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Lost Garden found at Culzean Castle 

 

Archaeologists working for Scotland’s largest conservation charity, the National 

Trust for Scotland, have discovered the remains of an 18th century walled garden 

buried below the Fountain Court in front of Ayrshire’s Culzean Castle. 

 

The discovery was made as part of a major project to improve the drainage at 

the Fountain Court and to make it suitable for staging large public events.  

Souters Sports Ltd. is installing the new drainage and Rathmell Archaeology Ltd. 

has been conducting a watching brief during the groundworks. 

 

During the excavation of a new herringbone pattern of drains and the 

installation of an irrigation sprinkler system, stone walls were located and 

recorded.   

 

It emerged that these walls formed a large rectangular enclosure over 60m long 

(north-south) by 30m (east-west). As the current works presented a very rare 

opportunity to dig below the well-kept lawn, a larger trench was excavated to 

locate and expose the southern corner of the garden.  Careful excavation and 

cleaning revealed that the wall at this point survives to over six courses, standing 

around 0.7m high. 

 

This garden wall is thought to result from work undertaken by Sir John Kennedy 

of Culzean, 2nd Baronet, in 1733 where he extended the walled garden at the 

foot of the terrace walls on the east side of the castle. This garden is shown on 

the estate map of Culzean drawn by John Foulis in 1755.   

 

It is likely that the walled garden functioned as an enclosed kitchen garden for 

the castle with fruit trees lining the south-facing walls of the terraces. The map 

appears to show rows of planted beds in a rectangular arrangement. This garden 

was abandoned in 1782 and the walls were demolished by Robert Adam’s 

workmen as part of the wide range of improvements carried out around the 

castle, leading to the iconic clifftop structure we see today.  

 

As was the fashion in the late 18th century, the kitchen garden was moved away 

from the immediate view of the house and the former site was given over to 

wider views of the picturesque landscape. A new walled garden was built to the 

south-east, just out of sight of the castle and the date stone above the gate is 

1786.   



It is likely that a lot of the stone used for this new garden (the existing walled 

garden at Culzean) would have been re-used from the original one. 

 

In the middle of the 19th century the area below the terraces was used as a 

bowling green before the large, ornate fountain was installed in 1876.  The area 

has since come to be known as Fountain Court.  Prior to the 16th century it is 

likely that this area was a narrow glen that formed a defensive barrier to the 

ridge upon which the medieval castle stood. 

 

Derek Alexander, Head of Archaeological Services for the NTS said: 

 

“It is so exciting to see part of the original walled garden at Culzean.  

 

“Although it was marked on the estate map, until now we never knew that any of 

it survived below the immaculate turf of the Fountain Court.   

 

“This work has given us the perfect opportunity to explore a hidden aspect of 

Culzean’s past and, once the lawn is re-seeded, I can’t imagine the gardeners will 

want us digging more holes!” 

 

 

Culzean Castle, near Maybole, Ayrshire, gifted to the National Trust for Scotland 

in 1945, is best known for Robert Adams’ late 18th century architectural 

masterpiece and its associated estate buildings.  However, there is a depth of 

history and human activity that rivals any landscapes in the National Trust for 

Scotland’s care. 

 

At the last count there was over 200 archaeological features and structures 

within the estate, which have been recorded by archaeologists using drawings, 

photographic surveys, laser scans, geophysics and test pits.   Although it is one of 

the best understood properties in NTS care, new discoveries are being made on 

a regular basis. 

 

Adam’s fancy castle façade encases a medieval L-shaped tower-house.   

The caves at the foot of the cliffs on which the castle is perched are a unique 

feature of Culzean and have remains of late medieval walling needed to defend 

the supplies that were kept within.  

 

Inside the caves 18th century bottle glass and medieval pottery confirm their use 

as cellars but the discovery of human remains, radiocarbon dated to the 8th – 9th 

century AD, suggests a much earlier ritual focus.  

 

Flints in the cave also indicate occupation back into prehistory. Indeed the castle 

site on the cliff above is likely to have been defended much earlier. Remains of a 

drystone wall and 2000 year old red deer bones hint at an Iron Age fort on the 

site.   



 

In the wider estate there is plenty of evidence for prehistoric activity with an Iron 

Age enclosure and roundhouse excavated in the field below the campsite and a 

Bronze Age burial mound, with a complete Food Vessel pot, found at Kennel 

Mount. Walking over the ploughed fields nearby also turned up four Neolithic 

stone axes.  

 

Until recently the only major period without evidence at Culzean was for the pre-

farming, hunter-gatherers, of the Mesolithic. That changed last year when test-

pitting with volunteers and members of the public found a concentration of 

worked flints in the Events Field beside Home Farm, which look like they belong 

to the Late Mesolithic or Early Neolithic.  

 

Famously, a grateful nation granted US President Dwight D. Eisenhower 

unlimited use of part of the castle for his lifetime to mark his contribution to the 

Allied war effort in World War II.  He stayed there four times from 1946, including 

once during his presidency.  

 

The current works leading to the discovery of the kitchen garden walls under the 

Fountain Court are part of £2.5 million of investment to improve visitor facilities 

and infrastructure in what is already one of Scotland’s most popular historic 

sites.   

 

The National Trust for Scotland is the charity that celebrates and protects 

Scotland’s heritage. It relies on the support of its members and donors to carry 

out its important work of caring for the natural and built heritage of Scotland for 

everyone to enjoy. 

 

You can join the National Trust for Scotland for as little as £7.50 per month for a 

family. To become a member, visit http://www.nts.org.uk/Join/Benefits/. 

 

You can make a difference and help protect everything in our care. Donate 

online at https://www.nts.org.uk/Donations/  

  

http://www.nts.org.uk/Join/Benefits/
https://www.nts.org.uk/Donations/

