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Leisure, travel, charity events, social gatherings; the Island’s business community 
with their suits o� .

W
hat constitutes the perfect menu 

for a fantastic UK break? Having 

the freedom of the open road with 

your own car is a tasty hors d’oeuvre; picking 

a route that takes in the kind of locations 

you like is an unbeatable starter, and fi nding 

fabulous places to stay provides a memorable 

main!

Our recent sojourn to the south-west of 

England – with a two-centre break, taking 

in Bath and rural Wiltshire proved what we 

already suspected – you don’t have to fl y half 

way round the world to enjoy a perfect stress-

busting break.

Holidays are all about relaxation and setting 

your own agenda, and the moment we 

drove onto the Isle of Man Steam Packet 

Company’s fastcraft, Manannan in Douglas 

harbour a sense of wellbeing descended 

upon us! With none of the well-documented 

hassle associated with airports and fl ying, the 

process was smooth and easy. Two hours 

and 45 minutes later we berthed at Pier Head, 

Liverpool and having read our newspapers 

and magazines from cover to cover over a 

tasty breakfast, we were ready to start our 

road journey.

The drive to Bath is perfectly straightforward 

involving the M6, M5 and M4.  If you are doing 

it in one go you can expect it to take around 

three hours and forty minutes. We were in no 

hurry and broke the journey by catching up 

with friends in Cheshire en route.

THE FREEDOM OF THE 
OPEN ROAD

Beautiful Bath and wonderful Wiltshire are waiting
to be explored… By Simon Richardson

Beautiful Bath
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Our destination in the UK’s most famous 

Spa town was the Z Hotel in the city centre; 

clean, friendly and ultra modern it was a tad 

over £60 for a double room with breakfast. A 

brilliant perk is that guests are also invited into 

the bar area between 5pm and 8pm for free 

wine and cheese – well, it would be rude not 

to, wouldn’t it?

Bath is the jewel in the Crown in the 

picturesque county of Somerset. With its world 

famous Roman Baths, hot springs, glorious 

Georgian architecture and stunning location 

straddling the River Avon it’s no surprise that 

this compact city is one of the most visited 

World Heritage sites in Europe. It’s also easily 

navigable on foot with all the major attractions 

within easy reach of each other. 

Village shop at Steeple Ashton Castle Combe



54 |

Church at Steeple Ashton

Bath o� ers something for everybody – a 

fascinating history, culture, parks, gardens, 

great shopping, a lovely theatre and some 

superb restaurants and tea-rooms. It’s a place 

you will probably return to time and time again.

Our visit was relatively brief and after a 

pleasant night in our comfortable, bijou room at 

the Z hotel we were on the road and heading 

across the county line deep into rural Wiltshire. 

Our destination was the historic Longs Arms 

pub in the picturesque village of Steeple 

Ashton. Never heard of it? Neither had we, 

but it sits in an area bursting with attractions 

including, the impossibly beautiful National 

Trust villages of Lacock and Castle Combe. 

Bath is just a half hour drive and the market 

town of Trowbridge is Steeple’s nearest ‘urban’ 

neighbour.

Steeple Ashton is like stepping back in time 

– in the nicest possible way. It’s a true village 

The Longs Arms

The Longs Arms landlady, Caroline Quartley

At the heart of everything is the lovely Longs Arms 
gastro pub – and community hub
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Travel
Douglas to Liverpool on the 

Isle of Man Steam Packet 

Company fast craft Manannan 

(taking advantage of the 5 

Day Short Break o� er).

Bath
Accommodation

 Z Hotel - 7 Saw Close, Bath 

BA1 1EY, UK

www.thezhotels.com

Steeple Ashton
Accommodation

The Longs Arms - High Street 

Steeple Ashton, Wiltshire 

BA14 6EU

+44 (0)1380 870245

enquiries@longsarms.co.uk

www.longsarms.co.uk

with friendly people, period architecture and a 

magnifi cent church (the 15th century Church of St 

Mary the Virgin). The local shop is a delightfully quirky 

a� air run by a cooperative of volunteers from within 

the village, and at the heart of everything is the lovely 

Longs Arms gastro pub – and community hub!

The impressive building is a 17th century former 

courthouse. For thirteen years it was owned and 

run by its welcoming landlady, Caroline Quartley. In 

2018 though The Longs Arms became part of the 

highly regarded Coach House Inns Group, based in 

Abergavenny. The good news for locals and visitors 

alike is that Caroline remains fi rmly at the helm as 

manager, and her longstanding, loyal team, including 

several family members, is on hand to look after 

visitors.

We stayed in the pub’s self-catering cottage, which 

adjoins the main building. It’s spacious, atmospheric 

and comfortable for up to fi ve people. There’s a 

downstairs open-plan lounge and kitchen with two 

upstairs double bedrooms (both en suite). Each 

has its own staircase but the rooms also have an 

adjoining door – ideal for families with younger 

children. With its ancient, exposed timbers and 

squeaky fl oorboards this is a cosy place to bed 

down after a delicious meal in the pub!

Behind the main building sits a spectacular 180 ft 

garden where drinkers and diners can enjoy their 

refreshments outdoors. Caroline has provided a 

well-equipped play area for younger members of 

the family, who can run free without causing undue 

disturbance! The Longs Arms is also dog friendly 

both in the pub and the rental cottage, and spacious 

outbuildings have been converted into an attractive 

function room.

Eating in the Longs Arms is a real treat. Caroline 

herself is in charge of the kitchen and along with 

her team has built up an enviable reputation for fi ne 

food. The menu is an attractive blend of traditional 

British and European dishes with a clear emphasis 

on local produce. We enjoyed an excellent meal 

in the restaurant area, which, even though it was a 

Monday, was relatively busy.

Coach House Inns’ three other gastro pubs are 

The Fox & Hounds in the Vale of Glamorgan, The 

Manor Arms in Worcestershire and The Riverside at 

Aymestrey in Herefordshire, (which won the coveted 

Best Tourism Pub in England award at the Visit 

England Awards for Excellence 2018).

Both the Manor Arms and The Riverside have 

previously been featured in Business 365 and Manx 

Life magazines.

Attractions within easy reach of Steeple Ashton 

include the magnifi cent Longleat. Covering 900 

acres, landscaped by Capability Brown, it was 

the UK’s fi rst Safari Park.  A little further afi eld (27 

miles) is Glastonbury Abbey – the earliest Christian 

Foundation in Britain.

The Beautiful Lacock Abbey, Fox Talbot Museum 

and village is just seven miles away. Lacock Abbey 

was founded in 1232 and converted into a country 

house in the mid-16th century, the cloisters and 

monastic rooms of the Abbey have survived largely 

intact.

A half hour drive south-east of Steeple Ashton is 

Stonehenge. 

These are just a few suggestions but equally worthy 

of your time are up to 20 picture-perfect villages in 

the surrounding area.


