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News from our gardening team  
Welcome back to Abbey House Manor gardens for the penultimate opening day of 2022. 

As you will know, it has been a difficult summer weather wise. During a drought, it is hard to 
justify the time and expense of watering a garden that is only seen one day a month, particularly 
when watching the devastating drought conditions in Europe on the news. This means that you 
will see dry lawns and some plants that have gone over early, but we hope that you will enjoy the 
Dahlias, Zinnias and Cosmos, that are native to Mexico, and are thriving in the parterre gardens. 

We continue to work towards our long-term goal of rejuvenating Abbey House Manor gardens. 
With that in mind, we have been pruning some of the Taxus (yew) hedges that have become too 
wide and tall. Reducing hedges improves proportions, opens up views, and these hedges will 
be easier and quicker to manage in the long-term without the use of a scaffold tower. You will 
see that we have opened up the gateway that leads into the centre of the Celtic Cross, exposing 
the beautiful stone pillars that were hidden within the hedge. Our team are delighted with the 
tweaked design that will welcome visitors and frames the stunning view. 

As the temperature gradually begins to cool our team prepares for the busiest times of the year. 
During the summer we have been gradually removing plants that we felt were past their best, 
not garden worthy, or unsustainable in terms of their maintenance needs. As the heat subsides, 
we plan to begin replanting borders; adding organic matter to improve the soil, lifting, dividing, 
moving and replanting. That’s a challenging process that will help us begin to eradicate unwanted 
weeds, revitalise plant vigour, and refresh the planting design. 

In the herb garden, we have been busy harvesting crops for the Old Bell Hotel. As beds have 
become available again, we have sown a range of winter salads and we will soon be planting onion 
sets, shallots, garlic, broad beans and peas.

Thank you for taking the time to visit the gardens today. We hope that you have found it interesting.

The Graduate Gardeners team
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