Charles Dickens, 
I wish you (and myself) good luck – we’re going to need it! 
Jennifer Parkes
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DOG IS DEAD
CULTURE EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW

DOG IS DEAD - IT’S NOT ThE MOST CONVENTIONAL 
BAND NAME OUT ThERE, BUT DOG IS DEAD AREN’T  
A PARTICULARLY CONVENTIONAL BAND. 

ThEY SERVE UP DISh AFTER DISh OF jAUNTY 
INDIE-POP TUNES COVERED WITh SMATTERINGS 
OF A VERY zEITGEISTY SAXOPhONE AND DELICATE  
KEYBOARDS, BUT IT’S ThEIR ABILITY TO WRITE 
SONGS WITh A REAL MENACING UNDERCURRENT 
OF MELANChOLY ThAT MAKES ThEM STAND OUT 
(ChECK OUT ‘TWO DEVILS’, ThEIR NEW SINGLE, 
WhICh IS OUT ON ThE 4Th MARCh.)

ThE GROUP, WhO ARE BASED IN NOTTINGhAM, 
hAVE EXPERIENCED A METEORIC RISE TO FAME 
OVER ThE LAST FEW MONThS, IN PART ThANKS 
TO ThEIR APPEARANCE ON ‘SKINS’, BUT ALSO 
BECAUSE OF ThEIR ENERGETIC LIVE ShOW, WhICh 
COMES TO LANCASTER LIBRARY ON MARCh 10Th.

Your new single ‘Two Devils’ is out, can you tell us 
a bit about that?

Yeah, well ‘Two Devils’ is quite a bit darker than 
usual, darker than anything we’ve released before. And 
it’s a newer song of ours too, we only wrote it about a 
month ago but we just got really excited about it and 
decided we’d release it. We thought it might be a good 
excuse to make a really great video too, and see what 
people think of this other side of us, really. But yeah, it’s 
good, it’s a nice little twisted, romantic tale and we’re 
glad to have it out there.

So what’s it like having gone from being a bunch of 
local favourites to a real, well-known band that makes 
fancy music videos so quickly?

Well yeah, it’s been really strange. When we first 
started playing... it was just about getting ready for our 
next shows, which were usually school talent shows 
when we were about 13... and we just thought ‘you 
know, if we just get really good at guitar, then we’ll be 
the best band ever!’ and you never think that a few years 
down the line that you’d get to the stage that we’re at, 
where making these videos is just part of the job. It’s 
really surreal, especially when you realise that you have 
this whole team of people with you, and you’re singing 
your lyrics to them, and you realise that they’re just  
trying to make a really great piece of art with you... 
and you have producers and directors and it’s just  
insane. It really is so different from just being a bunch of  
teenagers with guitars, and the speed that its happened 
at has been crazy too.

WE’VE ALWAYS 
BEEN TRUE 
TO WhAT WE 
WANTED

Your single was played on Huw Stephens’s Radio 
One show the other day, how are you finding mixing 
with all of these taste makers and big figures in the 
radio and music business?

Ah, yeah, Huw’s a really nice guy! We’ve had these 
few people that have just been so important to our  
development who have played us on the radio when 
they definitely didn’t need to play us, they had no big 
record company pressure on them asking them to play 
our songs, we we’re just releasing them ourselves and 
they picked up on it. There’s a few like that and it’s great 
being able to make friends with all these lovely people.

I don’t know if you’d agree with this, but do you 
reckon part of the reason your band has exploded 
in popularity recently has been because you were  
featured on ‘Skins’?

Well yeah, I’d agree actually, we thought it’d 
be a really fun thing to do because it was a totally  
different field to what we’re used to. And it’s really 
weird because we’ll get 100 Facebook posts a day from  
people from Chile and Brazil who have watched this stuff, 
which is really strange, because you don’t realise how 
relevant it’s going to be. I mean I don’t feel like Skins is  
particularly relevant to my life, so I had no idea that 
it’d be so popular to your average ‘Chilean Joe’ or  
‘Brazilian Mike’ or whatever. So it’s very very strange but it’s  
really internationally widened our audience, which is 
great.

I saw you guys on tour with Bombay Bicycle Club 
last year, and they were about to head off to Brazil 
after they’d finished the UK tour, so obviously there’s 
a market for this kind of UK indie music, do you think 
you’ll ever get over to places like that yourselves if the 
audience keeps expanding?

Well we were really jealous of those guys who 
were  jetting off to Brazil when we were off back to  
Nottingham in our tiny little van, but the plan is to get 
as far out as possible in the end. We’ve just done our 
first few European shows which were great, so to get 
to South America and places like that would just be  
incredible. And our bassist/sax-player is originally from 
Chile, so we already have that connection which might 
make it a little easier for us, hopefully!

Good luck with that then! Going back to ‘Skins’ for 
a second, that show is known for being really quite 
musically literate, so what do you think it is about 
your bands sound that has made it resonate so well 
with people right now, in 2012?

Well I think the key with that is that we’ve al-
ways been true to what we wanted to make and we’ve  
never got wrapped up in a trend or a scene or a fad 
or anything like that, because things like that blow up 
as quickly as they appeared. But yeah, it’s been quite 
slow as a result but I think we have a really organic feel  
because of that, so maybe that’s the kind of thing people 
really want right now, I don’t know. But the slow build 
has been worth it.

You’re coming to Lancaster on tour on the 10th 
March - thanks for coming here by the way! - so what 
tracks from the Dog Is Dead discography could you 
recommend to people from Lancaster who may not 
have heard of you?

Ah no problem, we’re looking forward to playing 
here, we’ve been wondering whether or not it’s an actual 
library we’ll be playing in...

It is indeed an actual library, the gigs there are 
great, they just move the bookshelves and bring out 
a whopping sound system and stage in their place... I 
think it’ll really suit your sound actually.

Oh wow, fantastic, we’ll look forward 
to that then! But yeah, going back to your  
question, I don’t think I could single out one track that  
people should listen to, they should just find us on  
YouTube or go to our website and go through every-
thing they can find if they like us. We just our music 
to get heard by as many people as possible, basically. 
Joe Henthorn - Culture Editor
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This Oscar Nominated film is the story of a nine year 
old boy searching New York City for the lock that fits 
a key left to him by his father.  There has been some  
criticism that Extremely Loud uses the 9/11 atrocity in 
order to pull at the heart strings and bring in the big 
bucks, but with audience favourites Tom Hanks and 
Sandra Bullock starring and the wonderful Stephen 
Daldry in the director’s chair this is likely to be at the 
very least an emotional and entertaining watch.

EXTREMELY LOUD & INCREDIBLY CLOSE 
FILM - OUT NOW

EA’s massive snowboard franchise went slightly  
off-piste with its last two releases, but it’s still a  
surprise that a series as good as this hasn’t seen a proper 
update in seven years! The impossibly fun tricks and 
hour-long mountain descents will return, but the biggest  
addition will probably be the new ‘real-life’ mountain 
layouts, which have - rather brilliantly - been pulled from  
NASA’s satellite data and incorporated into the game.

GAME - MARCh 2012
SSX 
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BOOK - OUT NOW 

FILM - OUT NOWFILM - OUT NOWFILM -  OUT NOW

MUSIC, FILM, GIGS & GAMES
COMIN’ ThIS MONTh

ThE MUPPETS
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If you’re an ardent admirer of your mother in law’s 
cuddliest enemy, then you’ll want the definitive biog-
raphy - ‘The Trials and Triumphs of Les Dawson’, the 
third book by radio critic for The Lady magazine, British 
entertainment’s fattest encyclopaedia and former SCAN 
editor Louis Barfe. Expect a frighteningly detailed and 
knowledgeable account of the life of Les Dawson, pos-
sibly the most joyful & loveable comedian ever to have 
stood before a crowd.

LES DAWSON - LOUIS BARFE

ThIS MEANS WAR

Two C.I.A agents fall for the same woman, chaos  
ensues.  Whilst the premise may sound a little infan-
tile it is the humble opinion of this writer that Reese  
Witherspoon is a woman worth raising hell for and 
with the two agents in question being the wonderful  
fast-rising talents of Chris Pine and Tom Hardy this 
might just be a crazy comedy worth a look.  I doubt 
it’s intelligent but come on...it’s Captain Kirk taking on 
Bane!  What’s not to like?

Jason Segel brings The Muppets storming back onto 
the big screen with this hugely successful new outing.  
As The Muppets’ beloved theatre faces the threat of  
closure Kermit, Piggy and the gang must reunite and 
save the day.  All the original songs are written by Flight 
of the Conchords’s Bret McKenzie, who has even picked 
up an Oscar Nomination for his work, and it’s difficult 
to see how any Muppet fan could possibly leave the  
cinema disappointed.

If Daniel Radcliffe seeks to carve out a successful film 
career post-Potter then this is a good place to start.  The 
Victorian ghost story has been sending shivers down the 
spine on the page and in the theatre for many years now 
and it looks very much like this film will do the same.  
Expect many a chill and Radcliffe in a role that isn’t so 
far away from Harry Potter that his fans won’t follow, 
but far enough that he can begin to establish himself as 
a presence in Hollywood.

ThE WOMAN IN BLACK 
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All reviews written by  
Andrew Eccles, Ronnie Rowlands 
and Joe Henthorn (Culture Editor).
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From raucous improvised solos to smooth melodic 
vocality, everyone has heard and can relate to the sound 
of the saxophone. What is a rare experience though is 
seeing players who are able to achieve and appreciate 
the complete capabilities of the instrument. ortunately, 
that rare experience was within reach in this term’s 
Live at LICA programme. As the sweet, crisp sound of a  
soprano saxophone crept into the Great Hall,  
anticipation and excitement filled the room as Lancaster  
University welcomed the Apollo Saxophone Quartet to 
the stage.

Formed at the Royal Northern College of Music 
in Manchester in 1985, the quartet has been highly  
admired on the UK contemporary music scene for 
over 25 years and so it really was a treat to have such  
experience and proficiency come to Lancaster. Although 
the line up has changed slightly throughout the years, 
currently the group consisted of Rob Buckland on  
Soprano, Carl Raven on Alto, Andy Scott on Tenor and 
Jim Fieldhouse on Baritone. 

FOUR FAULTLESS 
MUSICIANS

Back here for the first time since 2005, the group’s 
aim of the evening was to give us a broad overview 
of the six recordings they’d been involved with over 
the years. After the four of them stylishly entered from 
the back of the hall playing their first item “Kaval  
Sviri”, the first half began taking us through a variety of  
colours and textures that saxophones are collectively and  
individually able to produce so well.What was evident 
right from the off was that the group hadn’t picked 
the easiest pieces in the world; overlapping melodies,  
polyphony and syncopation were all dominant features 
across all the pieces, leaving the saxophonists very little 
space to breathe you would imagine.

