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Leisure, travel, charity events, social gatherings; the Island’s business community 
with their suits o� .

The pretty, chocolate box villages and towns of the 

Cotswolds epitomise all that’s special about rural 

England – and an easy crossing with the Isle of 

Man Steam Packet Company and a drive of less 

than three hours, can take you to the heart of this 

beautiful corner of south-west England.

There’s nothing quite like a touring holiday using 

your own vehicle; the freedom of the open road, 

the fact that you can pack pretty much whatever 

you want, and buy whatever you like for the 

journey home. Our plan was to take in both the 

southern Cotswolds and to return home via the 

neighbouring county of Herefordshire.

We took a short, relaxing trip on the fast craft 

Manannan to Liverpool and headed south. Our 

fi rst destination was the medieval market town 

of Tewkesbury, at the confl uence of the rivers 

Severn and Avon. It’s hard to imagine that this 

lovely, sleepy old town was once the scene of 

one of the most decisive and bloodiest battles of 

the War of the Roses in 1471. The forces loyal to 

the House of Lancaster were completely routed 

by those of the rival House of York under their 

monarch, King Edward IV. Every year the battle 

is re-enacted on the second weekend in July at 

the Tewkesbury Medieval Festival. The event is 

one of the largest of its kind in Europe, attracting 

enthusiasts from around the globe. 

We stayed in the magnifi cent Tewkesbury Park 

Hotel, atop one of the few gentle hills in the town 

and set within its own beautiful grounds and 18 

hole, par 73 parkland golf course.

 This stunning hotel has recently undergone the 

second phase of a comprehensive two-year 

refurbishment. The £4 million investment has 

resulted in the addition of nine luxury historic 
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wonders of the surrounding area
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suites, two new spa rooms, two meeting rooms, 

an Orangery and a Cocktail Lounge. The main 

foyer, reception and communal areas have also 

been completely refurbished.  The hotel’s terrace 

benefi ts from panoramic views of Tewkesbury 

and beyond. There’s even a hot tub, along with 

Alexander Rose furniture, allowing guests the 

chance to relax and take in the views or watch 

fellow guests play croquet on the lawns.  An 

extensive Leisure Club is available with a sauna, 

steam room, indoor swimming pool and gym.

It’s the kind of hotel you have to drag yourself 

away from to explore the wonders of the 

surrounding area. We stayed in the Duke of 

Somerset suite – a beautifully presented room 

with outstanding views. During the evening we 

dined in the excellent hotel restaurant, to which 

we returned for a delicious, hearty breakfast the 

following morning! 

The Tewkesbury Park is a place to relax and be 

pampered. I even indulged in a wonderful full body 

Swedish massage in the hotel Spa (£65), expertly 

administered by resident masseuse, Shelley (not a 

Swede but a Kiwi). Despite the lovely surroundings 

the hotel maintains a warm informality with 

attentive, friendly sta� .

Tewkesbury Park o� ers a range of special 

packages for every occasion – including weddings 

in the hotel’s stunning bridal suite. Great value 

Christmas deals and special packages for golfers 

are also available.

The £4 million investment has 
resulted in the addition of nine 

luxury historic suites, two new spa 
rooms, two meeting rooms, an 

Orangery and a Cocktail Lounge

Riverside’s Chef/patron Andy Link.

The bright foyer at Tewkesbury Park.

The Duke of Somerset Suite.
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Central Tewkesbury with its magnifi cent 12th 

century Abbey is a short three- minute drive or 15 

minute walk from the hotel. It o� ers a good range 

of independent shops, cafes and restaurants. A 

few miles up the road is the elegant Regency town 

of Cheltenham, and the aforementioned chocolate 

box, honey stone villages of the region are within 

easy reach in all directions.

Heading south the so-called capital of the 

Cotswolds (Cirencester) is well worth a visit. 

It’s a beautiful old Market town with charm and 

character. It’s also of historical signifi cance being 

a Roman settlement, hence its ancient name, 

Corinium. The town’s Corinium Museum has a 

major collection of Roman artefacts.

After a couple of days in the Cotswolds, the 

second part of our fi ve day break was to be a 

voyage of discovery into rural Herefordshire –one 

of England’s greenest and prettiest regions. A 

short 90 minute drive from Tewkesbury was our 

second port of call, - the fabulous Riverside – a 

country gastro pub with rooms in the tiny village of 

Aymestrey, deep in the heart of the Herefordshire 

countryside on the southern edge of the Mortimer 

Forest, yet conveniently close to both Ludlow and 

Hereford.

Authentic and atmospheric, the 16th century black 

and white building is surrounded by the natural 

beauty of the River Lugg valley.

This is a wonderful get away from it all retreat, 

with river and hill walks on its doorstep. We stayed 

in ‘The Hayloft’ a fabulous, spacious suite in a 

restored stone building within the grounds. Other 

rooms are located above the pub, and there are 

ambitious plans to create six new eco-lodges in 

the gardens at the rear of the main building. 

The Riverside’s Chef/patron is Andy Link. He 

worked at the pub as a young man before going 

o�  to university. He returned to take up the role of 

head chef a decade ago, and around 18 months 

back fulfi lled his dream to buy The Riverside.  Andy 

has his own herb and vegetable garden at the 

rear of the Inn and is passionate about the wealth 

of local produce in the area. The food at The 

Riverside attracts diners from afar and it’s easy to 

see why. This was cooking of the highest order. 

Andy and his talented team make their guests 

extremely welcome, both in the atmospheric, 

beamed bar areas and the restaurant. This is 

genuinely a country Inn well worth making a detour 

for.

It was another reluctant departure as we left The 

Riverside, but as with The Tewkesbury Hall, we 

have vowed to return. The journey north along 

the A49 took us through some magnifi cent 

countryside and pretty villages. We crossed the 

county border into Shropshire and stopped o�  

for a couple of hours in Tudor Shrewsbury, before 

arriving an hour later in Nantwich, Cheshire for a 

night with friends. The following day it was a spot 

of retail therapy, then the short hop to Liverpool to 

board Manannan for the voyage back to the Island.

As short breaks go this was as good as it gets; 

wonderful locations, stunning scenery, and top 

notch accommodation. Who needs the hassle of 

airports when you can load your car, board the 

boat without any drama and take the open road to 

wherever your fancy takes you!

FACT BOX
We travelled with the Isle of Man 

Steam Packet Company to Liverpool 

aboard the fastcraft Manannan. 

Journey time just 2 hours 45 mins. 

Check out www.steam-packet.com 

for fares and sailings information. 

The Isle of Man Steampacket 

Company’s 2018 sailing schedules 

have been released. See page 69

We stayed at the 4 star Tewkesbury 

Park Hotel, Lincoln Green Ln, 

Tewkesbury GL20 7DN. 

Phone: 01684 272300 

Web: www.tewkesburypark.co.uk

Also at The Riverside Inn (AA 4 Star 

+ 2 Rosettes), Aymestrey, Leominster 

Herefordshire HR6 9HT. 

Phone: 01568 708440

Web: www.riversideaymestrey.co.uk

The Hayloft entrance and interior (below).


