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Sun IslandSun Island
Sun Island Resort & Spa, part of 

Villa Hotels & Resorts Maldives 

collection has introduced a 

spectacular selection of sublime 

new Beach Villas, Beach Villas with 

Whirlpool and Beach Pool Villas                     

with Whirlpool. 

In a commitment to authentic 

Maldivian hospitality and 

breathtaking innovation, the new 

Beach Villas are designed to offer 

unfettered space with total freedom 

to explore barefoot or simply soak 

up the tropical surroundings in 

luxurious indoor-outdoor living 

spaces. Inspired by the intricate 

details and undulating curves of 

nature, these private havens blend 

seamlessly with the lush nurturing 

environment and provide the 

ultimate island living experience.

NewVillasNewVillas
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azure waters of the Indian Ocean. 

Set on one of the largest Maldives 

islands measuring 1.6KM long 

and located in the South Ari Atoll, 

Sun Island Resort & Spa is just a 

20-minute domestic flight from 

Velana International Airport to 

Maamigili airport, followed by a 

5-minute boat journey. Situated 

within close proximity to the South 

Sun Island 
Resort & Spa
The award-winning luxury eco 

resort offers guests an abundance 

of opportunity and unprecedented 

privacy to rejuvenate and reconnect 

with nature while nestled by the 

Ari Marine Protected Area, the resort 

is in a prime location for incredible 

diving and pristine snorkelling 

experiences, including enchanting 

encounters with magnificent 

whale sharks. Spend lazy days 

exploring the island paths by bike 

or venture out to the deep blue 

on an unforgettable boat trip; the 

possibilities are boundless.



Designed to offer Designed to offer 

unfettered space unfettered space 

with total freedom to with total freedom to 

explore barefoot or explore barefoot or 

simply soak up the simply soak up the 

tropical surroundings tropical surroundings 

in luxurious indoor-in luxurious indoor-

outdoor living spacesoutdoor living spaces

The new spacious beach villas feature 

vibrant exotic interiors which blend 

seamlessly with nature inspired 

elements and an authentic Maldivian 

meets contemporary feel throughout 

extensive open-plan living spaces. 

A total of 53 new Beach Pool Villas 

boast 121sqm, each with a private 

pool measuring a generous 8ft 

by 20ft, framed by lush greenery 

and overlooking the uninterrupted 

turquoise lagoon. In addition, the 

new Beach Villas with Whirlpool offer 

secluded space with 121sqm leading 

out to a private veranda and open 

air shower, perfect for sundrenched 

days. Each villa is a self-contained 

sanctuary with direct access to the 

soft white sand and sparkling lagoon 

a few steps away. 

Splashes of energizing colour 

including bright fuchsia and 

emerald green combined with 

palm leaf print features present an 

interesting contrast to the island’s 

natural scenery. Wake up to a light 

sea breeze and the sweet sounds 

of native tropical birds in the 

coconut canopy; Sun Island offers 

an idyllic hideaway to revitalise, seek 

inspiration and discover why the 

Maldives is one of the world’s most 

magical destinations.
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Arrive in Style toArrive in Style to  
Villa Hotels & ResortsVilla Hotels & Resorts

Paradise Island Resort & Spa  is a 

chic island retreat surrounded by 

azure waters, idyllic pearl white 

beaches and lush coconut palms; 

the buzzing vitality of this stunning 

island is the underlying inspiration 

for the vibrant and urban-style 

environment. 

Located in North Male’ Atoll, 

the resort is a short 15-minute 

speed boat journey from Velena 

International Airport. During the 

journey to the resort, witness the 

tranquil waters of North Male’ Atoll 

and even the chance of spotting 

playful dolphins alongside the boat. 

A memorable encounter to start 

your Maldives adventure.

Paradise Island Resort & Spa

Sun Island Resort & Spa, located in 

South Ari Atoll near the South Ari 

Marine Protected Area (SAMPA) 

is a magical resort boasting an 

abundance of freedom and 

unprecedented privacy to reconnect 

with nature surrounded by the 

azure waters of the Indian Ocean. 