After an interval spent wondering how on earth they 
could take their virtuosity any further, the audience were 
buzzing when the saxophonists returned to the stage 
to bring us quite a contrasting second half. The main  
focus here was the group’s contribution to the visual 
arts, after being commissioned by Phoenix Arts in 
Leicester in 1998 to write a new series of works for  
silent film. In this half a very unique and experimen-
tal set of music was presented to us, as we sat back 
and enjoyed a comical viewing of Georges Melies’s ‘Trio 
of Cinema Wonders’. The accuracy and live timing of 
the music against the film was outstanding. However, 
it has to be said that titles like ‘The Dancing Pig’ and 
‘The Acrobatic Fly’ had the subject of animal rights  
running through people’s heads, but despite the slightly  
disturbing nature of some of the clips, the music that 
accompanied them was thoroughly entertaining. 

Their final item was Chick Chorea’s  
‘Children’s Songs’; a set of twenty piano miniatures 
of which the group performed seven to the audience’s  
delight. Again, clear imagery was painted here through 
pure clarity of sound and technique that astounded  
everyone so much that the Apollo Sax Quartet was of 
course called back for an encore. The evening was round-
ed up with Will Gregory’s ‘Highlife’ which really summed 
up the energy and passion of this wonderful group of  
musicians.

It would be simply unjust of course to not mention 
the pre concert gift of Nick Webb, a third-year Music 
and History student here at Lancaster. Nick got us all 
in the mood for the evening by firing up some jazz  
standards. His creative improvisatory skills and pas-
sion for the saxophone were enjoyed by all and I’m sure  
everyone would like to wish Nick all the best, for it 
seems he promises to be a real jazz star of the future.

Apollo Saxophone Quartet made a truly inspiring 
evening that had jaws dropping at the amazing expertise 
of four faultless musicians, and I think we can all say 
it was an absolute pleasure to host their performance at 
our university. They really proved that the sound of the 
saxophone knows no musical bounds, and nor do they. 
Steff Brawn

Photo provided by Lancaster Insitute of Contemporary Arts 
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This ambient-pop crossover blends calming, yet  
often achingly poignant, melodies to great effect. Dubbed 
‘the first great album of 2012’ by The Guardian; duo  
Sarah Brown and Christa Palazzolo’s synthesised chords 
layer on an overblown dreamlike setting, pierced by 
their emotive vocals. Just as Thom Yorke once sang “for 
a minute there, I lost myself,” the listener is frequently 
enveloped in cold, dark lamentation. Quite apart from 
standard connotations with the group name Boy Friend, 
the overriding mood is that of dreamy, reflective love-
loss rather than straight up romantic love.

The crux of the album is the blending of synthesised 
chords and distorted guitars, as in its moodiest moments 
Boy Friend seem most evocative. Highlights include 
the title track ‘Egyptian Wrinkle’ and ‘The False Cross.’ 
The latter serves as a worthy emotional climax, with  
accompanying bass guitar deepening the particularly 
haunting chorus. 

This seems a rare example of progres-
sion and variety on the album, as attention may  
potentially wane elsewhere with long stretches of  
minimalism across such short, intermingling tracks. 
Yet this can be viewed as a strength – the listener is 
forced to embrace the calm, unrelentingly beautiful  
ghostliness.

DREAMY AND  
MYSTERIOUSLY 
ORGANIC 

The accompanying birdsong at the start and end of the  
album expresses a classic sense of romanticism,  
helping to construct the hair-standing-on-end quality 
which makes the music so effective. This seems most 
prevalent with the prominent-yet-distorted vocals, 
as focus is placed away from the lyrics and towards 
the visceral heart-wrenching nature of the cries. The  
outcome is an album which feels mysteriously organic, 
to the extent that it could fittingly accompany the BBC’s 
‘Planet Earth’ TV show.

Whether interest is fully sustained, this album  
certainly introduces the duo’s enormous song  
writing potential. But perhaps in future the duo could  
experiment further with guitar driven material to add 
more of a refreshing variety. The punch of the bass  
guitar seems perhaps underused, as its rare  
accompaniment contributes to the deeper, darker and 
more effectively climactic set pieces. 

As an album, ‘Egyptian Wrinkle’ feels a  
little underdeveloped to be staunchly 
labelled as a classic, yet I for one am 
happy to bask in its seductive peace.  
Ryan Bembridge

BOY FRIEND 
ALBUM
REVIEW

 LIVE AT LICA
REVIEW
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OUR DAY  
REMAINS

Long long ago (two years ago to be precise), in 
the magical University of Lancaster, there lived four  
little students named Louise Turner, Holly Francis,  
Lauren Davidson and Hannah Mook. Every day and 
every night, the four would gather and sing in their 
kitchen, and from their mouths came the most dulecet, 
calming sounds ever to flood the campus. After see-
ing that, when in harmony, their voices produced such  
wondrous melodies, they thought; “hey, we might be 
onto something here.”

Thus, Fables was born, and since that inception no 
large-scale campus event has felt complete without a 
twiddly, lavish smattering of strings and harmony. “We 
all love folk music, from Leonard Cohen to Bon Iver to 
Fleetwood Mac,” says Louise, who shares her co-stars’ 
delight in converting pop songs to their favourite genre; 
“We love making non-folky songs folky, it’s really good 
to be able to fit harmonies or ‘twiddly bits’ into songs 
that don’t originally use them, in order to make them 
our own.”

Fables have been folk music’s omnipresent  
campus representative, straddling the bills of every 
large scale event the University has had to offer -  
Extravs, Winter Festival, Campus Destival and  
‘Still Human’, to name but a few. Interested, intrigued, 
induced? Then never fear - SCAN hears that Oxjam, 
The Vagina Monologues and LA1 TV are due for their 
annual folk vaccination. And the moral of this sacred 
tale? Never opt to stay indoors when Fables are in town. 
Ronnie Rowlands

Our Day Remains is another musical project that 
involves Innamorata drummer Jonathan Doyle. Their 
more synth-led sound is not a million miles away from 
the “Pop ‘n’ Roll” approach of his other band, though 
Doyle thinks that it makes songs like ‘Take This Night’ 
and ‘Lights Go Out’ a bit more experimental.

So how is it working with two different bands?  
“Innamorata is very much going right back to my roots, 
whereas ODR I see as much more experimental,” Doyle 
said, “plus it means I get to play many more gigs than I 
would get to do with just one band. It helps that the two 
bands are pretty separate too as they do not encroach on 
each others ‘turf’ too much.”

Doyle also believes having two musical interests  
allows him to stop getting worked up over the academic 
side of University. “It is a great way to get away from 
the stress and pressure of everything for a few hours, no 
matter how much of a bad day I have had. That stress 
doesn’t exist in the rehearsal room, it’s just me, the guys 
and the music, nothing else matters.”

Our Day Remains frequently tour in the North 
West and have played some fantastic gigs in Lancas-
ter, so make sure to see them when you get the chance.  
Joe Henthorn - Culture Editor

Vinyl Jacket, who are signed to indie label  
The Calico Print, are a Newcastle-based band with a 
Lancaster-based singer. They have a background in  
musical theatre and influences as diverse as Paul Simon 
to Mariah Carey to Stiff Little Fingers. This band is quite 
like no other at the moment - their music is a unique 
and strange take on the standard math-rock formula, 
full of poppy and tropical twists. And their ambitious 
music videos are more than just a platform to promote 
their music, but a chance to “challenge the way people 
think about our music, or just to provide something new 
and entertaining,” lead singer Ben Dancer told SCAN. 
Vinyl Jacket’s videos truly represent the band as and 
enjoyable listen with a unique sound.

Having played Glastonbury in 2011, Vinyl Jacket’s 
hard work continues (all five members either work full 
time or are university students, with the lead singer 
studying at Lancaster) as they promote their new single 
‘Red Light’. The single launch will also play host to other 
up and coming bands such as Shields and Pandas And 
People. Having played both County Extrav and Pendle 
Freshers’ in 2011, Vinyl Jacket are already a big hit on 
campus, and seem to be increasing their fan base with 
each new single.

The ‘Red Light’ single launch takes place at The 
New Bridge Project in Newcastle on March 3rd. 
Charli Stevenson

VINYL jACKETFABLES
Image provided by Idene and Prescription PRImage provided by The Fables Photo by Matthew Smith

CAMPUS CULTURE
BEST OF ThE BANDS
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The Beach Break Battle of the Bands is Lancaster’s 
largest musical competition, so kicking the whole thing 
off is a pretty big ask. Still, if anyone was going to do 
it, it might as well have been a veteran campus band 
like Yellow Bird. Due to a delayed arrival, they were 
faced with a half-full bar of pre-drunk and impatient 
students, making the task even tougher. But thanks to 
their folk infused sound, the band managed to get the 
crowd excited from the offset and displayed their high 
quality performance skills, even with a last minute re-
placement drummer. The band were clearly influenced 
by folk/punk mainstay Frank Turner, with their ram-
shackle guitar sound and brilliantly passionate vocals 
drawing in the impatient crowd.

Their set list kept an ever-growing crowd entertained 
with a mix of original material and a wonderfully differ-
ent cover of David Guetta and Akon’s Sexy Chick, one of 
the night’s highlights as the audience sang along. Even 
though the tempo slowed down very early on in their 
set, the band managed to keep Lonsdale bar hooked. A 
vocally flawless performance by lead singer Matt Hayes 
started the Battle of the Bands first heat on a good note 
and Yellow Bird were certainly one of the acts to be re-
membered for the right reasons. After watching five oth-
er acts I was still singing “We’re all going to hell” at the 
end of the night and wishing to see Yellow Bird again. 
Charli Stevenson

YELLOW BIRD

Underwater Gunfight. Where does that name come 
from? Well according to the band’s bass player Alex 
Williamson, that strange aquatic/pyrotechnic moniker 
is basically just “what we sound like”. Having never 
donned a diving suit and fired a musket at a heavily 
armed foe, I can’t confirm Williamson’s claim, though 
if it did sound anything like a sprawling musical hy-
brid that fused together the best of blues, jazz, rock and 
metal then I imagine a lot of people would be grabbing 
a weapon and taking a dive.

Well, they could do that, or take the slightly less 
dangerous route and watch Underwater Gunfight live. 
And I say slightly less dangerous, because their brand of 
heavily improvised blues-rock is still likely to combust 
in showers of improvisational funkiness. It’s not sur-
prising that their music is this eclectic, though, consid-
ering they count the infamously bonkers Mars Volta-n 
Omar Rodriguez Lopez amongst their influences. “Our 
style started out as free-form improvisation, but now 
there’s a lot more structure to it; people respond well 
to having forms they can recognize, as well as the ex-
citement of not knowing what to expect next.” With a 
win at the WaterAid Battle of the Bands and plenty of 
studio time already under their belts, Underwater Gun-
fight are certainly ones to look out for – they play the 
Grizedale Battle of the Bands on Friday 24th February. 
Joe Henthorn - Culture Editor

Campus stalwarts Innamorata love straight up, no 
frills rock, and they’re not afraid to show it in their Dave 
Grohl-inspired music. Sure, it’s not the most intricate 
or complex stuff in the world, but it’s impossible not to 
enjoy, if only because everyone needs to grow their hair, 
put on a Greenday T-Shirt and jump around to some 
power chords every now and again.

