


Luis Enrique and company have learned 
that they need a stronger supporting cast 

as they look to conquer yet another La Liga 
title, taking note of a precarious few weeks 
at the end of last season which almost saw 
them gift the trophy to one of the chasing 

Madrid clubs. Lucas Digne and Samuel 
Umtiti are the defensive reinforcements, 

while Denis Suarez and Andre Gomes flesh 
out midfield options that were lacking at 
times last term, leaving the notorious trio 

of Luis Suarez, Lionel Messi and Neymar to 
find the goals.

Real Madrid are keeping faith in both the 
mastermind and the personnel that won 

them their 11th Champions League trophy 
last season, with Zinedine Zidane hoping 

that the homecoming of Alvaro Morata can 
provide worthy competition for Karim 

Benzema up top. Marco Asensio comes 
back into the mix after a loan spell with 

Espanyol, but there aren’t many 
changes of note, with Florentino Perez 

uncharacteristically seeming to accept that 
Los Blancos may have enough firepower 

already without a marquee signing.

Atletico Madrid, meanwhile, have been 
very busy with their continued evolution 
from noisy neighbours into genuine title 

hopefuls, with 29-goal Kevin Gameiro 
jumping ship from Sevilla to join Diego 

Simeone’s well-drilled unit. Nicolas Gaitan 
and Sime Vrsaljko add extra competition 

in important areas of the field for Los 
Colchoneros, who look set for another 

genuine attempt to throw the cat among 
the duopoly’s pigeons, with Diego Godin 

and reigning Zamora Trophy-holding 
goalkeeper Jan Oblak set to be key again as 

Atleti go in search of another unexpected 
first-placed finish.

Elsewhere, Sevilla have been the busiest 
of the Champions League hopefuls, having 
concluded a huge number of interesting 
deals during pre-season with the help of 

expert sporting director Monchi. Their 
success this season will hinge on how 

the playing squad take to the ideas and 
attitude of new coach Jorge Sampaoli, who 

arrives after masterminding Chile’s 
inaugural Copa America title win.

Luciano Vietto is the chosen man to replace 
the prolific Gameiro, despite netting just one 
goal in 966 La Liga minutes for Atletico last 
season. Ex- Sao Paulo maestro Ganso is in 

Europe for the first time, with Hiroshi 
Kiyotake and Franco Vazquez’s additions 

ensuring that Los Nervionenses have plenty 
of options for creativity and attacking flair in 

behind their new striker.

Villarreal strengthened smartly, with Nicola 
Sansone joining from Serie A fairytale 

Sassuolo to replace Denis Suarez on the 
left-hand side of the attack. Roberto Soriano 

should offer midfield energy after joining 
from Sampdoria, with Alfred N’Diaye being 
the tough-tackling upgrade on Tomas Pina 
that Marcelino required for tough fixtures. 

Celta Vigo have kept the majority of the 
playing squad that saw them safely into the 

Europa League intact, with Eduardo Berizzo’s 
star man Nolito being the only notable 

departure from Balaidos. La Celeste have 
a settled back four and philosophy of play, 
which should stand them in good stead for 

the campaign ahead, and Pione Sisto should 
be a young, exciting firecracker to grow into 

the Nolito void.

In terms of transfers, Andre Gomes looks to 
be an astute signing for Barcelona, with the 
ex-Valencia man boasting an impressive 1.7 

dribbles per game last season, as well as 
making up for a fractured domestic campaign 
with a 6.90 average rating at Euro 2016 while 

relatively unfit. Meanwhile Betis have brought 
in ex-Sporting striker Antonio Sanabria from 
Roma for a rumoured 7.5 million euros, with 

the Paraguay international able to grab 11 
goals and achieve an average WhoScored 
rating of 6.72 last season, despite his side 

surviving on the final day.



Deportivo should be able to kick on from 
a disappointing second half of last season 

with the aid of Colombian loan starlet Marlos 
Moreno, who starred in the last edition of 

the Copa Libertadores for Atletico Nacional, 
while their new striking option Florin Andone 
netted 21 goals in 41 Segunda appearances for 
Cordoba. Eibar have captured an interesting 

centre-back on a free transfer from 
Manchester City, as Florian Lejeune arrives 

after two full seasons starring for Girona in the 
Spanish second division, while Malaga have 

brought in both Keko and Jony to strengthen 
their wide options - with the duo chipping in 
with a cumulative eight top-flight goals last 

campaign.

Espanyol can call upon the organised mind 
of Quique Sanchez Flores as coach for the 

upcoming season, with the ex-Watford coach 
bringing in Jose Antonio Reyes, Jose Jurado 
and Leo Baptistao to make the Catalan club 
a more technically gifted outfit. Also in the 
middle ground, Las Palmas have opted to 
roll the dice by signing ex-Milan midfielder 
Kevin-Prince Boateng on a one-year-deal - 

which could turn out to be a masterstroke or 
a disaster. The Ghanaian gamble only made 
11 appearances for the Rossoneri during the 
2015/2016 Serie A calendar, with 10 of those 

coming from the bench, averaging a poor 6.29 
WhoScored rating and registering no assists. 

Alaves were promoted as champions and 
have signed some genuine La Liga experience 

in ex-Getafe defender Alexis Ruano, former 
Levante centre-back Zouhair Feddal and 

Athletic Club stalwart Ibai Gomez to 
compliment their existing squad, but they 

might struggle to find the goals to keep their 
heads afloat. The Basque club only scored the 

eighth-most goals in the Segunda, netting 
merely 49 times to aid their promotion bid, 

and will need to keep things tight at the back.

Leganes might be another team who struggle 
to find the back of the net this season, having 
only strengthened their forward line with the 

signature of Guerrero from Sporting, who 
scored just twice for Los Guajes last term. 

Alexander Szymanowski top-scored with 12 
Segunda goals and will be present again this 

time around, but free signings and young 
loanees might not be enough to shore up 
their defence for the rigour of the Spanish 

top-flight. 

