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News from our gardening team  
The garden team have had a busy few months getting to know the wonderful gardens and exciting 
plants here. We have been given the brief of creating a world class garden, full of personality, soul 
and colour, with year-round interest, during the next two years. We are starting from a great 
position thanks to the vision and hard work of the previous owners, but there is a lot to do.

On top of all the usual seasonal gardening tasks, we have been carrying out renovation pruning 
on many overgrown shrubs and climbers. The process of renovation pruning has long-term 
benefits for plant health and appearance, but can look shocking in the short-term. We have 
started with our bold pruning on the Taxus baccata (yew) topiary, which will be completed when 
birds fledge identified nests, and the Buxus (box) in the formal gardens. Our plan is to get the 
topiary and hedges back to the size they were when the garden was in its prime. This will be 
better for air flow, improve light for neighbouring plants, will ensure we are able to manage pests 
and diseases more efficiently, and we think they will look better. 

We have been sowing vegetables, flowers and herbs in the Herb Garden, so that we can supply  
the Old Bell Hotel with produce. 

We have had some difficult days including removing many hellebores due to an outbreak of 
Hellebore Black Death. And we have a lot of weeding ahead of us to get on top of the ground elder 
and bindweed. 

The most exciting part of starting work in a new garden is noticing new plants appear each day. 
The Pollards have planted an extraordinary and varied collection of plants and the process of 
identifying them will be ongoing. We enjoyed a wonderful display of Galanthus (snowdrops), 
Narcissus (daffodils) and Tulipa (tulips). This week we hope that you will be able to enjoy the, 
albeit fading, tulips and the start of the tree peonies, Alliums, Laburnum, Wisteria, Aquilegia and 
the first of the many roses, which we expect to be stunning for the June opening day. 

Our collective skills, experience and interests make us a strong team and we are excited by the 
creative challenge and adventure ahead.

Freya, Andy, Rach and Alan

May 2022