The setup is just what you’d expect, really; drums, 
bass, two guitars and vocals. Jonnie Critchely and 
Jonathan Doyle make up the formidable rhythm sec-
tion, propelling every song forward with thundering 
drums and punch bass, and they are ably supported 
by Conor Scrivener on rhythm guitar. And Stephen 
Revier’s guitar heroics – listen to his blazing solo runs 
and annoyingly catchy riffs on ‘Rest in Pieces’ – com-
bined with Stephanie Beer’s soaring vocals add an air 
of theatricality to the proceedings. It’s a potent com-
bination, and one that is given an extra edge by their 
professional sheen – some bands on campus often 
sound a little rough around the edges, but Innamorata 
never seem to drop a note when they play live. They 
gig almost constantly around Lancaster - they’ve torn 
apart Lonnie Live and the Yorkshire House in the past 
- and will be attempting to do the same at the Bow-
land Battle of the Bands on Wednesday 29th February. 
Joe Henthorn - Culture Editor

INNAMORATAUNDERWATER 
GUNFIGhT

Photo by Mike Pendlebury Photo by Meher Gupta Photo by Aradhya Gupta
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What would you do if you became a  
multimillionaire? I don’t mean if you win the National 
Lottery, but if you earned that money after decades of 
hard work. Would you rest on your laurels and live a 
life of luxury, or would you use your wealth to benefit 
society? Barrie Wells, financial services entrepreneur 
and philanthropist, chose the latter option. I was invited 
to give an interview in his offices in Dalton Square, 
to learn more about his Wells Sports Foundation and 
how individuals such as him have used their wealth to  
benefit society. 

According to the Wells Sports Foundation website, 
you’ve been involved in lecturing entrepreneurship to 
Lancaster MBA students; what is your relationship to 
Lancaster University?

‘I have an enormously close relationship with  
Lancaster University, particularly the Management 
School. I take on PhD students for my projects because my 
background is using mathematics for financial services.  
Going back over the years, there are forty graduates 
who have worked for me in Lancaster, so Lancaster  
University has been very heavily involved with allowing 
me to make all this money to give to charity.’

So what led you to establish the Wells Sports  
Foundation?

‘The thing for me was to decide what to do with 
the cash. You either die very very rich or give it your 
kids but no, I felt I would rather use it for charity. I  
contributed to both education in India and water  
charities in Africa but the real one I love is sport. It was 
basically how can we use sport to motivate kids? We’ve 
taken on 18 athletes, and we picked them for a variety 
reasons, but the  main thing we ask is have you got  
potential for 2012, and are they suitable to go into 
schools and engage with kids?’

So how exactly do you help these athletes then?

‘It’s all about helping them reach their full potential. 
For instance, take the pole vaulter Hollie Beasedale, she 
wanted longer poles because with training they become 
too short for her. So I buy her longer pole’s and she’s 
gone on to be the world’s number one. It’s really all 
about being close to them, travelling around with them 
and understanding what they do.’

So tell me about the Athletes 4 Schools programme 
then, how did that come about and what does it  
involve?

‘I wanted these athletes to go to schools, not just to 
give speeches or prizes but to really work with the kids. 
But Athletes 4 Schools is a really big one, they’ve talked 
to some 35,000 kids so far. The athletes go into schools 
and they run workshops based around their sport. So for 
instance the triathletes will run the sports events includ-
ed in the triathlon. They start by giving a whole school 
assembly to get the key messages across and give the 
children a chance to ask questions and then do work-

shops which have been massively successful.
Feedback has been extraordinary, It’s 

things like taking a pole vaulter and hav-
ing them tell these kids they can jump over 

WELLS SPORTS FOUNDATION
INSPIRING ChANGE

Photo courtesy of Wells Sport Foundation
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a double-decker bus, of course the little kids don’t be-
lieve it! Then we follow this up by teaching these kids 
about nutritional values, but  also the Olympic and the  
Paralympic ethos because they are also core values’

 
Barrie, I  also believe there is a scheme called Box 

4 Kids, how did you start off with that?

‘Football’s the other side of it,  I really wanted to 
use football, so I got myself an executive box, and the 
idea is eight kids come along, either disabled, terminal-
ly or critically ill, and we go to Alder Hay Hospital in  
Liverpool, and the only criteria is that they are Liverpool 
supporters, so they can all sing You’ll Will Never Walk 
Alone. So there’s eight places for a kid, but usually the 
parents come along, in fact a lot of it is for parents,  
especially if the child is terminally ill. But what I’ve been 
wondering recently is how can we take it to the next 
stage? I’ve gone to HSBC, asking can we use some of 
your boxes for football games and HSBC have said yes 
you can...so it looks like we can extend this nationally.’

As a final question then, how do the athletes 
you support balance any academic commitments 
with  with the training regimes required for Olympic  
athletes?

‘It does very much relate to commitment. Take one 
of the athletes I support, she’s 18 years old, bright with 
all A+ grades. What this girl does is she gets up at four 

in the morning, I provide transport to take her to the 
pool, where she trains from five to half seven, I pay 
for a car to pick her up again and take her back to a  
boarding school in Leeds, she then has breakfast and 
she’s a student all day from nine until half four. At five 
a car picks her up, does another two and a half hours, 
and gets back at eight to start her homework and is in 
bed by ten. Is she asleep? No she’s on Facebook chatting 
to her friends, and this means she gets about five hours 
sleep a day! But her commitment and time management 
is extraordinary.’ 

Extraordinary indeed, especially from a student  
perspective were getting up for a nine o’clock is gener-
ally regarded as a titanic struggle. Whilst some of us 
students are forcing ourselves out of bed at half seven, 
there are sports athletes who are just finishing their 
first training session of the day. It’s certainly food for 
thought when you next get up for a nine o’clock and 
it’s certainly commendable what these athletes do in 
order to compete amongst the worlds best at the Olym-
pics. What else is commendable though is how indi-
viduals who have been very financially successful, are 
able use their earned wealth for the benefit of noble  
causes, such as Box 4 Kids or Athletes 4 Schools. This 
is a student newspaper and chances are somebody  
reading this may in future be a millionaire, a multi 
millionaire or even a billionaire. Would you keep that 
wealth to yourself, or would you use that money to 
help others and try to make the world a better place? 
Nicholas O’Dowd - Features Editor

C.11



offer of the week

PAO PAO

20% DISCOUNT ON 
ALL COFFEE AND 
HOT CHOCOLATE

T&Cs APPLY - OFFERS OPEN TO PURPLE CARD HOLDERS ONLY

card.lusu.co.uk

www.facebook.com/thepurplecard



C.13

CULTURE CLASh

I’ve followed the Brits since I was a kid; it was always 
my favourite award show as it gave me chance to see 
artists I listened to be awarded for their music. If there 
was a dictionary definition for the Brits it would state that 
it is an awards show to celebrate the best in British music, 
whilst also honouring some of the best international acts. 
However, for years the Brits has been about celebrating 
the mainstream chart music. This fact has turned many 
music fans away who would prefer a more credible award 
show, but not me.

The Brits nominees may be a list of the acts who 
have hit the number one spot over the last year, but 
2011 saw some of the best British music in recent years.  
Ed Sheeran has a massive four nominations and is likely 
to walk away with most of them. Adele and Jessie J have 
both had a successful year have previous wins with the 
Critic’s Choice award and look to be within a chance of 
cleaning up in 2012.

SURELY  
MAINSTREAM 
MUSIC DESERVES 
CELEBRATING?

This year’s Critic’s Choice category has Emeli Sandé 
at number one for winning the award, and so yet again 
the Brits predict the following year in musical success 
terms. Critic’s Choice award history has seen Adele, Flor-
ence + The Machine, Ellie Goulding and Jessie J win the 
award and go on to have huge success. Sandé has already 
made a name for herself in 2011 working with Profes-
sor Green on ‘Read All About It’ and with the release of 
‘Heaven’, and 2012 looks to be an even bigger year for the  
Scottish artist.

You couldn’t go anywhere in 2011 without hearing 
Ed Sheeran’s ‘The A Team’, Adele’s ‘Someone Like You’ 
or anything by Jessie J. All three of these acts are up 
for British Single and the only acts worthy of winning 
the category. Although, British Single being a category 
voted for by the public I recommend everyone braces  
themselves for a One Direction win.

The nominations and ultimate winners, however, 
are not what make the Brits so great. It is the perfor-
mances, such as the legendary duets. Every year there 
is one stand out performance that makes everyone wish 
they were there on the night, such as Adele in 2011  
emotively singing ‘Someone Like You’ and 
Florence + The Machine working with Dizzee Ras-
cal to bring us ‘You’ve Got The Dirtee Love’ in 2010.  
Let’s not forget the yearly medleys provided by the Out-
standing Contribution to Music winners.

I personally cannot wait for the Brits 2012 
to see Blur perform their medley; I just hope we 
have a host as good as Peter Kay was in 2010. 
Charli Stevenson

Once upon a time - when I was about 10 - I used to 
watch the Brit Awards. At the time my favourite band 
was Coldplay and my second favourite band was Keane, 
so you can see that I didn’t really have an ‘eclectic taste’ 
in music, so to speak. It was a while until I started to 
realise that perhaps I had been wrong as to what good 
music actually was. I suddenly realised that I only  
listened to music that my mum had told me was good, 
so when my mum started listening to Mika my world 
collapsed around me. I started to think that maybe my 
dear mother was not an authority on music or culture. 
But I am not that person anymore. In many ways, I  
really hate that person. I hate his music taste, his poli-
tics, and his face. I hate everything about him. But one 
thing I hate more than anything else - even more than 
his Velcro Kappa trainers - is his love of the Brit Awards.

As celebrations of British culture go they’re on 
a par with The Chelsea Flower Show... if the only  
competitors were allotments. Ultimately, a good allot-
ment serves a purpose, but it isn’t something of any 
particular interest to anyone, it’s boring and not really 
something to boast about. The Brit Awards are so dull, 
but on top of that it suggests that the exploitation and 
display of weak-minded individuals on television every 
weekend is a good thing. Of course what I mean by that 
is that three of the nominations in the Best British Single 
category were spawned live on ‘The X Factor’. I struggle 
to condone a culture where ‘The X Factor’ has produced 
anything that Britain can be ‘proud of.’

ThE BRITS ARE 
DEPRESSING AND 
REPETITIVE

But for me, the main issue with the awards is that 
the bands in the ‘Best Band’ category have been around 
longer than most of the other nominees have been alive. 
Even if Kasabian were the best thing in the world (which 
they are not) they should not win the award for Brit-
ish Group in 2012 fifteen years after they first formed. 
In total the five bands nominated have notched up 72 
years of experience. Is that something to take pride in? 
Is the fact that the youngest band to stand a chance of 
being named the best in Britain has been together for 
nine years a good thing? 

