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Honourable chairperson, distinguished delegates, colleagues. Thank you for this 
opportunity to make this statement on behalf of the World Obesity Federation.   
 
Obesity is both a disease and a serious risk factor for other NCDs, putting enormous 
pressure on health systems and economies across the globe. People living with 
obesity often struggle to get a diagnosis, to access care from trained HCPs and incur 
significant and often unaffordable costs for treatment. Given the rapidly rising 
incidence rates across countries of all income levels, obesity services will likely be 
essential in all UHC benefit packages. In addition, investing in the prevention of 
obesity as part of UHC will deliver many additional public health gains and help 
ensure the health and productivity of future generations.  
 
In their negotiations on the outcome document in preparation for the high-level 
meeting, we call upon Member States to consider the following: 
 

• High level political commitment and investment in a holistic, whole of 

government and multi-sector approach to achieving UHC, ensuring that work 

within the health sector is not undermined by commercial influence. 

• Investment in health workers, ensuring they are equipped and trained to 

deliver person-orientated and non-stigmatizing care, including for people 

with obesity. 

• Including prevention as part of UHC commitments, particularly actions which 

focus on the social, commercial and environmental determinants of health 

which all impact on the risk of obesity and the efficacy of treatment, 

particularly in vulnerable populations. 

• Implementing strong accountability and monitoring frameworks for all sectors 

and stakeholders, nationally and globally, tracking progress towards global 

health targets, including obesity. 

• Embedding equity across all commitments, ensuring to prioritise the most 
vulnerable so as to leave no one behind, and ensuring that people at the 
centre are not rhetoric but reality, to truly leave no one behind  

• Recognising the vital role that civil society plays in addressing obesity and 

achieving health for all.  

Thank you. 
 

http://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA72/A72_14-en.pdf

