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This Festive Season Villa Hotels & 

Resorts Maldives properties amazed 

guests with a glittering calendar 

of spectacular events. From 

wondrous epicurean experiences 

unforgettable celebrations in style 

on our secluded private islands. 

Against the spectacular backdrop of 

the Indian Ocean, this Festive took 

guests on a magical journey of a 

lifetime, with our resorts becoming 

a home away from home for the 

holidays. Stunning island locations 

to embrace your favorite traditions 

while creating memories to cherish 

with family and loved ones for a 

lifetime.

A Timless Festive
at Villa Hotels & Resorts
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Nestled by the enchanting Indian 

Ocean, pearl white beaches and 

a lush jungle of coconut palms, 

embrace the authentic culture and 

vibrant beauty of the Maldives this 

Festive at Villa Hotels & Resorts 

Maldives properties. Inviting guests 

to come together for unrivalled 

celebrations in spectacular settings 

as the resorts transformed into 

magical playgrounds with unique 

Festive themes. From the Polaris 

guiding star theme at the luxurious 

Paradise Island Resort & Spa 

located in North Male’ Atoll, to the 

Tribe theme at the All-Inclusive 

Premium Royal Island Resort & Spa 

located in the UNESCO Biosphere 

Reserve of Baa Atoll to the Colour 

Fest theme at the family-friendly 

Sun Island Resort & Spa located 

in the world-renowned South Ari 

Marine Protected Atoll (SAMPA). 

With a united mission to craft 

breathtaking moments in idyllic 

island locations, celebrate life and 

create unforgettable moments with 

loved ones on the ultimate barefoot 

Festive adventure.

Guiding guests on a wondrous 

journey, celebrations kicked off 

with the Christmas tree lighting 

ceremony unveiling impressive 

decorations and a giant gingerbread 

house at each of the resorts. The 

remarkable attention to detail. 

An array of choice was on the 

menu, with a taste of island life 

with unlimited fresh seafood 

steak and wine extravaganzas; 

all experienced with boundless 

ocean views. Guests ushered in the 

New Year 2022 with unforgettable 

glitz and glamour at the ultimate 

New Year’s Eve party. Celebrations 

on the big night started with an 

champagne and epicurean delights 

before the parties started at the 

main pool. Guests embarked on a 

magical night to remember with 

an exhilarating live DJ performance 

of electric house music by DJ 

Danny Avila at Sun Island Resort 

in South Ari Atoll and a mix of 

hip hop, soul and funk jazz by DJ 

Emirali at Paradise Island Resort. 

Energetic DJ performances were 

illuminated the sky. Villa Hotels & 

Resorts are celebrated for authentic 

hospitality, signature Indian Ocean 

experiences and personalized 

exploration, and this joyful season 

guests were in awe of the vibrant 

and inspiring Festive journeys at 

each resort.

Christmas Eve party took place 

poolside, with the Paradise Island 

Resort party taking place at the 

pool overlooking the lagoon. Guests 

were wowed by an energetic 

performance of electric house 

music by world-renowned DJ 

Danny Avila and a vibrant mix of 

hip hop, funk jazz and soul by DJ 

Emirali alongside other impressive 

belly dancing, traditional cultural 

glittering cocktail parties and much 

more.

Festive culinary journeys took 

on the form of elegant cocktail 

course dining experiences with 



Mr. Nitai Chand holds the title of 

Executive Chef at Paradise Island 

Resort in North Male’ Atoll. A 

years of Culinary experience, he has 

experience around the world from 

9 different countries. He trained at 

the World Master Chef’s society in 

Europe. Previously based at Royal 

Island Resort, he recently transferred 

to Paradise Island Resort. As a new 

team member at the resort and 

joining during the exciting Festive 

Season, MasterChef Nitai Chand 

took on the challenge to prepare the 

spectacular Festive decorations at 

the resort. Researching the previous 

year’s decorations, he decided 

to try something different and 

planned to design a giant life sized 

Gingerbread house, much larger 

than previous years. Utilizing his 

main structure was complete, the 

dedicated pastry and kitchen team 

worked together to bake the ginger 

cookie bricks which each measured 

12 inches long and 6 inches wide 

with a 3mm thickness. The details 

were important as each brick would 

on the main plywood structure. 

Each ginger cookie needed to be 

solid enough to withstand the time 

mounted on the structure.

The pastry and bakery team along 

with MasterChef Nitai Chand started 

with supportive icing so that the 

bricks will not fall apart. Starting 

from the bottom of the house, it 

ginger bricks to the entire structure. 

