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It’s party time
From the smartest country estates to the capital’s 

most glamorous hotels, securing the dream 
wedding venue should be your first priority

Hedsor House, Taplow, Buckinghamshire
This historic estate is a mere 45-minute drive from 
London, making it a popular choice. Managed by the 
Shephard family, the Georgian mansion has been taste-
fully restored into a luxurious party venue available for 
exclusive hire. The house is set in 100 acres of private 
parkland, with a sweeping rhododendron-lined driveway 
of more than half a mile. Couples can get married in  
the 12th-century church, some 300 yards from the main 
building, with a reception marquee on the lawn for up to 
1,500 guests. 

All bedrooms are full of character and charm, with 
restored period features, and the crown jewel is the vast 
bridal suite. One of the biggest in Europe, it boasts  
a decadent dressing area, a handmade four-poster bed 
and a balcony overlooking the landscaped gardens 
(01628 819050; www.hedsor.com)

 Lucknam Park, Colerne, 
Wiltshire
The mile-long, tree-lined driveway 
leading to this heritage hotel is certain 
to impress your guests. The building 
is set in 500 acres of Cotswolds 
countryside and you can take over the 
entire venue, with 43 bedrooms and 
suites. Exchange vows in the library 
or elegant music room, followed by 
drinks in the 1830s walled garden. 

For your wedding breakfast, the 
Restaurant Hywel Jones offers a fine- 
dining experience perfectly paired with 
wines. The ESPA spa is the place for 
pre-wedding pampering and there are 
multiple country pursuits on offer, 
including horse riding. Dogs are wel-
come, so even four-legged friends can 
be part of your special day (01225 
742777; www.lucknampark.co.uk)

 Deer Park, Buckerell, Devon
Deer Park is an exquisite retreat where you can plan days of fun and the Georgian 
party pad is available for exclusive hire: think carved fireplaces, designer wall-
papers, antique furniture, gallery walls of artwork and herb pots scenting the air. 
The light-flooded orangery is a striking setting for a ceremony, with views onto 
the Italian gardens. Outside are wildflower meadows, orchards, woodland and 
secret gardens. Alfresco feasts are encouraged and the chefs predominantly 
serve British food with a Mediterranean twist, using ingredients from the estate. 
Accommodation includes a playhouse, a shed and a secluded treehouse for 
the newly-weds, with log burner, roll-top bath and wrap-around balcony. Every 
wedding here is bespoke and, according to the team, the more extraordinary 
the request, the better (01404 41266; www.deerpark.co.uk)

Rural wedding venues
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 Sibton Park, Wilderness Reserve, Suffolk 
Wilderness is known best for staycations and  
is the ultimate stage for a wedding weekender. 
The vast country estate has 42 bedrooms located 
in a Georgian mansion, Suffolk pink farmhouses, 
the coach house and barn, as well as cosy cot-
tages and the walled-garden property. Only 
hosting a handful of weddings each year, the 
team will deliver on any request, such as a wood- 
land fire feast, a relaxed poolside barbecue or  
a bonfire experience complete with mulled wine 
and toasted marshmallows. 

Your ceremony can be held at Sibton Park,  
in the ornate drawing room, or at the nearby  
village church, followed by a reception in the 
orangery for up to 240 guests. Explore the 
estate in style by Pashley bicycle or hop into 
one of the Land Rovers, there to transport you 
around the 8,000 acres. You can also enjoy 
country pursuits such as clay-pigeon shooting, 
fishing and archery (01986 802113; www. 
wildernessreserve.com)

 Merriscourt, Sarsden, Oxfordshire
Home to Tom Astor and his family and located up a mile-
long driveway, you have to be looking to find this Cotswolds 
hilltop farm-turned-wedding venue. The cluster of old stone 
buildings have been lovingly restored and, over the past 20 
years, many famous faces—including royalty—have stayed 
here, thanks to its private location and peaceful atmosphere. 
It’s the third highest point in Oxfordshire, with spectacular 
views. There are three beautiful, interlinking traditional barns, 
a fully stocked pub and a classic Bentley S2 for transporting 
the bridal party. The farm sleeps 31 in the old farmhouse, 
cosy cottages and cleverly restored Pump House for the 
bride and groom. In summer months, you can make use  
of the delightful courtyard, with cascading roses, for your 
drinks reception. Staff here will make you feel totally at ease 
and it’s a true blank canvas to make your own (01608 
658585; www.merriscourt.com)

 St Audries Park, West 
Quantoxhead, Somerset 
With panoramic views of the rolling 
Somerset hills, coastline and beyond, 
this 100-acre estate is available for 
exclusive hire. The winding drive-
way leads to a dramatic Gothic 
manor house with a picturesque 
church, several cottages and lodges 
nestled around the grounds, pro-
viding accommodation for more 
than 100 guests. 

Hold your ceremony in the opulent 
Victorian orangery with its golden 
aisle, surrounded by manicured 
grounds and a fountain. The ban-
queting hall in the main house can 
seat up to 130 people for a fine-

dining extravaganza overlooking the 
rose garden. You will have a dedi-
cated personal wedding manager 
ensuring you and your guests have 
a carefree stay, from the moment 
you arrive to the time they wave 
you off as newly-weds (01984 
633633; www.audries-park.co.uk) 
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 Dewsall Court, Hereford, Herefordshire
Set in 12 tranquil acres, Dewsall Court is an 
exclusive-hire venue designed for couples who 
want to host a relaxed celebration. The 17th-
century estate is family run and has been 
restored to the highest standard. The manor 
house sleeps 27 in luxury, boutique-style bed-
rooms and will be yours to call home for the 
duration of your stay. 