Osasuna will be reliant on their home form 
if they are to stay up, after getting into the 

Segunda play-offs by the skin of their teeth on 
goal difference, before subsequently battling 

their way to promotion. The departure of 

talented young midfielder Mikel Merino 
to Borussia Dortmund is a huge miss, with 
former Arsenal starlet Fran Merida brought 
in on a free as one of their four low-profile 

summer deals.

Sporting may well struggle without the goals 
of Sanabria, who the club were unable to 

retain after a successful loan spell at El 
Molinon, and are reliant on young loan talents 

such as Real Madrid’s Burgui and Villarreal 
midfielder Moi Gomez stepping up to the 
plate with mature consistency. After also 

losing Jony, Luis Hernandez and Bernardo 
this summer, Los Guajes might find La Liga 

life tough.

Granada squeezed their way out of trouble at 
the tail end of last season due to an incredible 

run under Jose Gonzalez, but Paco Jemez 
has since been placed in the hot-seat after 

Rayo Vallecano relegation. Guillermo Ochoa 
is an improvement in goal, but the likes of 
youngsters Jeremie Boga, Jon Toral and 

Ezequiel Ponce need to deliver - otherwise 
the Andalusian could find themselves battling 

the drop again.

Written by Simon Harrison





Daniel Torres has joined from Independiente 
Medellin to help bolster the midfield, while Alexis 
adds to the defence. Pellegrino has favoured the 
free and loan market so far, bringing in the likes 
of Christian Santos, who netted 16 goals for NEC 
last term, and Deyverson, who netted 9 times 

Pellegrino’s backline has taken a huge hit this 
summer, with a host of defenders having departed 
the club. Right-backs Carpio and Estrada have 
both moved on, while Pelegrin and Borda have 
left for Elche and Western Sydney respectively,
as well as the experienced Sergio Mora.

£3m 2015/16 Rating: N/A FREE 2015/16 Rating: N/A

Athletic Club are yet to make any signings this 
summer, instead promoting youth to bolster the 
squad numbers. The likes of Inigo Lekue, Ager Aketxe 
and Enric Saborit will be hoping for first team 
minutes, with the club somewhat handicapped by 
their policy on signing Basque nationals.

Ibai Gomez, Unai Bustinza and Erik Moran 
have all departed on free transfers, while 
Carlos Gurpegi has retired from football. 
20-year-old Unai Lopez has joined Levante on 
loan, with the club harbouring high hopes for 
the youngster.

N/A 2015/16 Rating: N/A FREE 2015/16 Rating: 6.05

Christian Santos impressed in the 
Eredivisie last season, netting 16 goals 
for NEC to help return a WhoScored 
rating of 7.28. On a free transfer, the 
28-year-old’s capture could be viewed 
as a coup for the La Liga returnees.

The striker has an impressive record in the Netherlands and it 
will be interesting to see how he fares in his debut campaign 
in Spain.

Having broken onto the scene two 
years ago, youngster Inaki Williams 
impressed last season, netting 8 goals 
and adding a further 3 assists. He’s still 
very much a diamond in the rough but 
improving with each passing week.

Ernesto Valverde is managing his development accordingly and 
one can expect big things of the 22-year-old this term.

Alaves returned to La Liga as champions having 
secured top spot on the final day of last season 
in the Segunda Division. The first port of call is 
going to be survival after years of uncertainty 
and fluttering in the lower leagues of Spain, 
and anything beyond that would be a bonus.

Former Alaves defender Pellegrino now has a tough task on his 
hands having succeeded Jose Bordala at the helm this summer 
but useful additions up front could see them safe.

Athletic Club were forced into the Europa 
League spots after finishing two points off 
fourth-placed Villarreal. Valverde will hope 
to take the next step in La Liga once more 
and secure another top-four finish for the 
Basque outfit.

A lack of investment, though, could prove to be their undoing as 
they look to secure a Champions League finish, with the pressure 
on an ageing Aduriz to perform.

Levante
Besiktas

NEC Nijmegen
Athletic Club
Villarreal CF
Sampdoria
Levante UD
Granada CF

Deyverson
Alexis

Christian Santos
Ibai Gómez

Aleksandar Pantic
Nenad Krsticic
Zouhair Feddal
Edgar Méndez

Loan
£340k

Free Transfer
Free Transfer

Loan
Free Transfer
Free Transfer
Free Transfer

Cádiz CF
Free Agent

Western Sydney
UCAM Murcia

Montreal Impact
UCAM Murcia

CD Tenerife
CD Alcoyano

Javier Carpio
Daniel Estrada

Aritz Borda
Sergio Mora

Hernán Bernardello
Facundo Guichón

Iñaki Sáenz
David Torres

Free Transfer
Released

Free Transfer
Free Transfer
Free Transfer
Free Transfer
Free Transfer
Free Transfer

Bilbao Athletic
Bilbao Athletic
Bilbao Athletic
Bilbao Athletic

Unai López
Enric Saborit
Mikel Vesga
Ager Aketxe

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

Real Zaragoza
CD Leganés
CD Leganés

Retired

Erik Morán
Unai López

Unai Bustinza
Carlos Gurpegi

Free Transfer
Loan

Free Transfer
N/A

D. TORRES
INDEP. MEDELLÍN

SERGIO PELEGRÍN
ELCHE

I. LEKUE
BILBAO ATHLETIC

I. GOMEZ
ALAVÉS



Kevin Gameiro has joined from La Liga rivals Sevilla 
to boost Simeone’s attacking ranks. Nico Gaitan 
and Sime Vrsaljko have also arrived to improve 
Atletico’s wide and defensive options  respectively, 
with the latter set to challenge Juanfran for a 
starting spot.

Leo Baptistao has left the club for Espanyol after 
spending last season on loan at Villarreal, enduring 
an underwhelming campaign in the process. 
Josuha Guilavogui’s loan move at Wolfsburg has 
been made permanent, while the versatile Jesus 
Gamez has joined Newcastle on a free.

