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Trust shares latest wildcat footage  

 

Rangers at the National Trust for Scotland’s Leith Hall near Huntly in Aberdeenshire have captured 

some fantastic footage of a local wildcat returning from a hunting trip.  

 

Staff from Scotland’s largest conservation charity hope that the female, known as Trusty, is raising a 

litter - a potential sighting of kittens has been reported in the last few weeks.  

 

Ranger Stephen Reeves installed the trail camera in the hope of catching sight of the young, but so far 

there has been no sign.  

 

Stephen said: “This is great new video of Trusty returning from a hunting trip. We are all hoping that 

she is taking this food back to some well-hidden kittens. The Trust is pleased to be playing its part in 

protecting this important species for Scotland.”  

 

An example of a ‘good hybrid’, Trusty has previously been DNA tested and found to be 73 per cent 

wildcat.  

 

The historic Leith Hall Estate is part of Scottish Wildcat Action’s Strathbogie priority area and has had 

several good sightings over the years.  

 

The National Trust for Scotland is one of 20 organisations involved in Scottish Wildcat Action, a 

partnership project uniting experts from more than 20 key organisations.   Its steering group 

comprises Scottish Natural Heritage; Forestry Commission Scotland; Cairngorms National Park 

Authority; National Museums Scotland; Royal Zoological Society of Scotland; Scottish Gamekeepers 

Association; Scottish Wildlife Trust; The Royal (Dick) School of Veterinary Studies - Edinburgh 

University.  

 

Scottish wildcats are one of the UK’s most endangered species.  And the wildcat work is one of the key 

projects in the Scottish Biodiversity Strategy which aims to support the Scottish Government strategic 

objectives for a wealthier, fairer, healthier, smarter, greener, safer and stronger country 

- ENDS -  

 

Video – New footage of Trusty - https://www.flickr.com/gp/133918740@N04/24n0D9  
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