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INTERNAL MEMORANDUM 
 

 
 
 

Please find below the minutes of the April APPLE Committee meeting. 
 
 
Summary of Key Points 
 

 Alistair Boyd: the longest serving committee member resigned from the committee. He was thanked for his 
contribution, including being vice-chair in the past. 

 Producer List, Database and Website: Plans are progressing well. We are requesting somewhere to host a 
web-based form plus all the information gathered. 

 Cider Duty/Exemption: Andrea will be attending another meeting in Strasbourg with Commissioner 
Moscovici, from theEuropean Commission responsible for economic and financial affairs, along with Katie 
McKelliget, Tim Page and Guy Smith, on the 12

th
 April. 

 Strategy Exercise: We will be having a further meeting in Reading, on 16
th
 July. 

 National Cider & Perry Trip 2016: It is not possible to hold the trip in Cornwall, we intend to hold it in the Ely 
/ Cambridge area instead, on Saturday 8

th
 October 2016. 

 
Action Decisions Required (from the NE) 
 

 None. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Andrea Briers 
Chair of CAMRA’s Cider and Perry Committee (APPLE)   

To:  APPLE Committee 

 
From:  Andrea Briers 

 
CC:  NE; RDs; RCCs. 
 
Subject:  Minutes of the APPLE Committee Meeting, April 2016 
 
Date:  3

th
 June 2016 

 
Status:  For Information 
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CAMRA INTERNAL CORRESPONDENCE 
NOT FOR DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE CAMRA 

 
Minutes of the APPLE Committee, Saturday 9th April 2016, noon 

Bell, 103 Walcot Street, Bath, BA1 5BW 
 

 
Committee present: Andrea Briers [ABr], Alistair Boyd [ABo], Gillian Hough [GH], Phil Kempton [PK],  

John Lewis [JL], Mick Lewis [ML], Sarah Newson [SN], Ian Packham [IP], Chris Rouse [CR] ],  
Linda Thompson [LT]. 

RCCs present: Chris Charters [CC] (Wales), Sally Lavender [SL] (West Midlands), Bob Southwell [BS] (South West). 
 
The meeting opened at 12:03 with Andrea Briers chairing. Action 
  

1. Welcome & Apologies for Absence  

 ABr referred to SN’s email advising that she wished to stand down as vice-chair, saying that she 
couldn’t have done without SN in recent times. A vote of thanks was expressed by all. SN confirmed 
that she would like to remain as National CPotY Organiser as the two positions are not connected. 

 A discussion ensued as to whether we needed a vice-chair or whether we should share out the 
responsibilities. No-one indicated that they wished to stand. It was proposed by IP and seconded by 
JL that we don’t need a vice-chair. Votes were 7 for, 3 abstentions. The vote was carried. 

 ABo said that he wished to resign from the committee. He was the longest serving committee member 
and had achieved his goal of getting a Scottish cider producer. ABr thanked him for all his contribution, 
including being the vice-chair, when Bob Norris was chair. A vote of thanks was expressed by all. ABo 
confirmed that he would like to remain as the Scottish & Northern Ireland RCC. 

 Apologies from Committee: Gareth MacDonald [GM]. 

 Apologies from RCCs: Ian White (Greater London), Bill Wilkinson (North East). 

 

  
2. Minutes of Previous Meeting  
2a. Corrections  

 Summary of Key Points, point 4e: The decision was to do away with the Branch Cider Campaigning 
Award, rather than merge it with the Pomona. Those who were eligible for the Branch Cider 
Campaigning Award will be eligible for “a” Pomona Award and it will be decided what the ‘sub-
category’ of ‘a’ Pomona Award will be. 

 6c, point 6: Typo Nik’s name should be Antona. 

 7b, point 4: Should read “ML said that the form should include ‘a weekend in’ Normandy.” 

 12H): Should read “Chris Charters raised the question of left over cider from one festival sold or 
donated to another festival” (rather than ML). 

 

  
2b. Action Minutes  

395. Done. See separate report emailed prior to the meeting.    432. Discharged. 
439. Discharged.  443. Done.     444. Done.    445. Done. 
446. Done.   446a. Done.    447. Done (by CR).  448. On-going. 
449. Ongoing (95% complete). 
449a. Done.   450. Done.     451. Done.    452. On-going. 
453. Done.   454. Done.     455. Discharged.  456. Expired. 
457. Ongoing. Action transferred to GH. 
458. Done.   459. Done and approved. 460. Expired.   461. On-going. 
462. Done.   463. Done.     464. Discharged.  465. Discharged. 
466. Done and distributed.      467. Done.    468. Discharged. 
469. Done.   470. Done.     471. Discharged.  472. Done (remit changed). 
473. Done.   474. Done.     474a. Discharged.  474b. Done. 
475. On-going (Mr Knibbs has not been seen recently). 
 
476. Done.   477. Done. 

 
 
ABr/IP (448) 
IP (449) 
ABr/IP (452) 
 
GH (457) 
ABr/CR (461) 
 
 
 
 
IP/ABr/BS 
(475) 

  
2c. Matters Arising from Previous Minutes Not Already on this Agenda  

 Action 463: Sally Lavender to take a lead on getting real cider and perry at the Birmingham BBC 
show, now including a tasting event. 

 Action 477: Nik Antona clarified that the policy on selling-on unsold cider from one festival to another 
is in hand. We are registering, unless Ganesh can get us an exception. There will be a memo issued 
in due course. 

 
SL (478) 
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3. Producer List, Database and Website  

 Action 447: CR had circulated (via email before the meeting) a draft set of questions for the 
questionnaire to producers. With thanks to ABr, GH, ML, LT and Ian White for the feedback, he had 
re-issued an updated questionnaire. 

