
The Audience Panel: Results from the July Poll

What are NI audiences’ summer plans?

NI audiences are staying home this summer

This year, people are changing their summer plans and not heading abroad for their holidays.

33% said they will be travelling
in Northern Ireland and 32%
will be exploring the Republic
of Ireland.

Within the younger respondents, 45% of
16-34 and 48% of 35–44-year-olds
planned to have a staycation in Northern
Ireland. Both groups frequently listed
outdoor activities such as walking and
camping as part of their summer plans.
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What are your plans this summer?

How do arts and culture fit into these plans?

Half of respondents said they do plan on visiting
arts and culture venues, but 36% weren’t sure
about going. This uncertainty from audiences
emphasises the need to make sure organisations
are clear about measures in place to keep
people safe as many are still cautious about
going out and are currently more focused on
activities that can be done outside, away from
crowds. It’s important to note the July survey
was taken before the NI executive’s
announcement to allow theatres and concert
halls to open.
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The top three activities that people planned for their summer were going to a
bar/restaurant/ coffee shop (84%), a park/Natural Heritage site (82%) and the
beach (69%).

What will NI audiences be doing during their summer holiday?
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NI parents have different plans

People with children are more likely to have a staycation with 45% staying local. They
are still making sure to get a holiday break somewhere with only 20% planning to stay
home. Summer break from school leaves people with children more time to spend
with family for fun activities. From the responses we collected, parents are planning
to engage in active and child friendly activities.

The highest responses from this group were 89% plan on visiting natural
heritage sites, 84% going out to eat, 69% going shopping, 50% to go to the cinema
and 52% to museums. Most interestingly, 84% plan to go to the beach which is higher
than the total average.
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From the 10% who chose ‘other’, respondents specified by mentioning
activities like golf, football, motorbike racing, water sports and hiking. Here
again, there is a strong theme of wanting to make the most of summer
weather and stay outdoors.

We know people are changing their holiday habits to stay safer so we asked if
they thought these changes would be sticking around in future years to come
beyond their COVID concerns. We found there was quite a variety in how
people feel about continuing with similar summer plans. Here are some of the
responses we gathered about people’s potential summer traditions:

“We will continue to do streamed
theatre whenever available and the
only way to see a show (eg: an English
theatre production). We've really
appreciated this aspect of lockdown
and hope this increased accessibility
continues.”

“I'm taking much greater advantage
of my National Trust membership than
usual. Would love to see more outdoor
festivals and performances at these
venues over the summer.”

“We choose a new place in NI to walk
each week and have discovered some
beautiful places we will return to!”

“Taking part in online arts and cultural
events, talks and courses.”

The Audience Panel is run by Thrive (www.wewillthrive.co.uk)
and supported by Belfast City Council. 309 people responded to
the seventh survey, which ran from 15 – 23 July 2021 and was
distributed by Thrive.

http://www.wewillthrive.co.uk/

