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I would like to begin by expressing my gratitude for the opportunity to attend the 5th European 

Veterinary Immunology Workshop (EVIW). I won one of the travel bursaries provided by the Veterinary 

Immunology Committee (VIC) of the International Union of Immunological Societies (IUIS), which helped a 

lot to support travel and accommodation costs. I am a PhD student at the Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, 

University of Milan; some colleagues of mine had attended this Workshop a few years ago and they told me 

this was a great opportunity for travelling and being involved in an international conference. As they could 

not be present this year, I decided to go alone and feel the exciting experience of travelling to an 

international congress. I can say it was an amazing experience. 

I landed at Vienna Airport on 1st September. After landing, just finding my way to the hotel was a 

great job. The language sounded really different as well as their culture; so, I started to feel afraid of being 

alone and unable to communicate during the congress. Actually, I never felt like that during the conference. 

Since I had some free time, I took the metro to the city centre and went sightseeing. I had never been to 

Vienna before and I realized it is such a beautiful city that I promised myself to return one day. 
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The day following my arrival, the conference was due after lunch time. During the conference I 

presented two posters titled “Circulating extracellular miR-22, miR-155, and miR-365 as potential 

biomarkers to assess the turkey (Meleagris gallopavo) welfare” and “Effects of temperature on 

phagocytosis and reactive oxygen species production in bovine polymorphonuclear cells”, both of them 

related to  my current research field. 

My research group is involved in Veterinary Pathology, whose major interest lies in inflammation and 

inflammatory-related proteins, such as alpha1-acid glycoprotein (AGP) and serum amyloid A (SAA), and in 

how they can modify the immune response in different tissues. A second research topic that is part of my 

PhD thesis includes farm animal welfare aiming at producing safe and “ethic” food.  

When I was given the programme timetable, I could choose seminars I was particularly drawn to such 

as lectures about Innate Immunity, Adaptive Immunity and Molecular Immunology & Cell Signalling held on 

3rd and 4th February. I found great value in the variety of talks presented and I found myself interested in 

other topics regarding my study field. For example, Dr. Marian Horzinek gave us a great lecture about 

vaccination; Dr. Wilhelm Gerner talked about the differentiation of porcine CD4+ and CD8β+ T cells, and Dr. 

Eric Cox involved us in the topic of immunization of small intestine in piglets with maternal antibodies. 

Although vaccination is not among my prevalent scientific interests, I cannot forget that it is a very 

attractive field. Part of my PhD work aims at finding biomarkers to develop an assay to differentiate healthy 

and sick animals. If I succeed with my PhD objective, I will be able to differentiate successfully or 

unsuccessfully vaccinated animals. 

 

 
 

The species I am focused on are turkey and chicken. Unfortunately, there were just a few lectures 

about these two species, but one of them - given by Dr. Mark Bouwens - was about innate immune markers 

in broiler chickens, which is exactly my research topic. They studied an acute phase protein which is the 

same I am studying now and they found that the coding gene for this protein is not produced by the whole 

intestinal tract in normal conditions. I found the same gene downregulated in the same tissue under 

different study models, but in turkey only.  

It was difficult to decide between Innate Immunity or Adaptive Immunity lectures on 3rd February 

afternoon. I spent the afternoon at the Innate Immunity session, apart from attending one Adaptive 

Immunity session given by Dr. Fana Alem Kidane about localization and detection of cytokines in chicken 

tissues. I learnt a lot at the meeting especially about immunity cells, pathways and markers. I also learnt 

some basic principles on how the immune system operates and responds to antigens that may lead to 

straightforward inflammation and diseases; mastitis was one of them. My team work had worked on 

mastitis for some years but when I joined them they were working on other fields. I was a bit curious about 

this disease and the lecture given by  Dr. Amanda Gibson offered me an overall around the topic. 



Another interesting lecture about the expression of pig intestinal miRNA in response to Salmonella 

reminded me about my own work. This lecture was of particular relevance to one of my accepted posters 

about miRNA which gained attention with valuable suggestions.  

I was also able to interact and exchange ideas with other scientists and PhD students from all over 

the world and with a huge variety of study fields and experiences. All knowledge acquired thanks to this 

Viennese time will for sure help me to improve both my work and thesis.  

Overall, I would say that my attendance at the meeting was a great opportunity for my personal and 

professional life and achievement. 

 

With best regards, 

Andreia Marques 
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