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Guest Lectures at Gladstone’s Land Explore Edinburgh’s Sexual Revolution 

The National Trust for Scotland’s historic Royal Mile townhouse, Gladstone’s Land, is 

launching a new lecture series and tour which will explore the hidden history of 

Edinburgh’s sexual past. 

Last year Gladstone’s Land saw success with a new tour which explored the history of 

sex and intimacy at the Royal Mile landmark. This year, the property aims to pull back 

the drapes on some of the lesser talked about parts of social history, with their latest 

lecture series. Gladstone’s Land are inviting experts in the field of historical love, lust, 

and other topics that would make the average history teacher blush. These Sextorical 

Lectures will take place on the last Friday of each month between March and July. 

The first lecture on 25 March will see Dr Gayle Davis provide a candid look at the 

Scottish Sexual Revolution in the 1960s. In April, Cat Irving, Human Remains 

Conservator at Surgeons Hall, will speak about ‘Cupid’s Disease’ - or syphilis. Future 

lectures include: 

 

May - the Beggar’s Bennison  

 

June – Cotqueans, Domesticity & Edinburgh's Queer Sites  

 

July - Seduction, Scotland & the Law: A Special Relationship 

 

Claire Grant, Operations Manager for Edinburgh for the National Trust for Scotland, 

said:  

 

“Edinburgh has a fascinating hidden history around sex and intimacy. We’re delighted to 

be working with academics and conservators to reveal more about how people lived 

and loved across the capital.”  



 

The National Trust for Scotland are also expanding their walking tour app: NTS 

Edinburgh. Called ‘Roving with Ranger’, the new tour is based on ‘Ranger’s Impartial List 

of Ladies of Pleasure in Edinburgh’, which was published in 1775 and reviewed 66 of the 

city’s sex workers. Leading from Holyrood Palace up to the Royal Mile, the tour explores 

former workplaces of Ranger’s ‘Ladies of Pleasure’, as well as scandals and drunken 

riots, and offers more insights into at Edinburgh’s social history.  

 

The full line-up of lecturers and topics are available on the National Trust for Scotland’s 

website here: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/gladstones-land-33795720565   

 

ENDS 

Editor’s Notes: 

About National Trust for Scotland 

The National Trust for Scotland is the conservation charity that over 90 years has saved, 

maintained and shared many of the country’s most loved places, rich with history, 

heritage, nature and culture. The charity celebrates Scotland’s heritage and with more 

than 100 places in its care, there’s a place for everyone to love. 

The National Trust for Scotland relies on the support of its members and donors to 

carry out its important work of caring for the natural and built heritage that people from 

Scotland and across the world all love, ensuring its future for everyone to enjoy. 

Support the National Trust for Scotland and help them protect the places we all love. 

Become a member at www.nts.org.uk. 
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