


PERFECT
Beyond the history and the sheer beauty of this romantic castle’s spacious interiors, towers 
and turrets, is an award-winning team renowned internationally for their distinctive service, 
style and care. Welcome to Markree Castle, a 15th Century authentic Irish castle located in 

beautiful County Sligo on the route of the world-famous Wild Atlantic Way. 

Relax and enjoy all it has to offer; it is a place to be inspired, to reflect, to recharge and 
reconnect. One of the largest privately-owned castles in Ireland, Markree Castle stands on 
a secluded 500-acre estate in the scenic north-west of Ireland. Extensive renovations were 
completed in 2017, allowing this Gothic masterpiece to reclaim its position as one of the 

finest historic castles and wedding venues in the land. 
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BRIGHT & BEAUTIFUL
An enormous stained-glass window on the landing of Markree Castle traces the 
Cooper family pedigree from Victorian times back to the early 12th Century, 
when King John was on the throne. During John’s reign, Markree was a fortified 
outpost of the McDonagh clan, guarding the fort across the trout-filled waters 
of the River Unshin. In 1663, the McDonagh’s lands were granted to Edward      

Cooper, a cornet in Cromwell’s army. 

The Coopers have been at Markree ever since – save for a short time during the 
Jacobite Wars when the castle was occupied by supporters of James II, and again 
during the Irish Civil War, when it served as a garrison for the Free State troops.
The present-day castle was constructed in 1802 under the watchful eye of Francis 

Johnston, the architect who designed the General Post Office in Dublin.

Amongst the Cooper’s innumerable 19th Century guests were W.B. Yeats  and 
Cecil F. Alexander, who is said to have been so inspired by the landscape that 
she wrote the famous hymn, ‘All Things Bright and Beautiful’. In 1989, Charles 
Cooper returned to Markree after a lifetime in the hotel business. He renovated 
the castle and reopened it as a hotel, marking the 10th generation of Coopers 
to have lived at Markree. In 2015, the Corscadden Family purchased the castle 
and undertook a sensitive restoration and refurbishment programme to return              

Markree Castle to glory.
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BACK IN TIME
On arrival, you are instantly transported back in time. Where guests would once 
disembark their carriages under a ‘port la coeur’ designed for shelter, the bride and 

groom now disembark their wedding car!

Inside, an impressive staircase leads to the Grand Hall. The staircase is exquisite 
and marks the beginning of your newly-wed journey into the castle’s Gothic 

architecture, with vaulted ceilings, striking arches and handcrafted cornicing.

Your drinks reception will be served amid the rich décor of the Grand Hall, with 
warming period colours of rich reds and strong blues. Natural daylight diffuses the 

room through antique artwork on the stained-glass window and sky-lit ceiling.

 As this is your private wedding venue, you and your guests can roam the gardens 
and enjoy the antique furnished reception rooms. The Observatory is a particular 

favourite, with beautiful views of the River Unshin. 

The castle lends itself to stunning wedding photography indoors, if the weather 
is unkind. Outside, you are spoilt for choice when it comes to memorable 
photography locations - rose gardens, the River Unshin, a boathouse and woodland 

walks await you.
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ALL YOURS…
Want to do it your way? We are full of ideas but we love to help realise yours – the more original the better! Be a guest of the big 
house - we pride ourselves on attentive personal service to help make dreams come true. You and your guests will be treated like 

royalty but with the warmth of a family welcome. 

PRIVATE
Want us all to yourself? We only ever hire out Markree Castle on an exclusive-hire basis. This allows you and your special guests 

to enjoy the grand venue, stunning gardens and its magnificent views, with no interruption and total exclusivity.

FEAST
After your drinks reception in one of our formal lounges, you’ll feast in our opulent and lavishly adorned inter-linked dining 
rooms. By day, huge windows flood the room with natural daylight; and the soft glow of candles and crystal chandeliers create a 

romantic and inviting ambiance as the light fades. Food is our passion; we promise you a meal to remember.

FUN
After dinner, it’s time to party in the entertainment suite. This unique area is not only your dancefloor, it boasts a private bar, a 
gin & whiskey bar, a farmhouse-style kitchen, and its own courtyard. For those who want to dance, the vaulted ceilings ensure 
great sound quality. For those who wish to chat, sitting around the farmhouse table in Granny’s Kitchen with a cup of tea will 

really make them feel at home. This is your venue, this is your party – your guests will love it!
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IDYLLIC ‘I DO’
For a civil wedding ceremony, you need a venue with 
a real sense of occasion. Very few venues that host 
weddings can also offer a really special ceremony site on 

the premises.

If you have always dreamt of a traditional wedding, 
the Chapel at Markree will fit your needs perfectly. 
Lined with dark wood panelling and boasting beautiful 
stained-glass windows and an antique church organ, this 
is an intimate but impressive room for your wedding 
ceremony. It is also a great choice for Spiritualist and 

Humanist ceremonies and blessings.

