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Please note, the below information is relevant to the Adoption Support Fund prototype phase and is 

subject to change before the fund becomes available nationally in Summer 2015.  

Which local authorities will be Adoption Support Fund prototype areas?  

The Adoption Support Fund prototypes are now operational in: Manchester, Newcastle, North 

Yorkshire, Solihull, Leicester, Hampshire, Gloucestershire, Cornwall, East Sussex, Lewisham. 

When can families start to access support?  

Now, the fund is operational in prototype areas from 26 June 2014.  

When will the Adoption Support Fund be available across England?  

Summer 2015 

Who is eligible?  

Families with an adopted child up to and including 18 years of age or up to and including 25 years of 

age if they have a statement of need.  

When in their adoption journey can a family access support?  

Any point after an adoption order has been granted. Support can be applied for before an adoption 

order is  granted, to be delivered once the adoption order has been granted.  

What support will the Adoption Support Fund prototypes pay for?  

Guidance states that local authorities must provide some adoption support services. Local 

authorities will still be expected to pay for these basic services. The Adoption Support Fund is 

intended to top-up the support families should be able to access from their local authority.  

During the prototype phase the Adoption Support Fund will pay for therapeutic services including:  

 Training for adoptive parents e.g. therapeutic parenting courses. Only where training has 
not been made available by the placing agency during the first three years of placement, or 
in geographical areas where training for parents has not previously been delivered.  
 

 Further, more complex assessment where required e.g. Child Adolescent Mental Health 
Services assessment or other mental health assessment,  multidisciplinary assessment 
including education and heath, cognitive and neuropsychological assessment.  
 

 Dyadic Developmental Psychotherapy- integrative method of psychotherapy developed for 
the treatment of children and young people  who manifest serious psychological problems 
associated with complex trauma and serious failure to establish secure patterns of 
attachment.  
 



 Theraplay- interactive play between child and parent to strengthen the parent-child 
attachment. Sessions guided by a therapist.  
 

  Filial therapy is a form of child-centred play therapy that involves the child leading the 
session. The parent focuses intently on the child and puts the child’s feelings, thoughts and 
actions into words, without questioning, teaching or praising.  
 

 Music, drama or art therapy  
 

 EMDR- Eye Movement Desensitisation and Reprocessing is a psychological treatment 
method which includes bilateral stimulation of the brain to reduce intensity of the distress, 
blockages, confusion and flashbacks associated with traumatic experiences and thus help to 
process and integrate these experiences. 
 

 Non-violent resistance  training - a psychological intervention carried out by the 
parents/carers and their support network for overcoming destructive, aggressive, controlling 
and risk-taking  behaviour. 

The above list is not exhaustive, but is guidance on the types of support which can be accessed 
through the Adoption Support Fund.  

Who can deliver adoption support?  

All support commissioned by the fund will be delivered Ofsted registered providers.  

Will families have to access support within their local authority?  

No. Families will have choice about the services they access. Once an application to the Adoption 

Support Fund has been made, the assessing local authority will receive a list of suggested support 

interventions from a national list of providers, and families will not be limited to accessing support in 

their local area.  

What support will the Adoption Support Fund Prototypes NOT pay for?  

Guidance states that local authorities must provide some adoption support services. Local 

authorities will still be expected to pay for these basic services and will not be able to receive 

support from the Adoption Support Fund for core support.  

Support the Adoption Support Fund Prototypes will not pay for include: respite care, Children and 

Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS), other health services, financial support, mediation of 

contact with birth families, legal support, therapeutic parenting courses (where training was made 

available during the first three years following placement). 

Will the Adoption Support Fund Prototypes pay for Children and Adolescent Mental Health 

Services (CAMHS)?  

During the prototype phase the fund will pay for a child to have a CAMHS assessment. This will help 

reduce waiting times for CAMHS assessments. Where a need for CAMHS support is identified 

through an assessment, the support will need to be paid for by CAMHS or the local authority.  



Adoption Support Fund interventions will need to meet objectives that are agreed by the 

assessing social worker and the family. What are these objectives?  

Objectives will be unique to each family, but could include:  

 Improved relationships with peers  

 Improved relationships with siblings, parents and other family members 

 Improved relationships with teachers and school staff 

 Improved engagement with learning  

 Improved emotional regulation  

 Improved behaviour management  

 Improved confidence  

 Improved ability to enjoy a positive family life and social relationships 

 Reduced child on parent violence  
 

Will each prototype local authority receive a set portion of the Adoption Support Fund?  

There is no restriction on what portion of the fund is spent in each local authority. There is no 

restriction on how much money each family is allocated; funds will be distributed based on need.  

How much of the £19.3 million Adoption Support Fund is available for the prototype phase?  

£2 million  

Where can I find out more about the Adoption Support Fund?  

Join Adoption UK to receive updates on how the Adoption Support Fund is developing or go to: 

www.adoptionsupportfund.co.uk 

 


