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BARBADIAN ARTIST COMES TO BALMACARA 

 

The National Trust for Scotland has been working with Barbadian artist Annalee Davis 

on the project Contesting Landscapes of Distraction at Balmacara Estate in Wester Ross. 

 

This commission is part of the wider Facing Our Past project which explores the 

connections between National Trust for Scotland places and slavery. An interim report 

was published by the conservation charity in December 2021, which included details of 

the Balmacara Estate’s historical connections to Barbados through the Mackenzie family 

- Lieutenant-General Francis Humberston Mackenzie, 1st Baron Seaforth FRS FRSE FLS 

(1754–1815) served as Governor of Barbados from 1800–06, in the period immediately 

before the abolition of the British slave trade. 

 

From 17 - 20 May, Annalee will be visiting the Wester Ross estate and working with the 

crofting students at Plockton High School to plant a garden which explores the historical 

connections between Scotland and Barbados through the use of wild plants and 

healing traditions. 

 

On the evening of Thursday 19 May Annalee will be giving a public presentation on the 

project at Syke Bridge Studios in Kyle at 19.30. Pre-book 

at  https://www.skyebridgestudios123.com/events/artist-presentation. 

  

Jennifer Melville, Project Leader for Facing Our Past said: “I’m pleased that the National 

Trust for Scotland is working with Annalee. Her project at Balmacara will engage with 

the community and highlight the crofting tradition, showing the connections, both 

tangible and intangible, between the Caribbean and the Western Highlands of 

Scotland.” 

  

Annalee said: “Contesting Landscapes of Distraction explores the lesser-known, 

entangled ties between Barbados – Britain’s first sugar isle, and Scotland – two nations 

impacted by colonialism in similar and distinct ways. 

 

 

https://www.skyebridgestudios123.com/events/artist-presentation


“My creative interventions include collaborating with teenage students on a croft at 

Plockton High School to foreground less visible traditional uses of wild plants among 

Scottish farmers and healers and their counterparts in the Caribbean’s indentured and 

enslaved societies and collaborating with Skye-Based herbalist Jeanette Taylor to co-

develop three teas using plants foraged from Balmacara. 

I will also create a limited-edition suite of prints with Dundee Contemporary Arts and 

exhibit the prints at the Steading Gallery in Balmacara Square in September 2022.” 

  

ENDS 

Editor’s Notes: 

About National Trust for Scotland 

The National Trust for Scotland is the conservation charity that over 90 years has saved, 

maintained and shared many of the country’s most loved places, rich with history, 

heritage, nature and culture. The charity celebrates Scotland’s heritage and with more 

than 100 places in its care, there’s a place for everyone to love. 

The National Trust for Scotland relies on the support of its members and donors to 

carry out its important work of caring for the natural and built heritage that people from 

Scotland and across the world all love, ensuring its future for everyone to enjoy. 

Support the National Trust for Scotland and help them protect the places we all love. 

Become a member at www.nts.org.uk. 
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