Situated a short 20-minute 

domestic flight from Velana 

International Airport to Villa 

International Airport Maamigili. 

Admire the beauty of the tropical 

archipelago as you fly over the 

Maldives islands surrounded by 

turquoise lagoons. Sun Island Resort 

& Spa is just a short 5-minute boat 

journey from the local airport.

Sun Island Resort & Spa

7



Royal Island Resort & Spa offers 

total freedom and personalised 

exploration with boundless 

opportunity to recharge in private 

beach retreats surrounded by 

nature and mesmerizing blue 

views. Located in the Maldives 

only protected UNESCO Biosphere 

Reserve of Baa Atoll, a short 

20-minute domestic flight from 

Velana International Airport to 

Dharavandhoo airport. 

Witness mesmerizing views of the 

Maldives islands from your window 

seat as the excitement  builds en 

route to the beautiful Royal Island. 

Once you arrive at Dharavandhoo 

airport, it’s just a short and 

picturesque 15-minute speed boat 

journey gliding through the tropical 

waters to reach the resort.

Royal Island Resort & Spa 
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Sun IslandSun Island
Skydiving atSkydiving at

This month one of the biggest 

skydiving events in the Maldives 

took place at Sun Island Resort & 

Spa located in the pristine South 

Ari Atoll. The event was held in 

partnership with the skydiving 

association of the Maldives. With 

pure adrenaline on the program 

from 4th – 11th February, over 

130 skydivers jumped 12,000 feet 

from the aircraft with a freefall 

speed of around 200km/hr.                             

Each day around 15-16 jumps were 

scheduled for the group, with 

the aircraft taking off from Villa 

International Airport Maamigili.

Sun Island Resort & Spa boasts 

an exotic world of breathtaking 

personality and genuine hospitality 

borne of the beautiful Maldivian 

culture and idyllic jewel-like locale. 

Set on one of the largest Maldives 

islands measuring 1.6KM long, the 

island provided a supreme base for 

the skydivers to experience the best 

of both worlds; from high above the 

atoll to underwater at outstanding 

diving spots in the azure waters. 

The resort transformed into 

an adventure playground with 

distinctive life and energy and 

an abundance of opportunity to 

explore, celebrate the best of life 

and reconnect with nature.
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The event brought together 

influencers and skydivers from 

around the world, with extreme 

sports and adrenaline seekers 

including Sergey Boytcov, Jay 

Alvarrez, Giulia Calcaterra and 

Mario Fattoruso. The Maldives 

provide one of the safest 

environments for the adrenaline-

fueled sport, with the opportunity 

to descend over the tropical islands 

of the Indian Ocean. Descending 

Photo by @giuliacalcaterra
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to the soft pearl white beaches 

whilst enjoying spectacular birds-

eye views of the atoll and the 

resort offered a once-in-a-lifetime 

experience for budding skydivers 

and experienced skydivers alike.

 @jayalvarrez

 @sergeyboytcov

https://www.instagram.com/p/CZw4ueBpmLK/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CZri7GVJXpP/
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Flavours of the Flavours of the 
MaldivesMaldives

- 180g Tuna (canned)

- 5g Curry leaves (chopped)

- 100g Coconut (grated)

- 15g Green chilli (chopped)

- 75g Onion (sliced)

- 15g Black Peppercorn (crushed)

- 5 tbsp Salt (adjust to taste)

- 30ml lime juice (freshly squeezed)

IngredientsIngredients

MashuniMashuni  

This recipe serves 3This recipe serves 3

Step 1Step 1
Place the onion, lime juice, chilli, salt and pepper 

in a bowl and mix together with your hand until 

the onions are soft

Step 2Step 2
Add the tuna, curry leaves and coconut and 

combine in the mixing bowl

Step 2Step 2
Check the taste and adjust accordingly to your 

requirment. Enjoy your Mashuni breakfast with 

Roshi  or Hunili Roshi



Abdulla Fathhey has been working in the hospitality industry for over 21 years, starting his career as a trainee receptionist. 