For the ceremony, there’s the option of an 
ancient church nestled at the bottom of the garden, 
the hand-painted Chinoiserie Room or you can 
head outdoors with the Black Mountains as your 
backdrop. A rustic reception can be held at the 
Wainhouse Barn, with stone walls, exposed 
beams and large doors that allow guests to spill 
out into the gardens and soak up the views. Food 
is at the heart of the estate and the in-house 
catering team will serve a mouth-wateringly 
delicious feast, made with locally sourced  
ingredients and sure to impress (01432 355058; 
www.dewsall.com)

  Cowdray, Midhurst, West 
Sussex
Cowdray estate is home to the mag- 
nificent Cowdray House, which is 
available for exclusive hire; the Tudor 
walled garden, adjacent to the 
Cowdray Ruins, is available for day 
hire. Cowdray House hosts a handful 
of weddings each year and you will 
have complete privacy in which to 
throw the most decadent of parties. 
The walled garden is ideal for laid-
back celebrations: you’ll be given  
a key to unlock the heavy oak door, 
transporting you into a magical oasis 
where the air is scented by fresh 
herbs and blossoming fruit trees. 
There’s also an on-site farm shop 
and plenty of country pursuits on offer 
for you and your guests (01730 
812423; www.cowdray.co.uk)

Notley Abbey, Haddenham, Buckinghamshire
Built in the 12th century, Notley Abbey was once home to Sir 
Laurence Olivier. Today, the medieval masterpiece is part of the 
Bijou Wedding Venues portfolio. In summer months, couples 
can exchange vows in the ivy-clad walled garden under the 
quaint Nook, with the abbey (complete with fairy-tale turret) 
as a backdrop. Your drinks reception can be held in the Cloisters 
Garden before you head to the Monks’ Refectory, a stone-walled 
barn, for a wedding banquet. The space remains largely unchanged 
since Augustine monks dined there in the 13th century. Guests 
can stay the night in one of nine stylish bedrooms and the 
team can cater for up to 172 guests (0345 130 9966; www.
bijouweddingvenues.co.uk/venue/notley-abbey)
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  Corinthia London, Whitehall Place, SW1
Only a stone’s throw from the River Thames, Corinthia London is the 
place for a contemporary celebration. The dedicated wedding team will 
provide endless inspiration and help you to consider every detail to ensure 
your vision comes to life. 

The ballroom, with its own private entrance, is a fantastic space for 
large weddings and the decadent Northhall Private Dining Room (seating 
12), with mirrored walls, is perfect for an intimate affair. Foodies will love 
Kerridge’s Private Dining Room (seating 16), as it provides the ultimate 
dining experience—the best of British cuisine with a modern twist. To 
enhance the experience even further, the head sommelier is on hand  
to pair wines with each course. Penthouse suites boast river views and 
the hotel is home to the ESPA Life spa, for guaranteed pre- and post-
nuptial relaxation (020–7930 8181; www.corinthia.com)

  The Dorchester, Park Lane, 
London W1
London’s elite have flocked to The 
Dorchester for many glamorous 
gatherings over the years and this 
world-famous hotel can host any 
wedding imaginable. The 1930s 
Art Deco ballroom is a dazzling 
place to tie the knot and has its 
own private entrance off Park Lane 
for guests. Crush Hall, the Silver 
Room and the Gold Room also 
have serious style credentials and 
can be used flexibly, depending on 
numbers. For an intimate gathering 
of up to 60 guests, choose the 
Penthouse & Pavilion: with Alice-in-
Wonderland-style decor by theatre 

L’oscar London, Southampton Row, WC1
Located in the heart of historic Bloomsbury, you have Soho 
and the West End on your doorstep when you check in here. 
The decadent boutique hotel opened a few years ago and 
quickly earned its sparkling reputation for hosting lavish parties. 
Jacques Garcia was the mastermind behind transforming 
this Baroque-style, Grade II*-listed former church and grand 
literary hub into the trendy hangout it is today. Interiors are 
rich and seductive—velvet and leather fabrics are combined 
with jewel-toned hues throughout. Little touches, such as 
crystal butterfly-wing taps and a seven-storey chandelier, all 
add to the opulence. 

For weddings, the Baptist, with its octagonal, double-height 
ceiling, gives a true sense of occasion and is sure to impress 
guests for your ceremony and reception. Alternatively, the 
library is a fabulous space for a cocktail reception, with oak 
panels, glass cabinets and a decorative ceiling (020–7405 
5555; www.loscarlondon.com)

designer Oliver Messel, it’s an  
exclusive rooftop space like no other, 
with rooms leading onto a spec-
tacular terrace overlooking the city. 
You can work with the executive 
chef to create a bespoke menu 
and the in-house florist is renowned 
for show-stopping seasonal dis-
plays (020–7629 8888; www.
dorchestercollection.com)