Not for a second am I suggesting that none of the 
acts nominated are at all talented – but just as my taste 
has undergone a huge transformation over the last dec-
ade, so have the tastes of the majority of British mu-
sic fans. I also find myself questioning the integrity 
of an awards show were the award for an Outstanding 
Contribution to Music goes to Blur, a band who have 
been around just one year longer than Elbow who are 
nominated as a Best Group. It seems to me that if that 
can happen without anyone questioning it The Brit 

Awards have become completely stagnant 
and thus require quite a major shake-up if 
the pride in British music is to be restored. 
Ed McConnell Photo by Beacon Radio

ARE ThE BRIT AWARDS OVERRATED?
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Diamonds are usually said to be a girl’s best friend, 
but lately it seems men want in on our bff status with 
not only diamonds, but all sorts of jewellery usually  
reserved for the fairer sex. It seems man bling is an  
on-going and growing trend for fashion conscious 
men with high street stores doing ranges especially for 
guys. Now, men wearing jewellery isn’t exactly some-
thing new, I mean, have you seen a properly decorated  
military uniform? It puts the Queen’s jewels to shame 
really. Not to mention the Victorian epitome of style, 
the pocket watch. Back in the day, it would be intricate-
ly carved and embellished. If anything, especially with 
the idea of the pocket watch, women have stolen male 
fashion. It was only a couple of seasons ago that the 
likes of Urban Outfitters and Topshop were selling watch 
lockets and cuckoo clock necklaces.

ShOULD BLOKES 
BE BEDAzzLED?

R’n’B singers and rappers are also notoriously  
bedazzled with diamonds not only round their necks, 
but diamonds in their ‘grills’ too, a blinged out mouth-
piece. One rapper even jokes that he ‘has so many 
diamonds on his watch, he can’t even tell what the 
time is’. I don’t know whether it’s a case of showing 
off the wealth and success they have achieved, or just 
male’s competing or overcompensating, but man bling, 
especially in the musical sphere, seems integral to the 
culture and genres of music.1980’s style Casio watches 
in garish gold with digital displays recently made the 
hot list for men’s wrists too. It was the last accessory 
to complete any alternative/indie look, perfectly paired 
with a buttoned up polo, and skinny skinny jeans.

Religious ‘man bling’ also seems to be the holy grail 
when it comes to male fashion at the moment. Jesus 
bracelets have been prominent at festivals on both 
male and female wrists for a while now. Crucifixes as 
well as Turkish Islamic religious iconography are set 
to storm the high street this season with examples on 
Asos for men already released. ‘Saints’ necklaces are 
also back in the good books with Saint Christopher 
necklaces adorning muscular male necks.Now this is 
the one I can’t agree with, no matter how much you try 
and convince me: ‘man-gagement rings.’ Michael Bu-
ble, the ballad crooner and many a woman’s crush,was 
recently spotted wearing a ‘man-gagement ring’ to 
show his newly definitely unavailable status with his 
long term girlfriend, but I’m a traditionalist when it 
comes to this. Women should have diamond engage-
ment rings or whatever said man can afford, and men 
should do the proposing, unless it’s a leap year. Stick 
to your watches guys, seriously.

I think, a line needs to be drawn on the man bling 
front. Dangly earrings, lockets and engagement rings 
should be left to the women or George Michael be-
cause, let’s be honest, he does look good in a pair of 
earrings. Diamonds, though, were our best friends 
first after all, and though you can get 
a bit friendly with them, we’d prefer it if 
you weren’t more blinged out than us. 
Yasmin Jaunbocus

BABY
ICE ICERUN FIT

BOY RUN
January and February are the perfect months to 

start a diet or join the gym; which is exactly what me 
and my two friends have done. We bought some new  
trainers and booked our gym induction at the Sports 
Centre ready to sweat it out in the hope of losing a few 
pounds. However, when taking our tour around the gym 
we noticed the rare species that is; attractive males. They 
dominate this part of the university, flexing their toned 
masculine bodies, looking around with their chiselled 
jaw lines and putting everyone else to shame. That day 
marked the start of our gym gawping routine.

The weights room is the perfect place to begin this 
routine; with the scent of bare testosterone looming in 
the air, the perfect place for a good distraction on the 
small cardio section they have in the corner. You mount 
a machine, plug your headphones in and casually peer 
around the small, male filled room. The best way to  
enjoy this experience is if you don’t put your music on 
or switch on the TV, because then you can hear the pure 
grunting effort these men go to, to lift these weights 
- it’s the best soundtrack to your workout ever. Stick 
around for long enough and they may just take their 
tops off, that is a pure delight for the eyes.

WhO NEEDS 
AN IPOD WhEN  
YOU CAN GAWP 
AT A PASSING 
SIX PACK

Of course, you can’t go making this too obvious; 
these guys are there to work out, not to be undressed 
with your eyes. So in the instance of an emergency, AKA 
you make eye contact and your jaw has hit the floor 
because he’s taken his top off and he has a perfect six 
pack, you need to firstly, stay calm. Now there’s two 
options here, either look away quickly or continue to 
stare but slowly close your mouth. The second one, as 
I have learnt, doesn’t work too well, they tend to leave 
because you look like a creep. I would stick with the first 
one, that way you can continue your perving in a few 
minutes and chances are he’ll work out harder because 
he knows you’re casually looking.

We then proceed to the upstairs region of the  
fitness suite. Now in times when this place is busy, it’s 
normally full of girls and old people and as most people 
are just too intimidated by the weights room they crowd 
up here. However the small arrangement of weight  
machines in the middle of the room makes a great view-
ing position to stare at someone’s fine behind without 
them even knowing. For example, there is a row of 
treadmills on both sides of the room. You find a sexy 
man, take up a perch on one of the machines behind 
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LIFESTYLE

him and enjoy his arse while you put your machine on 
a low setting so it looks like you’re doing something. 
This room isn’t the best place for gym gawping, however 
occasionally you’ll get someone come onto the machine 
next to you who is a fine vision and well, that’s just 
your lucky day.

A few tips for in case this happens though; DO NOT 
do what I did. I recognised someone on the cross trainer 
next to me, thought I had him on Facebook, searched 
for him on the little LCD screen, found him, stalked 
his profile and made it so obvious that he looked at 
my screen. I left. If this happens, leave right away. 
You have come across as a creepy stalker and you’ve 
outstayed your welcome there. Move on to the pool. 
Ella Oakley
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FULL TIME OFFICER 
ELECTIONS
ARE COMING
SO, whAT IS A FULL TIME OFFICER?

Full Time Officers (FTOs) are 6 students elected each year 
who are paid a salary, and work full time to direct and organise 
everything that LUSU does. They work closely with the College 
JCRs and Cross Campus Officers to make things happen; 
from Freshers Week to academic campaigns and representing 
students to the university, these are the people who ensure 
things get done.

whO CAN RUN FOR AN FTO pOSITION?

Anybody who is a student at Lancaster can run to be an FTO. 
You can either run in your final year, or take a year out from your 
studies to do it.

whAT dOES IT INvOLvE?

As an FTO, you’ll be on the front line of student issues, which 
requires you to go out of your way to help students. This might 
involve working late nights, extra hours and helping out at 
various events. However, each job is extremely rewarding, and 
the experience you gain from being an FTO is unparalleled.

dO I hAvE TO bE INvOLvEd wITh LUSU 
bEFOREhANd?

NO!  It’s not a requirement to run for this position and we 
actively encourage students from all parts of the University to 
run, whether you have no experience or just some experience.

why wOULd I wANT TO bE A FTO?

Being an FTO is a great experience - you work closely with lots 
of inspiring people on different projects, and no two days are the 
same. You also get a level of responsibility that many graduates 
will never achieve even after years of employment! On top of 
that, it’s a great working environment, and really rewarding as 
well!

whAT pOSITIONS ARE AvAILAbLE?

LUSU President

Vice President – Academic

Vice President – Activities

Vice President – Equality Welfare and Diversity

Vice President – Events and Democracy

Vice President – Media and Communications

ThE NITTy GRITTy

The current salary: Just over £17,000 a year.

Hours: 35 hours a week (although these vary significantly!)

Period of Office: July 1st to June 31st

SO, hOw dO I SIGN Up?

Nominations open in Week 5 of the Spring Term. You’ll be able 
to nominate yourself on the LUSU website and campaign during 
Weeks 7 and 8. Voting will take place at the end of Week 8.

INTERESTEd? 

Come along to our open talk on ‘Being an Officer’, Weds 15th 
Feb, at 5pm in Bowland North Seminar Room 23 or just email 
elections@lusu.co.uk.
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Sudoku, Kakuro & Futoshiki Puzzles

Sudoku 9x9 - Medium (135676055)

7 1 8 5

6 2 5 4

3 7

1 5 2 4 9

6 7 9 1 8

8 4

1 8 2 9

5 9 3 6
www.sudoku-puzzles.net

Solution:
www.sudoku-puzzles.net

PUzzLES
GET YOUR ThINK ON

SUDOKU - EASY SUDOKU - MEDIUM SUDOKU - hARD
www. Sudoku-Puzzles.net

Sudoku, Kakuro & Futoshiki Puzzles

Sudoku 9x9 - Hard (136550292)

3 8 1 6

5 1 3 9

8 7

4 9

9 7 6 5

5 9

9 8

2 4 3 7

6 1 3 2
www.sudoku-puzzles.net

Solution:
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Sudoku 9x9 - Very hard (136611541)

3 4 9 6

2 8 3

6 4 9

6 3

7 8 1 5

2 1

8 1 5

2 4 9

6 7 2 9
www.sudoku-puzzles.net
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www.sudoku-puzzles.net

POWER TO
ThE PIRATES?

Ever since the dawn of the internet media  
companies have been trying in vain to stem the tide of mu-
sic piracy. Recently, the American government have been  
discussing the passing of SOPA, a bill that is intended 
to solve problems of copywright infringement, but is 
written so vaguely it threatens the freedom of the whole 
internet. But even with all the hype and media attention, 
are there not alternative ways to deal with music piracy?

There’s no question that piracy is an issue, and while 
the official statistics are a little hazy we all know it’s  
going on. The student demographic is of course involved 
in this, so why is it that so many people illegally down-
load music instead of buying it? The obvious answer is, 
it’s free. As students who are traditionally strapped for 
cash, we are notorious for trying to save money in any 
way possible. Why pay a few quid for some music when 
you can download it for nothing? And of course, there’s 
the fact that it just doesn’t feel like stealing. Not only is 
there no physical element to it, there is much less risk of 
getting caught or reprimanded for it.

The accessibility of illegal free music and the low-
risk factor to downloading it is no excuse, however. 
Of course there are negative effects to music piracy, 
from depriving the artists of money (not such a prob-
lem for chart-toppers, but an issue for smaller acts). 
As well as this, it seems to be breeding a generation of  
people who expect things for free, which can cause  
bigger problems in the media industries in the long run. 

But are there perhaps some positives to this as well?
Some studies suggest that those who pirate music 

tend to actually spend more overall on media products 
than those who pay for all their music. Downloading 
the music for free seems to be more of a ‘try before you 
buy’ mentality for many, and putting a stop to all illegal 
downloading could possibly cause a dip in legal sales.