His humble start combined with passion, dedication and consistency, prepared him for success in the central role he 

currently holds as the General Manager at Sun Island Resort & Spa in South Ari Atoll. Throughout his outstanding journey, 

one of the key elements he prioritizes is taking the time to understand all of his guests and ensuring their every need 

is met with exceptional and authentic hospitality from the heart. He passionately explains, the resort provides a service 

which reflects the culture and warm Maldivian hospitality which we are renowned for. In addition, a crucial part of paving 

the way for the new generation of aspiring hoteliers is empowering colleagues and providing a platform where they feel 

understood, nurtured and able to grow.

In Conversation WithIn Conversation With

Abdullah Fathhey
General Manager atGeneral Manager at
Sun Island Resort & SpaSun Island Resort & Spa
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My start in the hospitality industry 

was a very humble beginning as I 

started as a trainee receptionist at 

Lohifushi resort. My career within 

the tourism industry spans over 21 

years, with over 17 years working 

for Villa Hotels & Resorts. I f irst 

joined the company when I started 

working at Royal Island Resort & 

Spa before the pre-opening. I later 

joined Paradise Island Resort & 

Spa as the Resort Manager and 

after time I became the Deputy 

General Manager. 

In 2017 I joined Sun Island Resort & 

Spa where I have been based since. 

Over the years, I have built my skill 

set and progressed through various 

departments in the Villa Hotels & 

Resorts company. I am now proud 

to hold the position of General 

Manager at Sun Island Resort & 

Spa. After so many years, I see 

Villa Hotels & Resorts as a home. 

I believe the company provides a 

unique platform where colleagues 

can grow and develop their 

individual skills. It is a platform 

that encourages locals to feel safe, 

taken care of and motivated to 

deliver exceptional hospitality. 

To this day, more than 50% of our 

colleagues have been working 

for the company for upto 5 years, 

with some colleagues who have 

been a part of the company for 

even longer at around 10 years 

and above. This reflects in the 

company’s success. Our colleagues 

are truly our greatest asset. I 

believe if our team are happy then 

this reflects in our excellent service.

When did you start your When did you start your 

career journey with Villa career journey with Villa 

Hotels & Resorts?Hotels & Resorts?
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As the General Manager at As the General Manager at 
Sun Island Resort & Spa, can Sun Island Resort & Spa, can 
you tell us more about your you tell us more about your 
role and how a day in your life role and how a day in your life 
goes?goes?

We provide a unique 
service which reflects 
our culture and warm 
Maldivian hospitality 

which we are renowned for. 
Villa Hotels & Resorts is one 

of the first companies to 
really understand and take 

care of their colleagues.

My day starts early at around 6:30am 

every day. I start the day with a 

walk around the resort. I always 

take the opportunity to observe 

the island from a guest’s point of 

view. I check where there are any 

areas which we need to improve 

or add more plants and greenery. 

Sun Island Resort & Spa is one of 

the largest resorts in the Maldives. 

It is naturally very beautiful, with 

such a lush and fertile environment 

boasting endless palm trees and 

healthy vegetation and flowers 

blooming. It is during my morning 

walk that I gather inspiration from 

around the island. I really love this 

time of the day as the resort is very 

peaceful and I have time to gather 

my thoughts and prepare for the 

day ahead.

It is very important to visit the 

departments before attending 

the daily morning briefing with 

the departments. Following the 

morning meeting at 8.30am, I go 

around the resort to check all the 

guest areas. I visit the various outlets 

around the resort and check the 

operations while talking with the 

colleagues and the guests. I like 

to engage with all the guests and 

colleagues and I find it is the best 

way to learn their needs and wants, 

which help the team to make their 

journey more comfortable and 

entertaining. 

My role here is like any other Sun 

Family member as we work as a 

team to make sure our valuable 

guests enjoy their stay with us 

effortlessly.



We aim to tailor every experience 

to our guests individual needs. 

