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News from our gardening team  
Our role continues to be a balance of managing ongoing seasonal gardening tasks with the ad hoc 
jobs that drive forward the rejuvenation of the garden. 

There is certainly enough weeding, deadheading, sowing, mowing and watering to keep us busy. 
We do try to stay on top of the weeds, but some patches of weeds are so well established that we 
have to accept that they will be tackled properly when beds are refreshed as part of our long-
term plans. 

Over recent weeks our team has focused on the formal gardens. We understand that this is a 
popular area of the garden, not least with Whit and Kim. And we know that renovating a scheme 
like this will take years to flourish once again. 

We have completed the renovation pruning of the Taxus (yew) sentinels and the Buxus (box) 
hedges in the Parterre Gardens, Upper Lawn, Lady Chapel and The Paradise. Now begins the 
journey to nurture them back to good health and shape. Reducing the size of the topiary and 
hedges will improve airflow and light for existing, and new, surrounding plants, it will help us to 
manage pests and diseases more efficiently, and the proportions will look better balanced with 
the space. 

With the Buxus hedges no longer dominating the formal garden borders, the wonderful collection 
of roses, takes centre stage. The gardens once had the largest collection of roses in Europe, some 
2000 throughout the 5-acres. We are excited to have the help of Michael Marriott, one of the 
world’s leading rosarians, to help us identify and audit this important plant collection and advise 
on new plantings. 

We have begun to harvest salads, herbs and cut flowers to supply to our cousin property, 
England’s oldest hotel just across the Cloisters, The Old Bell Hotel. 

In recent weeks we have enjoyed floral displays of Aquilegia, Paeonia, Digitalis and of course the 
Laburnum arch, coupled with its underplanting of complimentary Alliums. But we expect this 
June open day to be largely about the many roses. 

Thank you for taking the time to come and see our progress. 
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