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Villa Hotels & ResortsVilla Hotels & Resorts
  Is Redefining M.I.C.E TourismIs Redefining M.I.C.E Tourism

Increasing globalization and rapid 

expansion of business activities 

across the world has boosted 

the growth of the Global M.I.C.E 

industry. The business environment 

is often thought to be somber, 

serious and limited to boardrooms 

and conference halls, however this 

is all starting to change in one of the 

world’s most beautiful destinations. 

The Maldives have been known 

as ‘The Sunny Side of Life’ for 

decades owing to the pristine 

white beaches, endless sunshine 

and crystal clear lagoons attracting 

millions of tourists each year. The 

geographically isolated islands 

and one island one resort concept 

has come to know. Now more 

than ever, it has become more 

important to connect with clients, 

partners or colleagues in a more 

meaningful and interactive way. 

The Maldives archipelago offers that 

quintessential laid back freedom, 

encouraging guests to leave behind 

their busy schedules and immerse 

themselves in the relaxed tranquility 

of barefoot island life. The Maldives 

is emerging as one of the most 

desirable destinations to conduct 

meetings, incentives, conferences, 

and exhibitions (M.I.C.E) and was 

recently promoted at the M.I.C.E 

India and Luxury Travel Congress at 

the beginning of October 2021.

provide a safe haven of privacy, 

freedom and unique relaxed spaces 

for the Maldives to diversify and 

focus on the niche area of M.I.C.E 

tourism.

A board meeting on a private beach 

location or a team-building event 

surrounded by nature in the jungle; 

Villa Hotels & Resorts is redefining 

the meeting experience, combining 

outstanding creativity, virtual 

technology and a commitment 

to health and safety. With relaxed 

innovation at the core, meetings 

and events become a refreshing 

and stimulating experience and 

outshine the standard the industry 
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Villa Hotels & Resorts collection 

of remarkable Maldives resorts 

including Sun Island Resort & 

Spa, Royal Island Premium All-

Inclusive Resort and Paradise 

Island Resort & Spa provide privacy 

and forward thinking inspiration, 

lending themselves to productive 

meetings and motivational work 

sessions in beautifully appointed 

venues and relaxed spaces. The 

multi-functional, state of the art 

spaces both outdoors and indoors 

are designed to foster connections 

between attendees while also 

providing lively business venues 

for every size of meeting. From the 

simple to the elaborate, all meetings 

and events are designed to engage 

attendees. Incorporating energizing 

activities and innovative team-

building techniques guaranteed to 

make every experience educational 

yet active and informal, the resorts 

lead in fun team-building events 

designed to bring people together 

with a creative vision.

Villa Hotels & Resorts specialist 

resort teams work closely with 

M.I.C.E planners to craft unique and 

memorable meetings and events 

tailored to meet each client’s needs. 

Ensuring seamless communication, 

planning and execution; every 

design detail is customized to create 

a bespoke meeting or event. To 

enhance engagement and reinforce 

group involvement, meetings and 

events are enriched by immersive 

culinary experiences delivered by 

a team of expert chefs. Delivering 

highly personalized and authentic 

hospitality is at the forefront of Villa 

Hotels & Resorts M.I.C.E experiences.

A board meeting on a private beach 

location or a team-building event 

surrounded by nature in the jungle; 

Villa Hotels & Resorts is redefining 

the meeting experience.



Villa Hotels & Resorts collection of 

Maldives properties introduce a new 

way to cycle on water. The Schiller 

Water Bike is the latest exhilarating 

water activity to be launched at 

Royal Island Premium All-Inclusive 

Resort, Paradise Island Resort & Spa 

and Sun Island Resort & Spa, as part 

of Villa Hotels & Resorts innovative 

activities and experiences.

Described as a Premium bike 

meets Ultra-Portable Catamaran, 

the latest Schiller water bike with 

its modular design and easy to 

assemble compact frame, allows 

unforgettable moments immersed 

in nature, the new aquatic invention 

presents a plethora of unique 

perspectives above and below the 

water surface.