If you would prefer to say your vows amid the beauty of 
the great outdoors, the stunning natural setting of the 
castle terrace, which overlooks the estate’s manicured 
lawns, rose gardens and wishing well, may be the perfect 

spot for you to say “I do”. 
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HAPPY ENDINGS…

               The Wedding Apartment
Make a discreet exit from your wedding party to wander 
hand-in-hand along the flag-stoned corridors of the 
oldest part of the castle. Don’t forget to make your 
wedding wish as you pass the indoor castle wishing well. 

Located in the heart of the castle, the three-room 
wedding apartment is a wonderfully luxurious space. 

Enjoy a nightcap from the in-room bar in your sitting 
room. Then relax and relive the best moments of your 

wedding day in front of your open fire. 

The bathroom and dressing rooms offer ‘his & hers’ 
showers, vanity unit, sinks and a freestanding, bath tub.

The bedroom is richly decorated with crisp lines and 
soft, indulgent fabrics adorn the king-size bed. It is the 

perfect escape at the end of a perfect day. 
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BEDROOMS TO REMEMBER
A stunning range of luxury hotel guest accommodation is available at Markree 

Castle; with 30 bedrooms in the castle, including a luxury onsite apartment.

Your guests will stay in rooms furnished to the highest of standards, with each 
room designed to take advantage of the unique layout of the castle.

All rooms are en-suite and boast all the amenities of a luxury hotel. Modern luxury 
comes as standard in this historic building. 

www.markreecastle.ie 1918



CELEBRATE

THE NIGHT BEFORE...
Why not enjoy a rehearsal meal with your closest family and friends, in private surroundings, 

on the eve of the biggest day of your life?

THE MORNING OF…
Imagine waking up in a four-poster bed, excited that after so much planning, the day has finally 
arrived. A light breakfast with family and friends, after which you get ready for your wedding 
ceremony in the splendour of the wedding suite; a hair stylist and make-up artist can tend to 

your every need in the privacy of your suite.

THE DAY AFTER…
Extend your wedding celebrations by another day and enjoy all that Markree Castle and County 
Sligo has to offer. Finish off your wedding celebrations with a gourmet barbecue, or informal 

dinner, before saying goodbye to your guests.
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ACCOMMODATION 
How many people can Markree Castle accommodate overnight? 
We have 30 bedrooms in the castle and a one-bedroom luxury 
apartment to the side of the castle. 

Do I have to fill all of the rooms? 
Yes, all bedrooms must be taken on the night of a wedding. 

Is breakfast included in the overnight rate? 
Yes, all our rates include breakfast, which is served from 
9-10.30am. 

Is there extra accommodation locally/nearby?
Yes, Markree Home Farm Apartments are located a five-minute 
walk from the castle. There is a choice of one, two, three and 
four-bedroom apartments and they can be contacted directly on 
+353 (0)71 911 8636. 

We are also glad to recommend other accommodation providers 
in the area. Please ask your wedding co-ordinator for a listing.
 

RECEPTION/BANQUET 
How long do you spend in the lounges for the drinks reception? 
Generally, one hour and thirty minutes to two hours is sufficient 
for a drinks reception. 

What time are guests called to the main banquet? 
This can be worked out depending on travel and marriage times, 
but most sit between 5pm & 6pm. 

May I bring in my own wine? 
You may bring your own wine and a corkage fee applies, this 
may be used for the meal only. 

Can I upgrade elements of the menu? 
Yes, additions and personal preferences are worked out with you. 

How many people can you accommodate in the function room 
for the wedding meal? 
The function room takes up to 190 wedding guests. Children 
may eat downstairs in our Granny’s Kitchen, once supervised. 

What time is the bar open until? 
As your wedding is a private function, there is a late-night bar 
included in the package until 4am.  

Can I take elements of the package away, or add others? 
Generally speaking, we will do our best to accommodate your 
specific requirements. The first step will be for us to understand 
your requirements by arranging a meeting with your Markree 
Castle wedding co-ordinator and from that, we can guide you 
on what can be done. 

BOOKING YOUR WEDDING 
When I place a provisional booking, how long do I have before 
I’m expected to confirm the booking with a deposit? 
We are happy to hold a date for two weeks, after which we 
require a deposit to confirm your booking. Dates cannot be held 
after this time without a deposit. 

What is the deposit? 
A non-refundable deposit of €3,000 is required to secure 
your wedding date. We reserve the right to request a further 

FREQUENTLY ASKED      
QUESTIONS 

€3,000 six months before the wedding date. *A deposit can be 
refundable in the event that we sell the wedding date again.

What are check-in and check-out times? 
Check-in is from 3pm strictly and rooms are not guaranteed 
ready until this time. Check-out is 12 noon. 

Is there a church nearby? 
There are a number of churches in the area and we are happy to 
assist you with this. 

