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WHO/IUIS Allergen Nomenclature Sub-Committee Meeting 

ISMA 2017, Luxembourg  

November 10, 2017 
8-9 a.m. 
 
Members present: 
Rick Goodman (Chairman) (RG) 
Anna Pomés (Secretary) (AP)  
Gabi Gadermaier (Treasurer) (GG) 
Heimo Breiteneder (HB) 
Christiane Hilger (CH) 
Thomas Holzhauser (TH) 
Jonas Lidholm (JL) 
Andreas Nandy (AN) 
Markus Ollert (MO) 
Christian Radauer (CR) 
Marianne van Hage (MAL) (MvH) 
Ronald van Ree (MAL) (RvR) 
 
AFM (Active founding members), MAL (Members at large), 
 
Members missing (see Appendix). 
 
Additional attendees:   
Lars Poulsen (LP) as representative of EAACI and liaison with AAAAI. 
 
AGENDA 

1- Business update 

2- Discussion of manuscript in preparation for Molecular Immunology. 

3- Miscellaneous. 

Minutes 
 
1- Business update 

RG gives a business update, starting by the budget. EAACI will pay 10,000 euros (to be only used for 

travel costs).  AAAAI rejected four times the suggested budged. Finally, the day before the meeting, 

our liaison Kay Whalen (executive director of the AAAAI) announced, after meeting with the 

president of the AAAAI, that the American academy approved to provide $10,000 that will go 

through the EAACI. Unlike EAACI, AAAAI does not pay for travel costs. 
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Haris is almost ready to transfer the database to the EAACI server. It is currently still at the University 

of Nebraska server. When John Wise is able to help (now working on another job) the database will 

be transferred. 

2- Discussion of the manuscript in preparation for Molecular Immunology. 

Most of the meeting time was spent on discussing the paper in preparation for Molecular 

Immunology (version 3).  This is the second version that has been circulated to all the members just 

before this meeting, and has incorporated the member’s feed-back to the previous version. 

1- Title. 

HB suggested using another title for the paper (in line of “Making the nomenclature great again”).  

All members are asked to think about the title and provide suggestions. 

2- There was a discussion about which term to use referring to the disease associated with the 

allergens in the database (Wayne Thomas suggested the term “atopy”). 

MvH suggested using the term “IgE-mediated” instead of type I. 

MO suggested to leave “atopy” out (supported by MvH, GG and others), as an old fashioned name 

that, in addition, is not applicable to insect allergy (sensitization is by injection). 

HB: Poison oak is type IV allergy. 

RG: There are haptens that cause IgE-mediated reactions (not included in the database as mentioned 

in the paper). 

3-Another discussion revolved around sugars in allergens: 

RvR: One of the tomato allergens (Sola l 2) could be removed from the database because there is not 

proof of binding to the protein.  

AP: Since the removal from the database of some allergens that bind IgE only through sugars is a 

challenge for the Sub-Committee, which is still under discussion, she suggested adding this issue in 

the paper under the section “challenges for the Sub-Committee”. Members supported this idea, and 

she will write a small paragraph for the paper. 

4-Discussion about Figures: 

AP: Currently there are four figures in the paper.  The first one (prepared by Thomas Holzhauser) is 

optional and provides a context of allergy history for the origin of the allergen nomenclature. It is 

meant to substitute the text that lengthened unnecessarily the paper in the introduction. The second 

one, prepared by Christiane Hilger, provides an overview of the review process and essential criteria 

for allergen acceptance.  The third one, prepared by Thomas also, gives a detailed process of the 
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information required for submission of a candidate allergen. The fourth one (prepared by Geoff 

Mueller) is an example of an allergen, Bla g 1, with two isoallergens encoded by two different genes.  

MO suggested adding “resubmission” to Figure 3 (which is an option that does not occur for journals 

once a paper is rejected). 

GG: The red marks in Figure 3 should be smaller, or removed. 

RvR: Finds figure 3 confusing.   

JL-AP: Since Figure 4 seemed to be a little bit out of context, JL and AP will prepare a table explaining 

4 to 5 different origins of isoallergens: either encoded by different genes, or different splicing, or 

resulting from proteolytic cleavage, etc.  Some text will be added also, to provide, with the table, 

context to Figure 4.     

5- Criteria to accept a protein in the database as an allergen. 

CR asked that the members agree on the criteria for accepting an allergen. Currently, we state that 

positive IgE to 5 patients is sufficient as proof of allergenicity. However, as discussed in the June 

meeting in Finland, sometimes it is hard to find an n = 5 (i.e. in occupational allergy). Therefore, it 

was decided to provide n = 5 positive patients when possible. If < 5 patients are only available, 

convincing evidence of allergenicity needs to be provided.   

Also, some members expressed concern about the current request of “negative controls” that had 

never been asked for before, and they were not sure if this new requirement had been approved 

(despite of the change already in the submission form). In fact, negative controls are part of proving 

positivity, so a request of negative controls might not be necessary (JL). The criteria will be re-

phrased in the paper, and members are welcome to provide their feed-back. 

RG will send the most current version of the paper to all members soon. The plan is to finish the 

submission in approximately 3 weeks. 

6- Miscellaneous. 

HB suggested adding the number of positive patients to the database. However, this information is 

already present in the field that shows IgE prevalence (not in all entries though). 

HB mentioned that Uta Jappe (Clinician researcher from Borstel, GE) and Joerg Kleine-Tebbe (an MD 

researcher from Berlin) had expressed interest in joining the Sub-Committee.  All members present 

at the meeting voted and both nominations were accepted by unanimity. 

HB mentioned also that Der f 34 is possibly not an allergen.  It has been expressed as recombinant 

protein. The structure has been determined and the protein folds correctly. However, it does not 

bind IgE. 
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JL + AP: Traces amounts of different allergen/s bound to purified allergens can also mislead the 

assessment of a protein as an allergen. A comment along these lines could also be added to the 

paper.       

    Minutes by A. Pomés on November 13th, 2017 

 
Post Meeting NOTE:  Discussions demonstrated that we need to have a longer meeting at 
the next EAACI meeting, and to take more time the day before the EAACI meeting for at 
least 4 hours is preferable.  That will be include a number of work items.  It could be the 
afternoon of 25 May or the morning of 26 May in Munich.  REG. 
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Appendix 
 
Members of the Allergen Nomenclature Sub-Committee 
 
Officers (3 or 4): 
Chair:  Rick Goodman 
Vice-Chair: Janet Davies 
Secretary: Anna Pomés 
Treasurer: Gabi Gadermaier 
 
Active founding member (1): 
Thomas Platts-Mills 
 
Active committee members (in addition to the above individuals, are expected to attend most 
meetings and to participate in review of submissions, and vote on issues and officers): 
 
1. Naveen Arora 
2. Heimo Breiteneder 
3. Sanny Chan 
4. Christiane Hilger 
5. Thomas Holzhauser 
6. Jorgen Larsen 
7. Jonas Lidholm 
8. Andreas Lopata 
9. Geoff Mueller  
10. Andreas Nandy 
11. Markus Ollert 
12. Christian Radauer 
13. Monika Raulf 
14. Edzard Spillner 
15. Wayne Thomas 
 
Total voting members 19.   
According to the by-laws the Sub-Committee can have up to 24 voting members.   
 
Members at large (who will be informed of actions, may attend annual meetings, but act as advisory 
people, do not vote, are only asked to review issues or submissions in rare circumstances):  
Martin Chapman 
Henning Lowenstein (founding member) 
Stefan Vieths 
Marianne van Hage 
Ronald van Ree 
 