 We are trying to produce a conformance scheme for ciders and perries that adhere to CAMRA’s 
definition. But we are not necessarily endorsing them. 

 All those present were asked to review the questions and feedback to CR thoughts on what should 
stay in and what shouldn’t, by the next meeting. 

 From suggestions at the meeting: the questionnaire should be split into sections for details we are 
intending to publish and those we are not. Also where answers are obligatory in order to attain 
conformance those questions need to be asterisked. 

 A question was raised about the spelling of pyder or pider. ML said that when it was invented it was 
pider but since then he has only ever seen it as pyder, so either is OK. 

 Other suggestions: there needs to be a tick box to show whether the producer is happy for us to 
disclose all the information provided; add that if any information changes the producers should 
contact us. 

 GH suggested the producers could have a sticker that they can put on the conforming products. 

 We will need to think about how the information is going to be updated in the future. 

 ABr asked IP to take the proposal of the conformance scheme to the NE to ensure that it was 
acceptable to them before the questionnaire went out. 

 ABr asked that any potential legal issues be considered before the questionnaire is released. 

 The plan is to have the questionnaire go out in three months. The deadline for responses will be 
decided when it goes out as it needs to have a longer timescale if it is in the production season. 

 CR advised that we need a website to host the web form and to hold the lists and details. He 
suggested www.cider.camra.org.uk, using BeerEngine as the style, as this is easy to set-up and use 
but will be manual to start with. ABr to take guidance from CR and contact Andy Shaw. 

 GH said that there had been some discussion about cider by the National Beer Festivals Committee. 
ABr to liaise with GH and Nik Antona. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
ALL (479) 
 
 
CR (480) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
IP (481) 
 
 
CR (482) 
 
 
CR/ABr (483) 
 
ABr (484) 

  
4. Competitions & Awards  
4a. National Cider & Perry Championships Update (for 2016)  

 CR reported (via email before the meeting): 

 Reading B&CF 2016: 
 The licence has been granted. Planning is "full steam ahead". 

 ML will chair a judging panel on Friday. Ian Packham will chair a panel on Saturday. Bob Southwell 
will also be joining the judging panels on Saturday. 

 

  
4b. Regional Cider Competitions Update (for 2016 & 2017)  

 CR reported (via email before the meeting): 
Update for 2016: 
 Wales: took place at Caldicot Castle (in May 2015)(for 2016) [previously reported] 
 North of UK: took place at Manchester C&PF (in June 2015)(for 2016) [previously reported] 
 West Midlands Perry: took take place at Hereford (in July 2015)(for 2016) [previously reported] 
 South West: took place at Plymouth (in July 2015)(for 2016) [previously reported] 
 East Midlands (Eastern Seaboard): at Nottingham (in Oct 2015)(for 2016) [previously reported] 
 East Anglia & London (Eastern Seaboard): at Norwich (Oct 2015)(for 2016) [previously reported] 
 West Midlands Cider: took place at Birmingham (in Oct 2015)(for 2016) [previously reported] 
 Surrey & Sussex (part of South of England): took place at Hove (in Mar 2016)(for 2016) 
  1st JB, Medium Dry  2nd Big Nose and Beardy, Oast Toast, Medium 
  3rd Oakwood, Cider No Perry Competition, but Black Pig was Perry of the Festival. 
 Kent (part of Eastern Seaboard): 
  This did not take place - entries by nomination. 
 Central Southern & Wessex (part of South of England): 
  Will take place at Reading (in May 2016)(for 2016) 
Update for 2017: 
 Wales: planned to take place at the Royal Welsh Agricultural Society's Spring Festival. 
  This will be in association with the Welsh Perry and Cider Society. (21 May 2016) 
 North of England: will take place at Manchester C&PF (in June 2016). 
 West Midlands Perry: will take place at Hereford (in July 2016). 
 South West: planning on-going. 
 East Midlands (Eastern Seaboard): will take place at Nottingham (in Oct 2016). 
 East Anglia & London (Eastern Seaboard): will take place at Norwich (in Oct 2016). 
 West Midlands Cider: planning on-going. 
 Surrey & Sussex (part of South of England): planning on-going. 
 Kent (part of Eastern Seaboard): will take place at Kent Beer Festival (in Jul 2016). 
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 Central Southern & Wessex (part of South of England): will take place at Reading (in May 2017) 
 Champion Cider of Scotland: This will not take place. As planning for North of England is  
  complete, alternative arrangements will have to be made. 

 JL asked about the Kent competition. LT explained that Planet Thanet say that they do not have the 
resources any more so she will be holding it at Kent Beer Festival in July instead. 

 CR said that Scotland couldn’t hold a competition but they got back to him too late for them to be 
included in the North of England at Manchester. There is talk of Northern Ireland holding their own. 

 ABo said he had not been involved in these discussions. 

 JL asked if there were enough producers in Scotland and Northern Ireland to have their own 
competition. 

 CR said it would be good campaigning to have a Cider / Perry of Northern Ireland / Scotland / Wales. 

 ABr asked ABo to coordinate a loop discussion about the prospect of selecting champion ciders and 
perries of Scotland and Northern Ireland. 

 GH queried whether last year’s Welsh competition was at a CAMRA event. CR said that is was not, 
there was no CAMRA festival available. JL was satisfied that the judging was carried out 
satisfactorily. GH was happy with that. 

 GH said that Chepstow are keen to host. 

