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Threave has many different habitats, including its beautiful, and famous, garden. Threave Estate covers 
around 1,300 acres of mixed land-use.  Farming is the main activity but there are also several small 
woodlands, a wildfowl refuge with bird hides, marshes (designated Sites of Special Scientific Interest), and 
the fourteenth century home of the Black Douglas’ at Threave Castle (managed by Historic Scotland). 
 
Threave House, built in the Scottish baronial style, is now completely restored to its heyday in the 1930s.  
Tours of the house, which can be booked at certain times of the year, tell the story of the Gordon family 
who built the house in 1872. 
 
Rockcliffe is an attractive stretch of coastline (National Scenic Area) seven miles south of Dalbeattie.  The 
site includes an ancient hill fort and an island bird sanctuary that can be reached at low tide via a 
causeway (not visited May/June due to nesting birds).  The whole area is a mosaic of different habitats, 
particularly important for breeding warblers, butterflies, reptiles and plants. 
 
 

The school programme at Threave and Rockcliffe offers many opportunities for engaging with the 
Curriculum for Excellence: 

• Ranger-led visits at both sites.  
• Activities can be designed to match different Levels and pupils’ requirements.   
• Secondary schools are welcome (but remember to discuss your requirements in advance).  
• Pupils can study freshwater and woodland habitats at Threave, and meadow and seashore at Rockcliffe.  
• They can pond-dip and investigate minibeasts and plants, as well as many other Science topics.  
• More detailed information on the activities is provided when booking. 
 
 
Planning your class visit: 
• To book: please contact the Ranger Service on 01556 503702 for a booking form  
• Book well in advance to avoid disappointment 
• Maximum class size: 30, with a ratio of 1 teacher/adult to 10 pupils 
• Access: Please phone to discuss your requirements.  There is also information on the Threave and 

Rockcliffe web pages on the NTS website: www.nts.org.uk  
• Toilets: Available at the visitor centre and Countryside Centre at Threave. There are public toilets next to 

the beach at Rockcliffe.   
• Refreshments: There is a café in the visitor centre at Threave.  Refreshments are not available at 

Rockcliffe but there is a tea shop in the village and a cafe 1.5 miles up the road.   
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Planning your class visit (continued): 
• Pupils are welcome to eat snacks/packed lunches in the gardens at Threave. There is also a wet weather 

shelter for lunches (this needs to be pre-booked). There are places for picnics at Rockcliffe (including the 
beach). There is no indoor area at Rockcliffe and we advise you to arrange for the coach to remain on 
site. 

• Both sites have been risk assessed.  Teachers are expected to prepare their own RA for their visit 
 
 

Charges:  
• There is no charge for schools with NTS educational membership. 
• Non-members are welcome but there is a charge of £2 per pupil – accompanying adults are admitted 

free. 
• Membership: to apply for membership, please go the NTS Learn website: www.nts.org.uk – or contact 

Threave/Rockcliffe 
• Class teachers are encouraged to make a free preparatory visit to the sites 
 
 

During your class visit: 

• NTS staff will lead the school programme. 
• School programmes – timing for these vary according to your pupils’ requirements and will be agreed 

when booking your visit.  
• For the programme, your class will be split into groups, depending on the size of your class.   
• Teachers are responsible for their pupils, and for their behaviour 
• Pupils do not need to bring materials for the school programme 
• Pupils may take photographs in many areas at Threave and Rockcliffe but not within the mansion house – 

please check when booking. 
• Coats and bags can be left in the Education Room at Threave.  At Rockcliffe, they can be left on the 

coach, if you have arranged for the coach to remain on site.  
• Pupils are welcome to visit the shop at the visitor centre, at Threave, in small groups under teacher 

supervision 
• On arrival: report to Visitor Centre staff at Threave - and to the rangers at the beach car park at Rockcliffe 

- unless otherwise arranged.  
 
 

Getting to Threave 
Threave sits off the A75, 1 mile west of Castle Douglas 
There is ample parking for school buses/coaches in the car park next to the visitor centre 
 
 
Getting to Rockcliffe 
Rockcliffe sits off the A710, 7 miles south of Dalbeattie 
There is ample parking for school buses/coaches in the Rockcliffe car park, which is a short walk from the 
beach. 
 
 

For more information and a booking form contact: 

The Ranger Service: 
Threave, Castle Douglas, Dumfries & Galloway DG7 1RX 
Ranger Service – 01556 503702    