The structure was kept for 24 hours 

to become dry and hard, before the 

past experience and supported by 

General Manager Mr. Ibrahim Nahid 

and Food and Beverage Manager 

Mr. Mohamed Afra, MasterChef Nitai 

planned a life sized Gingerbread 

structure to be constructed in the 

main lobby as a central attraction 

for guests to experience from the 

moment they arrive at Paradise 

resort.

center of the Paradise Resort lobby, 

the Gingerbread house measures 

an incredible 7 feet in length, 8 

feet in breadth and 9 feet tall. The 

main house structure was crafted 

out of plywood by the carpentry 

team guided by the Maintenance 

Manager Mr. Fayyaz. The team 

worked together to create the 

structure exactly as Nitai had 

envisioned and designed. After the 

The Story Of The Paradise
Gingerbread House
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Step 1
Mix all the ingredients in a dough 

mixer for 35-40 minutes until the 

mixture texture becomes soft and 

smooth.

Step 4
Place the cut pieces of dough in an 

oven tray and cook for 20 minutes 

until dark golden brown in color. 

Then remove from the heat and 

allow the pieces to cool.

- 50 kgs All-purpose White Flour

- 10 kgs Honey

- 0.5 kgs Golden syrup

- 15 kgs Sugar

- 1.5 kgs Ginger Powder

- 300 g Cinnamon Powder

- 15 kgs Butter

Step 2
Once the dough is ready, remove 

the mixture from the mixer bowl 

and keep to a side, pass the dough 

through a dough sheeter a couple of 

times and make a sheet of 3-4 mm 

size. Remove the mixture from the 

dough sheeter and put it in a tray 

and cut according to the required 

size.

Step 3
Preheat the oven to 180 degrees 

Celsius.

Step 5
To create the icing used to stick the 

Gingerbread house and make the 

egg whites in a dough mixer. Whisk 

at a medium speed until the sugar 

Remove from the mixing bowl and 

make sure to keep it in an air tight 

container, otherwise the mix will 

become hard very fast.

Gingerbread & Icing Recipe

- 25 kgs Icing Sugar

- 3.5 kgs / approx. 100 egg whites

Icing Ingredients

the garland decoration, snowmen, 

lighting and Santa Clause on the 

top of the Gingerbread house. 

hours to complete

of the lighting covering the Ginger 

structure took a total of 2 days 

to complete with a collective 

team effort from the resorts key 

departments. MasterChef Nitai’s 

idea was to create a striking design 

and unforgettable wow factor for 

guests to enjoy at Paradise Island. 

A magical spot for guests to take 

photos with loved ones and leave 

with beautiful Festive memories at 

the resort.

Gingerbread 
Ingredients

and keep aside.

bread

hours to complete.



This Festive season at Villa Hotels & Resorts, one of the highlights was the unique and feisty sounds of world-renowned 

Spanish DJ, Danny Avila. Bringing his signature electric house music and a highly energetic stage performance to the 

Year’s. Danny has been described as a burst of energy, with an integral part of his talent being his excellent ability to read 

the crowd as he plays outstanding sets for up to 10 hours at a time. Villa Hotels & Resorts sat down with Danny at Paradise 

Island at the end of his trip to get to know more about him, his brand Main Stage Techno and his experience in the Maldives.

Can you tell us more about your 

Maldives experience with Villa 

Hotels & Resorts over the last 

couple of weeks? What do you 

think of Paradise Island Resort 

and Sun Island Resort?

I have always wanted to come to 

the Maldives. Everyone always 

talks so highly of the destination. 

I think you can’t quite imagine 

how amazing it is until you really 

experience it for yourself. Everything 

from the people to the experiences 

and activities, it’s amazing. I am so 

thrilled to be here with two of my 

friends, DJ duo Prophecy live and 

everything we have experienced on 

this trip has been mind blowing and 

incredible.

I would say Paradise Island is more 

intimate than Sun Island, as it is a 

smaller island, which we liked and 

we instantly fell in love with this 

resort and all the people working 

here. It is amazing how you get to 

know everyone so easily as it is really 

like a community here and everyone 

is so welcoming and friendly. 

We are really sad to be leaving 

actually, as we met so many people 

during our two weeks here. The 

people that work at the resorts 

have become our friends and we’ll 

forever. We had such an amazing 

time celebrating Christmas and 

New Year here in the Maldives. 

In Conversation With

DJ Danny Avila
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Growing up in Spain, what 

motivated you to start DJing and 

can you tell us more about your 

roots and some of your early 

I have been around for a long time 

in this industry. I have been DJing 

for 12 years now, I started out when 

I was just 14 years’ old which is kind 

of crazy and I am 26 now. I started 

touring a bit when I was around 16 

or 17. DJing is something that while 

I was growing up, I always knew 

that I wanted to do. Honestly when 

I look back, my career has been a 

crazy Rolla coaster. I feel now, that I 

am in the most comfortable place 

in my career. I think it takes time 

to develop your style and I have 

heard this from a lot of people in 

the industry, that it can take up to 

develop your career to the exact 

way that you want it. I feel I am 

really at that place. I am at a place 

where I am playing the music that 

I truly love. Over the years, I have 

tried many different things and 

many different sounds. I have taken 

it all into a good perspective and 

developed my style to how I want to 

be for the future.

