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WHO/IUIS Allergen Nomenclature Sub-Committee Meeting 

EAACI 2017, Helsinki, Finland  

June 21, 2017 
8-10 a.m. 
 
Members present: 
Rick Goodman (Chairman) (RG) 
Anna Pomés (Secretary) (AP)  
Janet Davies (Vice-Chair) (JD) 
Gabi Gadermaier (Treasurer) (GG) 
Thomas Platts-Mills (AFM) (TPM) 
Christiane Hilger (CH) 
Jorgen Larsen (JLa) 
Jonas Lidholm (JLi) 
Geoff Mueller (GM) 
Andreas Nandy (AN) 
Monika Raulf (MR) 
Edzard Spillner (ES) 
Wayne Thomas (WT) 
Ronald van Ree (MAL) (RvR) 
 
AFM (Active founding members), MAL (Members at large), 
 
Members missing (see Appendix). 
 
Additional attendees:   
Lars Poulsen (LP) as representative of EAACI and liaison with AAAAI. 
Sanny Chan (SC) as a potential member. 
 
AGENDA 

Updates on: 

1- WHO affiliation- 2 mins 

2- Letter to Journal Editors- 5 mins 

3- Conflict of Interest Form- 10 mins 

4- Relationship and budget for AAAAI, EAACI and IUIS- 10 mins 

5- Allergen Nomenclature Submission form updates- 10 mins 

6- Bla g 1-Geoff Mueller- 10 mins 

7- CONFIDENTIAL COMPARE database request for collaboration- 10 mins 
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Minutes 
 
RG introduces Geoff Mueller from the National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences (NIEHS, 
USA) (as a new member since last year), and Sanny K. Chan, M.D., Ph.D., Assistant Professor, 
Department of Pediatrics, Division of Allergy and Immunology, National Jewish Health from Denver, 
Colorado (as a potential new member). Each attendant introduces him/herself to the rest of the 
attendants. 
 
RG follows the agenda: 
 
1. WHO affiliation 

 

RG:  The Sub-Committee affiliation to the World Health Organization (WHO) was lost or was not clear 

at some point. WHO contacted RG about the relation of the Sub-Committee with the WHO. The 

affiliation with WHO is still being discussed, but seems OK. Meanwhile, the Sub-Committee keeps 

WHO/IUIS Allergen Nomenclature Sub-Committee as the “short-name”. It is appropriate to use the 

extended name: WHO/IUIS/EAACI/AAAAI Allergen Nomenclature Sub-Committee as the formal 

name. 

 

RG went to an International Union of Immunological Societies (IUIS) meeting in Melbourne, Australia 

in August 2016, and met with Pablo Engel, former chair of the IUIS Nomenclature Committee. Pablo 

Engel has stepped down as chair, and the current chair is Menno van Zelm of Monash University. RG 

mentioned that IUIS is a loose organization that meets every 2 to three years. There were leaders of 

3 or 4 other “Nomenclature” Sub-Committees of IUIS.  The next meeting will be in Beijing, China in 

2018. Our Sub-Committee will retain affiliation with IUIS. 

 

2. Letter to Journal Editors 

 

AP gave an update on the initiative to request that journals in the allergy field and related disciplines 

follow the WHO/IUIS Allergen Nomenclature. AP prepared a letter, with feed-back from the Sub-

Committee members, which was sent to 17 journals on May 5, 2017. After one month, only three 

journals replied. The letter was re-sent with a reminder to reply. Currently, 11 out of 17 journals have 

responded, all in a positive way. Some journals have already incorporated the suggested statement 

into instructions to authors (i.e. IAAI), and others are in the process of doing so (i.e. J. Immunol). This 

is the list of journals and responses (yes or no): 

 

 1-   AAAI:  Annals of Allergy, Asthma & Immunology - yes 

 2-   AAIR:  Allergy, Asthma & Immunology Research - no 

 3-   AAP:  Allergy & Asthma Proceedings - no 

 4-   AI: Allergology International - yes 

 5- AJI:  Allergo Journal International - no 
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 6-   Allergy - European Journal of Allergy and Clinical Immunology (the official journal of 

  the European Academy of Allergy and Clinical Immunology) - yes 

 7-   APJAI:  Asian Pacific Journal of Allergy and Immunology - yes 

 8-   CEA:  Clinical & Experimental Allergy (the official journal of the British Society for 

  Allergy & Clinical Immunology) - no 

 9-    IAAI: International Archives of Allergy and Immunology -yes 

 10-  JACI:  The Journal of Allergy and Clinical Immunology (the official journal of the 

