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 PERSECTIVES

like so:many other visitors to “the old country,” my trip-

had-nothing to.do with the importance of the Shogh. I-- ' j
) : - - eled with ourrosh yeshiiva, the pioneering edicator Rab-

-bi Chaini Brovender; tovisitJoel in Swiecié, Poland. Our -

went to.visit my friend Joel.. -

. Joel hasbeen my student forover three years, attend-~
ing twoweekly Torah classes that 1 deliver.In countless :

‘one-on-one.conversations we discuss all the things teach-

.ers'and stidents, rabbis and talmidim, havebeen talk- -
. ing about in yeshivasfor generations; Butuntil last week:

. we had never met — at least not in the “real”world. Joel

- is a student on WebYeshiva.org, aniinteractive learning:
portal that I founded together with-a' group of innova- .
- tive Jewish educators. Along with-our 6,000 other reg-:

.istered users:ardund the world; Joel is able.to'log in to

- over 50 hours of classes a week in English, Hebrew, or-

Russian, and-with his microphone and wébcam; speak

--and be heard, see and be seen, by his teachersand el

'+ -low classmates; all of whom'can follow the Jewish téxts - -

- under study-that are displayed on the screen.. ..

-+ Joel 1s a trained physician, talented musician and -

composer, and a brilliant student — whose lack of back:
» ground has not prevented Him from making significant -
- accomplishments in his Torah'study: Like'so many oth- - ot t : . _

~ sey. Lasked him what was it that prodded him to take -
the steps in religious and spiritual development; In his .
typically modest yet profound fashion his-answer was -

. something Thave been thinking about since last week, .
- and doubt T shall ever forget: “A pérson wants fo know -

er young Polish Jews, he started exploring his roots a

-+ few years ago, but after a few months ¢f Torah study in -
- Jerusalem; he was forced'to return honie due to family--
commitments, including caring for his elderly grandfa--

ther{a Holocaust surviver):”.

Now, tragically, Joel ig‘quite ill. His battle Wlthcan- E

- .cer has been courageous, and we'vé.all béen inspired to

watch him via his webcam participativig'from his bed -
in multiple hours of shiurim a day; as We_bYeshivg has -

My March Of The Living -

and things you'can only unders
.er'and embrace each other.- ough we'd:dise ]
‘before online; we got to talking about his‘Jewish odys-

become an increasingly important part of his life.in re:
niotemorthern Poland.. - T o

- When we:latinched WebYeshiva three yee&‘s ago, -

we knew that many-challenges would face us. Among

- them: was. this question: Could. a virtual yeshiva, 1o -
matter how-interactive the technology, allow for the

huinan:connection necessary for real growth in Torah
study? After these first three years, we can say the an-

swer Is “yes.” We are constantly heartened to discover -
the deep, meaningful relationships-that have formed .

~ between our teachers'and students; and ‘among our
students themselves, most of whom havenever met in
the “real” world. This is, after all, the hallmark of what

- ~Jewish learning hds dlways been about:'o ¢havruta 0.
‘mutuia.~ the friendship formed by Torah. study van-

" quishing even death. . LT e
-, ButIwill admit that even these technologically.gen- -

erated successes have their limits; which iswhy{ trav-

“virtual” community of teachers and students respond:

ed-enthusiastically, donating funds to underwrite the -

trip, as well as providing for some of Joel's basic needs.
We brought a suitcase of foodstuffs, and what he wanted

most ofall - Jewish books. We arranged for medical sup- - |

plies and some necessary household goods and applianc- -
es. Poland’s intrepid Chief Rabbi Michagl Schudrich ac- *
~-companied us on our visit and was invaluable in helping +

make arrangements; (RabbiSchudrich, oné of our'gener- -

- ation’s lamed-vau tzadikim, impressed and inspired us
-withthis unremittingkindnesses and love for his “con- -
1 Ses &

gregation” - the entire Jewish: populstion of Poland:) -
It was veéry emotional o

but also deeper: There ar:

whoheis”

. Rabbi Jeffrey Saks is the:'fozknding director ofATIb '
~ The Academy for Toreh Initiatives and Directions in- -

Jewish Education, the parent bodly of Web¥eshivaorg. -

. verye al elin person, andralso .-
- g little odd: He'was shorte th thought he Wguldbe’ X
ings you can ask someone,

though we'd discussed it :