You have been awarded in the top 

100 DJ’s by DJ MAG, how do you 

feel about this achievement?

It is great, I love the support that I 

get from the people. I think it was 

incredible to be awarded in the top 

100 DJ’s last year, I was voted 34 

out of 100 in the world. However, I 

would say it is not my 100% focus 

at the moment. For me, it is about 

doing what feels right, no matter 

how the voting goes. I want to focus 

on playing the music that feels right 

something to be happy about 

for sure. I hope that we can keep 

climbing the charts each year. This 

new year we have some exciting 

things coming up!

You have described Main Stage 

Techno as the project of your life. 

Beyond music and everything you 

have done before. Can you tell us 

more about how you created Main 

Stage Techno?

Main Stage Techno is mostly about 

a community and a brand that 

I wanted to create. I wanted to 

support artists as I think there are 

a lot of underground artists and 

producers that create amazing 

music which is perhaps not played 

so much, especially on the main 

stage to a large audience. I wanted 

to bring everything together that I 

have done over the last 10 years and 

create a new sound. I started playing 

house music when I was 14 years old 

and I come from a very house and 

underground background. Back at 

the start of my career, I was playing @dannyavila

roller coaster. I feel now, that I



in Ibiza at the Blue Marlin, Amnesia 

and Pacha clubs every week, trying 

out different genres and sounds and 

developing my unique style.

Over the years I have transitioned 

and come to reach this point. I 

would say that this year people can 

expect something different from 

me, this year I am going a bit darker 

and more techno. Main Stage 

it’s really very important to me and 

beyond anything I have ever done 

before. 2022 is really going to be a 

year for doing what feels right for 

me, and playing the music that feels 

right.

Can you tell us about how you 

plan for an upcoming set? What 

are some of the preparations 

that go into the production and 

There is a lot of preparation, but not 

in the way that I prepare just for 

one show. Every day I am preparing. 

Every day that I am in my studio, 

I am listening to tracks, preparing 

and being on top of everything that 

workaholic. Even the people around 

me sometimes try to tell me to 
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stop as I spend far too much time 

on my laptop and in the studio. For 

me it is all about spending as much 

time as I can focusing on my work. I 

simply love it and I think if you really 

love something, it isn’t really work 

anyway.

This two week break in the Maldives 

has been incredible. It has really 

been the reset that I needed after 

working nonstop. This past year 

and a half during the pandemic 

I got to spend a lot of time in the 

studio working and catching up on 

all the hours that I couldn’t spend 

in the studio before because I was 

busy touring. I focused on what 

I really wanted to do during this 

time. You can’t really put things 

into perspective until you spend 

some time alone to think about 

things. With that being said, I am 

so grateful for this break in the 

Maldives. I am coming back to 

Madrid with so much energy. I really 

have felt free during this trip at 

these amazing resorts. I have been 

doing so much watersports and 

wakeboarding which I love and used 

to do when I was young. Every day 

has been incredible. Even though I 

am pretty tired now as this morning 

we woke up at6AM in the morning 

to record my set by the main pool 

here at Paradise Island, but this is 

what keeps me going.

Your last record of 2021 Imperium 

is one of your best yet! What can 

we expect from you in 2022?

more music than I have ever 

released before. Mainly because of 

at 6AM in the morning
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all the time that I spent in my studio 

in Madrid, making as much music 

as possible. I wanted to release a lot 

of music especially with my brand 

Main Stage Techno. The records 

I have been releasing so far are 

not exactly the direction that I am 

going in for 2022, as I have been 

experimenting with a lot of different 

sounds. I think Imperium is a good 

introduction to my new direction 

as it’s more techno and it’s really 

a great record that I have been 

playing in all of my sets.

How do you see the future of the 

electric house music scene?

I think electronic music is at a 

very good point at the moment. 

The pandemic was a good way to 

refresh, like a total reset for the 

industry and the future of the music 

industry. There was a lot of bad 

moments for all artists, but I think 

for those that really worked a lot and 

kept creative and positive, it was 

was a lot of times where I missed 

shows but I tried to turn this around 

and take it as something positive 

and use the time to be at home and 

create. I am excited to be on this 

journey and see how it develops.

What is one of the wildest things 

to have happened during one of 

your sets?