  American Academy of Allergy, Asthma & Immunology) - yes 

 11-  JACI IP:  The Journal of Allergy and Clinical Immunology: In Practice - yes 

 12-  JAFC:  Journal of Agricultural and Food Chemistry - no 

 13-  JI:  The Journal of Immunology - yes 

 14-  MI:  Molecular Immunology - no 

 15-  MNFR:  Molecular Nutrition & Food Research - yes 

 16-  PAI:  Pediatric Allergy and Immunology - yes 

 17-  PO: Plos One - yes 

 

Suggestions from members to communicate with: 

- Andreas Lopata for MI 

- Thilo Jakob for AJI 

- Judith Woodfolk for CEA 

- Jean Bousquet for Clinical and Translational Allergy (not currently in the list of journals) 

AP will follow up with the journals that have not yet responded.  

JLi suggested adding the list of journals that comply with this initiative to the WHO/IUIS Allergen 

Nomenclature website. 

3. Conflict of Interest Form 

 

In the previous Sub-Committee meeting in Atlanta, Lars Poulsen (LP) had requested that members of 

the Sub-Committee sign a COI form, because now the Sub-Committee is associated with EAACI. He 

suggested preparing a COI form based on the COI statement signed for abstract submission to the 

AAAAI. A COI was prepared but some members thought it was too detailed and refused to sign. 

Therefore, two different COI forms were prepared:  1) one suggested by LP, and 2) a simplified COI 

form (both provided by e-mail to members before this meeting). The simplified COI consists of this 

sentence: 

 

 “As a member of the Allergen Nomenclature Sub-Committee, I will not receive benefits (associated 

to financial, research and/or organizational interests), by serving the Sub-Committee. Submitted 

information will be treated confidentially and I will abstain from reviewing entries that might be in 

scientific conflict of interest.” 
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LP thought that this sentence was not sufficient, and a more detailed COI form was still needed. It 

was agreed that after this statement, the same sections that are requested in the COI slide for the 

EAACI presentations would be added. There is no need to declare money amounts in the COI form. 

 

JLi suggested that the www.allergen.org website states that the Sub-Committee has a COI statement. 

 

RvR mentioned that by guidelines, the EAACI asks committee members to sign COI statements every 

year. We are all conflicted. 

 

TPM:  If, in addition to actual COI, there are perceived COI, they should be stated before the review 

of a new allergen name.   

 

AP will prepare a new COI form that will be sent with the minutes. Members should complete and 

return to the Secretary and Chair for retention. A list and information will be included on the 

WHO/IUIS database website. 

 

4.  Relationship and budget for AAAAI, EAACI and IUIS 

A budget was prepared for LP for this meeting, as he had requested in the previous Sub-Committee 

meeting in Atlanta. The budget includes up to $4,000 from the IUIS, €10,000 from the EAACI and 

$10,000 from the AAAAI. The budget was sent to all the Sub-Committee members before this 

meeting, and discussed here briefly. There was also some discussion about the commitment to the 

budget and transfer of the database to the EAACI:  

 

JD: We need in writing the commitment to the budget. Is there a template for this kind of 

agreement? In the budget, if the registration was waived, should it be put aside since it is not an 

actual expense of the budget, or does that apply to the “contribution” from EAACI and AAAAI? 

 

RvR:  Boards change and it is a risk to transfer the database to EAACI. It is important to have a clear 

written and firm agreement (with the EAACI) regarding “ownership” of the database. 

 

TPM:  We need a backup of the database. We have a Committee that evaluates entries (Allergome 

doesn’t). That is a strength. 

 

RvR: Karin Hoffman-Sommergruber is in the board of the EAACI and knows about allergens. She 

could be a good contact between the Sub-Committee and the EAACI. RvR also suggested Peter 

Hellings, EAACI Secretary General, as a contact for the EAACI. These could be good contacts unless 

there is a task force from EAACI related to the topic and Lars is its chair. 

 

TPM:  Kay Whalen, executive director of the AAAAI, could be a good contact within the AAAAI. 

 

http://www.allergen.org/
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JLi:  Regarding ownership of the database, the Sub-Committee wants to own it. Right now, RG and 

John Wise have access to the database, and full administration rights. The access to the database 

once transferred should be discussed and put in writing.  

 

JD:  We need to make sure that the EAACI does not have ownership once transferred to the EAACI 

computer database. 

 

WT:  Lots of people have interest in the database (i.e. molecular diagnosis interest group). 

 

RvR: We should look into getting a task force that would be responsible for keeping the database. 

 

TPM:  says (from Kay Whalen) that the AAAAI agreed to support the Sub-Committee without AAAAI 

keeping the database.  More people are actively involved in allergens in the EAACI than in AAAAI. So 

it makes sense to have it reside on EAACI, but controlled by the committee. 

