THE COWLEY MANOR ARTS AWARD

PERMANENT DISPLAYS WITHIN THE GROUNDS:

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE ROYAL COLLEGE OF ART

1 2014 Winning Sculpture
Chicken Soup by Lucia Quevedo
			
2 2015 Winning Sculpture 				
Stolen Friend by Miguel Soto Karelovic

The Cowley Manor Arts Award is a sculpture
competition, offering a unique insight into the
emerging talents from the world-famous Royal College
of Art. The project partially funds both materials and
tutoring, presents an opportunity for students to create
a commercial commission, and places students and
their work before an esteemed panel from the world of
contemporary art.

3 2013 Submission
Storm Petrels by Renata Bandeira
4 2012 Winning Sculpture
HEY by Artist Won Woo Lee
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T

he manor and Parish of Cowley owes its situation to the little River
Churn which rises at Seven Springs, runs through the lakes of Cowley
and, lower down the valley, joins other streams to become the River
Thames. Although the spelling has changed with the passing of the
centuries, the meaning of the name Cowley has always been just what
it seems - cow pasture - pasture land supporting a small, self-sufficient,
agricultural community. Since the entry for Cowley in the Doomesday
Book, the number of people in the village has seldom exceeded one
hundred. It is likely that the land around Cowley, with its plentiful supply
of water and its sheltering woods and hills, has been settled by man since
the earliest days of recorded history.

T

he present church was built in the early 13th century, probably on the
site of an earlier building since the font is Norman. Nine hundred
years ago, the church and manor of Cowley were given by Edward the
Confessor to the Abbey of Pershore from which they were leased by the
noble family of Berkeley who, at that time, owned half of Gloucestershire.
There is mention of a Sir Richard Cowley, possibly a poor relation of the
great Berkeley, but the line seems to have died out and after the dissolution
of the monasteries in the time of Henry VIII, Cowley became part of the
endowments of the Dean and Chapter of Westminster.

O

f subsequent tenants little is known until 1695. Henry Brett built the
first important manor house, no doubt the site of an existing house
since he chose the obvious position, just below the church, sheltered from
the winds which sweep across the Cotswolds. A later Mr Brett was noted
for an extravagent passion for bell-ringing, the pursuance of which seems
to have dissipated the family fortunes, and the house changed hands
several times until the Dean and Chapter of Westminster parted with the
lease to a wealthy landowner, James Hutchinson.

I

n 1850, Mr Hutchinson built a new, square house of Italian design
incorporating the stones of Henry Brett’s old house. This now forms
the east end of the present building. From the little stream that had fed
the old mill which was now demolished, he constructed the upper lake
in front of the house and built the cascades. The avenue through the
wood was made in such a way as to be centred on the 1850 form of the
house. Hence it is not central now.
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S

ince James Hutchinson’s time, the house has had several owners
but owes its present appearance to Sir James Horlick (the Malted
Milk magnate) who, at the beginning of the century, finished the work
of earlier builders by extending the covered way which had joined the
1850 house to the older west wing. This was widened and built upwards
to form the present dining room and the rooms above, thus producing
the dignified and gracious Cowley Manor which we know today. He was
also responsible for laying out the gardens and for rebuilding many of
the cottages in the village. He lies buried in the churchyard and, in the
church, the Roll of Honour of the 1914 - 1918 War is headed by the name
of one of his sons.

L

ewis Carroll (Charles Dodgson) visited Cowley regularly, staying with
friends at what is now the Old Rectory. Local history has it that Carroll
wrote his best known book, Alice in Wonderland, during his stays in the
village, drawing his inspiration from the grounds of Cowley Manor.

D

uring the Second World War, Cowley was requisitioned to house
Cheltenham Ladies College as a safe haven from German air attacks
as it was thought the Luftwaffe would find it difficult to launch raids down
the narrow Churn Valley. This proved to be correct and the fine ladies of
the College survived the War fully intact.

A

fter the War, Cowley Manor fell into something of a decline with most
of the original fittings and fixtures in the house and in the garden
ripped out or allowed to disintegrate by the local council. It was bought
by Peter and Jessica Frankopan in 1999 and, over the next three years,
Cowley Manor was scrupulously restored and rebuilt.

T

he Main House, which had 47 bedrooms and countless sub-divided
rooms on the ground floor, was transformed into 15 bedrooms with
large bathrooms and public areas. The Stable Block was re-designed
and re-configured with bedrooms built over one, two and three levels.
C-Side spa was sunk into the Grade II* listed grounds after exceptional
permission was given by English Heritage, who have subsequently often
referred to Cowley and C-Side as one of the most exciting and leading
projects in an historical setting in the south of the UK.
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