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Robert Smail’s Printing Works is a working time capsule comprising a complete printing works which was 
established and run by the Smail family for one hundred and twenty years.  It offers an insight into the 
Victorian period of industrial, educational and technological change and is one of the few remaining 
letterpress printers in the UK. 
 
In the Caseroom, visitors can experience the almost-forgotten craft of hand typesetting.  Printing machinery, 
unchanged since Victorian times, is demonstrated in the noisy machine room.  Other features include the 
restored waterwheel that powered the printing machines before the introduction of gas.  The office contains 
stacks of business records, and a facsimile of one of the fifty ‘guard books’ – this contains copies of every 
printed item produced in the printing works over a period of nearly one hundred years. The unique primary 
sources provide evidence of life in the local community over the last century and a half. 
 
The school programme at Robert Smail’s offers pupils a tour of the office, the Caseroom and machine room.  
Handling objects are available to help your pupils learn about life in a Victorian printing works.  Please do 
discuss your schools’ requirements when making a booking – the team at Robert Smail’s is happy to tailor 
tours to your requirements.   
 
A special feature of this historic site is that pupils can also receive ‘hands-on’ typesetting and printing 
experience.  From time to time, special workshops for pupils are offered, complete with dressing in 
Victorian costume and printing a souvenir to take back to school (past examples have included a bookplate 
and bookmark). 
 
 
The school programme offers many opportunities for cross-curricular work and engaging with the 
Curriculum for Excellence:  
• Pupils will tour an historic site that is still fully working 
• There are many primary sources that will bring history alive for your pupils 
• There are opportunities to handle objects and discuss primary sources 
• We can design a visit to suit the age group and Level of your pupils 
• Secondary schools are welcome.  Please phone Robert Smail’s to discuss your requirements  
• On occasion, special hands-on workshops are offered to schools   
 
 
Resources for schools: 
• A teaching pack, with information about printing and the printing works, and activities for pupils, is 

available when you book a visit.  
• There is an illustrated guidebook (currently being re-printed - it will be available for sale from Robert 

Smail’s – and from the NTS online shop)  
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Planning your class visit: 

• To book: please contact Robert Smail’s for a booking form  
• Book well in advance to avoid disappointment 
• Maximum class size: 35, with a ratio of 1 teacher/adult to 10 pupils 
• There is more information about planning visits on the NTS learning website: www.ntslearning.org.uk 
• Access: All areas except the Caseroom (upstairs) are fully accessible. We have hearing equipment for two 

people. We want to ensure that everyone gets the most from their visit – so do please contact us to 
discuss your requirements.  We will do our utmost to accommodate you.  

• Toilets: There is a toilet on the site. We regret that is not fully accessible.  
• Refreshments: none available at this site but pupils are welcome to bring their own.   
• The site has been risk assessed.  Teachers are expected to prepare their own RA for the visit.  
   
 
Charges: 

• There is no charge for schools with NTS educational membership. 
• Non-members are welcome but there is a charge of £2 per pupil – accompanying adults are admitted 

free.   
• Membership: to apply for membership, go the NTS Learn website: www.nts.org.uk – or contact Robert 

Smail’s 
• Class teachers are encouraged to make a free preparatory visit to the site 
 
 

During your class visit: 

• NTS staff will lead the school programme 
• Robert Smail’s educational visits are designed to fit each school’s needs but tours usually last 1.5 – 2 

hours. 
• For the programme, your class will be split into a number of groups, depending on the class size.   
• Teachers are responsible for their pupils, and for their behaviour. 
• Pupils do not need to bring any materials for the school programme.  
• You are welcome to take photographs at this site.  
• Coats and bags can be left in the shop, before the tour.   
• Pupils are welcome to visit the shop, with supervision from an adult from the school.  
• On arrival: please come to the front door of the printing works and knock. 
 
 
Getting to Robert Smail’s Printing Works 
• Robert Smail’s is in the village of Innerleithen, 30 miles south of Edinburgh (A72), and 6 miles from 

Peebles on the Innerleithen Road 
 
 
For more information and a booking form contact: 

The Property Manager 
Robert Smail’s Printing Works, 7/9 High Street, Innerleithen, Borders EH44 6HA 
Telephone: 0844 493 2259  Email: smails@nts.org.uk 