 Bob Southwell said they can’t have the South West judging at Plymouth this year 
National Speciality Cider & Perry Competition 

 CR reported (via email before the meeting): 
 I spoke with Bill Wilkinson and the festival organiser of the Newcastle Beer & Cider Festival about 

holding the National Speciality Cider Competition there. They are keen, and hope to trial a festival 
competition there this week. We still have to form the procedure document, and establish which 
ciders & perries qualify. We hope this can be done for April 2017. 

 CR had also circulated an update from Bill Wilkinson (via email before the meeting) saying that it went 
very well with interesting results. 

 Now it entirely falls on us to figure out what speciality ciders are eligible for competing. 

 LT said that she has the information for Kent producers (but not in writing). She had noticed some 
non-pure speciality ciders at Newcastle, Derby and Peterborough Festivals. 

 ABo reaffirmed that Toffee Apple cider should not be classed as speciality. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ABo (485) 

  
4c. National Cider Pub of the Year Update (for 2016)  

  SN reported (via email before the meeting): 
 - The deadline for branches to select a pub for the competition passed in mid March. Details of 

those entries are now with RCCs. The next deadline is for RCCs to inform me of their regional 
winners by 22nd May. However, if RCCs know their result earlier, please let me know and don't wait 
till then. 

 - I have done some research and as we are currently at about 70% of branches taking part, I feel 
the time is right to do away with public nominations. This is because the number of these has 
reduced by over 50% this year. Also, the majority of pubs chosen in this way had either already 
been a branch CPotY winner, or a branch nomination. The number of pubs not covered by either 
route was less than 10. If we get rid of this round, it will simplify the process for branches thereby 
encouraging more to take part and will also bring the competition in line with Pub of the Year. It is 
disappointing to note that yet again, there was no participation from any Scottish branch but I realise 
this will always be an uphill struggle! 

 - I would like to suggest that the Committee take a vote at this meeting, for my proposal to 
discontinue with public nominations for Cider POTY. 

 - There is to be a slight change to the usual procedure this year. We are getting rid of the regional 
embargo. As soon as the regional results are known, RCCs can order a certificate, make an 
announcement and organise the presentation. We wish to see if this change results in increased 
publicity for the winning pubs. In any case, could RCCs please try to get regional presentations 
done by the end of June or mid July at the latest. If the pub progresses further, it is not ideal to have 
more than one presentation taking place on the same occasion, so please try your best to not let 
this happen. This is to maximise publicity for the pub. 

 - Regarding RCC judging expenses, it was agreed recently that these are available for 2 judges 
where this is felt necessary or desirable. However, some clarification is needed. The extra expenses 
are not there for 2 judges going together at the same time/day as this still only results in one pub 
visit and is not cost effective. Ideally, judges should visit at different times and days, in order to get a 
fuller picture of the pub. It would be helpful if they were from different branches but this is not 
essential. Any extra judges must be able to visit ALL pubs for the sake of fairness and consistency, 
otherwise results could be skewed. If a car load of people are going round, then mileage allowance 
will be paid to the driver. 

 - Think that is all for now. Keep up your good work and enjoy the next round of judging! Thanks very 
much for your efforts as they are really appreciated. 

 A vote was taken on SN’s proposal to discontinue with public nominations for the Cider POTY. JL 
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seconded. Votes were 10 in favour, therefore carried unanimously. 
  
4d. Pomona Award Update (for 2016)  

 We are not going forward with the Pomona as previously agreed, see next item.  

  
4e. Combined Awards  

 The Awards group has approved our proposal. The Branch Campaigning Award will be dropped and 
everything will go through a new ‘Pomona’ award. 

 ABr will devise terminology for the new Pomona Award. Nominations for this award can be made at 
any time of year but will be promoted as part of the May and October Cider promotions. 

 If a CAMRA member, branch or region is nominated then it must be for something exceptional. 

 Some members thought that there should be a new name, other than Pomona, e.g., Cider 
Achievement Award or Pomona Award for Achievement. 

 ABr will also arrange for a memo to be sent to branches and RCCs to inform them that submissions 
for the new Pomona Award can now be submitted at any time and that the award may be granted 
more than once a year. 

 We will still need an annual, or bi-annual, request for nominations. 

 
 
ABr (486) 
 
 
 
 
ABr (487) 

  
5. Members' Weekend and AGM  
Members Weekend 2016 

 The short definition referring to an appendix that we were assured was going in the External Policy 
Document isn’t in the 2015/16 edition. We assume that it will be amended in the 2016/17 document. 

Shaping the future booklet 

 ML said that there is a problem with the 1988 date on pages 3 and 5 in the booklet. Option B states 
“This would take us back to the position in 1988”. This is factually incorrect and totally misleading. 
CAMRA supported cider and perry in 1975/76, following an AGM motion, almost as long as CAMRA 
has existed. 1988 was the date that the APPLE committee was formed. CAMRA’s first Good Cider 
Guide was published in 1987. 

 PK said that he could look back at old What’s Brewing’s to substantiate the earliest date. GBGs from 
1980 had ciders listed. 

 ABr will liaise with GM and the Revitalisation steering group to correct the information in the Shaping 
the future booklet regarding CAMRA's involvement with cider & perry, and ask for the correct 
information to be read out at all Revitalisation meetings. 

 GH said we should ask for the electronic format of the Shaping the future booklet to be corrected. 
ABr/IP will request this. 

 IP will email those involved with the Revitalisation project to ensure that all members are made aware 
as soon as possible of errors in the booklet regarding the early days of CAMRA's involvement with 
cider & perry, and will ask for the correct information regarding to be put in the body of What’s 
Brewing, but if this isn’t possible then on the letters page. 

