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Community success for People, Plants Medicine and 

Lore project  
 

Over 1000 local people, including children from four local schools, have taken 

part in the National Trust for Scotland’s Battle of Bannockburn HLF funded 

community project, “People, Plants, Medicine and Lore” this year.  

The project is part of the celebrations for the “Year of History, Heritage and 

Archaeology” exploring how humans’ relationship with the natural environment 

has changed over the last 700 years.  

Thanks to the £9,600 funding, staff at the Trust site have been working with local 

schools, community groups and the general public to put our landscape into 

context and discover how we have made use of plants down the generations. 

The project provided practical opportunities to carry out experimental 

archaeology provided participants with a greater understanding of how plants in 

the landscape would have been preserved.  

 

A herb garden was created in the grounds of the visitor centre which will 

continue to enable the community to learn about the importance of cultivating 

herbs in the past. Local school pupils are exploring the use of herbs through 

storytelling, art and literacy, and creating their own traditional remedies safely.  

 

They are sharing their knowledge with the wider community through guided 

tours. 



Visitors to the Battle of Bannockburn Visitor Centre can explore the herb garden 

through observation, smell and touch and gain an appreciation of the 

knowledge needed by soldiers to survive in their natural environment. 

 

National Trust for Scotland Community Ranger Laura Livingstone said:  

 

“This award has been brilliant for Bannockburn, allowing us to explore the 

intertwining of the natural environment and our local history with the 

community. So many people have had the opportunity to learn traditional skills, 

take part in an archaeological dig, develop presentation skills and help create a 

lasting legacy to this project in the form of a herb garden.” 

 

Commenting, Lucy Casot, Head of HLF in Scotland, said:  

 

“The Heritage Lottery Fund is a key partner in the Year of History, Heritage and 

Archaeology and it was our ambition that people of all ages would have the 

chance to discover something new about the heritage they care about. With 

almost 100 projects happening across the country, over 15,000 people have 

done just that. We’re delighted that, thanks to funding from the National Lottery, 

The Battle of Bannockburn Experience is part of that celebration, opening the 

door to fun, learning and everlasting memories for many people as we celebrate 

this special year.” 

 

The Heritage Lottery Fund played a key role in the creation of the Battle of 

Bannockburn, an award-winning visitor centre, funding the project jointly with 

the Scottish Government. With cutting edge 3D technology, this new Battle of 

Bannockburn experience puts visitors at the heart of medieval battle in a fully 

immersive game.  



The landscape and parkland allow visitors to appreciate the site believed to be 

Bruce’s campsite before the battle, and its restored commemorative 

monuments including the iconic statue of Robert the Bruce. You can book your 

Battle of Bannockburn experience now online at www.battleofbannockburn.com  
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Stories, Stones and Bones 
Stories, Stones and Bones is for any not-for-profit group wanting to engage more people with the 

heritage and take part in the Year of History, Heritage and Archaeology. Stories, Stones and Bones 

grants between £3,000 and £10,000 are available to groups who want to discover their local 

heritage. Projects can cover a wide spectrum of subject matter from exploring local archaeology and 

a community’s cultures and traditions to identifying and recording local wildlife and protecting the 

surrounding environment to managing and training volunteers, and holding festivals and events to 

commemorate the past.  

Heritage Lottery Fund 

Using money raised through the National Lottery, the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) aims to make a 

lasting difference for heritage, people and communities across the UK and help build a resilient 

heritage economy. From museums, parks and historic places to archaeology, natural environment 

and cultural traditions, we invest in every part of our diverse heritage.  www.hlf.org.uk  Follow us on 

facebook Heritage Lottery Fund Scotland and twitter @HLFScotland.  

Use the hashtags #HLFScotland and #HHA2017 to be part of the Year of History, Heritage and 

Archaeology. 

Year of History, Heritage and Archaeology 

From World Heritage Sites to ancient monuments, listed buildings to historic battlefields, cultural 
traditions to our myths, tales and legends, the 2017 Year of History, Heritage and Archaeology, 
running from 1 January to 31 December will shine a spotlight on Scotland’s fascinating past, some of 
our greatest figures, attractions and icons, as well as our hidden gems. 
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