£27m 2015/16 Rating: 6.86 £3m 2015/16 Rating: 6.45

Barcelona have acted accordingly to bring in a 
number of youthful options this summer. Up and 
coming star Andre Gomes has arrived from La Liga 
rivals Valencia while French duo Samuel Umtiti and 
Lucas Digne have also signed. Meanwhile, Denis 
Suarez was bought back from Villarreal.

Squad centre-back Bartra departed for Dortmund 
for a fee just shy of £7m. Despite his potential, 
Alen Halilovic has also left Barcelona, moving to 
Bundesliga side Hamburg, but the biggest move 
sees Dani Alves’ illustrious spell at Camp Nou came 
to an end having left for Juventus.

£30m 2015/16 Rating: 6.78 £7m 2015/16 Rating: 6.85

After Thibaut Courtois’s return to 
Chelsea, Jan Oblak had big gloves 
to fill between the sticks for Atletico. 
However, after his arrival from Benfica, 
the Slovenia international has come 
on leaps and bounds in his short time 
in Madrid.

He kept more clean sheets (24) than any other goalkeeper in La 
Liga last season, with the 23-year-old set for another impressively 
consistent campaign.

Samuel Umtiti was Barcelona’s first 
summer signing and proved how 
effective a centre-back he is with a 
number of mature performances for 
France in the latter stages of Euro 2016. 
At 22 years of age, the defender has a 
big future ahead of him.

While unlikely to be a starter ahead of Pique and Mascherano, 
Umtiti should still have his chances to prove why Barcelona spent 
big on him.

A third place finish and Champions League 
runners’ up medal is unlikely to satisfy 
Simeone’s thirst for success and having ended 
the domestic campaign just three points off 
winners Barcelona, the Argentine will expect 
more this time around following some big 
money signings. Atletico have been busy in the 
market to address problem areas.

If the new arrivals can quickly gel then Atletico can expect to 
challenge for top spot this coming campaign.

Barcelona’s main focus this summer has been 
to invest in the youth, with their four major 
signings all 22-years-old at the time of writing. 
The minimum requirement for the club 
remains to secure the title having landed their 
24th top-flight crown last term.

Luis Enrique will not find it difficult to motivate his players for 
glory and given the level of investment, adding necessary depth 
to support their majestic front three, they could be lifting title 
25 come May.

Benfica
Sassuolo

Paços Ferreira
Rafaela

AC Milan

Nico Gaitán
Sime Vrsaljko

Diogo Jota
Axel Werner

Fernando Torres

£21.3m
£13.6m

£6m
£700k

Free Transfer

VfL Wolfsburg
Newcastle

Sevilla
Sevilla

Belenenses
Boca Juniors

Wolves

Josuha Guilavogui
Jesús Gámez

Luciano Vietto
Matías Kranevitter

André Moreira
Axel Werner

Silvio

£2.5m
Free Transfer

Loan
Loan
Loan
Loan

Undisclosed

Lyon
PSG

Villarreal CF

Samuel Umtiti
Lucas Digne
Denis Suárez

£21m
£14m

£2.75m

Hamburger SV
Besiktas

Rubin Kazan
Juventus
Valencia
Malaga

AS Roma

Alen Halilovic
Adriano

Alex Song
Dani Alves

Martín Montoya
Sandro Ramírez

Thomas Vermaelen

£4m
£500k

Free Transfer
Free Transfer
Free Transfer
Free Transfer

Loan

K.GAMEIRO
SEVILLA

L. BAPTISTAO
ESPANYOL

A. GOMES
VALENCIA

M. BARTRA
BOR. DORTMUND



Highly rated Denmark international Pione Sisto 
has come in from FC Midtjylland to improve 
Berizzo’s attacking options. Facundo Roncaglia 
is an astute pick up from Fiorentina, with the 
experienced Argentine defender moving from 
Italy to Spain on a free.

The departure of Nolito comes as a blow to 
Celta, with the Spain international leaving 
for big spending Manchester City. His move 
away is the side’s only major summer exit so 
far though, and the money has been invested 
wisely back into the squad.

£5m 2015/16 Rating: N/A £15m 2015/16 Rating: 7.44

Florin Andone’s arrival is perhaps Deportivo’s 
most significant capture, signing from Cordoba 
having netted 21 times in the Segunda Division 
last term. However, Carles Gil, Marlos Moreno, 
Emre Colak and Borja Valle have all joined to 
swell the attacking ranks.

Goalkeepers Manu, Fabricio and Pletikosa have 
all left the club, though their departures are 
covered somewhat by Tyton’s arrival. Luis 
Alberto’s loan deal ending will come as a blow, 
with the Liverpool man netting 6 and registering 
7 assists in La Liga last season.

£3.5m 2015/16 Rating: N/A FREE 2015/16 Rating: N/A

A replacement for Nolito was essential 
for Celta Vigo and the capture of hot 
prospect Pione Sisto adds speed and 
creativity to the flanks. He netted twice 
against Manchester United in the 
Europa League last season and ended 
with 4 goals in the competition.

While not a like-for-like replacement for Nolito, Sisto eases the 
pain of the former’s departure and if he can adjust quickly, could 
be one of the young stars of the season.

23-year-old Florin Andone endured a 
disappointing Euro 2016 campaign for 
Romania but will now hope to move 
on and translate his Segunda Division 
form to Spain’s top tier. 21 goals from 
36 starts last was a superb return for 
Cordoba last time out.

His arrival eases the burden on Lucas Perez and could end up 
covering for the sought after forward, who was the club’s top 
goalscorer with 17 league goals last season.

Once again, inconsistency proved to be Celta’s 
downfall in La Liga last season. They started 
the campaign brightly before tailing off over 
Christmas only to pick up their form in time to 
secure a Europa League finish, which was still 
an excellent achievement.

They need to prepare for life after Nolitio if they are to mount 
a challenge for a top-4 spot, having finished just 4 points off 
Villarreal last season.

To put it bluntly, Deportivo need to begin 
turning draws into wins. Newly appointed 
manager Giazka Garitano comes in as Victor 
Sanchez’s replacement at the Riazor helm and 
he needs to eradicate this issue, with Deportivo 
drawing 18 of 38 league games last term, more 
than any other La Liga side.