One of the most wonderful things I 

always hear from our guests, is that 

they say they immediately fall in 

love with the island. We have a lot 

of guests who already start to plan 

their return trip to Sun Island Resort 

& spa while they are on the island.
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Having a chat with my family really relaxes me and I 
believe there is nothing more important than family. 
In fact, one thing I always like to say is that I have two 
families: my blood family and my Sun Island family.

For me, it is very important to keep 

in touch with my kids and my family 

who are living in Hulhumale. As I 

don’t get to see them so often, it is 

a priority and I make sure to check 

in with them every day. Having a 

chat with my family really relaxes 

me and I believe there is nothing 

more important than family. In fact, 

one thing I always like to say is that 

I have two families: my blood family 

and my Sun Island family. Family is 

very important to me.

The concept of family is important 

at Villa Hotels & Resorts and is one 

of the company’s core values. Other 

core values include humility and 

optimism. I believe adopting these 

values into your everyday life makes 

a happy and successful life.

Sun Island Resort & Spa is unique in 

many ways. It is a very green island 

and one of the wonderful aspects 

is that the deeper guests explore 

into the island, the more they can 

experience as the island opens up 

in the middle. Guests can really feel 

the expansive space and it almost 

feels like a local island in some areas. 

We are fortunate so have such a 

large island to discover at Sun Island 

Resort & spa. Even guests visiting 

for 2 weeks will never get tired of 

new areas and activities to explore. 

From families, groups, couples, 

honeymooners and singles alike, 

there is something for everyone.

What is something that you What is something that you 
prioritize in your day?prioritize in your day?

What would you inform guests What would you inform guests 
travelling to Sun Island Resort travelling to Sun Island Resort 
& Spa for the first time?& Spa for the first time?
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We have several exciting things in 

the pipeline. Some projects I cannot 

reveal too much about now as we 

are yet to announce. However, I can 

say that we are at a very important 

time. We have been gradually 

making changes and enhancing 

the brand to create more value for 

guests with fresh concepts and 

exceptional service. We provide a 

service, not simply a product, so I 

believe it is important to highlight 

that we take great pride in providing 

an exceptional and forward-thinking 

service for our guests with warm and 

authentic hospitality. 

It is this friendly and from the heart 

hospitality that the Maldives islands 

are well known for. We strive to lead 

with a unique and personalized 

service which Villa Hotels & Resorts 

has always been celebrated for.

Sun Island Resort & Spa is one of 

the greenest islands with endless 

space to explore. We ensure to 

maintain our care for nature and 

sustainability. From beach clean 

ups to resort runs around the island; 

our guests also love to be involved 

in helping us preserve the natural 

environment while immersing 

themselves in the beauty of the 

Maldives nature.            

I am proud that our efforts to 

maintain a sustainable island and 

promote environmental awareness 

have been recognized worldwide 

Can you tell us about some Can you tell us about some 
exciting upcoming projects at exciting upcoming projects at 
Sun Island Resort & Spa?Sun Island Resort & Spa?

as we have recently won the award 

for Luxury Eco Resort at the World 

Luxury Hotel awards 2021.

Health and wellness is a key focus 

at the resort. We regularly bring 

fitness and wellness professionals to 

provide our guests with an elevated 

experience and help them prioritize 

their health while travelling. We 

have recently achieved the Well 

Health-Safety certification which 

demonstrates our commitment 

to the health and wellbeing of our 

people – keeping both guests and 

team members safe and healthy, 

while providing splendid guest 

experiences.

With many exciting changes 

currently in motion, it certainly is a 

wonderful time to be a apart of the 

Villa Hotels & Resorts family.
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Instagram
pic of the monthpic of the month

@HERR_MUELLER2.0

If you would like to be selected next month, all you need to do is tag                

@VillaHotels@VillaHotels Instagram profile when you share your post to Instagram so 

we can view your capture. Stay adventurous and we can’t wait to see your 

originality and creativity shine!

https://www.instagram.com/villahotels/
https://www.instagram.com/herr_mueller2.0/
https://www.instagram.com/villahotels/


Download the
Villa Hotels app