 ABr will liaise with GM to ensure that any other material on cider and perry that goes out regarding 
Revitalisation is accurate and fair. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ABr (488) 
 
 
ABr/IP (489) 
 
 
IP (490) 
 
 
ABr (491) 

  
6. Promoting & Campaigning Activities  
6a. Key Campaign 3 Update  

 IP had nothing to report but having been re-elected he is planning to have a meeting.  

  
6b. Key Campaign 4 Update / WhatPub / Real Cider Sold Here  

 Nothing to report.  

  
6c. Cider Duty/Exemption Update  

 ABr reported (via email before the meeting): 
 We have good news on this again. Katie McKelliget has been able to arrange another meeting in 

Strasbourg with Commissioner Moscovici, from the European Commission responsible for economic 
and financial affairs, on the 12

th
 April. I will be attending, along with Katie, Tim Page and Guy Smith. 

Guy Smith is from Somerset Cider Company and he attended our initial meeting with Commissioner 
Moscovici’s office last year. 

 ABr said that is positive news that he wants to meet us after the consultation. 

 Action 453: SN to speak to Jonathan Mail regarding the government retaining the 70 hectolitres 
exemption and a sliding scale. Jonathan had replied: 

 “The focus of our cider tax campaigning has been protection of the duty exemption for small 
producers as well as a call for a sliding scale above the zero rated band. We have not lobbied for a 
cut to the main rate of cider duty as the view has been that this would distract from the importance 
of retaining the duty exemption and also the sliding scale. Another factor is that the current rate of 
duty on cider is set at a rate which is significantly below the duty rate for beer. This would mean that 
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separate campaign material would be needed. This would be a good topic for discussion at this 
Saturday's public affairs committee meeting”. 

  
6d. Increasing Awareness of Real Cider & Perry  

 ABr said that this can be discussed at the strategy exercise.  

  
6e. Future Activities and Strategic Plan  

 Thanks to ABr and ML for their feedback on the strategy exercise in December. 

 ABr said that the committee needs to discuss things that effect the overall campaign and then cascade 
the outcome. She asked members for thoughts. 

 GH suggested asking branches what they need to assist them, e.g., cider bar training. Also what do 
pubs and clubs need, short term and long term. 

 CR suggested questions such as how would you rate the value of our current activities, e.g., the 
Pomona Award, CPotY, Window stickers, Cider and Perry Championships. 

 ABr / CR to send out questionnaire re strategy by next week and ask for responses. 

 GH agreed to process replies and finalise any suggestions. 

 GH will send out the strategy questionnaire mid-May for RCCs to disseminate. 

 GH will feedback responses for the meeting in July, although she will not be able to attend. 

 Also mentioned as part of the strategy discussions was establishing contact with the producer 
organisations. ML and SN have met with the NACM and a report was sent out earlier. ML said that the 
last time they had met was about 25 years ago. They were very friendly and it was quite productive. 
Both sides have agreed that they should meet again. 

 ML has volunteered to arrange to make contact with the Three Counties and South West 
Associations. 

 Chris Charters was asked if he would establish formal contact with the Welsh Cider & Perry Society. 

 ML will write a role description, based on experience, about making formal contact with cider societies 
/ associations. 

 LT will email ML re Kent cider producers group activity. 

 ABr will consider getting a chair for the strategy exercise. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ABr/CR (492) 
GH (493) 
GH (494) 
GH (495) 
 
 
 

 
ML (496) 
 
CC (497) 
 
ML (498) 
LT (499) 
ABr (500) 

  
6f. Any Other Promoting & Campaigning Business  

 None.  

  
7. Cider & Perry Promotional Months  
7a. May Promotion Update   

 ABr reported (via email before the meeting): 
 - A memo was sent out to branches in February regarding our May Cider Promotion. Following on 

from discussions at the last meeting we are encouraging people to try and taste different ciders. As 
agreed at the last meeting Chris is working on a cider taste guide based on the simple taste card 
distributed on the 24

th
 December last year. The aim is to launch this at the cider tasting at the AGM 

in Liverpool which is taking place on the Saturday night. 
 - A form can be found on the national website where May month events can be submitted. 

Unfortunately there has not been much publicity to let people know that the form is live so, 
consequently, no events have yet been entered. This is something that will need to be rectified 
urgently. 

 Action 469: CR had circulated (via email before the meeting) a modified taste card and, after feedback 
from ABr, PK, SN, LT, and Ian W, an updated Cider & Perry Taste Guide with a "Tasting Card". He 
had asked for further feedback or suggestions before the APPLE meeting. Thanks Sally L for updates. 

 CR further reported (via email before the meeting): 
 I trialled the Cider Taste Guide and Tasting Card at the Members' Weekend, which worked well. All 

the participants were either novices to cider, or who had little knowledge of the tastes involved. The 
tasting card was not too complicated once they understood the point of it. I got some useful 
feedback, and will do another version of the taste card soon. 

 There was further discussion about the colours of Herefordshire, Welsh and West Country ciders. SN 
said that generally West Country ciders are almost always darker in colour, not lighter, than 3 
counties. Herefordshire ciders tend to be lighter than Welsh. 

 JL said that sherry should be added to the list of ‘Typical Taste Attributes, Cask Matured’, as he has 
come across cider served from sherry barrels. Chris Charters added that the cider could be quite dark 
if it is matured in cherry casks. 

 ABr will liaise with Chris Johnson, the new press office at Head Office regarding launching the Taste 
Card for the May promotion. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ABr (501) 

  
7b. October Campaigning Angle, Branch Events, Template Articles   

 ABr said that we will be using October to push our awards out.  
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 GH will pick up on her tree article. 

 ML is happy to write articles but needs topics. Please email him any ideas. 

