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I am truly grateful for the travel bursary provided by the Veterinary 

Immunology Committee (VIC) of the International Union of Immunological 

Societies (IUIS), which was a fundamental financial contribution to my 

participation to the 5th European Veterinary Immunology Workshop in Vienna 

(AT). I think that the EVIW are among the most useful meetings for veterinary 

immunologists, considering that other veterinary meeting focus more on 

virology or bacteriology. 

I had the opportunity to present some preliminary results of my research in 

Vienna. It was a pleasure to realize that my oral presentation titled 

‘Characterization of the interaction of African swine fever viruses of differing 

virulence with monocytes and macrophage subsets’ received valuable 

feedback and useful advices which will technically and scientifically improve 

my future work. 

I took advantage of the numerous suggestions made by other immunologist 

working on porcine macrophages, especially scientists studying M1/M2 

macrophage polarization. During the poster sessions I had the possibility to 

discuss with them and to acquire information which have already improved my 

current research. 

Generally speaking I found great value in the variety of other talks presented.  

One which really caught my attention was the one on the different biological 

activities of swine interferon-alpha subtypes. In pigs there are 17 IFN 

subtypes and differences has been observed in their antiviral activity and 

modulation of cytokines and MHC class I and II expression. I hope that further 

studies will be made to explore type I interferon biological activities.  

 



Before moving to Sardinia I worked mainly on other porcine immune cells (NK 

and T cells), focusing on their interaction with a live attenuated and a virulent 

CSFV isolates. Due to my background, I really appreciated the two talks made 

by K. Mair, one on PRRS-specific T-cell response and the other on the role of 

CD3+NKp46+ porcine lymphocytes with NK-cell characteristic during influenza 

infection. Moreover the identification of a new lymphocyte population 

(CD3+NKp46+) in swine is a clear sign of the need to improve our knowledge 

on porcine immune system and how fascinating and complex veterinary 

immunology is. 

Also the response to vaccine were especially of interest. I appreciated to be 

informed about progress made in vaccine development, especially on the 

development of a universal vaccine for swine influenza, based on a 

pseudotyped influenza virus, which can infect cells and express viral core 

proteins, but not replicate. Also the study on candidate vaccine for PRRS with 

particulate formulation let me appreciate the advances made in veterinary 

vaccinology, and the importance of immunology in the development of next 

generations of vaccines against animal infective diseases. 

As a young veterinary immunologist the advice and suggestions made by 

senior scientists through discussion and poster session gave me the 

opportunity to critically analyze and improve my current research.  

Finally, it was great to see some old friends and to meet young immunologists 

from other European laboratories, sharing our experiences, problems, and 

most importantly our true passion for science. 
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