With nearly one billion bikes around 

the globe built for land, the founder 

Jessica Schiller decided in 2013 

it was time to explore the roads 

less traveled. She became the first 

person in history to cycle across 

San Francisco Bay and Hudson 

River by water. Eight years later, 

Schiller is the specialist in the field 

of sustainable mobility by water. All 

you to go from land to water within 

10 minutes. Pedal smoothly through 

the glassy lagoon water while 

marveling at the exotic marine life 

below the surface; this is aquatic 

fitness at its finest.

Launching first at the tropical 

oasis of Royal Island Premium 

All-Inclusive Resort, located in the 

Maldives only UNESCO Biosphere 

Reserve of Baa Atoll, the Schiller 

Water Bike is an energizing activity 

to witness the very best of the 

Maldives. In keeping with Villa 

Hotels & Resorts mission to create 

Explore. Dream. DiscoverExplore. Dream. Discover
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with the aim of improving life on our 

blue planet.

The Schiller Water Bike is the 

only one of its kind. It has the 

character and quality of a racing 

bike, but the ease and comfort 

of a regular bicycle. Built to allow 

easy adaptation from traditional 

cycling to aquatic cycling, this is the 

world’s most innovative water bike. 

Propelled by pedals and steered by 

handlebars, the water bike base is 

made from two floating chambers, 

manufactured in ultra-resistant 

drop stick material similar to that 

of a catamaran which allows it to 

achieve perfect floatability and 

very little resistance to the water. 

By pedaling, the bike is propelled 

forward by a propeller similar to that 

of a boat propeller achieving speeds 

of up to 10 kmh.

To preserve the natural island 

locations and fragile environment, 

Villa Hotels & Resorts operate several 

energy and water saving initiatives 

in addition to donating plastic for 

recycling to Parley for the Oceans. As 

modern and innovative eco resorts, 

the company has implemented 

strategic action plans to maintain 

a low environmental footprint and 

help make a nationwide difference 

in the fight against climate change. 

Made in California, the Schiller Water 

Bike promotes a healthy, emission-

free and even sustainable way to 

get around; aligning effortlessly with 

Villa Hotels & Resorts commitment 

to environmental sustainability.

Since the introduction of the Schiller 

Water Bike at each of Villa Hotels 

& Resorts properties, guests have 

been fascinated by the adventurous 

discovery and endless fitness 

and wellness benefits it provides. 

Exploring the water and marine life 

from above while keeping fit and 

active, propels a Maldives vacation 

to the next level. The advanced 

Schiller water bike is forward 

thinking in design, technology, 

safety and engineering, and allows 

guests of all athletic abilities the 

most exhilarating and dynamic 

cycling experience on water.

6

@qadventuremaldives

Click the link to view the 
Schiller Water Bike Video



Paradise Island Paradise Island 
Resort & SpaResort & Spa

Christmas Cake Mixing CeremonyChristmas Cake Mixing Ceremony

Paradise Island Resort & Spa kicked 

off the Festive activities this month 

with a kids Christmas cake mixing 

ceremony at the Hulhangu Bar 

in the heart of the island. Kids at 

the resort came together with the 

Paradise Island Resort team to make 

a large Christmas cake guided by an 

expert team of chefs. After creating 

the cake mix and baking, the kids 

decorated it with a variety of sweet 

festive themed toppings such as 

chocolate drops and marshmallows.

In the spirit of team effort, families 

and kids came together to get 

creative and try something new 

at the luxurious North Male’ Atoll 

resort. The event was the first group 

cake mixing session held at the 

resort bringing both guests and 

colleagues together. The day proved 

a big success and the resort plans 

to hold several baking classes in the 

near future.
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Step 1Step 1
Place the sugar, raanbaa and water 

in a large boiling pot with a lid. 

