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Statement to the 71st World Health Assembly on the Preparation for the third High-
level Meeting of the General Assembly on the Prevention and Control of Non-

communicable Diseases,  
Agenda item 11.7, document A71/14 

 
Honorable chairperson, distinguished delegates, colleagues. Thank you for this opportunity 
to address the Assembly. These comments are made on behalf of the World Obesity 
Federation and relate to obesity within the NCD agenda. 
 
We wish to begin with an appeal to Member States to ensure that their governments are 
represented at the forthcoming High Level Meeting. Involvement at the highest political level 
will be vital for making towards achieving the NCD targets.  
 
By 2025, 2.7 billion adults are expected to be overweight or suffer from obesity and the global 
medical bill to treat the consequences is estimated to rise to $1.2 trillion a year. It is estimated 
that 267 million school-aged children globally will be overweight or suffer from obesity by 
2025. We call on Member States to use the opportunity of the UN High Level Meeting to 
commit to strong action to address the obesity epidemic. Obesity is both a risk factor for 
NCDs, as well as a disease in its own right, and as such actions which prevent, manage and 
treat obesity throughout the life course will be of the upmost importance for achieving the 
NCD targets.  
 
As part of this commitment, we urge Leaders to recognise obesity as a disease and to 
integrate it into Universal Health Coverage, ensuring health systems are equipped to manage 
and treat obesity. Secondly, we call for a reaffirmed commitment to reducing childhood 
obesity, building on the work of the WHO Commission on Ending Childhood Obesity. 
Thirdly, we ask for policies that tackle the social and commercial determinants of obesity to 
be prioritised, including fiscal policies and restrictions on unhealthy food marketing to 
children.  
 
Finally, we commend the WHO on their report to the World Health Assembly, in particular 
for highlighting how industry interference is impeding progress in implementing the Best 
Buy policies. Member States have a responsibility to protect their citizens from such 
interference and should commit to do so as part of their efforts to tackle NCDs. 

 

http://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA71/A71_14-en.pdf