Sort the problem and Deportivo should better their 15th-placed 
finish from last season after a busy summer to secure a mid-table 
spot.

Gimnàstic
Fiorentina
CD Lugo

José Naranjo
Facundo Roncaglia

Alvaro Lemos

£850k
Free Transfer
Undisclosed

Córdoba CF
CD Lugo

Real Valladolid

Borja Domínguez
Yelko Pino
Álex López

Free Transfer
Free Transfer

Loan

Stuttgart
Aston Villa
Man City

Elche
Galatasaray

Derby
Watford
Dnipro

Przemyslaw Tyton
Carles Gil

Marlos Moreno
Fayçal Fajr

Emre Çolak
Raul Albentosa

Juanfran
Bruno Gama

£500k
Loan
Loan

Free Transfer
Free Transfer
Undisclosed
Free Transfer
Free Transfer

RCD Mallorca
Machine Sazi
Real Zaragoza

Tondela
AD Alcorcón

Retired

Juan Domínguez
Manu Fernández

Cani
Miguel Cardoso
Luis Fernández
Stipe Pletikosa

Loan
Free Transfer
Free Transfer
Free Transfer
Free Transfer

N/A

P. SISTO
FC MIDTJYLLAND

NOLITO
ESPANYOL

F. ANDONE
CÓRDOBA CF

FABRICIO
BESIKTAS



Bebe has signed from Benfica having spent last 
season on loan with La Liga side Rayo Vallecano. 
Alejandro Galvez returns to Spain after a two-year 
spell in Germany having struggled for regular 
game time with Werder Bremen, while Pedro 
Leon is an astute acquisition on a free.

Keko’s move to Real Betis comes as a blow to Eibar, 
with the winger the club’s second highest rated 
player (6.97) in La Liga last season. Borja Baston’s 
departure also hinders the club significantly, with 
the striker netting 18 times in Spain’s top tier 
to help secure a commendable finish.

£1m 2015/16 Rating: 6.87 £4m 2015/16 Rating: 6.97

Leo Baptistao is Espanyol’s big summer arrival, but 
the club have been relatively shrewd in the transfer 
market elsewhere. The experienced Roberto boosts 
competition for a starting spot with Pau, while 
Jurado follows Quique Sanchez Flores from Watford. 
Reyes and Piatti are also smart captures.

Espanyol can be expected to feel the loss of 
Marco Asensio, who returns to Real Madrid. Other 
than that, though, the Catalan side have retained 
the services of a number of their key personnel, 
with only squad players allowed to leave thus far.

£3m 2015/16 Rating: 6.45 FREE 2015/16 Rating: 6.21

Argentine defensive midfielder 
Gonzalo Escalante was Eibar’s highest 
rated player (7.00) last season having 
started 32 of 38 league games. He offers 
bite in midfield, though this can land 
him in hot water having received 15 
yellow cards last season.

Nevertheless, bigger and better things are expected of the 
23-year-old as he approaches his second full season at the club, 
having already established himself as a key player.

Oscar Duarte signed for Espanyol in 
January and made 14 league 
appearances following his arrival at the 
end of the season. The Costa Rican was 
a solid performer at the heart of the 
defence, averaging more interceptions 
per game (3) than any other teammate.

With a full pre-season under his belt, the 27-year-old Costa Rica 
international could become a key member for Flores’ side.

The obvious absence of Borja Baston can be 
expected to have a lasting effect on Eibar, who 
need to bring in another striker this summer to 
cover his departure. Having yet to really act in 
the market in that regard, Mendilibar will rely 
on Sergi Enrich, who has a lot of pressure on 
his shoulders.

A poor end to the season threatened Eibar’s La Liga future and 
they could be set for another relegation battle unless sufficient 
investment is made.

Flores’ appointment is a commendable one for 
Espanyol, with the club strengthening 
accordingly in the transfer market. Having 
finished 5 points above the relegation zone, the 
club will be expecting a less bumpy campaign 
with the former Watford man at the helm.

Espanyol have been smart in the market so far and should retain 
their La Liga status once more.

Werder Bremen
Man City
Getafe CF

Valencia CF
CD Leganés
Gimnàstic

Real Oviedo

Alejandro Gálvez
Florian Lejeune

Pedro León
Yoel Rodríguez

Rubén Peña
Jordi Calavera
Cristian Rivera

£1.3m
£1.3m

Free Transfer
Loan

Free Transfer
Free Transfer
Free Transfer

Pumas
Sporting Gijón

Free Agent
Real Zaragoza
RCD Mallorca

Free Agent

Saúl Berjón
Lillo

Mikel Arruabarrena
Xabi Irureta

Jon Ansotegi
Borja Ekiza

Free Transfer
Free Transfer

Released
Free Transfer
Free Transfer

Released

Olympiacos
Watford

Valencia CF
Sevilla FC

Roberto
José Manuel Jurado

Pablo Piatti
José Antonio Reyes

£2.5m
£1m
Loan

Free Transfer

SC Bastia
Pumas

Real Valladolid
RCD Mallorca

Elche CF
KAS Eupen

Thievy Bifouma
Abraham González

Joan Jordan
Antonio Raíllo

Germán Parreño
Mamadou Sylla

Free Transfer
Free Transfer

Loan
Free Transfer
Free Transfer

Loan

BEBE
BENFICA

KEKO
MALAGA

L. BAPTISTÃO
ATLÉTICO MADRID

J. CAÑAS
PAOK SALONIKI



Versatile defender Tito has followed newly 
appointed head coach Paco Jemez to Granada 
from Rayo Vallecano. Guillermo Ochoa can be 
expected to start following his loan capture 
having been one of six loan captures this window.

Granada’s attack has been gutted this summer, 
with Isaac Success moving to Watford for just 
shy of £13m. The club’s highest rated player last 
season, Ruben Rochina (7.11), has also left, leaving 
the club in a tight spot to say the least in the 
final third.