 As well as this, it can be seen as free marketing for 
musicians. People will share the music they like with 
their friends, creating an advertising source for the  
artists, meaning many musicians like Justin Beiber and 
Lana Del Ray may not have been where they are today.

FEATURES

So music piracy has a silver lining, at least. But 
whether you see it as abhorrent or a positive force, 
there’s no denying it’s something that will always 
happen. Whether or not they do manage to come up 
with a law that combats copyright infringement while 
leaving the rest of the internet untouched, there will al-
ways be people who will continue to use creative ways 
to get there hands on music for free. So perhaps, in-
stead of creating laws to stop piracy, the media industry 
should try to harness the positive power of music pirates. 
Annie Gouk
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Got a question about the job? Feel Free to email 
any oF the current oFFicers to ask questions 
about their roles. 

Full time oFFicer team

PresiDent
lusu.president@lancaster.ac.uk
Responsible for the overall lead of 
the strategic development of the 
Student’s Union; leading officers, 
policy, finance, University Liaison 
and Chair of the Trustee Board.

Vice PresiDent: 
equality, WelFare 
& DiVersity
lusu.vp.ewd@lancaster.ac.uk 
Leads on various issues that 
affects students including 
internationalisation and liberation. 
The VP EWD supports welfare 
officers with cross campus 
campaigns.

Vice PresiDent: 
eVents & 
Democracy
lusu.vp.ed@lancaster.ac.uk
Works with students to co-ordinate 
socials & large scale events such 
as Grad Ball and Campus Festival. 
Also coordinates our elections and 
democratic processes and delivers 
officer training.

Vice PresiDent: 
actiVities
lusu.vp.activities@lancaster.ac.uk 
Ensures that all LUSU’s groups (of 
which there are nearly 170!) are 
all working well and getting the 
best experience possible. The lead 
officer for the Roses Tournament, 
they support the formation of new 
societies and sports clubs and 
helps them in their daily activities.

Vice PresiDent: 
acaDemic
lusu.vp.academic@lancaster.ac.uk
Deals with all academic related 
issues for all students, ensuring 
that the student voice is heard by 
the university and that changes 
are always in your best interests. 
The VP Academic coordinates 
departmental reps and forums 
which influence policy.

Vice PresiDent: 
meDia anD 
communications
lusu.vp.mc@lancaster.ac.uk
Facilitates and supports the work of 
all the media organisations that are 
associated with LUSU (Bailrigg FM, 
LA1:TV, LU Cinema, SCAN), as well 
as being the Editor of SCAN.
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Social networks have 
too much status

Why should 
we settle for 
Liverpool?

Adrian Churchman

We all know social  
networking is an  
integral part of our daily lives  
nowadays; needless to say, 
in the past few years, the 
likes of Facebook and Twitter 
have skyrocketed their ways 
and become so concrete in 
contemporary society that 
employers will even opt to 
have do a little digging on 
their prospective employees, 
treating their social network-
ing credentials as more of a 
character reference than their 
actual CV. This is just one  
example of how seriously 
it’s all taken today. But how 
literally should you take 
someone’s social network-
ing activity as a character  
reference? Is it a step too far 
to kick someone out of a 
country, based on a tweet?

Leigh Van Bryan posted 
on his Twitter account on 16 
January that he was going 
to go and ‘destroy America’, 
in reference to himself and a 
friend, Emily Bunting, taking 
a trip there to get drunk and 
party. He had also tweeted 
on January 3rd about ‘diggin’ 
Marilyn Monroe up’, in which 

he was actually referenc-
ing ‘Family Guy.’ The result: 
Van Bryan and Bunting were  
apprehended as soon as 
they touched down at Los  
Angeles International Airport 
and detained for twelve hours 
in separate holding cells,  
before being questioned, and 
then sent straight back home.

Of course people will  
argue that it was a  
stupid thing to post online; 
it’s not really something that 
should just be bandied about  
without concern of  
repercussions, but clearly 
such a statement was not 
meant with malice or intent 
to actually destroy America. 
Detaining Van Bryan and 
Bunting and questioning 
them for five hours is a tad 
too harsh. The security at Los 
Angeles International Airport 
were accused of “not having 
a sense of humour when it 
comes to potential risk” by 
Abta, a representative of Brit-
ish travel companies. That’s 
fair enough, because nation-
al security is something that 
ought to be taken seriously. 
When you start treating  
tourists like terrorists, you’ve 
got to ask yourself; does a 

stupid comment deserve an 
equally stupid reaction?

This isn’t even the first 
time it’s ever happened; in 
January 2010, Paul Cham-
bers tweeted about blowing 
Robin Hood Airport in Don-
caster ‘sky high’ because he 
was annoyed that it had been 
closed as he wanted to see 
his girlfriend. The tweet was 
reported with a threat level of 
‘non-credible’, but Chambers 
was prosecuted, lost his job, 
and was fined around £3,000, 
All of this, from a comment 
that was  posted as a joke for 
only close friends to see.

Has social networking 
reached such a high status 
that we should take every-
thing we read on it literally? 
The number of frapes that 
fly around Facebook on a 
daily basis would definitely  
suggest otherwise. Per-
sonally, I seriously doubt 
any terrorist organisations 
would post plans on a public  
forum, so why detain two 
people over what can only be  
described as a careless and 
rather idiotic comment? As 
Van Bryan said upon return-
ing to Britain, ‘it’s just so  
ridiculous it’s almost funny’.

Heidi Nagaitis

Since last summer’s first 
report on the proposed  
collaboration between Lan-
caster University and the 
University of Liverpool we’ve 
had everything from vague-
ness to a lack of transparen-
cy with the previous Green 
paper, leading Lancaster 
University Students’ Union 
to question this venture.

With the release of  
further papers in the New 
Year, the Joint Strategic 
Planning group fought back 
with a more comprehensive 
document, evidently looking 
to quell worries surrounding 
the persistent rumour of a 
full merger with Liverpool.

With this document 
we’ve now established that  
Lancaster and Liverpool are 
looking to the federal model 
for collaboration, a more  
dynamic relationship; dating 
rather than marriage.

The three main aims of 
this paper appear to be quite 
achievable; however ques-
tions still arise over Lancas-
ter’s status as a top ten uni-
versity whereas Liverpool is 
not there yet. Will this union 
be a “Lady and the Tramp” 
style success or more of a 
“Romeo and Juliet” disaster?

The first plan is to create 
a “Lancaster Liverpool Re-
search Board”, which would 
promote both universities’  
research capabilities on a 
global scale. This would 
maximize the global profile 
of the Lancaster and Liver-
pool brands and increase 
the income of both institu-
tions by strengthening fund-
ing from all major donors. 
This would attract industry 

to become heavily involved 
in research programmes.

This plan sounds very 
impressive, but will it lead 
to Lancaster limiting its  
research collaborations 
solely to Liverpool? Have 
LUSU’s worries concern-
ing the quality of teaching 
been addressed? If staff are  
focused on these  
departmental research  
programmes, will students 
suffer?

The joint Graduate School 
proposed in this paper also 
raises questions. The plan 
itself talks of an “identifi-
able and branded home” for 
both universities, with train-
ing environments across 
both locations. Effectively, 
this could be labelled an  
expansion of the Graduate 
school, something that ar-
guably will be a positive step. 
By expanding, Lancaster 
and Liverpool hope to be-
come a “point of contact for  
business associations” and 
attract more international 
graduates; big business in 
higher education today.

However, although all 
expansion is positive, is 
Lancaster looking further 
enough? Global graduate 
organisations like Univer-
sitas 21; a union of univer-
sities worldwide, which  
encompasses UK universities 
like Nottingham, Birming-
ham and Glasgow, along-
side international players 
like Auckland University and  
Virginia University would 
overshadow any other  
union. Should Lancas-
ter be searching for larger  
international institutions to 
collaborate with, rather than 
a University on its doorstep?

COMMENT12
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Self-determination is something we 
must protect 
Jim Tracey 

The impending thirtieth 
anniversary of the Falklands 
War has sparked renewed  
bitterness between the UK 
and Argentina. In recent 
weeks, the British Govern-
ment has been accused of 
‘having no arguments’ by  
Argentina’s president, Cristina 
Kirchner, whose unrelenting 
assertions of sovereignty of 
the Falklands undermine the 
essence of international law 
and peaceful transnational 
cooperation. Previous Argen-
tine administrations have re-
fused to take the issue of sov-
ereignty to the International 
Court of Justice, the word’s 
chief arbiter of interstate  
disputes, thus demonstrating 
their own acknowledgement 
that such a decision would 
change nothing.  

 The Falkland Islands have 
been formally administered 
by Britain since 1765 (before 
Argentina even existed as an 

independent state) and of-
ficially became an Overseas 
Territory in 1833. Contrary 
to the claims so slander-
ously made by Buenos Aires, 
no civilians were expelled at 
this time and the thirty or so 
civilians who were resident 
on the Islands were allowed 
to stay. It is therefore appar-
ent that Argentina’s claim 
to sovereignty stems from  
little more than comparative 
geographical proximity and 
an ignorance of historical 
fact. The emergence of ‘black 
gold’ in the waters around 
the Falklands is undoubtedly 
the motivation behind Kirch-
ner’s recent display of cal-
umny and slander. Like 1982,  
Argentina’s sovereignty claim 
is being used as a diversion 
from the domestic state of 
a country with worryingly 
high rates of interest and a  
growing fiscal deficit both 
contributing to an economy 
that has been described by as 
‘a ticking time-bomb’. 

 The recent sabre-rattling 
emanating from Buenos Aires 
is entirely consistent with a 
government whose values, 
it appears, do not include 
abiding by international law. 
Indeed, the right to self deter-
mination is enshrined in the 
United Nations Charter and 
the recent blockade by Mer-
cosur on ships flying the flag 
of the Falklands had neither 
legal nor political justifica-
tion. This display of solidar-
ity by Latin America should 
not be too concerning but it 
is disappointing that Brazil,  
having just overtaken the UK’s 
economy, is foregoing princi-
pled diplomacy in an attempt 
to strengthen its political ties 
with its neighbours. In light 
of Argentina’s strong-arm  
tactics, one can only view 
with confusion and contempt 
a nation of forty million at-
tempting to alienate and bully 
an island contingent of 3,000. 

 In spite of Kirchner’s claims 
that Britain is a ‘crass, colo-

nial power’, the present writer 
finds it wholly ironic that  
Argentina has attempted to 
take the ‘moral high ground’ 
regarding this dispute, given 
the fact that it was Argen-
tina who illegally invaded 
the Falklands in 1982 and 
Argentine citizens who have 
been burning Union flags 
outside the British Embassy 
in Buenos Aires. One for-
mer MP – George Galloway 
– has disgracefully claimed 
that Britain should negotiate 
‘some kind of joint sovereign-
ty’ of the Islands. His claim 
that the legitimate owners of 
the Islands ‘cannot possibly 
be us’ is not only disproven by 
the fact that the population in 
the Falklands almost unani-
mously regard themselves 
as British, but is also an in-
sult to the sacrifice of the 255  
British servicemen who lost 
their lives retaking the Islands. 