 

RG:  LP says that all three budgets (from EAACI, AAAAI and IUIS) have to go through the EAACI. 

 

RvR:  We lose what we do not spend. The EAACI does their budget in November and covers the 

calendar year. 

 

LP joins the meeting at 9:15 am. He clarifies the relation of the Sub-Committee 

to the EAACI (since from the previous discussion about the creation of a 

possible tasks force and the need to have contacts with the EAACI and AAAAI, 

this relation was not clear). 
 

RG tells LP that we own the database, and asks what we need to do to ensure that we have 

agreement of ownership. If the database is in the EAACI, how do we assure its maintenance? We 

need a mechanism to work out several aspects associated with the transfer of the database to the 

EAACI. 

 

LP:  He explains that the involvement of the EAACI, AAAAI and IUIS starts because the Sub-

Committee voiced that funding was unstable and relied on Rick’s relation to the University of 

Nebraska. This possibility was discussed among the leadership of the EAACI and AAAAI. Upon LP’s 

request, the Sub-Committee prepared by-laws that were approved within the WHO/IUIS Allergen 

Nomenclature Sub-Committee and by the EAACI (not yet by the AAAAI; he asked in Atlanta in March, 

but the AAAAI forgot about it). The AAAAI was reminded to look into the by-laws for approval during 

this meeting in Helsinki. 

 

The database is owned by the WHO/IUIS Sub-Committee which is now a committee of the EAACI 

(without the need of the Sub-Committee members to be members of the EAACI and AAAAI).   
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Budgets are approved in a yearly basis (he cannot ensure future budgets). EAACI will revise the by-

laws. The executive committee has approved the by-laws as they are. 

 

TPM:  Is the Sub-Committee as stablished as it can be in the EAACI? 

 

LP:  He cannot ensure the future. 

 

RG: If needed we can make amendments to the by-laws. 

 

LP:  At the EAACI there are:  1) interest sections, 2) working groups (need to be EAACI member), 3) 

task forces, and committees (with more stable structure integrated by by-laws).  Now, the WHO/IUIS 

Sub-Committee has become an EAACI Committee, with its own by-laws (that can be changed by 

written amendments as stipulated in the by-laws). (This statement was a surprise to most members 

who had not realized the Sub-Committee had become a committee of the EAACI).  The 

IUIS/EAACI/AAAAI committee will appear in the EAACI website.  

 

JD:  The Sub-Committee needs a contract about the money. 

 

LP: Each year the Committee will need to apply for what is needed. There is an electronic form to 

use, and September 1st is the deadline (GG will work on it). If the budget is approved by November, 

the Committee will receive a letter about approval for the coming year.  

The budget can be up to €10,000 for the EAACI, $10,000 for the AAAAI and $4,000 for the IUIS. A 

receipt of the invoices will need to be submitted to justify expenses. The EAACI will take the money 

from the AAAAI. First, the $4,000 from IUIS will be spent, followed by the money from the EAACI and 

AAAAI (split 50/50%). 

 

AP:  We need to know the deadline for submission of invoices. 

 

LP:  Regarding COI, no sums of money are needed, just what is requested in the slide statement. 

 

JD: COI will be submitted every year, 1 page for everybody for the full committee.   

 

5.  Allergen Nomenclature Submission form updates 

 

The Sub-Committee has a newly updated Allergen Nomenclature Submission form (sent to members 

before this meeting). Some comments to the new form had been received by e-mail (i.e. Christian 

Radauer). The form was opened to additional comments.  

  

CH: She raised the issue of including rare allergens in the database. Do we want to include them? 
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JD: We need to know the baseline, and negative controls to assure that what is positive is above the 

baseline. 

 

JLi: A minimum of 5 patients are needed to prove allergeniciy. 

 

MR:  For occupational allergy, 5 patients is a huge number. She has sometimes only one patient 

reacting to a protein, and this protein could not be declared an allergen. 

 

JD:  How could you prove it? 

 

MR: Basophil assays, SPT could be used to prove that the protein is an allergen. 

 

TPM:  He is against challenge tests. 

 

After further discussion by RG, TPM suggested to leave it as 5 patients (as a general suggestion).  For 

pollen allergens is enough, but not for occupational allergens. 

 

WT:  He suggested adding in the submission form a “rare allergens” section to cover occupational 

allergens, and “rare exposure” situations. 

 

The idea was well received by the Sub-Committee and this newly suggested section will be added to 

the Allergen Nomenclature Submission form to cover “rare allergens” and “rare exposures”. 