Turn the stove on and stir until the 

mixture takes on a liquid form. Keep 

the heat on medium and don’t over 

cook it, the mixture shouldn’t turn 

brown at this stage

Step 4Step 4
Keep stirring until the mixture starts 

sticking to your spoon or spatula 

that you are using. At this point, take 

the papaya pieces out of the pot to 

avoid over cooking. They are going 

to lose more moisture when you 

take them out of the pot

-- 3 cups unripe papaya cut into 1  3 cups unripe papaya cut into 1 
inch by ½ inch chunksinch by ½ inch chunks

-- 3/4 cups sugar 3/4 cups sugar

-- 3-inch piece of raanbaa (split into  3-inch piece of raanbaa (split into 
two)two)

-- 2 ½ tbsp. water 2 ½ tbsp. water

IngredientsIngredients

-- 30g Coconut slice 30g Coconut slice

-- 50g Smoked tuna f ish 50g Smoked tuna f ish

Step 2Step 2
Add the papaya pieces to the pot  

and mix well to coat each piece in 

sugar

Step 3Step 3
Alternate between putting the lid 

on the pot and then removing it to 

stir the mixture for a few minutes. 

Do this until most of the water 

evaporates. At the beginning it will 

look like syrup

Step 5Step 5
The finished mixture should 

resemble gummy bears and the 

texture should be chewy

Step 6Step 6
For a flavoursome combination, 

serve this delicious dish with 

coconut slices and smoked tuna

Flavours of the MaldivesFlavours of the Maldives
Boakuri Falhoa RecipeBoakuri Falhoa Recipe

Side Dish Side Dish 
IngredientsIngredients



Mohamed Nafiu is an experienced and forward thinking Human Resources Manager based at Royal Island Premium 

All-Inclusive Resort. Starting his career with Villa Hotels & Resorts in November 2018, Nafiu has formed a strong and 

passionate team of local talent with exceptional hospitality and interpersonal skills at the forefront. His proven track 

record for hiring dedicated colleagues and effective management techniques has enabled the resort to achieve 

outstanding guest feedback and maximize colleague performance. When talking about his experience in Human 

Resources Management, Nafiu explains the very nature of the company is in its people and guiding and giving direction 

to colleagues is what Human Resource Management is all about. In order for the resort to be successful, it starts with 

happy, passionate and dedicated colleagues.
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During your career at Villa 

Hotels & Resorts, what do you 

consider as your most notable 

achievement so far?

The most notable accomplishment 

in my career at Villa Hotels & Resorts 

would be during the re-opening of 

Royal Island Premium All-Inclusive 

Resort after the covid pandemic. We 

faced enormous difficulties locating 

talent, especially with regards to 

hiring eligible local colleagues. 

However, with the excellent 

teamwork from all team members, 

especially the resort management, 

we hired a talented team who are 

passionate about serving our guests 

and maintain exceptional hospitality 

skills.

Villa Hotels & Resorts is a family run 

business currently in its second 

generation of hoteliers. I believe that 

the nature of the company is in its 

people and the local talent we have 

on our teams in each resort. Within 

the HR department, we handle 

all decisions that relate to our 

colleagues. Providing support and 

guidance is what Human Resource 

Management is all about. 

Can you give us an insight into 

the hiring process at Royal Island 

Premium All-Inclusive Resort and 

how you prioritize hiring local 

talent?

The hiring process begins when we 

identify the need to fill a position 

and ends when a candidate accepts 
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the job offer. At the planning stage, 

we usually get the job opening 

approved, find the areas required 

for acquiring the talent, as part 

of a hiring plan. Attracting the 

candidates is the second stage of  

the hiring process where candidate 

sourcing such as Job advertising 

and asking for referrals will be done.

Selecting the candidate is the most 

vital phase of the hiring process. 

The candidates are screened and 

feedback is collected from various 

sources. After that, we conduct 

interviews and the best candidate 

is selected based on their overall 

portfolio of experience and 

personality. After the right talent 

is selected and if all goes well, the 

next process is to offer the position 

to the desired candidate via email 

or other source. Sometimes though, 

candidates may choose to negotiate 

their offers.

It is challenging to find Qualified 

and experienced candidates in the 

present Maldivian job market. Our 

main priority is to give opportunity 

to local candidates, even if they 

are fresh school leavers. Their 

flexibility and a desire for learning 

is the reason why we want to give 

them the opportunity to build their 

talents. In addition, our local team 

member’s referral is one of the best 

ways to acquire local talents to our 

resort operation.

Are you currently holding any 

apprentice programs or training 

for the colleagues at Royal Island?

Due to the ongoing Covid 

pandemic, we have postponed 

the apprentice programs. We plan 

to resume the programs in the 

beginning of year 2022.

