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Now in its tenth year, the European Veterinary Immunology Workshop continues to provide 

a welcome opportunity for veterinary immunologists from Europe and further afield to 

present and discuss their current research.  This year’s workshop was hosted by the 

University of Veterinary Medicine, Vienna, which provided the meeting with both excellent 

facilities and warm hospitality.  

The scientific programme began with a fascinating and enlightening keynote lecture by Prof. 

Dr. Marian Horzinek, who reminded us all not only of the profound contribution that 

vaccines have made to veterinary and human medicine, but also warned us of the 

continuing sociologically-driven decline in vaccine uptake and the rise in anti-vaccine 

campaigns. Given their importance, it was no surprise that vaccine development projects 

were to feature considerably in the programme. The meeting was thereafter organised into 

four plenary sessions and six workshops. Together, these sessions provided the audience 

with a unique insight into the research currently underway within veterinary immunology, 

and talks were delivered by immunologists working in all aspects of the field, including 

fundamental science, immunopathology and immune system manipulation.  

The workshops provided the audience with an opportunity to tailor the meeting to their 

own interests. The objective of my own research project is to develop a recombinant 

vaccine against Bovine Digital Dermatitis using a reverse vaccinology approach; 

characterisation of the bovine adaptive immune response constitutes an important aspect 

of this work. Therefore, as I was keen to understand more about how the adaptive immune 

system can be both characterised and manipulated, I  attended workshop 2 (Adaptive 

Immunity), 3 (Infection & Immunity) and 5 (Vaccination and Memory) . These workshops 

provided the audience with a fascinating series of thought-provoking presentations that 

facilitated discussion. I was particularly interested in learning about some of the other 

veterinary vaccine projects that are currently underway, especially with regard to both 

vaccine candidate and adjuvant selection. A number of talks covered the fundamental 

science of immune memory development and in doing so, provided me with an excellent 

opportunity to update my own knowledge of the subject. The opportunity to learn about a 

range of new techniques that are being employed in cellular and transcriptional 

immunological profiling will also be of great practical benefit to my own research.  

I am grateful for being given the opportunity to present a poster at the workshop entitled: 

‘Bovine Digital Dermatitis: A reverse Vaccinology Approach’. Although a large number of 

poster presentations were given, delegates were given ample opportunity to attend the 

poster sessions. I found this experience especially valuable, not only because it gave me the 



opportunity to present my work on an international stage, but more importantly, to discuss 

my work with an interested audience, who were able to offer their own suggestions and 

comments. The two poster sessions also gave me the opportunity to meet fellow presenters 

and to learn about their research projects, and to engage with the representatives of a 

number of biotechnology companies.  

I am extremely for grateful the opportunity to attend the Veterinary Immunology Workshop 

2015 and I wish to thank the International Union of Immunological Societies for granting me 

this travel bursary. This has been a hugely rewarding experience. Not only have I had the 

opportunity to learn a great deal about the very latest research in veterinary immunology, 

but my attendance has allowed me to meet a considerable number of experts and fellow 

students in veterinary immunology, with whom I have been able to build connections, and 

who will now become familiar and friendly faces throughout my career in this field.  

 