 Whilst the anniversary will 
be a poignant time to reflect 
on the bravery and sacrifice of 

our servicemen who fought 
against and subsequently 
removed the illegal occu-
pation of the Islands, it will 
also be a time to reaffirm the  
importance of international 
law. The right to self determi-
nation is the cornerstone of 
independence, freedom and 
is an intrinsic part of democ-
racy, something we encour-
age and fight for overseas. In 
spite of her divisive legacy, 
Margaret Thatcher deserves 
great credit for resolutely  
refusing to abandon the 3,000 
British citizens living in the 
Falklands in 1982, and made 
a statement to the world that 
the UK will not be cowed into 
submission, but will defend 
its people and their rights.  

 It is an old adage that 
some of politics is right 
against left, and some of it is 
right against wrong – and the 
right of the Falkland Islanders 
to determine their own future 
is one that must be protected 
until they themselves decide.
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Jon Wilby

Recently in the Premier 
League there has been a 
number of ‘…out!’ campaigns 
among fans and in the media. 
No, nobody is coming out of 
the closet in Football (yet). So 
to explain a little further an 
example of such campaigns 
would be “Kean out!” at 
Blackburn, the blasphemous 
“Wenger out!” at Arsenal 
and the downright hilarious 
“Sir Alex out!” in Manchester.  
Possibly the most short lived 
and efficient manifestation 
of this trend was the “Capello 
out!” campaign.

In a recent interview 
with an Italian news station,  
England Manager Fabio 
Capello was critical of the 
FA’s decision to strip John 
Terry of the captaincy of 

what is essentially his team. 
I know from my experiences 
on Football Manager that 
standing up to the board 
is something you can only  
survive when you’ve actually 
won something for the club, 
or be a living legend of the 
club (Kenny Dalglish survived 
Suarezgate solely because he 
is a club legend). 

Capello resigned, 
but I imagine the FA 
gave Capello a choice  
between that and the sack. He 
was clever enough to choose 
the former. The campaign to 
remove Capello lasted little 
more than a few days.

Fabio Capello is far from 
a bad manager. Five Serie 
A titles with two different 
clubs, two La Liga titles with 
Real Madrid and a Cham-
pions League say he is a 

world class manager with a 
proven record. But English  
Football, especially the post of  
England Manager, is an  
entirely different game. PR is  
vitally important as an  
England Manager, the English 
media are notoriously quick 
to sensationalize the smallest 
of infringements but I don’t 
think that Capello’s speaking 
out against an FA decision 
can be overstated enough. 

“The epitome 
of nonsense”

A breach of his contract 
is the least of the concerns 
when it comes to the team. 
If Capello is seen to have less 
than 100% faith in his team 
captain for Euro 2012 then the 

team’s performance is bound 
to be more flaccid than at the 
2010 World Cup, an unthink-
able and terminally boring  
prospect. 

Capello’s relationship 
with the English press has 
always been unsettling, 
whether it is shouting at  
reporters at the World Cup 
hoping to get pictures of his 
players at the Hotel or the 
uneasy responses in broken 
English at press conferences. 
When the Football Associa-
tion hired Fabio Capello on 
£6m a year back in 2008, 
they thought they were pay-
ing big money for a no-non-
sense coach with top-class  
judgment. 

To openly criticise a de-
cision of the FA behind 
their backs is the epitome 
of nonsense. BBC’s David 

Farewell Fabio the (not so) fantastic
Why the England manager’s departure was necessary

Bond asks a simple but very  
important question; 
how would Capello the  
disciplinarian feel if one of his  
players went public with his 
views on a decision he had 
taken?

The very fact that the 
FA did not consult him on 
the matter shows how out 
of touch he is with English  
Football’s prime institution. 
The resignation of Capello 
came as a surprise to many; 
I’m frankly surprised they 
didn’t sack him outright. 

Perhaps it is ill timed for 
Capello to leave in the mid-
dle of the Premier League  
season, but this way we 
will likely avoid another  
unmitigated failure at a  
major a tournament and a  
series of tepid and passionless  
performances on the pitch.

Peter Grundy

There should be no doubt 
in anyone’s mind that the 
level of force used by the 
Syrian government in its  
violent crackdown on the 
ongoing dissent in the 
country is wrong. In the last 
few months thousands of 
non-violent protesters have 
been killed by security forc-
es, and the army, in order for 
President Assad’s arbitrary 
dictatorial regime to attempt 
to reinstate a stranglehold 
on the populace of Syria. It 
is however an entirely differ-
ent question as to whether 
the international communi-
ty should try and intervene 
with this state of affairs.

The last place where such 
an intervention happened, 
in this case ultimately  
militarily, was Libya.  There 
are many similarities  
between the situation in 
Libya and the current one 
in Syria. Both of the dis-
sents had their origin in the 
Arab Spring pro-democracy  

uprisings of 2011, and in 
both cases the dictatorial 
government oppressed the 
demonstrators violently 
with non-proportionate 
force. The intervention by 
NATO in Libya led directly 
to over 1000 civilian deaths, 
but ultimately also the  
victory of the rebel forces 
and the formation of a new 
Libya. Can we take any posi-
tives from the Libyan war 
and learn anything from it?

“any 
resolution 
might result 
in instability 
in the region”

Frankly without any form 
of international assistance 
the dissent will not accom-
plish its goals. There has 
been no indication that the 
Syrian opposition would be 

effective if this were to turn 
from mainly civilian dissent 
into a full scale civil war, 
there has been no fracturing 
of the military. And if it nev-
er came to a civil war then 
the continual process of  
attrition would wear down 
the morale of the protestors 
more than the experienced 
system of oppression of the 
Syrian government.

It may appear to some 
idealists to come down to 
a straight defence of princi-
ples. The Syrian government 
under Assad is flagrantly  
disregarding human rights 
and therefore action must 
be taken in order to safe-
guard the rights of these in-
dividuals. However all ideal-
ism must be tempered with 
pragmatism and the reali-
sation that any intervention 
will inevitably result in ci-
vilian casualties, a strain on 
relations with Russia, who is 
Syria’s most important ally, 
and instability in the region 
particularly from Iran.

So can a diplomatic reso-

lution be attained? If so then 
the fall of Assad’s regime 
and the beginnings of a 
democratic process in Syria, 
would be undisputably ideal. 
However, at least at the time 
of writing, President Assad 
is unshaken by the dissent 
and does not show signs of 
resignation despite repeated 
Arab League condemna-
tion. However, as the UN  
resolution condemn-
ing President Assad and  
supporting the Arab 
League’s regime change 
plan was vetoed by Russia, 
for reasons of concern over 
the motives of the regime 
change and the possibility 
of military involvement, we 
do not know how the re-
gime would have responded 
to the next level of interna-
tional condemnation. Clear-
ly, upon closer inspection, 
the seemingly cut and dry  
question of noble interven-
tion is in reality a quagmire 
of political problems, diplo-
matic dangers and complex 
international allegiances.

International sanctions for Syria are a humanitarian necessity 

Syria needs international intervention  

“without 
any form of 
international 
assistance 
the dissent 
will not 
accomplish 
its goals”

So, is it worth it to in-
tervene to stop the violent 
crackdown risking large dip-
lomatic fallout? Personally I 
think that the public’s stom-
ach is not for a military inter-
vention so soon after Libya. 
But everything that can be 
done diplomatically must be 
done, even if this necessitates 
certain concessions to the 
Chinese and Russians, but it 
would be a license for others 
if the international commu-
nity fails to respond strongly.
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Matthew Power
Editor

Over three years have 
passed since Wednesday 3rd 
December 2008, the last time 
students turned out at a LUSU 
General Meeting which met 
quoracy. Back then, students 
were voting on a sabbatical 
review that would create the 
current system (with a cou-
ple of future amendments 
within the remit of Activities) 
of Full Time Officers.

With history against the 
General Meeting, it required 
a predominant issue to come 
to light that students felt 
passionate about. And the 
current Business Process 
Review, sponsored by Chief 
Operating Officer Andrew 
Neal, appeared to hit all the 

wrong notes with students.

“It must be 
a difficult 
task for 
Professor 
Smith”

Thursday’s quorate Gen-
eral Meeting saw a vote on a 
motion against the Business 
Process Review. The motion 
resolved that students’ union 
will “support the retention of 
Lancaster University admin-
istration staff and to reject all 
redundancies made by the 
University as a result of the 
current BPR”.

The General Meeting 
is a stark warning to the  
University. This meeting was 
not about the officer struc-
tures of the Union, nor was 
it about the governance or 
the constitution. This was 
a meeting that discussed 
the University’s decisions 
and potential job cuts for  
members of University staff.

On the 14th November 
2011, the then Vice Chancel-
lor, Professor Paul Wellings, 
wrote to staff and informed 
them that “some reduction 
in numbers of administra-
tive roles is anticipated.” Fast 
forward three months and 
a change in leadership has 
seen a new approach. Pro-
fessor Mark E. Smith, the new 
Vice Chancellor, wrote to all 
staff and said “at this stage, no 

decisions have been made 
regarding organisational 
changes and job roles.”

It musn’t be easy for the 
Vice Chancellor. He has come 
in to the role and been lum-
bered with a shambolic pro-
cess initiated by the old Vice 
Chancellor and the proccess 
sponsor, Andrew Neal.

It must be a difficult task 
for Professor Smith, trying to 
settle in to a new job, whilst 
dealing with uproar from 
the student membership,  
dissastisfaction throughout 
the ranks of the staff of the 
University, whilst not walk-
ing in and immediately shelv-
ing a year’s worth of work 
from one of the more senior  
managers of the University.

And then there is the ele-
ment of cost. One can only 

begin to imagine how much 
money has been ploughed 
in to the Business Process 
Review. Consultancy firms 
have a high price, and that’s 
without the salary of staff 
seconded on to the BPR and 
any other expenses.

Yet there is a much higher 
cost that the University have 
failed to acknowledge and 
that’s the price of not listen-
ing to your students. As the 
George Fox Lecture Theatre 
1 emptied on Thursday night, 
and the room returned to its 
main function as a place for 
academic lectures, one thing 
was apparent - the Univer-
sity can no longer ignore the 
voice of its students. It must 
consult, it must interact and 
it must listen, because we 
won’t stay silent.

The University can no longer ignore 
the voice of its students

Constituion 
blocks real 
democracy

Last Thursday saw a rare 
occasion for LUSU General 
Meeting where quoracy was 
reached and furthermore, 
excelled. It was fantastic to 
see so much energy around 
student issues, uniting and 
debating on motions. How-
ever, disappointment arose 
to most when the constitu-
tion was re-looked after two 
motions had already passed 
and it turned out that even 
though 200 students are re-
quired to come on the day, 
in order to pass motions 
(quoracy) – all 200 would 
have to vote in favour for it 
to pass! So if 150 voted in fa-
vour of a motion and 70 did 
not, on a 220 turnout, the 
vote would not pass. This 

does seem absurd and was a 
reflective part of the atmos-
phere in the evening and was 
considered out of touch par-
ticularly when most students 
gave up their time – stud-
ies and social to take part in 
something where they were 
not able to sway their stu-
dents union to take action. 
Luckily the first motion was 
virtually unanimous and 
therefore passed – but others 
that did pass on the basis of 
ratio: for and against, within 
quoracy, did not pass overall 
as they did not meet the 200 
in favour votes.