FREE 2015/16 Rating: 6.74 £13m 2015/16 Rating: 6.72

Kevin-Prince Boateng has arrived from AC Milan 
on a free transfer in one of the more surprising 
moves of the window. Mauricio Lemos makes his 
loan move permanent, while the free signings of 
Helder Lopes and Michel bolster the defence.

The end of Willian Jose’s loan is a blow for Las 
Palmas, with the Brazilian netting 9 times in La 
Liga last season. Other than that, though, Setien 
has kept much of the squad that secured an 
excellent 11th place last season intact. Keeping 
Jonathan Vieri will be key.

FREE 2015/16 Rating: 6.29 FREE 2015/16 Rating: N/A

Guillermo Ochoa endured a 
tumultuous time in Malaga following 
his arrival, but impressed towards 
the end of last season. The Mexican 
shipped just 5 goals from 10 league 
starts to further prove his capability 
between the sticks.

Under Jemez, who is very much an attack-minded coach, Ochoa 
should be one of the league’s busier goalkeepers next season.

Kevin-Prince Boateng’s second spell 
in Milan was far less successful than 
his first and the Serie A side were 
evidently happy to allow him to leave. 
The Ghanaian’s arrival certainly raised 
eyebrows and much of the focus will be 
on the midfielder ahead of a key season 
for Las Palmas.

If he can rediscover his best form, Boateng has the ability to be 
one of the best captures in the summer window on a free.

Granada secured their La Liga status by the 
skin of their teeth and after Jose Gonzalez’s 
departure, Jemez was appointed. The 46-year-
old is very much an attack-minded coach, so 
expect plenty of goals in Granada games this 
coming campaign, though Worting how many 
they will score themselves is a concern.

A lack of top quality investment leaves their future in Spain’s 
top tier in huge doubt and it could prove to be a long season 
for Granada.

Las Palmas enjoyed a fine return to La Liga last 
season. The majority tipped the club to drop 
straight back into the Segunda Division, but 
they surprised many to secure a respectable 
mid-table finish, though building on that 
success will now be a big ask.

Setien has a settled squad and with one or two minor tweaks, 
the club can expect to enjoy another commendable campaign in 
Spain’s top tier to beat the drop.

Málaga CF
Arsenal

AS Roma
Chelsea
Udinese
Troyes

Chelsea

Guillermo Ochoa
Jon Toral

Ezequiel Ponce
Jeremie Boga
Gabriel Silva

Matthieu Saunier
Victorien Angban

Loan
Loan
Loan
Loan
Loan

Free Transfer
Loan

Lekhwiya
Rubin Kazan

Mainz 05
Sporting Gijón

CD Leganés
FC Luzern
Cádiz CF
Udinese

Youssef El Arabi
Rubén Rochina
Jhon Córdoba

Jean-Sylvain Babin
Rubén Pérez

Ricardo Costa
Jesús Fernández

Yrondu Musavu-King

Undisclosed
£8.5m
£5.5m

Free Transfer
Loan

Free Transfer
Free Transfer
Free Transfer

Rubin Kazan
Rubin Kazan
UD Almería

Paços Ferreira

Mauricio Lemos
Marko Livaja

Míchel
Hélder Lopes

£1.7m
Free Transfer
Free Transfer
Free Transfer

SD Huesca
CD Numancia

Cádiz CF
Retired

Jesús Valentín
Carlos Gutiérrez
Alfredo Ortuño

Juan Carlos Valeron

TITO
RAYO VALLECANO

I. SUCCESS
WATFORD

K-P. BOATENG
AC MILAN

C. FERNÁNDEZ
REAL OVIEDO

Free Transfer
Free Transfer
Free Transfer

N/A



The capture of playmaker Gabriel on a permanent 
deal after a successful loan spell last season is a 
real positive. Free transfers Guerrero and Medjani 
add top-flight experience but the loan addition of 
Adrian from Villarreal could prove to be Leganes’ 
best business.

Left-backs Cesar Soriano and Luis Ruiz have both 
left the club this summer having rotated last 
season, while Guillermo has returned to Athletic. 
The biggest loss, however, is that of winger Ruben 
Pena on a free to Eibar, having scored 8 times 
last season.

Having allowed both of their left-backs 
to leave the club this summer, Leganes 
have placed their faith in a teenager 
to make that spot his own this season. 
That could be seen as a risk, but 19-year 
old Adrian Marin proved that he is 
capable of cutting it at this level with 
Villarreal last season.

It’s something of a surprise he has been allowed to go out on loan 
having impressed in 11 league appearances last season, averaging 
a huge 3.8 tackles per game.

Leading Leganes to the top-flight for the first 
time in their history by securing a second 
promotion in three years at the helm, Asier 
Garitano is building quite the reputation. 
Having secured their new status with a game 
to spare last season, the newcomers will want 
to prove they aren’t here to make up the 
numbers.

They’ve kept hold of most of their best players and made some 
shrewd additions but lack the clinical striker that could fire 
them to safety.
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It’s been a busy summer for Malaga, with Keko 
arriving from Eibar and Uruguayan forward 
Michael Santos an intriguing addition. Elsewhere 
the acquisition of Sandro Ramirez on a free is a 
coup and Diego Llorente’s arrival on loan bolsters 
the defence.

There have been no truly notable departures thus 
far, with most of those leaving having returned 
to their parent clubs after loan spells. Guillermo 
Ochoa has been allowed to go out to Granada 
for the season, while keeping hold of Camacho 
has been key.

£4.25m 2015/16 Rating: 6.97

Forwards that show promise at 
Barcelona but fail to make the grade 
have patchy records to say the least, so 
Sandro Ramirez will be keen to show 
he is cut out for this level. Following the 
departure of Duje Cop there’s a place 
up for grabs up front.

The 21-year old started 4 of 10 league appearances last season 
but failed to register on the scoresheet having notched twice the 
campaign before from seven outings off the bench.

It was another solid season for Malaga last time 
out, finishing eighth courtesy of an excellent 
defensive record. However, only three sides 
scored fewer goals last season (38), so the 
additions up front that new manager Juande 
Ramos has made this summer will need to 
adapt quickly.