Our Apprentice offer is a one-year 

career development program 

designed with an objective of 

developing fresh school leavers 

from Maldives into the hospitality 

industry. It is part of our CSR 

program and is affiliated with Villa 

Collage. Interns who complete the 

program will be awarded a Level 3 

Certificate in Hospitality Operations.

Can you tell us more about your 

career goals and future plans 

for Royal Island Premium All-

Inclusive Resort?

Being an individual who believes 

that learning is a never ending 

process, I would like to develop my 

leadership abilities and professional 

skills through practice and 

education to become a better HR 

professional than I am today.

My time as a Human Resources 

Manager in Royal Island has taught 

me a lot of things and I hope to 

never stop learning and always 

keep enhancing my managerial 

capabilities, to inspire and guide 

other members of the team.

The Resort has recently 

introduced the opportunity for 

colleagues to grow their own 

fruits and vegetables in the resort 

gardens and sell produce back to 

the resort. Can you tell us more 

about this concept and your 

success so far?

Initiated by our General Manager, 

Mr. Ahmed Zameel, this project 

aims to achieve two goals. We aim 

to become more sustainable and 

also to provide an opportunity for 

our colleagues to grow organic food 

on our island.

As part of our initiative to be 

more sustainable and to achieve 

the “Green Key” eco-label for our 

resort, we are required to purchase 

a  minimum of 5 types of food/

beverage products that are either 

organic, eco-labelled, fair trade 

labelled or locally produced. Our 



island has nutrient rich soil and 

for years we have been growing 

vegetables and fruits such as 

banana, watermelon, cucumber, 

and chili. When we gave the 

opportunity for our team members 

to grow their own produce, we 

noticed they use their leisure time 

in a more productive way.

This project benefits both individual 

team members and the resort 

management. Interested team 

members are provided the space 

to grow their own fruits and 

vegetables in available areas around 

the island. The produce is then 

purchased by the resort at a market 

price.

Most team members grow their 

plants in front of their room, which 

is easily accessible and makes the 

ambience of the area greener and 

more alive. It’s quite delightful to 

observe edible plants like kale and 

chilies blooming when we walk 

through our colleagues’ room 

corridors.

What key information would 

you inform guests planning their 

vacation to the Maldives?
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While visiting the sunny side 

of life, as a responsible guest, it 

is important to make efforts to 

preserve the natural enviroment 

of the Maldives as well as the 

marine life. It would always be 

my suggestion to any visitor to 

spend as much time exploring the 

magical nature of the Maldives and 

experience a range of encounters 

with the natural underwater world. 

Located in the beautiful Baa Atoll, 

designated the Maldives only 

UNESCO Biosphere Reserve, we 

are blessed with many dive sites 

and rich coral reefs to explore. In 

addition, we are so close to stunning 

marine protected areas such as 

Hanifaru Bay where guests can 

experience swimming alongside 

majestic manta rays. I hope 

everyone gets to visit Baa Atoll at 

least once in their life.
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beauty of the Maldives in a fun 

and creative way. As part of our 

monthly Newsletter we announce 

our favourite photo selected each 

month. The selected creative will 

receive a special discount off any of 

Villa Hotels & Resorts properties.

This month we have selected our 

favourite photo that captures a 

special moment and a feeling of 

freedom shot by Aldijana Cavrk at 

Sun Island Resort & Spa. Thank you 

for sharing this amazing moment 

The Maldives islands are emerging 

as one of the most desirable and 

safest destinations for adventurous 

activities, innovative M.I.C.E 

experiences and personalized 

exploration. Moving away from the 

traditional romantic destination to 

re-invent as the ultimate bucket 

list adventure destination where 

boundless freedom to explore 

awaits.

We love to see our guest’s capture 

the raw energy and natural 

from your trip. We will be in touch to 

send a special voucher for your next 

Maldives adventure with Villa Hotels 

& Resorts.

If you would like to be selected next 

month, all you need to do is tag     
@VillaHotels@VillaHotels Instagram profile 

when you share your post to 

Instagram so we can view your 

capture. Stay adventurous and we 

can’t wait to see your originality and 

creativity shine!

@ALDIJANA.CA




