
13 June 2016 
 
A report of our Day of Immunology 2016 activity “Negative Selection Essential for the 
Power of the Immune System” 
 
I am writing this report for your kind consideration regarding our activity with regard to the 
Day of Immunology 2016 Campaigns. I serve as the Ambassador for our activity entitled 
"Negative Selection Essential for the Power of the Immune System". By the combination of 
immunology expertise, rock music, and butoh dance, our group Negative Selection appeals 
the importance of the immune system development to wide communities in Japan and 
beyond. The members of Negative Selection belong to the Japanese Society for Immunology 
(JSI), and two of us, Dr. Hiroshi Kawamoto and myself, are on the board for the JSI. I also 
serve as a Treasurer for the Federation of Immunological Societies of Asia-Oceania 
(FIMSA). 
 
What we did: 
It would be best for you to take a look at our performance at the following URL: 
https://youtu.be/R0WMn7LK16Y 
This performance called “Happy Deepee” is just an example of what we have been doing, 
and we have other numbers, both in English and Japanese languages, introducing the 
importance of different aspects in immunology. We plan to release this performance video to 
the public, as soon as your evaluation is completed. We can send you a copy of the original 
movie file, in case you are interested in receiving it. 
 
An estimate of how many people you reached: 
Negative Selection has performed for over 10 years. At least 5,000 people in total have seen 
our performance. The biggest occasions included (1) the official party for the 14th 
International Congress of Immunology in Kobe in 2010, and (2) the public science show at 
the 36th annual meeting for the Molecular Biology Society of Japan in 2013, both in the 
audience magnitude of 1,000 each. As we will release the performance videos and music to 
public, the audience will likely go beyond Japan through the Internet. 
 
Some of the major results: 
The combination of immunology expertise, rock music, and butoh dance has appealed and 
will appeal the importance of the immune system development to wide communities in 
Japan and beyond. So far, our performance has been well taken by the JSI members, 
especially among next generation members. We hope our performance will go beyond Japan, 
especially through the Internet, to help immunology gain public recognition. 
 
Thank you very much for your kind consideration. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
Yousuke Takahama, Ph. D. 
 
Professor, Experimental Immunology 
Director, Institute for Advanced Medical Research 
University of Tokushima 
3-18-15 Kuramoto, Tokushima, 770-8503, Japan 
Phone: +81-88-633-9452, E-mail: takahama@genome.tokushima-u.ac.jp 