Despite improving marginally year-on-year in the last three 
seasons, the Andalusians have been unable to break out of the 
middle ground and are likely to struggle to do so once again 
despite a decent summer’s work.
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LOAN 2015/16 Rating: 6.80



For a newly promoted side it’s been a relatively 
quiet summer for Osasuna. Indeed, the only 
acquisition that looks sure of a starting berth 
is Fran Merida, who scored 7 times for Huesca 
last season and whose name will be familiar to 
Arsenal fans.

There haven’t been too many departures from 
the club this summer, with young winger Matej 
Pucko’s loan spell coming to an end. The biggest 
loss, however, is that of hot prospect Mikel 
Moreno, with the teenager snapped up by 
Borussia Dortmund.

One of the club’s top performers when 
last relegated from the top-flight in 
2013/14, Roberto Torres is Osasuna 
through and through and this young 
side will rely on his experience. Still 
only 27 himself, the midfielder has 
six La Liga goals to his name in 40 
appearances.

Having led the scoring charts for his side last season with an 
excellent tally of 12, Torres enjoyed his best campaign to date and 
will need to build on that to help Osasuna to safety.

Having finished sixth in the Segunda Division 
some would argue Osasuna were fortunate to 
return to the top tier but they won both legs of 
their play-off final to do so. With club legend 
Enrique Martin at the helm, the fans will hope 
that their recent experience of La Liga will play 
in their favour.

It’s been a relatively low key transfer window from the club, who 
may adopt a back five this season and hope to secure survival 
that way given that they are really short of options beyond 
veteran Nino up front.
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It’s all change for Real Betis under new boss Gus 
Poyet, with the club spending big on Sanabria 
having scored 11 goals for Sporting Gijon last 
season. The likes of Aissa Mandi, Felipe Gutierrez, 
Jonas Martin and Riza Durmisi could all start in 
a new look side.

The most notable departure is certainly Alfred 
N’Diaye, who was a mainstay in midfield, but the 
club couldn’t resist an offer close to £7m from 
Villarreal. Westermann has left on a free, while 
the loan spells of Montoya, Van Wolfswinkel and 
Damiao have ended.

£6m 2015/16 Rating: 6.72

For a fee in the region of £3.5m, Aissa 
Mandi’s pick up could prove to be 
among the most astute this summer. 
At 24 the versatile defender, capable of 
playing across the backline, is already 
an established regular in an improving 
Algeria side and enjoyed another fine 
season with Reims.

Mandi moved to the heart of the defence for the Ligue 1 outfit last 
season and is good for a goal having scored 11 times over the last 
two seasons in France.

It’s fair to say Gus Poyet’s reputation was 
tarnished during his spell at Sunderland but 
he’s been given a great chance to rebuild it by 
a club that have backed him significantly in 
the transfer market. It may take time for the 
new signings to settle but there is competition 
for places and quality throughout the squad.

As a result Real Betis should be looking to build on a solid tenth 
place last season but may just fall short of a European berth.
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Real Madrid’s only real addition is that of a 
familiar face, having exercised their buy-back 
clause for Alvaro Morata, who will provide real 
competition to Benzema. Elsewhere Coentrao 
and Lucas Silva have returned from loans but are 
expected to move on.

Morata’s return was enough to convince Los 
Blancos that Jese was no longer required despite 
offering an effective threat from the bench last 
season. The fee received represents excellent 
business from the club, who have also sold Denis 
Cheryshev to Villarreal.

It’s telling that a player of Casemiro’s 
ilk can now be considered so important 
to a side packed with superstars. The 
Brazilian took a while to convince his 
doubters despite a strong season on 
loan at Porto but quickly won the trust 
of Zidane following the Frenchman’s 
appointment.

Now serving as the designated shield to a defence that was 
exposed all too often, it’s no surprise the 24-year old averaged the 
most tackles per game (3.1) for Madrid last season.

While many will still say it’s difficult to judge 
the rookie boss given the embarrassment of 
riches at his disposal, it’s fair to say Zidane has 
handled the immense pressure that comes 
with being Real Madrid manager superbly. 
While likely to be given some leeway given his 
status at the club, the Frenchman has set a 
high bar for his first full season in charge.

The title race should have a very familiar feel given that Madrid, 
like Barca, haven’t really looked to unsettle their best XI too 
much.
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The permanent arrival of keeper Rulli is a boost, 
though there is still confusion over a previous 
switch to Manchester City. He will start in goal 
again, while new man Willian Jose could line-up 
at the opposite end after a strong campaign with 
Las Palmas.

Jose’s arrival offsets the departure of compatriot 
Jonathas for Rubin Kazan, with Alfred 
Finnbogason also leaving on a permanent deal 
to Augsburg following a successful loan. 
Elsewhere, the return of Diego Reyes to parent 
club Porto is a blow to the defence.

£4m 2015/16 Rating: 6.06

He may have only started 19 of 30 
league appearances on loan at Las 
Palmas last season, but Willian Jose’s 
return of nine goals was solid. That’s 
particularly true when considering 
eight of said strikes came when starting 
for the club, and he’ll be expected to 
better that return with La Real.

Proving to be a confident player at this level, Jose may have only 
registered one assist last season but can also link up well with 
teammates in the final third.

Eusebio led Real Sociedad to a decent ninth 
placed finish having been appointed to replace 
David Moyes after a poor start to the season. 
He’ll be hoping to build on a strong start then, 
with a relatively familiar line-up, though their 
defence is arguably weaker following the 
departure of Reyes. 

The return from long term injury of front man Imanol Agirretxe 
can’t come soon enough given his 13 goals was by far the most for 
the club last season despite making just 16 appearances.
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Another team set for a major face lift, it’s difficult 
to picture how new manager Jorge Sampaoli 
will line up his side this season. The likes of 
Vazquez, Correa, Ganso, Ben Yedder, Vietto and 
Kiyotake are all attacking additions. This could 
be interesting!