I do not blame anyone 
for this, the constitution is 
a summation of efforts over 
many years but I believe it 
would be the correct direc-
tion for student union if a 
more practical edge is ap-
plied and the numbers nec-
essary to move motions after 
the quoracy stage is reached, 
are revised. There is a flip 

side to this, how can 200 
students be reflective of a 
much larger union, but simi-
lar arguments can be said 
for some elections or repre-
sentatives, nonetheless we 
resume in the best interest of 
active information. I do not 
think students should wait 
years for this one opportu-
nity to arise and then fail on 
them again. 

Jonathan Dixon
Pendle College

#General 
Meeting 
Tweets

“great turnout and debate 
by everyone there! Hopefully 
the next GM will be that busy. 
#democracyinaction”

- @WesCosgriff

“I like that people 
want more information  
before they vote. Weird that  
people haven’t even heard of 
the George Fox Six though.  
#LUSUgeneralmeeting”

- @EmilyCBlanchard

“Vote to oppose the Busi-
ness Process Review - rough-
ly 369 (yay!) 0 against and 1 
abstention (boo!) #LUSU”

- @LancsLabourClub

“Bloody awful. LUSU  
constitution demand  
quoracy of 200 & 
for a motion to pass  
majority of at least 200.  
Announced mid-AGM;  
disgusting #LUSU”

- @LancsLabourClub

“bowled over by the  
turnout to @LancasterSU’s 
General Meeting tonight, 
currently queuing in the rain 
#studentsfightingback”

- @willmac06

“Interesting @Lancas-
terSU General meeting, with 
the anti BPR motion being 
passed.”

- @p_mortimer

“Voting at the #LUSUGM... 
We could do with those little 
yellow cards they used at the 
@NUJDM”

- @SamNewsham

“1hr30 until @Lancas-
terSU General Meeting! Get  
everyone you can down to 
George Fox with purple cards 
at 6.30!!”

- @angus_bowron

 
Letters to the Editor should 
be sent to
scan@lancaster.ac.uk
(SCAN reserves the right to 
edit letters and tweets for  
publication).
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The club on a trip to Coniston last November. Photo provided by LU Hiking Club

Rhys Elias
Sports Editor

SCAN speaks to Hiking 
club Exec member Sam Har-
rison about Lancaster’s big-
gest society on campus.

Can you tell me a little bit 
about the club?

Formed in 1967, Lancas-
ter University Hiking Club 
is one of the largest student 
outdoor societies in the UK. 
Membership is open to all, 
including those who aren’t 
a member of the University. 
It is this diverse member-
ship that gives the club such 
a varied social mixture and 
wide-ranging appeal. There 
are walkers and climbers, be-
ginners and the experienced, 
and all abilities and extremes 
are catered for. Membership 
costs £9 for the remaining 
two terms of the year and for 
this you get to lend club gear. 
It also goes towards subsidis-
ing our larger events.

How often do you go on 
trips and where do you usu-
ally go to?

We go on roughly six Sun-
day trips and three weekend 
trips each term – so every 
weekend during term time! 
Sunday trips tend to be to 
the Lake District or the York-
shire Dales, whilst we venture  
further afield to Scotland and 
Wales for our weekend trips.

How do the trips usually 
work?

For Sunday trips, we  
usually leave campus at 
8:45am and travel by mini-
bus to our destination. We’re 
lucky to have a dedicated 
team of leaders that will plan 
and lead walks for us, and so 
when we arrive the leaders 
announce what walks they’ll 
be doing and people can 

then choose what they want 
to do. We try our best to cater 
for all abilities. After the walks 
we head to pub and then to 
the chippy before the drive 
back to Lancaster.

For weekend trips, we 
leave sometime on Friday 
afternoon and return late on 
Sunday evening. We usually 
camp but also sometimes 
stay in bunkhouses. Gener-
ally speaking, there will be 
a few bigger walk options 
on the Saturday and then 
we might just go for a short 
bimble on the Sunday be-
fore packing up the tents and 
driving home.

“It is one of 
the largest 
student 
outdoor 
societies in 
the UK”

What is the biggest trip of 
the year?

Our biggest trip of the 
year is our annual Glencoe 
trip. It’s a legendary occa-
sion and is so good (and has 
been going on so long) that 
alumni know to show up 
and enjoy the good times 
once more. Saturday night 
is spent in the world-famous  
Clachaig Inn and it is, with-
out fail, always a fantastic 
night with a great atmos-
phere. 

Afterwards, we head back 
to the campsite for a big 
campfire and at some point 
in the evening there will 
most likely be a rendition 
of the club’s song; The Wild 
Rover.

Meet the Hiking Club
 

What gear would you usu-
ally take for a trip?

What gear you take hiking 
depends greatly on the time 
of year, but we have a few es-
sentials that you must have 
to come on trips. These in-
clude full waterproofs, plenty 
of layers to keep warm, walk-
ing boots with ankle support, 
food and drink for the day, 
hat and gloves and a head 
torch (especially during the 
winter as we quite often walk 
into the dark). We’ll provide 
specialist items like cram-
pons and ice axe for win-
ter walking as well as tents, 
stoves, maps and compasses.

What is the best story you 
have from a trip?

There are too many to 
choose from! I’ve been in the 
club just over a year and I’ve 
lost count of the amazing and 
often hilarious things that 
have gone on. Some of the 
highlights have to include: 
carrying a suitcase over a 
wire bridge in the pitch black 
for a member that hadn’t re-
ceived the email stating we’d 
be crossing a wire bridge and 
not to bring a suitcase. That 
was rather funny, as was – 
in retrospect at least – one 
of the minibuses driving off 
from Glencoe this year with 
the keys for the gear van that 
was back at the campsite, 

only to realise an hour down 
the road and having to turn 
back!

How can potential mem-
bers contact the club?

The best way is in person 
– we’re at the Faraday Foyer 
(outside Faraday Lecture 
Theatre) every weekday from 
1-2pm. We can be contacted 
by email at hiking@lancaster.
ac.uk or on our Facebook 
page at www.luhc.org.uk/fa-
cebook.  Or you can contact 
us via our website at www.
luhc.org.uk, has got loads 
more information about the 
club, so check it out and you 
might find answers to your 
questions there!
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Sean Connor

Lancaster .............................0 
Leeds .....................................3

Leeds Metropolitan 
women’s volleyball team 
took on the Lancaster Firsts 
with an anxious feeling 
amongst spectators. Leeds’s  
reputation precedes them in 
the league, as they are unde-
feated this year and on a path of  
destruction.

Lancaster started well,  
taking a quick two point lead 
with high spirits. However, 
Leeds came back quickly 
and showed that this would 
be no walkover for the Red 
Rose team. Lancaster’s la-
dies kept up with the pace 
of play against a Leeds team 
that arguably weren’t play-
ing at their usual standard. 
Although the points were 

beginning to amount on the 
Leeds scoreboard with the 
Lancaster ladies stretched 
about the court, the home 
side remained controlled in 
defence yet narrowly missed 
opportunities to spike the 
ball over the net. Lancaster 
Captain Guoda Cibaitė dem-
onstrated a tremendous ef-
fort darting about the court 
keeping the ball afloat in the 
defensive sector. Set One fin-
ished with the score line at 
25-8 to Leeds.

Set Two began like the first 
as Lancaster took the first 
few points with confidence. 
In response, Leeds began to 
heighten their quality of play 
as the score line began to 
increase on the side of the 
visitors. Several errors were 
costing Lancaster precious 
points although glimmers of 
hope came from Lancaster’s 

Miero who fired in successive 
serves clinching a few points 
back. It became apparent that 
the height of the Leeds ladies 
was a contributing factor in 
their ability to score. Howev-
er, Lancaster’s serves from all 
players on the field were de-
livered with great strength, as 
they took greater control over 
the rallies. Despite this, the set 
finished 25-7 to Leeds.

The height 
of Leeds 
ladies was 
a huge 
factor

Set Three played out al-
most identical to the other 

two but with some promis-
ing moments for Lancaster.  
Loucca performed well on 
the right side of the court 
keeping the ball afloat and 
assisting progressive attacks. 
Yip Cheuk Ling of Lancaster 
also showed excellent defen-
sive skill as Leeds serves were 
swallowed and played onto 
the forwards. The set finished 
once again with 25-7 victory 
to Leeds.

After the game, Captain 
Cibaitė talked of her “huge 
disappointment as the match 
uncovered certain psycho-
logical issues in the team to 
be dealt with. It always hurts 
when you lose, but defeat 
also works as an incentive 
to strive harder and push 
yourself to the limits. Some-
times you just need to touch 
the bottom line to rise like a 
phoenix from the ashes.”

Undefeated Leeds prove too much 

for Lancaster ladies

Volleyball

Pendle in action against Fylde. Photo by Jay Theis 

Ultimate Frisbee

Ultimate round up from the weekend
regard to their performance. 
The Pendle team finished 
top of the group and were 
on form from the start with 
slick passing and tactical 
play. Graduate college also 
showed their dominance 
by finishing second. Unlike 
all of the other successful  
colleges, Graduate had no 
Fish players (members of the 
University team) and were 
severely handicapped as 
they were only playing with 
four people as opposed to 
five, due to lack of a turn out.

In the second group, it was 
Lonsdale that finished top of 
the four colleges. They put in 
an extremely confident per-
formance against the other 
teams and were particularly 
quick at scoring the points 
they did. Grizedale man-
age to cinch qualification in 
second place of the group as 
they comfortably beat both 
County and Cartmel.

Elsewhere, the Women’s 
Indoor Regionals was also 
being played over the same 

Alex Rastall
Sports Editor

Ultimate Frisbee was cer-
tainly Lancaster’s sporting 
highlight of the weekend, 
featuring in both the Carter 
Shield and the Women’s  
Indoor Regionals.

On Sunday, all of the  
colleges gathered in the 
sports hall in a bid to  
compete and make it through 
the qualifying stages.

The day played out with 
the colleges being divided 
into two qualifying groups. 
The first group consisted of 
Pendle, Bowland, Furness, 
Fylde and Graduate, whilst 
the second group included 
County, Grizedale, Lonsdale 
and Cartmel. The groups all 
played against each other, 
with the top two colleges 
from each group qualifying 
for the upcoming final.

From the first group it 
was clear that Pendle and  
Graduate were the two 
stand-out colleges with  

BUCS 
books 
Lancs
Marc Handley
Vice President (Activities)

In the weeks leading 
up to the Christmas vaca-
tion, myself and a couple of  
members of staff here in  
Activities were visited 
by the BUCS Regional  
members to hold our termly  
meeting to discuss our  
University Sport, and an 
idea was passed around. 
What if Lancaster could do  
something to put itself on the 
map more in terms of BUCS? 
We’re a fantastic institution 
which, over recent years has 
started to slip away from the 
eyes of the sporting body  
responsible for our  
Wednesday match-
es, so we decided to 
bid for the Northern  
Conference Cup finals.