Is the onsite chapel available to get married in?
Yes, the onsite chapel is a very popular option for couples 
wishing to get married on-site.

Can we get married outside?
Yes, weather permitting. We are happy to accommodate 
outdoor ceremonies. However you are required to book the 
chapel as back-up for your ceremony.

What do we need to do to have our ceremony at Markree Castle? 
You need to register with the local registrar and we are happy to 
assist you with this. 

How long does the civil ceremony last? 
Most last in the region of 30 minutes.

Can I invite extra evening guests?
Yes, you can invite up to 60 extra evening guests. 
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NOTES NOTES
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All reservations and agreements are made upon, and are subject 
to, the rules and regulations of the castle and the following 
conditions. 

1. Provisional Bookings are held for two weeks only, after 
which they are automatically released. A deposit of €3,000 
is required to guarantee your booking. A further payment 
of €3,000 is required six months prior to wedding. We 
regret that these deposits are non-refundable in the event of 
cancellations. 

2. The quotation herein is subject to a proportionate increase 
to meet increased costs of foods, beverages and other costs 
of operations, existing at the time of performance of our 
undertaking by reason of increase in the present commodity 
prices, labour costs, taxes or currency values. Patrons 
expressly grant the right to the hotel to increase the prices 
herein quoted, or pay such increased prices and to accept 
such substitutions. 

3. Attendance:  A final attendance figure must be supplied 
to the manager within 48 hours of the wedding. The final 
figure is the minimum number of meals for which the 
organisers guarantee payment. Additional meals will be 
served if space and staff are available, but without guarantee 
or obligation by the castle to provide such extra meals. Any 
such additional meals will be charged at the quoted price. 

4. No beverages of any kind will be permitted to be brought 
into the castle by the patron, or any of the patron’s guests, 
or invited from the outside without permission of the castle, 
and the venue reserves the right to make a charge for the 
service of such beverages.

5. Performance of this agreement is contingent upon the 
ability of the hotel management to complete the same, 
and is subject to labour troubles, disputes or strikes, 
accident, government requisitions, restrictions upon 

travel, transportation, foods, beverages or supplies, and 
other causes, whether enumerated herein or not, beyond 
control of the management preventing or interfering with 
performance.  

6. The Castle may cancel the wedding only in the following 
circumstances:

• The castle has reason to believe the booking might 
prejudice the reputation of the venue. 

• The castle receives evidence of any adverse alteration 
in the client’s financial situation. 

• Should any guest attending the event behave in 
any way considered to be detrimental, offensive, or 
contrary to normal expected standards of behaviour. 

7. It is essential that all entertainment arrangements have 
the approval of the management, prior to the date of your 
reception. 

8. The balance of the account must be settled on the day of 
the reception, either by cash or bank draft or pre-authorised 
bank card. (Please note we do not accept cheque as final 
payment)

9. The minimum number of guests is 150 (Friday, Saturday, 
Bank Holidays and Christmas). Minimum number for 
week days is 120, unless agreed with management.

10. Guests shall be called to dinner no later than 5.30pm. 

11. Please note that check-in time for residents is from 3pm 
onwards. Check-out time is strictly 12 noon, unless agreed 
otherwise; after which a late check-out supplement applies. 

12. Please note children are welcome but must remain seated 
and under parent/guardian supervision at all times. 

13. Please be aware that the castle does not offer food tastings.

TERMS & CONDITIONS
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BELLINGHAM CASTLE

B E L L I N G H A M

Ballyseede Castle,
Ballyseede, Tralee, Co. Kerry, 
Ireland

+353 66 712 5799 
info@ballyseedecastle.com
 www.ballyseedecastle.com

Bellingham Castle,
Castlebellingham, Co. Louth, 
Ireland

+353 42 937 2176
info@bellinghamcastle.ie
www.bellinghamcastle.ie

Markree Castle, 
Collooney, Co. Sligo, 
Ireland

+353 71 916 7800 
 info@markreecastle.ie
www.markreecastle.ie

Cabra Castle, 
Carrickmacross Road, Kingscourt, 
Co. Cavan, Ireland

+353 42 966 7030
marketing@cabracastle.com
www.cabracastle.com

Romantic Castles of Ireland is Ireland’s largest 
independent collection of castle hotels and venues.

Owned and managed by the Corscadden family, 
who have been hoteliers for four generations, the 
collection includes Ballyseede Castle in County 
Kerry, Bellingham Castle in County Louth,  
Cabra Castle in County Cavan and Markree 
Castle in County Sligo.

Each castle in the Romantic Castles of Ireland 
collection has been fully restored and refurbished, 
offering a unique and impressive venue for 
wedding celebrations.

info@romanticcastlesireland.com                  www.romanticcastlesireland.com

Romantic Castles of Ireland

BELLINGHAM CASTLE

B E L L I N G H A M