Former stars Krychowiak and Gameiro will be 
difficult to replace, both playing crucial roles 
under Emery, though the money received has 
been reinvested. The departures of Banega, Coke, 
Llorente and Reyes ensure that next season is a 
completely clean slate.

It will be fascinating to see how well 
Franco Vazquez makes the transition 
from Italy’s top tier to Spain’s having 
failed to make a significant impact 
on loan at Rayo Vallecano some years 
back. There’s no doubt he has the 
technical ability to flourish and the fee 
spent to secure his services suggests he 
will be a key feature of this new side.

Somewhat of a late bloomer, the 27-year old had a direct hand in 
35 goals in his last two seasons in Serie A, earning a sensational 
WhoScored.com rating of 7.63 in that time.

Making any prediction about how a Sampaoli 
side will operate is difficult but the attacking 
additions will need to adhere to intense 
physical demands to win the Argentinean 
over. After a hugely successful spell in charge 
of Chile, who played some scintillating football 
under his tutelage, there’s an optimistic mood 
at the club.

That said, the absence of both Krychowiak and Gameiro will be 
felt and whether Sevilla are strong enough at the back to push 
for a Champions League finish is questionable.

Sampdoria
Sao Paulo
Toulouse
Hannover
River Plate

Getafe
Atletico Madrid
Atletico Madrid

Joaquin Correa
Ganso

Wissam Ben Yedder
Hiroshi Kiyotake
Gabriel Mercado

Pablo Sarabia
Luciano Vietto

Matias Kranevitter 

£11m
£8m
£8m
£5m
£2m
£1m
Loan
Loan

Atletico Madrid
Lazio

Swansea
Schalke

Olympiacos
Inter

Espanyol
Sporting CP

Kevin Gameiro
Ciro Immobile

Fernando Llorente
Coke

Diogo Figueiras
Ever Banega

Jose Antonio Reyes
Beto

£27m
£7m
£5m

£3.5m
£1.25m

Free Transfer
Free Transfer
Free Transfer

£13m 2015/16 Rating: 7.51 £29m 2015/16 Rating: 7.23
F. VAZQUEZ

PALERMO
G. KRYCHOWIAK

PSG

With no budget having not gained fees from 
departures, Gijon have had to make some 
shrewd moves. They’re relying on loanee Duje 
Cop to improve on an underwhelming season 
at Malaga, while the free transfers of Gomez and 
Babin look astute.

The departure of centre-back Luis Hernandez on 
a free to Leicester is perhaps the biggest blow, 
though Jony and Bernardo will also be missed. 
The loan spells of Sanabria and Halilovic ending 
mean this will be a new look side.

LOAN 2015/16 Rating: 6.61

With both Hernandez and and 
Bernardo leaving for the Premier 
League, Sporting Gijon are relying on 
new signings Babin and Amorebieta to 
replace them. One man that has stayed 
on at the club is teenager Jorge Mere, 
who looks set to have a big role to play 
once again.

The 19-year old made 25 league appearances last season, picking 
up some respectable defensive figures including 2 tackles and 
2.8 interceptions per game. He’ll have plenty of work to do once 
more.

Having avoided the drop by just one point last 
season courtesy of a victory on the final day, it’s 
hard to argue that Sporting Gijon have made 
improvements over the summer. In fact, 
following the departures of some key players 
from last time out, this looks likely to be 
another tough campaign.

Youngster Carlos Castro is worth keeping an eye on, but whether 
he and Cop have the firepower to keep the club up for another 
season is debatable.
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It’s been a slow summer for Los Che, who have 
yet to build on the signing of Nani from 
Fenerbahce. His quality and physical prowess in 
attack is a welcome boost, while Montoya is a 
useful option to provide competition at the back.

While certainly one of the club’s prized assets, 
Valencia were powerless to resist a £30m bid 
from Barcelona for midfielder Andre Gomes. 
With the likes of Rodrigo de Paul, Piatti, Feghouli 
and Negredo all leaving the club, they look short 
in attack.

Although the arrival of Montoya on a 
free could put pressure on his place, 
Joao Cancelo will hope to build on a 
promising campaign last time out. 
The 22-year old made 28 league 
appearances last season, with solid 
defensive figures accompanied by a 
useful 4 assists.

With the versatility to play in any position on the right-flank, 
he could be utilised further upfield more often, with Ayesteran 
boasting strong competition in the full-back roles.

After a tumultuous season last time out, Pako 
Ayesteran steadied the ship somewhat but the 
same problems began to crop up at the end of 
the campaign. While guilty of failing to convert 
their chances, the side lacked a little creativity 
at times and the departure of Gomes won’t 
have helped in that regard.

Paco Alcacer will need to have a strong season, while keeping 
hold of Shkodran Mustafi will be vital if Valencia are to achieve 
any better than mid-table mediocrity. 
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Villarreal are looking to build on an excellent 
season by making wholesale changes in midfield. 
Roberto Soriano and Nicola Sansone have arrived 
from Italy, while N’Diaye and Cheryshev offer 
good experience of this league and Alex Pato is a 
wildcard option.

Unable to refuse a mega offer for Eric Bailly, his 
departure has left a hole at the back given the 
money has been invested in attacking options. 
Denis Suarez’s return to Barcelona will subtract 
some guile from the side, and the end of keeper 
Areola’s loan is another blow.

£12m 2015/16 Rating: 6.86

Having enjoyed a successful loan spell 
at the club in 2014/15, fans of the Yellow 
Submarine will be delighted to see 
winger Denis Cheryshev back at the 
Madrigal. While set to miss the opening 
weeks of the campaign through injury, 
the threat he provides from wide will 
be a valuable asset once more.

In 26 league appearances for the club on loan, of which only 18 
were starts, the 26-year old scored four goals and registered 9 
assists - a team high that season.

After a superb first full season under the 
stewardship of Marcelino, Villarreal will hope 
to establish themselves as a top four club and 
make some ground on those above them. 
It’s been a summer of change in terms of 
personnel but the manager has good strength 
in depth, particularly in midfield.

