
 

13th July 2022 

Message from the new President, Louise Baur 

It is a tremendous honour to take over the role of President of the World Obesity Federation from Prof John Wilding. 
Over the past 2 years I have learnt so much from John as well as Prof Donna Ryan, the previous Past-President. I 
look forward to continuing to work on their many ongoing projects, in partnership with the team at World Obesity 
led by our very capable CEO, Johanna Ralston.  

My background is as an academic paediatrician with expertise in the management and prevention of obesity in 
children and young people. I hold the Chair of Child and Adolescent Health at the University of Sydney and am a 
consultant paediatrician in Weight Management Services at The Children’s Hospital at Westmead, the main 
paediatric hospital in Sydney. I am also a Founding Fellow of the Australian Academy of Health & Medical Sciences. 
For more than two decades I have been involved in various World Obesity activities. For example, I was Founding 
Editor-in-Chief (2005-2010), and am now Associate Editor, of the journal Pediatric Obesity. I have served on several 
World Obesity committees including the Policy & Prevention Committee and have authored a SCOPE core module.  

The World Obesity Federation’s mission is " to work with and through our members and partners, to achieve global 
obesity-related targets including halting the rise of obesity, and to shape the global narrative." My primary vision 
for WOF is to enable this mission to be achieved. The need for concerted global action in this area is even more 
urgent given the links between obesity and severe COVID disease, and between COVID restrictions and obesity 
prevalence, especially in those living with social disadvantage. Advocacy and action in both management and 
prevention of obesity are vital. 
 
World Obesity is a global organisation. It now has a diverse membership of practitioners, researchers, policy-makers 
and, most importantly, people with a lived experience of obesity. Due to the hard work of our Word Obesity staff 
and many volunteers, we have grown our links and influence with the World Health Organisation, UNICEF and other 
global and regional organisations. We have undertaken work on addressing weight bias, provided compelling and 
accessible information on obesity through our data platforms, advocated for health services to support people with 
obesity, delivered a range of education and training activities, disseminated research through our journals and 
meetings, and promoted strategic approaches to the prevention of obesity in different countries.   

Much has occurred. But even more needs to be done now. We welcome your partnership in this important work. 
Please engage with the World Obesity staff, our Board and with me. We want to learn from you and to work with 
you. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Louise Baur 
President 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 