I was playing a festival in Romania 

for 80 thousand people and a friend 

of mine came up on stage and he 

wanted to take a photo with me in 

front of the crowd, and accidentally 

somehow he managed to push one 

of the cables out and the music 

completely dropped, but I managed 

know how but I saved it! I am not 

sure if this is one of the wildest 

the worst moments for me. Thank 

God, I don’t think the music has ever 

stopped completely for me, in front 

of that many people.

To be honest, when I am on stage I 

am completely in control and don’t 

like to have too many people in 

the booth around me. The people 

I travel with also know that I don’t 

like many people on the stage, 

especially when I am playing several 

records at a time and I am in the 

zone concentrating on my set. 

I like to hang out with friends and 

enjoy the moment, but while I 

am playing I like to be completely 

focused.

Do you have a special message 

that you wish to share with your 

fans from the beautiful Paradise 

Island Maldives?

If you have the chance to come to 

the Maldives islands, I would 

it. I think it is one of the most 

beautiful places in the world. For 

me, I have absolutely loved my 

time here. It was such a great 

experience to be here during the 

Christmas and New Year’s, playing 

in such stunning resorts. In deed 

the past few years have been up 

and down, I hope this new year 

2022 brings health and happiness 

for everyone and we can really 

enjoy life!
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This month Villa Hotels & Resorts 

launched a brand new interactive 

mobile App available to download 

from the Apple store and Google 

play store. Launching ahead of 

the highly anticipated rebranding 

and an exciting addition to the 

renovated brand concept, the App 

will take the iconic Maldives resorts 

guest experience to the next level. 

Forward-thinking, innovative and 

dedicated to enhancing the guest 

experience, the App will allow 

guests to save time, maximize their 

Maldives adventure and explore the 

islands with total freedom.

Explore the pioneering groups 

stunning Maldives resorts and 

extensive variety of activities and 

facilities on the brand new App. 

Offering a new insight into planning 

a once-in-a-lifetime Maldives 

adventure, with the ability to book 

experiences and activities straight 

from your mobile device before 

and during your stay at any of Villa 

Hotels & Resorts properties. Ensure 

not to miss any of the incredible 

experiences on offer at Villa Hotels 

& Resorts Maldives properties with 

reminders and the option to plan 

your itinerary.

Villa Hotels & Resorts App provides 

the perfect travel companion, 

showing your itinerary, what’s on 

and providing fantastic inspiration 

from the recommended bucket-list 

activities. Send ahead your mobile 

check-in, restaurant booking, 

request a new towel to your room or 

any other request directly. The App 

is your personal island assistant to 

help make your stay carefree and 

memorable.

Villa Hotels & Resorts
New Mobile App
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Flavours of the 
Maldives

- 50ml White rum

- 25ml Dark rum

- 25ml Apricot brandy

- 75ml Orange juice

- 75ml Pineapple juice

- 5ml Granadine

Ingredients

The Maldivian Lady cocktail is inspired by the 

traditional Maldivian dress for women called Libaas. 

The colours of the cocktail represent the authentic 

colours of the dress with the layers of red, gold 

and white. Prepared at Royal Island Resort, this is a 

refreshing and iconic drink to enjoy during the 

Festive season.

Maldivian Lady

Glass Type

- Poco Grande

Method 

- Shake All Ingredients

Garnish

- Orange Slice (Dehydrated)
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memories to cherish with family and 

loved ones for a lifetime.

We love to see our guest’s capture 

the raw energy and natural 

beauty of the Maldives in a fun 

and creative way. As part of our 

monthly Newsletter we announce 

our favourite photo selected each 

month. The selected creative will 

receive a special discount off any of 

Villa Hotels & Resorts properties.

This month we have selected our 

favourite photo that captures a 

special Festive moment and the 

feeling of joy shot by Yuliya Bel at 

The Maldives islands remain a 

haven and one of the world’s most 

desirable destinations to spend 

Festive and New Year surrounded 

by pristine white beaches, endless 

palm trees and tranquil turquoise 

waters. This year, against the 

spectacular backdrop of the 

Indian Ocean, Villa Resorts invited 

guests on a magical journey of a 

activities and unforgettable 

experiences. The Stunning island 

locations transformed into magical 

playgrounds to embrace your 

favorite traditions while creating 

Sun Island Resort & Spa. Thank you 

for sharing this blissful moment 

from your trip. We will be in touch to 

send a special voucher for your next 

Maldives adventure with Villa Hotels 

& Resorts.

If you would like to be selected next 

month, all you need to do is tag 

@VillaHotels

when you share your post to 

Instagram so we can view your 

capture. Stay adventurous and we 

can’t wait to see your originality and 

creativity shine!

@YULIYA.BEL