Big money signings Soriano and Sansone will need to adapt fast, 
while the arrival of former wonderkid Pato has slipped under the 
radar. They remain favourites for that fourth spot.

Sassuolo
Real Betis
Huracan

Real Madrid
Corinthians

Al-Sadd
FC Porto
FC Porto

Nicola Sansone
Alfred N’Diaye

Carlos Espinoza
Denis Cheryshev
Alexandre Pato

Akram Afif
Jose Angel

Andres Fernandez

£11m
£7m
£6m
£6m

£2.5m
Undisclosed

Loan
Loan

Rubin Kazan
Barcelona

Club Brugge
Leganes
Levante

Sporting Gijon
Real Betis

Alaves

Samu Garcia
Denis Suarez
Tomas Pina

Adrian Marin
Jorge Espinosa

Moi Gomez
Matias Nahuel

Aleksandar Pantic

R. SORIANO
SAMPDORIA

E. BAILLY
MANCHESTER UNITED

£4.25m
£2.75m
£2.5m
Loan

Free Transfer
Free Transfer

Loan
Loan

£30m 2015/16 Rating: 6.92



Remaining with the club on loan from Chelsea 
having arrived in January, Real Betis fans will 

be enthused at the prospect of Charly Musonda 
turning out at the Benito Villamarin once more. 

The teenage winger is a box of tricks capable 
of getting the crowd off their seats, averaging a 
massive 3.6 dribbles per game last season - few-
er only than Neymar. He’s difficult to stop by fair 
means, drawing an equally impressive 3.3 fouls 

per game, and if the Belgian can add an end 
product he could really shine in Spain’s top tier.

Joining Musonda in Betis this season is Sanabria, 
who arrives for a substantial fee from Roma 

after a successful season with Sporting Gijon. 
Only one player under the age of 21 (Ousmane 
Dembele) scored more goals in Europe’s top 
5 leagues last season (11), and Gus Poyet has 

put his faith in the Paraguayan to build on that 
form. Good with the ball at his feet, averaging 

a respectable 0.9 dribbles per game, and in the 
air having scored 3 headed goals, Real Betis fans 
will hope he forms an effective partnership with 

veteran Gonzalo Castro.

Given that they aren’t particularly well equipped 
at the back in comparison to their attacking 
options, the fact that Villarreal have allowed 
Adrian to go out on loan is a little surprising. 

The 19-year old started 10 league matches last 
season but joins top-flight debutants Leganes, 

who were in desperate need of a left-back 
having seen two leave during the summer. 

An impressive 2.5 interceptions per game was 
bettered by an average of 3.8 tackles - enough to 
rank fourth of those to appear more than once 

in La Liga last season.

Only thrown into the side in February due to 
injuries, 20-year old centre-back Hernandez 

would go on to make 10 league appearances for 
Atleti last season. It was, however, the baptism 

of fire in the club’s double header in the quarter 
final of the Champions League against 
Barcelona that saw him brought to the 

attention of the watching world, coping with 
the pressure superbly. He’s still certainly an 

understudy to the likes of Godin and Gimenez 
but Simeone will be safe in the knowledge that 

he can rely on the youngster when needed.

Having only broken into the starting XI following 
the winter break, 19-year old Oyarzabal would 
make an impact worthy, in the eyes of Vicente 

del Bosque, of an international call-up. The 
versatility that he offers to Real Sociedad proved 

a real boost in the second half of last season, 
with only two teenagers scoring more goals in 

Europe’s top 5 leagues since the turn of the year 
(6). With the experience of the previous 

campaign under his belt and his confidence 
running high, the youngster could be set for a 

starring role under Eusebio.

Agreeing a permanent move having joined Las 
Palmas on loan from Rubin Kazan in January, 

Lemos could become a regular in the line-up. He 
broke into the XI in the final months of the 

season, dismantling the centre-back partnership 
of Bigas and Aythami, and may start the 

upcoming campaign as a result. In his ten 
league appearances last season Las Palmas 

conceded just 11 goals, significantly down on an 
average of 1.4 per game without him, and the 
Uruguayan joins a an impressive list of young 

centre-backs from his country in La Liga.

Having secured a permanent transfer to 
Manchester City earlier this month, the 

following day Marlos Moreno made the move to 
Deportivo on loan. At 19 he has already picked 

up a handful of senior international caps for 
Colombia, impressing in the Copa Libertadores 
for Atletico Nacional. Capable of playing from 

either flank or leading the line, he could have a 
big role to play for a side that will be wary of 
losing their leading marksman last season in 
Lucas Perez. Pep Guardiola and City fans will 

certainly hope he sees plenty of action.

Joining Atletico Madrid for a substantial fee this 
summer, 19-year old Diogo Jota - along with 

Renato Sanches - was one of the rising stars of 
Liga NOS last time around. The winger has an 
impressive record at youth level with Portugal 
and is among those hoping for a chance in the 
senior side with the new European champions, 
so will need to impress Simeone when he gets 

the chance. Arriving from Pacos Ferreira, he 
scored an excellent 12 league goals for the club 

last season, primarily from the left flank, but can 
also play in support of a lone striker.

Set to line up at the heart of the defence for a 
Sporting Gijon side tipped to struggle following 
some key departures, there is plenty of pressure 

on 19-year old Jorge Mere’s shoulders. Having 
made 25 appearances last season, he was a 

mainstay in the side from December onwards 
and will need a big season this time around. Of 
all teenagers to make at least ten appearances 

in Europe’s top 5 leagues last season, Mere 
averaged the most interceptions per game (2.8) 
but will need to improve in the air if Abelardo’s 

men are to beat the drop.

Returning to Real Madrid after an excellent 
loan spell with Espanyol, Asensio will hope to 

play his way into contention under Zidane. That 
will be an unenviable task, of course, but the 
20-year old’s ability to play in any position in 
midfield or the final third makes him a useful 
asset. Best suited to a role behind the striker, 

the playmaker registered a superb 10 assists in 
La Liga last season - only five players managed 

more in Spain - weighing in with 4 goals himself. 
As a result he was the top rated Espanyol player 

last season (7.03).




