
Smart but mellow, progressive without 
being arrogant, the Cotswolds are kicking 
a new kind of welly, waking up afresh.
Nowhere does stylish country pubs, 
grand manor houses and hip boutique 
hotels quite like this part of the world. 
Here’s our pick of the best hotels in the 
Cotswolds.

N O. 38 T H E P A R K
	 Over	in	the	leafier,	more	
residential end of Cheltenham, No. 38 
The Park feels halfway between a smart 
B&B and an achingly hip boutique hotel. 
This is the type of place where you can 
rock up to breakfast at midday (and help 
yourself to a Berocca with your eggs), 
put your feet up in the sitting room with 
a pile of Sunday papers and mix yourself 
a drink from the well-stocked honesty 
bar in the hall. The 13 gorgeous rooms 
have funky wallpaper, huge cloud-like 
beds, clawfoot bathtubs and his and 
hers showers, while the ones at the front 
have lovely views over Pitville Park. 
No 38 The Park is part of The Lucky 
Onion group, a collection of design-
led Cotswolds hotels, restaurants and 
country pubs, including local favourite 
The Tavern, just a short walk away, 
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which	serves	first-class	seasonal	European	
dishes in a rustic-chic setting. For pre-or 
post-supper drinks, head straight to Gin 
& Juice, a fabulously opulent gin bar at 
the hotel’s nearby sister spot No 131, 
pouring more than 350 types of mother’s 
ruin from around the world.
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T H E W H E A T S H E A F I N N
 Fun-times pub with rooms and 
bags of style A deeply stylish pub with 
rooms which has single-handedly put 
Northleach	(just	off	the	A40	in	the	very	
heart of the Cotswolds) on the map, The
Wheatsheaf has bags of character, 
faultless	food,	and	staff	who	go	out	
of their way to make sure you feel 
looked after. The bedrooms are just 
what you would want in your own 
house: lovely colours, wallow-in-me 
baths,	a	flash	of	interesting	wallpaper,	
and proper solid furniture. Downstairs 
everybody is having fun, from local 
old	duffers	coming	in	for	a	pint	to	the	
hip crew feasting on a hog roast in 
the	delphinium-filled	garden.	Walls	
are crowded with antlered heads and 
Victorian portraits of podgy, stately 
figures.	There’s	a	treatment	room	for	
pampering, and a fabulous private 
dining room, more like a cosy banquet 
hall, with glittering chandeliers.
Book it for a party. Revel in huge 
platters of serious chips and heavenly 
chilli squid. And for breakfast? Piping 
kippers and an old-school pharmacy jar 
full of hangover cures.
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N O. 131 C H E L T E N H A M
 With a prime location bang in 
the	centre	of	Cheltenham	and	flanked	
by some of the city’s top restaurants 
and boutiques, this is, hands down, 
one of the Cotswolds’ most glamorous 
places to stay. The once-crumbling 
Georgian mansion has been kitted out 
with a mishmash of salvaged antiques 
and quirky modern art, while each of 
the 36 bedrooms comes with a show 
stopping bathroom, hand-knotted rugs 
and geometric pattern fabrics. Young, 
cheery	staff	deliver	fresh	croissants	
as part of your wake-up call before 
heartier breakfasts downstairs in the 
restaurant, while the cocktail bar is one 
of Cheltenham’s hippest hangouts, and 
at weekends the tempo amps up as D Js 
take over the decks. There’s also a clutch 
of private dining rooms and a pretty 
courtyard with a retractable roof that 
draws a sophisticated crowd on sunny 
afternoons.
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