I hope to 
see lots of 
supporters  

I am very proud to say 
that last week I got an 
email from the regional 
chair of BUCS stating that  
Lancaster had been  
successful in our  
application, and that on 
Wednesday 21st March, 
we will be hosting over 70  
different teams from across 
the north in their respective  
Conference Cup final  
matches.  These 
range from football, to  
rugby, to badminton and  
beyond; but there is  
something even more  
exciting too.  We currently 
have six teams still in the 
Cup with an amazing chance 
of progressing through to a 
home final, namely women’s 
rugby, women’s lacrosse, 
netball firsts, women’s  
badminton, men’s basketball 
and men’s squash firsts.

I hope to see as many of 
you down supporting these 
teams, and all our other ones 
in the upcoming weeks... and 
the Red Rose Army will carry 
marching on, on, on.

weekend in Sheffield.
There were fifteen teams 

in the tournament with 
the potential to qualify for  
Nationals. Unfortunately for 
Lancaster, a draw with the 
hosts meant that they just 
missed out on the top tier 
of eight teams as they came 
off worse in a battle of point  

difference.
Nonetheless, although 

the Lancaster women failed 
to make the top eight, they 
continued to play well over 
the rest of the weekend.

Their efforts paid off as 
they won the Plate – the 
prize of the second tier,  
beating York’s seconds 11-0.
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Tense finale sees Lancaster beat Sheffield
Table Tennis

David Walker

With Lancaster trailing 
Sheffield by three points 
in the league and having  
already lost 17-0 to them 
this season, Lancaster were 
looking not only to avenge 
the defeat but also to level 
themselves with their rivals 
in the table. With both teams 
comprising of four players 
each, each player took it 
in turns to play each other  
before a doubles-finale.

After a long wait for  
Sheffield firsts to even arrive, 
the first match finally got  
under way with Sheffield 
captain, Matt Goold, taking 
on Lancaster’s Jim Cao.

After an initial slow start 

and Goold claiming the first 
game, Cao managed to claw 
it back in an impressive first 
contest taking the match 3-1.

Despite the promising 
start, Lancaster were pegged 
back immediately with  
Sheffield’s Biao Yang defeat-
ing Reeve Lo 3-1.

The last of the initial 
contests was played out by 
Lancaster’s Liary Wen and 
Sheffield’s Janosch Prinz 
in what was perhaps the  
tighest contest in the whole 
match. Wen looked to have 
sealed victory after storming 
to a two game lead before 
Prinz’s excellent play pulled 
it back to 2-2. In an intense 
final game that finished 11-8, 
Printz managed to steal the 

contest 3-2, giving Sheffield 
an overall lead.

However, Wen made im-
mediate amends for his first 
contest during the second 
set of bouts, as he brushed 
aside Sheffield’s Hera Taw-
feeq 3-0 without conced-
ing more than five points 
in each game. Wen’s rapid 
victory levelled the scores 
overall until Cao propelled 
Lancaster into a brief lead.

Like Cao, Lancaster’s cap-
tain, David Bruce, was also 
on exemplary form, win-
ning contests against Shef-
field’s Prinz and Tawfeeq, 
3-1 and 3-0 respectively. 
After the minor set-back 
of a 3-2 loss to Sheffield’s 
Yang, Bruce continued his 

form as he faced his fellow 
Sheffield captain, Goold, in 
the one of the last contests 
of the match. Goold, who 
had a disappointing after-
noon could only win the first 
game before Bruce swept up 
the points and took it to 3-1.

With only two contests 
remaining and Lancas-
ter leading 8-7 overall, the 
penultimate contest saw 
Lancaster only needing to 
win the contest to win the 
match.

Lo and Tawfeeq, who 
had not won a contest be-
tween them all afternoon, 
were now ironically fighting 
it out for the spoils in what 
turned out to be a nail-biting 
affair. Tawfeeq’s decisive 3-1  

victory spun the match on 
its head, which meant that 
the match winners would be 
decided in a doubles-finale.

With the scores level, it 
was down to Lancaster’s 
Cao and Wen to defeat  
arguably Sheffield’s best 
players on the day: Prinz and 
Yang. After some intense  
rallies and some prema-
ture celebrations from the  
buoyant Wen, Lancaster 
climaxed the match with a 
majestic 3-1 doubles victory 
to secure a hard-fought 9-8 
win over Sheffield.

The victory means that 
Lancaster join level on 
points with Sheffield, albeit 
still trailing heavily on point 
difference.

Alex Rastall
Sports Editor

The Lancaster Bombers 
American Football team are 
undoubtedly going to be 
one of the University’s teams 
in the spotlight over the 
coming weeks as they gear 
themselves up for the epic 
battle that will ensue against 
York at Roses.

Alongside the Men’s 
Hockey Thirds, the Bomb-
ers are the only other team 
to remain unbeaten in the 
tournament’s history.

The first match between 
the two rivals was during 
their first Roses clash away 
in 2009 where the Bombers 
won 28-12. In Roses 2010, 
they won on their home 
ground 22-6. And, finally, in 
Roses 2011, they continued 
to dominate, winning 18-6.

In fact, they have only lost 
to the York Centurions once 
in a regular season, 3-2 in 
2010-11, highlighting just 
how impressive their track 
record against them is.

The Bombers were set to 

play the Centurions at home 
at the start of February but a 
frozen pitch meant that the 
game had to be delayed to a 
later date.

With regard to the rest 
of their season this year, 
however, the Bombers have 
struggled to replicate their 
winning capabilities in the 
Northern League.

“We had 
a tough 
start to the 
season”

The teams in the league 
have to play eight games, 
and then those lying top of 
the table make the play-offs 
which involves playing other 
teams around the country in 
a knockout format. Last sea-
son, the Bombers made it to 
this stage and finished 12th 
in the country.

Currently, sitting ninth in 
the table, four places below 

York, the team have only 
beaten the Leicester Long-
horns and have lost to the 
UH Sharks, Leeds Carnegie, 
Sheffield Hallam Warriors 
and Sheffield Sabres. There-
fore, as it stands, the only 
chance the Bombers have to 
make the play-offs this year 
is to win every one of their 
remaining games against 
York, Bradford and Hudders-
field, which is a difficult but 
still a perfectly doable task.

One of the reasons for this 
is primarily due to the fact 
that having had a number of 
their senior players leaving 
last year; the squad is having 

to rebuild itself entirely.
Unlike most other sports, 

American Football is often 
a new endeavour for those 
who come to university and 
thus involves learning eve-
rything from scratch making 
the redevelopment of a team 
a harder challenge than it 
would otherwise be.

President of the club, Dan 
Katri, commented: “We had 
a tough start to the season, 
playing some of the better 
teams in our conference. 
The rookies are getting bet-
ter and better week by week 
and we feel confident that 
we can have a big finish to 

the season. It is not going 
to be as impressive as our 
season last year; this year is 
much more developmental.”

Katri finished by stating: 
“We have our sights set on 
Roses, with the return of 
Marc Handley and it being 
on our home ground this 
year, the game is going to be 
extra special.”

With optimism for the rest 
of the season and a ruth-
less determination to remain 
unbeaten in the prestigious 
Roses tournament, it will 
certainly be exciting to see 
how this year concludes for 
the Bombers.

Bombers in action against York at Roses 2010. Photo by Tom Skarbek-Wayznski

All or nothing 
for the Lancaster 
Bombers

Team in the Spotlight



Thirds and Seconds mark a successful home week for the netball club

Whitewash victories for netball teams

Rhys Elias
Sports Editor

Victories for the  
Lancaster University  
Second and Third Netball 
teams marked a successful 
week for University netball. 
The double victories see 
the Thirds sit comfortably 
in third place in their league 
,whilst the Seconds cur-
rently sit top of their table on 
goal difference. Both of the 
days matches saw Lancaster 
triumph with incredibly hard 
fought victories, the Third’s 
match finishing 39-32 whilst 
the Second’s finished 37-32.

The first match of the 
day saw the Thirds face 
off against MMU Cheshire  
Second’s (a team which had 
beaten them in their last  
encounter). The open-
ing minutes saw the two 
sides exchange goals with  

Lancaster exploiting the 
height advantage offered 
to them in goal shooter 
Carla Bayliss to secure 
an early advantage going 
into the second quarter.  
Lancaster’s ladies began 
to put their foot on their  
accelerator in the  
second quarter with 
goals from goal attack  
Rosie Spencer adding to the  
tally as Lancaster began to  
dominate in attack through 
some excellent passing and 
movement. 

A series of obstruc-
tions in the shooting cir-
cle hindered the MMU de-
fence throughout the game 
and allowed the Thirds to  
capitalize. The Thirds also 
found themselves with acres 
of space plenty of times in 
the match leaving the MMU 
defence in disarray. With 
the game as close as it was 

and MMU never far behind, 
there was all to play for in 
the fourth quarter, yet Lan-
caster held it together to seal  
victory. Captain Aimee 
Brown had this to say at 
the end of the game; “It 
was a tough match but I’m 
so proud of the girls who 
fought for every ball. Having 
lost the first time we played 
them last term, this win 
shows how much we have 
improved and how ready we 
are to beat York at Roses.”

The second match of 
the day saw the Lancaster  
Seconds face the Univer-
sity of Liverpool Thirds in  
another thrilling yet closely 
fought encounter. The game 
began with a series of missed 
chances on both sides but 
with a slightly calmer pace 
compared to the first game. 
Some great pressure saw 
a fantastic interception by 

Richardson lead to a goal by 
Captain Holly Archer which 
brought the first quarter to 
a close with a respectable 
8-4 score line. Some sharp 
shooting by Richardson kept 
Lancaster in the driving seat 
yet Liverpool were never far 
behind causing Lancaster to 
step up their defence. Much 
like the first game, it became 
apparent that there was all 
the play for going in to the 
final quarter with Liverpool 
less than ten points away. 
Lancaster looked wor-
ried as Liverpool began the  
final quarter with succes-
sive goals slowly clawing 
back to touching distance. 
The home side kept their 
composure to close out the 
game making use of their 
obvious advantage in attack 
and defence to bring the  
final score to 37-32. After the 
game, Captain Holly Archer 

had this to say to SCAN; 
“being a later game in the 
season and having had little 
practice for a while, it was 
a slow start but we started 
to get used to each other 
again. It was a challenging 
game but we dominated in 
the second half.”

The Second’s next game 
sees them face Liverpool 
Hope University Firsts at 
home while the Thirds are 
away to the University of 
Cumbria Second’s. With 
both sides in promising 
positions in their leagues, 
victories in the remaining 
league fixtures are crucial.

With success at home, the 
Firsts were also successful in 
a match against Manchester. 
Completing a whitewash 
for the netball club, the 
team were victorious with a 
scoreline of 47-39 over their 
North West rivals.

Aimee Brown looks for a pass in the Thirds match. Photo by Jay Theis


