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Culloden celebrates 10th anniversary and over 1 million visitors  

 

The National Trust for Scotland’s Culloden Battlefield Visitor Centre is celebrating its 10th 

anniversary this December – it opened to the public on 20 December 2007. Since then, more 

than one million visitors have come through the doors at the site which tells the story of the 

Battle of Culloden, one of Scotland’s most significant historical events, with many more 

visiting the battlefield itself.  

 

The centre is hosting a special 10th anniversary event on Tuesday 20 December, with late 

night opening, badge-making and a 10% discount in the shop.  

 

Culloden Battlefield Visitor Centre was opened to the public in December 2007 after a £9 

million project to transform how the fateful events of 16 April 1746 were presented to 

visitors. Important archaeology work during the project informed the placement of the 

award-winning visitor centre which was designed to sit sympathetically in the landscape. 

Inside, the exhibition tells the story leading up to the battle and helps convey the 

complexities of the conflict, and its far-reaching repercussions.     

 

The site has been in the care of Scotland’s largest conservation charity, the National Trust for 

Scotland, since the 1930s. 

 

Interim Property Manager Katey Boal explains: “It is hard to believe it has been 10 years! In 

2007 the centre welcomed 122,000 people. So far this year we have had over 175,000 and we 

are still welcoming visitors from near and far every day, sharing the story of the battle, 

challenging people’s misconceptions and showing how it impacted on Scotland, the UK and 

beyond. And it isn’t just tourists that come to Culloden to explore the battlefield where the 



Jacobites made their final stand in 1746 - over the past year the site has welcomed 3,816 

school pupils.” 

  

Continues Katey: ‘”Our learning team have helped to tell the story of Culloden to over 80,000 

visitors through our engaging and exciting guided tours, handling workshops and 

presentations. These are run by our volunteers one of who, Peter Cowe, won the Highland 

heritage hero award for 2017.”  

 

The Culloden team has contributed to articles in the media and history journals as well as 

appearing on TV and Radio and have done outreach events in local schools and clubs and 

even had a tent at the Belladrum music festival in Beauly! Two years ago the visitor centre 

shop had a major refit creating a bright and light shopping experience for visitors, and the 

cafe is undergoing a revamp with some new and exciting local suppliers such as the 

legendary Bad Girl Bakery cakes as well as fantastic breads from the Three Little Bakers in 

Inverness.   

 

Adds Katey: “We take food seriously, and want to showcase what is great in the Highlands to 

our visitors. We have great plans for the coming year including our core events such as the 

Culloden anniversary weekend (13-16 April 2018) celebrating 80 years of being in the care of 

the National Trust for Scotland, and the Community Thank You event which runs on the last 

Sunday in November. This year’s event was a storming success, with hundreds of people 

from across the Highlands taking advantage of our free entry offer.” 

  

And adds Katey: “To help celebrate our 10th anniversary event on 20 December we will have 

10 per cent off in the shop (excluding alcohol), the exhibition will be open, there will be a kid’s 

activity and taste tests of our excellent shop and café products…a definite December date for 

your diary!”  
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