 

6.  Bla g 1-Geoff Mueller 

 

Geoff Mueller presented the unusual structure of the cockroach allergen Bla g 1 (Mueller et al. JACI 

2013). The molecule is constituted by ~100 amino acid repeats. Two consecutive repeats form a 

structural unit. GM found four different genomic sequences encoding for Bla g 1, each formed by 

several of the unit-encoding sequences. Bla g 1 breaks down easily in fragments containing different 

number of structural units (even half). GM suggested providing an allergen name to each of the 

structural units to facilitate standardization.   

 

In general, the idea of providing a different name per structural unit was not supported, but there 

were interesting comments and suggestions: 

 

JD:  She suggested adding letters (A, B, C…) to each the structural units within each isoform. 

 

RvR: There is a peptide in Ara h 1: do we give a different name to that peptide? 

 

GG:  She suggested not renaming the allergen because it breaks down. 
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AP:  She sees Bla g 1 as an example of a new allergen nomenclature complexity to be considered by 

the Sub-Committee. She proposed to keep the names of isoallergens as they are, supported by the 

genomic studies presented by GM, and adopt the suggestion by JD to add letters to designate 

different structural units.  

 

TPM:  Could some of the structural units bind IgE differently? 

 

AP: It could be possible due to amino acid substitutions that could affect IgE binding. 

 

 SC: He asked if linkers were included within each repeat, to which GM responded affirmatively. 

 

After discussion, it was decided that GM will draft an explanation of this unusual example of allergen 

structure. GM and AP will work on suggesting to the Sub-Committee an expansion of the Allergen 

Nomenclature to cover this case, and work on a possible publication. 

 

7.  CONFIDENTIAL COMPARE database request for collaboration   

 

AP: Upon request by LP, and due to her proximity to HESI in Washington, DC, AP met with Lucilia 

Mouries (LM) of HESI, who is the person organizing the COMPARE database project for HESI.  LM 

explained to AP how COMPARE was created recently, by downloading 1,956 allergen entries from 

AllergenOnline (version 16). They found 14 additional sequences in NCBI that they are willing to 

provide in case the Sub-Committee wants to incorporate them to the WHO/IUIS Allergen 

Nomenclature database. AP asked LM to provide this HESI-COMPARE request in writing. The 

resulting document was made available to the Sub-Committee members before the meeting. 

Basically, HESI requests collaboration with the Sub-Committee with these objectives:  1) provide the 

14 sequences for the Sub-committee to evaluate, and 2) share new allergen listings incorporated in 

the IUIS database, and allow download or export of the full database.  

 

JD:  We cannot provide sequences that are not yet public. Allergome has lots of putative allergens. 
 
RvR: Allergen Online has mechanisms in place to address issues that IUIS does not. The word 
“access” to the database needs to be defined clearly. 
 
JLi:  Suggested that once an allergen name is assigned, an e-mail is sent to all members. 
 
JD:  Suggested a quarterly update of new allergens to all members. 
 
LP: Suggested meeting in ISMA in Luxemburg since several members will be there. 
 
To follow-up with the COMPARE request, RG will send by e-mail a request to vote on the suggestions 
for collaboration by HESI. 
 

    Minutes by A. Pomés on July 10th, 2017 
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Appendix 
 
Members of the Allergen Nomenclature Sub-Committee 
 
Officers (3 or 4): 
Chair:  Rick Goodman 
Vice-Chair: Janet Davies 
Secretary: Anna Pomés 
Treasurer: Gabi Gadermaier 
 
Active founding member (1): 
Thomas Platts-Mills 
 
Active committee members (in addition to the above individuals, are expected to attend most 
meetings and to participate in review of submissions, and vote on issues and officers): 
 
1. Naveen Arora 
2. Heimo Breiteneder 
3. Sanny Chan ** 
4. Christiane Hilger 
5. Thomas Holzhauser 
6. Jorgen Larsen 
7. Jonas Lidholm 
8. Andreas Lopata 
9. Geoff Mueller  
10. Andreas Nandy 
11. Markus Ollert 
12. Christian Radauer 
13. Monika Raulf 
14. Edzard Spillner 
15. Wayne Thomas 
 
Total voting members 19.   
According to the by-laws, the Sub-Committee can have up to 24 voting members.   
 
Members at large (who will be informed of actions, may attend annual meetings, but act as advisory 
people, do not vote, are only asked to review issues or submissions in rare circumstances):  
 
Martin Chapman 
Henning Lowenstein (founding member) 
Stefan Vieths 
Marianne van Hage 
Ronald van Ree 
** Sanny Chan joined at the end of the EAACI WHO/IUIS meeting (REG) 


