
A TEMPORARY NEWSLET TER TO KEEP IN TOUCH WITH EVERYONE  
AT THE TRUST DURING THE CORONAVIRUS EMERGENCY.
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DEAR COLLEAGUES 

I hope everyone out there is staying healthy. I know that we will all be glad about the easing of 
restrictions for both personal and professional reasons. 

Now that we have the Scottish Government’s route map, we are hard at work planning how we can get our places 
open safely for people. In line with the national advice, we’ll be taking a phased approach with countryside places 
being the first to welcome visitors once again, then we’ll plan for wider estates, then gardens and finally buildings. 
We know that our members and supporters are really looking forward to visiting our places when they can.  
This is good news, showing the connection that we have with people. Of course, it will also help us from a financial 
perspective too. 

Times are still hard, and the difficult decisions we are having to face right now are having a big impact on  
many of you. It is my hope that we will still be able to minimise the impact of these seismic circumstances.  
I will keep you updated.  

Simon Skinner  
Chief Executive

CONSULTATION UPDATE 
CHANGE TO THE CONSULTATION PERIOD
Following discussion with Prospect, the consultation 
period now closes on 31 July. After this point ExCo will 
reflect on the submissions made and decide whether 
or not the proposals will go ahead.  To comment on the 
proposals or submit an alternative, please do so via  
consultation@nts.org.uk.

PROPOSED ALTERNATIVE ROLES IN OPERATIONS 
DIRECTORATE
A number of alternative roles are proposed in the 
Operations Directorate as part of the change proposals. 
The proposed job descriptions have been written and 
have been through the usual job evaluation process.   
You can see the job descriptions online here. 
Applications are not yet open – these roles will only 
come into existence if the change proposals go ahead 
(which we won’t know until after consultation has 
ended).

FURLOUGH EXTENDED 
The Trust has confirmed that it is extending its 
involvement in the furlough scheme until end of July. 
This will be confirmed by letter in the coming days. 

VOLUNTARY REDUNDANCY REGISTER OPENING FOR 
THOSE AT RISK
Some individuals have asked whether they can apply 
for voluntary redundancy (VR) as part of the current 
proposals.  A VR Register will open on Monday 15 June 
and close at 4pm on Friday 17 July. This is only open to 
people who are at risk of redundancy in the Operations 
Directorate.  Full details are on the VR application form 
which can be accessed here.

https://www.nts.org.uk/stories/our-plans-for-re-opening-properties
https://www.nts.org.uk/job-descriptions
https://s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/ws-nts/Production/assets/downloads/Voluntary-Redundancy-Application-Form-June-2020.pdf?mtime=20200610094138


SAVE OUR SCOTLAND  
  L AUNCHING SOON
We have been running a ‘quiet’ emergency appeal over the past few weeks, to be sensitive to frontline health 
organisations and public prioritisation of health-related needs.  We have been heartened by donations already 
received and we have used this time to speak to supporters and to build a bigger, bolder, braver campaign – an 
SOS to all who love our heritage to Save Our Scotland. This week, our members will receive a letter from our 
Chairman asking them to support our Save Our Scotland appeal – an emergency appeal to help our charity survive 
the impact of the coronavirus epidemic. 

The aim is to raise at least £2.5 million – critical funds that will help our charity survive after months and months 
without any income, which will enable us to adapt to our new environment and begin our journey of recovery in 
2021. We know that life is uncertain and that many organisations are facing the toughest of times. However, we know 
that if every home that has a membership donated £14, we would meet our target and achieve something amazing 
at this vital time. 

The letter is just the first part of a programme of fundraising. Our Patron’s Club, Members’ Centres and Friends 
Groups and many others have already pledged to help us, and we hope that many others will want to do likewise. 
Watch out for more on the website in the next few weeks. 

K E E P I N G  W I T H 
 THE CAUSE
We’re still working hard to stay connected to our 
visitors, members and donors while properties have 
been closed. 

FOR THE LOVE OF SCOTL AND PODCAST  
Last month, we launched a new podcast series to give a 
behind the scenes glimpse into what it takes to protect 
our places. Hosted by Jackie Bird, the first episode 
featured Head of Archaeology Derek Alexander.  
Listen here.

SHOPPING SAVINGS 
As we all get used to the move away from cash towards cards for all our payments, you might want to take 
advantage of the discounted gift cards that are on offer to all employees via the Employee Discount Scheme.  

It offers discounts on a wide range of brands. Registering is free, quick and easy:  

SCOT TISH ANIMAL WORLD CUP  
On Monday 15 June, we’ll be revealing Scotland’s 
favourite animal! The final is a ferocious face-off 
between the Scottish wildcat and otter. Over the course 
of 10 weeks, the social media competition took the Trust 
out to almost a million people, with more than 50,000 
voting for their favourite birds and beasts, and learning 
a little more about our role in protecting their species. 

1 Go to https://nts.rewardgateway.co.uk and click on the 
'Register to get Access' button.

2 Complete the online form.  
Please note that you’ll need your Employee ID number.

3 Set up a password and browse the site  
(you can also download an app!).

https://audioboom.com/channels/5025008

