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Audience Snapshot: Older People (65+) 
and Art Forms in Belfast 
 
We asked 2,200 Belfast residents about their cultural engagement – how they attended and 
how they participated – in a city-wide survey commissioned by Belfast City Council. The 
results were fascinating and showed us that a lot of assumptions we may hold are in fact 
incorrect. In this audience snapshot, we delve into the Older People age group (65+) – how 
engaged they are in Belfast and what art forms they are interested in the most. 
 
Overall engagement is particularly low for over 65’s. Indeed, they have the lowest level of 
participation (78%) and attendance (85%), compared to 81% and 91% respectively for the rest 
of the Belfast population. It’s important to take into consideration that this age group is very 
diverse and lifestyles on both ends of the spectrum can vary drastically. Someone aged 65 has 
very different habits to someone who is 85. Although this age group is not as culturally 
engaged as younger groups, that doesn’t mean they aren’t interested. 

Over 65’s ARE culturally engaged, particularly within the home. 

What art forms are 65+ into? 
 

 
 
Any activity that involves getting out of the house sees a substantial drop while at-home 
activities are more popular, such as reading a book (68%) or watching a film at home (68%). 
The explanation for these results are that older age often correlates with disability. The 
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majority of those over 65 have some form of limiting health condition, while the majority of 
over 85’s are limited a lot day to day. 
 

 

Some activities they really liked 
 
Two activities appeared as favourites amongst older people: 
 

 

 
 

How to grow Older People (65+) audiences? 
 

What about a day-time programme? 
Although over 65’s level of attendance are 
low, that doesn’t mean they should be left 
behind. Older people are early risers. 
Opening your venue earlier during the day 
when it’s less busy while offering a 
programme tailored to their tastes within 
these hours is a great start. 
 

Improve your accessibility 
Is your building and programme 
accessible? We mentioned above that 
disability is common within this age group. 

There are easy, DIY ways to improve your 
accessibility like offering a free ticket for 
carers or having dementia-friendly shows 
as part of your programme. We wrote a 
blog about Access. 
 

Re-evaluate your pricing strategy 
Over 65’s usually have a lower income 
compared to all other age groups. Senior 
discounts or low pricing for events 
specifically aimed at this age bracket are 
some suggestions. 

 

 

22% of over 65’s enjoy textile crafts – sewing, 
quilting, knitting, felting or crocheting. But within 
this age group, women (25%) are more likely to 
participate than men (2%). 

Classical music was particularly attractive to over 
65’s. 20% of them love this specific genre. 

NISRA is projecting that by the end of this decade: 

 The city’s population will get older. 

 People aged over 65’s will outnumber children.  
 

https://wewillthrive.co.uk/resources/blogs/build-your-dream-venue-workshops-what-we-learned
https://wewillthrive.co.uk/resources/blogs/build-your-dream-venue-workshops-what-we-learned
https://www.nisra.gov.uk/sites/nisra.gov.uk/files/publications/HP16-bulletin.pdf
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Sources 
 
Please contact our Research Executive Laura Cusick if you’d like more info about Young Adults 
and Art Forms in Belfast – researchexec@wewillthrive.co.uk
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