 PK suggested cider in the 1970/80’s. ML said that he had information from the late 80’s. Chris 
Charters said he might be able to help. They will work on a joint article. 

 ABr will coordinate getting branch events on the website for October. 

 
ALL (502) 
 
ML/CC (503) 
ABr (504) 

  
7c. October National Cider & Perry Trip Update  

 JL said that after discussions with Bob Southwell and receiving an up to date producers list from CR, it 
is not possible to have a cider trip in Cornwall. Some producers pasteurise their ciders and it wouldn’t 
be possible to get a vehicle to others. JL said that we need to look to plan B, East Anglia. 

 ABr deferred to CR who said that he has been working on a plan in Cambridgeshire and named 
several possible cider producers. He suggested running the trip from either Ely or Cambridge. He also 
had several ideas for a meeting room venue. 

 CR will draw up firm plans for the October Trip 2016 to Cambridgeshire on 8
th
 October. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
CR (505) 

  
7d. Any Other May/October Business  

 None.  

  
8. Referrals  

 ABr reported (via email before the meeting): 
 Branches Committee discussed the subject of cider cooling and I was asked to raise this with 

APPLE. This matter was also referred to Technical Advisory Group (TAG) at the same time. CR 
very kindly attended the TAG meeting for me and, following this meeting, it was agreed that CR 
would assist Nick Boley, the Chair of TAG, in producing a draft memo with guidance for on cider 
cooling. 

 CR to draft a joint memo from APPLE and TAG regarding cider cooling at festivals. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
CR (506) 

  
9. Correspondence (Digest)  

 GH reported (via email before the meeting): 

 From 4
th
 October 2015 – 27

th
 March 2016 

 A) 01.03.16 from Sussex Camra Branch via Tyler Hanley – St Albans Campaigns Assistant re why 
CAMRA doesn't consider Thistly Cross Cider to produce real cider apart from one (Jagged Thistle). 

 - Andrea replied same day to Tyler and asked Alistair Boyd (NI & Scotland RCC) to reply. 
 - Alistair replied 14.03.16 to Tyler setting out: When Peter Stuart was setting up Thistly Cross he 

attended Mick Lewis' excellent cider course at the GBBF. Afterwards I spoke to him. He is an 
extremely pleasant chap and quite candidly told me that he was unlikely to ever produce cider that 
would meet with the CAMRA definition of real, mainly due to the fact that he uses (his words) "High 
quality apple concentrate" in the mix of fruit. He subsequently had a change of heart and produces 
Jaggy Thistle which does comply with our definition and which I am always happy to sell at the 
Paisley and Glasgow Beer Festivals. I also know that all the bottled cider from Thistly Cross is 
pasteurised and filtered and understand that his other draught ciders are similarly treated. The use 
of concentrate (high quality or otherwise) would disqualify it immediately as acceptable to CAMRA. 

 B) 04.03.16 from Jenny Ellway recently elected GBG Coordinator for Milton Keynes & North Bucks 
asking are all Aspall ciders "not recognised as real cider" list. (I haven't included any Aspall's cider in 
the pub descriptions.) 

 - Andrea replied 06.03.16 setting out the majority of Aspall cider is artificially carbonated but they 
have now started to produce some still ciders. The ones listed as compliant that we are aware of 
that are on the website are Temple Moon, Cyderkyn and Waddlegoose Lane. If you do come across 
any other still ciders by Aspalls that we may not have come across please let me know. I realise that 
your region does not currently have a Regional Cider Co-ordinator so if you do have any further 
queries please feel free to get in touch and I will try to help. 

 

  
10. National Matters Arising from RCC Reports  

 From Ian White’s report, the Cider Tap Euston is closing - London’s only sole Cider bar (serving real 
and non-real) as the owners wish to concentrate on beer range, despite them saying it was making 
money. It may well have closed by now. 

 Following GH’s suggestion LT said she had forwarded an article on the first micro cider house (which 
is in Dover) to What’s Brewing. She hoped they might publish it in May for cider promotion month. 

 RCCs may not be aware that their reports are published to all 177,000 members so care is required so 
as not to be subject to libel. 

 

  
11. Date and Venue of Future Meetings  

 Saturday 18
th
 June 2016, noon, Brigantes, 114 Micklegate, York YO1 6JX. 

 Saturday 16
th
 July 2016, venue TBD Reading, Strategy Exercise. 

 
PS (507) 
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 Friday 7
th
 October 2016, 7pm, venue TBD Ely / Cambridge. 

 Saturday 7
th
 (provisionally) January 2017, noon, venue TBD Birmingham. 

CR (508) 
SL (509) 

  
12. Any Other Business  

 A) Tutored tasting at GBBF - Ian W has offered, but there might not be a room available. 

 B) ABr reported (via email before the meeting): 
 Claire-Michelle has asked that I pass on her/WB/BEER's thanks for all the help the committee 

provides us. She said “You're always quick to respond and very helpful as a group. It is very much 
appreciated. Thank you.” 

 C) ML said that he had been informed by a wholesaler that quite a lot of producers making fruit cider 
are now adding £6 a box to their price. 

 

  
Meeting closed at 15:55  
 

Actions From This Meeting 
 

Action Detail Who Origin 

448 Approve the questionnaire for producers by the next meeting. ABr/IP 3 (Jan 16) 

449 
Make known to branches what information we already have regarding producers 
hot filling and pasteurising and what else we are doing, as soon as possible. 

IP 3 (Jan 16) 

452 
Liaise regarding having the year on Real Cider Sold Here window sticker, then talk 
to Marketing and Abigail Newton. 

ABr/IP 6b (Jan 16) 

457 
Put together a set of questions (to be asked of all interested parties) to gather 
feedback and feelings on the activities and strategy of the APPLE committee. 

