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Georgian House to Play Host to Exhibition on Edinburgh’s 

Forgotten Musical History  

From late June to late October this year, the Georgian House will be the venue for an 

exhibition focusing on a foundational figure in Edinburgh’s musical history  

The National Trust for Scotland property will be hosting a special exhibition from the 

Friends of Felix Yaniewicz, called ‘Music and Migration in Georgian Edinburgh: The Story 

of Felix Yaniewicz’ from 25 June – 22 October 2022. There will also be a programme of 

events celebrating his musical legacy in Scotland.  

The exhibition at the Georgian House in Edinburgh will tell the remarkable story of Felix 

Yaniewicz (1762-1848), a celebrated Polish Lithuanian violinist and composer, who 

settled in Scotland and co-founded the first Edinburgh music festival in 1815.   

Sheonagh Martin, Visitor Services Manager for the Georgian House, said:   

“Felix Yaniewicz is a fascinating and talented individual, a contemporary of Mozart and 

Haydn who he met in Vienna. His story of migration and music helps us appreciate our 

city’s heritage. We can’t wait to welcome visitors to this carefully curated exhibition.”  

Josie Dixon, Yaniewicz’s great-great-great-great-granddaughter and founder of The 

Friends of Felix Yaniewicz, said:  

“Putting this exhibition together has illuminated so many aspects of Yaniewicz’s 

colourful story, featuring a Polish King, his encounter with Mozart in Vienna, escape 

from the French Revolution and a lost Stradivarius. We are thrilled to be sharing with 

the public for the first time a remarkable collection of heirlooms reflecting his life and 

career, in celebration of his musical legacy in Scotland.”  

After a cosmopolitan career in Europe, Felix Yaniewicz arrived in London around 1790 

and eventually made his way to Edinburgh where he lived from 1815 until his death in 

1848. It was the discovery and restoration of a historic square piano bearing his 



signature that led to new research on his career and a project to celebrate his role in 

Scotland’s musical culture.  

As well as a Yaniewicz and Green square piano, the exhibition will showcase a unique 

collection of musical instruments, heirlooms and manuscripts. These artifacts offer an 

insight into the career of this charismatic performer, composer and impresario, who left 

a lasting mark on Scottish musical culture.  

The exhibition will run until October 2022 and a programme of events are planned at 

the Georgian House to bring Yaniewicz’s legacy.   

Information on the Georgian House’s opening hours and location can be found on our 

website, as well as information about the exhibition in the Things To Do 

section: www.nts.org.uk/visit/places/georgian-house   

 

ENDS 

Editor’s Notes: 

About National Trust for Scotland 

The National Trust for Scotland is the conservation charity that over 90 years has saved, 

maintained and shared many of the country’s most loved places, rich with history, 

heritage, nature and culture. The charity celebrates Scotland’s heritage and with more 

than 100 places in its care, there’s a place for everyone to love. 

The National Trust for Scotland relies on the support of its members and donors to 

carry out its important work of caring for the natural and built heritage that people from 

Scotland and across the world all love, ensuring its future for everyone to enjoy. 

Support the National Trust for Scotland and help them protect the places we all love. 

Become a member at www.nts.org.uk. 

About the Friends of Felix Yaniewicz  

The Friends of Felix Yaniewicz is a forum for those who take an interest in the music of 

this remarkable violin virtuoso, composer, and co-founder of the first Edinburgh music 

festival in 1815.  It brings together musicians and music lovers, heritage professionals, 

members of the thriving Polish-Scottish community and Yaniewicz’s descendants, who 

all take a share in his legacy.  

www.yaniewicz.org  

Supporters and funders of the ‘Music and Migration in Georgian Edinburgh: The Story of 

Felix Yaniewicz’ exhibition:  

https://www.nts.org.uk/visit/places/georgian-house
http://www.nts.org.uk/
https://app.meltwater.com/icm-web/www.yaniewicz.org


• Adam Mickiewicz Institute  

• Baillie Gifford  

• Ministry of Culture and National Heritage of the Republic of Poland   

• Polish Cultural Institute in London  

• Polish Ex-Combatants’ Association  

• Embassy of the Republic of Lithuania in the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 

Northern Ireland 

 


