
 
 

SPECIAL SUPPORT CENTRES IN MAINSTREAM SCHOOLS: 
 
 
PHYSICAL DISABILITIES 
 
 
 
1. Pupils supported by these Special Support Centres will require provision 

additional to that normally available in a mainstream school in order to 
counterbalance the effects of their disabilities, and to meet their health needs 
so that they can enjoy their lessons in mainstream classes alongside their 
peers. 

 
 The nature of the disability may be apparent in one or more of the following: 
 

• mobility 
• communication 
• self-care (including personal hygiene, feeding and dressing) 
• effects of progressive illness 
• residual effects of past illness or accident 
• fine or gross motor skills 
• specific learning difficulties associated with syndrome, condition or 

disability 
• sensory overlay 
• excessive fatigue 
• growth or stature. 

 
 Most pupils with a physical disability are included successfully in mainstream 

schools wherever issues of physical access and personal support have been 
addressed.  However, some pupils do require access to specialised equipment 
and attention from trained teachers, support staff and therapists for the 
provision of medication and specific care and treatment.  These facilities may 
best be made available to a child in a school which has a Special Support 
Centre. 

 
2. The overall aim of the provision is to support each pupil’s development 

academically, socially and emotionally through a balanced exposure to life in 
mainstream classes and to individual or small group support from Special 
Support Centre staff, in order to maximise inclusion. 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 



3. Special Support Centres for pupils with physical disabilities offer: 
 

• close co-ordination, liaison and collaboration with the medical, 
therapeutic and other professionals concerned with each pupil, including 
a Doctor, a Nurse, Physiotherapist, Occupational Therapist, Speech and 
Language Therapist, Specialist Social Worker and a Connexions Adviser. 
 

• support in planning, implementing and working towards objectives 
detailed in each child's Individual Education Plan. 
 

• Support from a teacher or Learning Support Assistant in mainstream 
lessons, either directly or through the school’s schemes of work, 
providing differentiated materials and aids to independent learning and 
recording. 
 

• staff development opportunities, collaboration, and consultation, with 
teachers and support staff in the school in order to ensure that everyone 
understands the needs of the pupils supported through the SSC 
provision. 

 
• an approach which takes into account the specific and interactive effects 

of the various areas of need which the pupil experiences. 
 
• regular risk assessments and training in lifting and handling people, first 

aid and medical procedures as appropriate, for staff working directly with 
pupils. 
 

• a commitment to facilitating the inclusion of pupils in the educational and 
social life of the school. 
 

• application for, and provision of, special arrangements and concessions 
for National Curriculum tests and public examinations as need be. 
 

• regular liaison with, and support to, parents. 
 
 