GH 6e (Jan 16) 

461 Report on how the strategy exercise went. ABr/CR 6e (Jan 16) 

475 
Liaise and arrange an award for Richard Knibbs’ 50 years at the Newton Abbot 
Cider Bar. 

IP/ABr/ 
BS 

12 (Jan 16) 

478 
Sally Lavender to take a lead on getting real cider and perry at the Birmingham 
BBC show. Including a tasting event. 

SL 2c 

479 
Review the questions for producers and feedback to CR thoughts on what should 
stay in and what shouldn’t, by the next meeting. 

ALL 3 

480 
Split questionnaire into sections, details we are intending to publish and those we 
are not. Asterisk questions where answers are obligatory in order to attain 
conformance. 

CR 3 

481 Request affirmation from the NE for the conformance scheme before it is released. IP 3 

482 Fix deadline for responses, depending on when the questionnaire is released. CR 3 

483 
Contact Andy Shaw to request somewhere to host a web-based form, plus all the 
information gathered. 

CR/ABr 3 

484 
Speak to GH and Nik Antona regarding cider discussions at the National Beer 
Festival committee. 

ABr 3 

485 
Coordinate a loop discussion about the prospect of selecting champion ciders and 
perries of Scotland and Northern Ireland. 

ABo 4b 

486 Devise terminology for the new Pomona award. ABr 4e 

487 
Arrange for a memo to be sent to branches and RCCs to inform them that 
submissions for the combined Branch and Pomona award can now be submitted 
at any time and that the award may be granted more than once a year. 

ABr 4e 

488 
Liaise with GM and the Revitalisation steering group to correct the information in 
the Shaping the future booklet regarding CAMRA's involvement with cider & perry, 
and ask for the correct information to be provided at all Revitalisation meetings. 

IP 5 

489 Ask for the electronic format of the Shaping the future booklet to be corrected. ABr/IP 5 

490 

Email those involved with the Revitalisation project to ensure that all members are 
made aware as soon as possible of errors in the booklet regarding the early days 
of CAMRA's involvement with cider & perry. Ask for the correct information to be 
put in the body of What’s Brewing, but if this isn’t possible then on the letters page. 

IP 5 

491 
Liaise with GM to ensure that any other material on cider and perry that goes out 
regarding Revitalisation is accurate and fair. 

ABr 5 

492 Send out questionnaire re strategy by next week and ask for responses. ABr/CR 6e 

493 Process replies to the strategy questionnaire and finalise any suggestions. GH 6e 

494 Send out strategy questionnaire mid-May for RCCs to disseminate. GH 6e 

495 GH will feedback responses for the meeting in July.. GH 6e 

496 Make contact with the Three Counties and South West Associations. ML 6e 

497 Establish formal contact with the Welsh Cider & Perry Society. CC 6e 
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498 
Write a role description, based on experience, about making formal contact with 
cider societies / associations. 

ML 6e 

499 Email ML re Kent cider producers group activity. LT 6e 

500 Consider getting a chair for the strategy exercise. ABr 6e 

501 
Liaise with Chris Johnson regarding launching the Taste Guide for the May 
promotion. 

ABr 7a 

502 Email ideas of topics for articles for the October promotion month to ML. ALL 7b 

503 Produce a joint article on CAMRA’s involvement cider before 1988. ML/CC 7b 

504 Coordinate getting branch events on the website for October. ABr 7b 

505 Draw up plans for the October Trip 2016 to Cambridgeshire on 8
th
 October. CR 7c 

506 Draft a joint memo from APPLE and TAG regarding cider cooling at festivals. CR 8 

507 Arrange strategy exercise meeting in Reading for 16
th
 July 2016. PS 11 

508 Arrange meeting in Ely / Cambridge on 7
th
 October. CR 11 

509 Arrange meeting in Birmingham for January 2017 (provisionally 7
th
). SL 11 

 

Regional Cider Coordinators Reports 
 
Below is a summary of written reports. 
 

NO RCC, Central Southern () 

 

 

Chris Rouse, East Anglia (chrisjrouse@yahoo.co.uk) 

Events 

Planning continues for the East Anglian Bottled Cider Competition 2016, which will be held at Cambridge Beer Festival on Tue 24 May, at 
2.30pm. 
 
Cider Pub of the Year 2016 

The following branches have announced their Cider Pub of the Year ... 
Cambridgeshire: 
Cambridge & District: Cambridge Blue, 85-87 Gwydir Street, Cambridge, CB1 2LG (http://whatpub.com/CAM/38) 
Ely & District: Drayman's Son, 29a Forehill, Ely, Cambridgeshire, CB7 4AA (http://whatpub.com/ELY/47) 
Huntingdonshire: Pig 'n' Falcon, 9 New Street, St. Neots, Cambridgeshire, PE19 1AE (http://whatpub.com/STN/184) 
Peterborough & District: Letter B, 53-57 Church St, Whittlesey, Cambridgeshire, PE7 1DE (http://whatpub.com/PET/384) 
Norfolk: 
Norwich & Norfolk: White Lion, 73 Oak Street, Norwich, Norfolk, NR3 3AQ (http://whatpub.com/NOR/841) 
West Norfolk: Railway Arms, Railway Station, Downham Market, Norfolk, PE38 9EN (http://whatpub.com/KLN/1288) 
Mid Anglia: Banham Barrel, The Appleyard, Kenninghall Road, Banham, Norfolk, NR16 2HE (http://whatpub.com/NOR/35) 
Essex: 
Herts & Essex Borders (Essex): Woodbine Inn, Honey Lane, Waltham Abbey, Essex, EN9 3QT (http://whatpub.com/HEB/11457) 
Chelmsford & Mid Essex: Three Elms, Chignal St James, Essex, CM1 4TZ (http://whatpub.com/CME/11064) 
Colchester & North East Essex: Odd One Out, 28 Mersea Road, Colchester, Essex, CO2 7ET (http://whatpub.com/COL/10847) 
Maldon and Dengie: Carpenters' Arms, 33 Gate Street, Maldon, Essex, CM9 5QF (http://whatpub.com/DEN/10473) 
North West Essex: Kings Head, Chapel Road, Ridgewell, Essex, CO9 4RU (http://whatpub.com/ENW/11346) 
South East Essex: NONE 
South West Essex: NONE 
Tendring: White Hart, Clacton Road, Weeley Heath, Clacton-On-Sea, Essex, CO16 9ED (http://whatpub.com/TND/10974) 
Suffolk: 
Ipswich & East Suffolk: Mulberry Tree, 5 Woodbridge Rd, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP4 2EA (http://whatpub.com/SUF/520) 
North East Suffolk: Caxton Club, Gaol Lane, Beccles, Suffolk, NR34 9SJ (http://whatpub.com/WAV/4050) 
West Suffolk: Dove, 68 Hospital Road, Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk, IP33 3JU (http://whatpub.com/WSB/131) 
Bedfordshire: 
North Bedfordshire: Polhill Arms, 25 Wilden Road, Renhold, Bedford, MK41 0JP (http://whatpub.com/BEN/397) 
South Bedfordshire: Black Lion, 20 High Street, Leighton Buzzard, Bedfordshire, LU7 1EA (http://whatpub.com/BES/251) 
East Bedfordshire: Engineers Arms, 68 High Street, Henlow, Bedfordshire, SG16 6AA (http://whatpub.com/BEE/210) 
Hertfordshire: 
North Hertfordshire: Strathmore Arms, London Road, St Pauls Walden, Hitchin, Herts, SG4 8BT (http://whatpub.com/HEN/731) 
South Hertfordshire: Mermaid, 98 Hatfield Road, St Albans, Hertfordshire, AL1 3RL (http://whatpub.com/SHE/704) 
Watford & District: Land of Liberty Peace & Plenty, Long Lane, Heronsgate, Rickmansworth, Herts, WD3 5BS (http://whatpub.com/WAT/371) 
Herts & Essex Borders (Herts): Queens Head, Allens Green, Sawbridgeworth, Herts, CM21 0LS (http://whatpub.com/HEB/13) 
 
There will now be county rounds (each with a separate "County Cider Coordinator"), where branch members judge the pubs in their county.  The 
deadline for County Cider Coordinators to tell me their county winner is Sunday 17 April 2016.  Like last year, there will be multiple judges for the 
regional round. 
 
Producers 

The presentations to Simon's Cider for coming 2nd in the East Anglian Bottled Perry Competition 2015, and for being Joint 2nd Cider of the 
Festival at Cambridge Beer Festival 2015, took place at Cambridge Winter Ale Festival on Thu 21 Jan 2016. 
 
The presentation to Cambridge Cider Co, for winning the East Anglian Perry Competition 2015, took place at Cambridge Winter Ale Festival on 
Fri 22 Jan 2016. 
 
The presentations to Pickled Pig for coming 3rd in the East Anglian Bottled Perry Competition 2015, and for coming 2nd in the East Anglian Cider 
Competition 2015, took place on Sun 17 Jan 2016. 
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The presentations to Hardings for coming 1st in the East Anglian Cider Competition 2015 took place at St Neots 'Booze on the Ouse' Beer & 
Cider Festival on Thu 17 Mar 2016. 

 

Chris Gascoyne, East Midlands (ciderchris82@gmail.com) 

No news received from any branches; however, the main point of interest is the East Mids Cider POTY entries. More branches have taken part 
than last year which is pleasing to see, and I hope this leads to an even higher standard for the winner to beat. The branches which have put 
forward an entry are as follows: 
 
Grimsby & NE Lincolnshire 
Grantham 
Newark 
Fenland 
Peterborough (although it's a Cambridgeshire winner so not East Mids) 
Chesterfield 
Dronfield & District 
Derby 
Burton on Trent & South Derbyshire 
Nottingham 
Vale of Belvoir (Nottinghamshire) 
Vale of Belvoir (Leicestershire) 
Leicester 
Hinckley 
Northamptonshire 
 
The main branches which are unfortunately absent from this list are Lincoln and Scunthorpe. I have only been told when I chased for an entry that 
they did not have one. 

 

Ian White, Greater London (whiteik@talk21.com) 

Events and past Festivals 
Wassailing One Tree Hill Allotments Jan 16

th
 great turnout, 

good sunny weather. Had about 70 plus people of all ages and 
backgrounds so good crowd, about the max we can 
accommodate! 
 
Future Events and festivals 
Marvelous May Cider festival only sole Cider and Perry festival 
in London, Sat 21

st
 May, run by Bromley branch.  

I have been giving them assistance with budgets, arranging art 
work, publicity etc. 
 
Kidbrook Beer and cider 26

th
 to 28

th
 May  – my branches local 

festival, so busy sorting this out  
 
Pubs 
Cider Tap Euston Closing - London’s only sole Cider bar 
(Serving Real and non real) is closing (may well have closed by 
now) as owners wish to concentrate on beer range, despite 
them saying it was making money. Very sad, however 
demonstrates there is a market for a dedicated cider bar in 
London, anyone interested in setting one up with me ? 
 
Other News 
None at moment, apart from getting ready for London Cider pub 
of the year judging  

Appendix A 
RIP   : EUSTON Cider Tap 

 

 

Mike Gilroy, Greater Manchester (mikegilroy17@yahoo.co.uk) 

 

 

Linda Thompson, Kent (linda_a_thompson@yahoo.co.uk) 

Past Events 
11

th
 Planet Thanet Easter Beer Festival: Good Friday 25

th
 & Saturday 26

th
 March 2016 

Winter Gardens, Fort Crescent, Margate, Kent CT9 1 HX. An excellent event with lots of ciders and perries from Kent and elsewhere. 
 
Future Events 
8

th
 Kent & East Sussex Railway Real Ale & Cider Festival: Friday 17

th
 (eve) & Saturday 18

th
 June 2016 

Tenterden Town Station, Station Road, Tenterden, Kent TN30 6HE. 
 
Double Vision Award 
Double Vision won the Silver Cider & Perry Award for its cider at the Falmouth Beer and Cider Festival back in October 2015. It was an engraved 
vase and plinth which I presented to Simon Boarer at the end of February. 
 
KeyKeg Cider! 
A friend of mine bumped into the owners of Green Oak Cider Works recently. They are in discussion with Time & Tide Brewery about using 
KeyKeg to distribute their cider. No details as to timescales yet but I will keep you all informed. 
 
Pubs 
As suggested by Gill Hough at the last APPLE meeting I have sent an article to What's Brewing for May about the first cider micropub, the Thirsty 
Scarecrow, Dover. 
 
WhatPub Cider Pubs 
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According to WhatPub the number of pubs selling Real Cider in Kent is now 241. This is an increase in reporting of around 11% in a year, partly 
due to a number of new micropubs in Kent I believe. 
 
National Cider Pub of the Year 2016: Kent round 
I have 6 entries from my 9 branches as follows: Firkin Alehouse, Folkestone; Berry, Walmer; Campbell Arms, Northfleet; Past & Present, 
Gillingham; Hovelling Boat, Ramsgate; Pantiles Tap, Tunbridge Wells. 

 

Linda Harris, Merseyside and Cheshire (ciderandperry@gmail.com) 

Chester Branch 
I have just joined Chester Branch, and I have spending some time sourcing he best Cider pubs in Chester 
I have also been preparing for the members weekend, were I will be offering a tutorial with help for non cider drinkers  
I helped Staff Liverpool beer festival on the cider bar  
I am trying to help plan a cider event for Chester Branch in May 
 
Wirral Branch 
Wirral branch are having an exciting time at the moment 
After five years their beer festival is back  
First to the fourth of June this year at Tranmere Rovers  
The branch has a newly appointed Cider Officer  
Gareth Owen  
I am helping order the cider for the festival and have offered help for Cider in May 
 
Macclesfield & East Cheshire Branch 
The branch have now chosen their cider pub of the Year and it is :- 
The Park Tavern, 158 Park Lane, Macclesfield, SK11 6UB 
This pub is a nice community pub producing their own cask ales and they have now progressed to two hand pumps of cider. 
 
It will soon be the Macclesfield & East Cheshire Beer & Cider Festival. (6/7 May) Cider has now been included in the title for the first time, mainly 
due to the increase in Cider sales at the last Beer Festival. 
 
Barbara Icke, Cider Rep 
 
Haltons 
Halton continues to have very few outlets for real cider excluding the two Wetherspoons, especially with their occasional cider festivals. There 
was one piece of good news; The Grapes in Widnes that stocks a rotating guest Cider closed on 03rd January, and despite our fears fortunately 
reopened after refurbishment with a continuing commitment to live music, real ale and real cider. An oasis in a desert! 
 
David Grey 
 
Liverpool 
Linda Harris For Steve Burks: 
Steve has been busy with staffing his own branches beer festival  
As I act as his deputy at this festival  
Well attended as always at The Crypt  
He will try and organise something  for Cider in May  
Once The Members weekend has finished  
This is a very busy time for this branch at the moment  
Steve will be taking people on trips to The Regional Cider Pub The Cricketers in St Helens  
And a cider pub walk round The City 
 
St Helens 
There has been a recent change of Management (Nathan & Charlotte) who have taken over from Neil, my previous contact, who was  a 
committed purveyor of real cider - generally  Steve Hughes` Black Bart at the Market Tavern in Bridge Street. I intend to talk to Nathan tomorrow 
to discuss his intentions. A cider and perry drinkersnother change (in all senses) has been at the Talbot (previously named `Sportsmans`) which 
is now owned and run by Sean & Gary of the George Wright Brewery in St. Helens, who now are selling 2 ciders on handpump: last time I visited 
Westons Wild Wood and Lily the Pink. We are in touch. 
 
The main activity in the last 3 months, however, has been directed towards the visit of cider and perry drinkers over the Members Weekend, 
focused particularly on the Cricketers Arms. 
In addition to their regular range of ciders, the Cricketers now has 10 new ciders and 2 new perries, brought in specifically for the National 
Members Weekend cider visit viz: 
ANDREWS Red Gauntlet  DUNKERTONS Organic  GREEN VALLEY Vintage 
HARDSHAW Wild cider  HECKS PWOG   MERSEYCIDER Bombsite Boy 
PARSONS CHOICE  STOCKMOOR Dabinett  STOCKMOOR Gilly 
THREE CATS   GREGGS PIT   HECKS Blakeney Red  perries 
 
I believe this to be the best selection of quality ciders and perries currently available in the North West, be it pubs or festivals, if for no other 
reason the our 2 local ciders are unlikely to be available anywhere else together. We are certainly blessed with having in our region exceptionally 
good contacts with local cider makers. 
On the same note, I regret the lack of communication resulting in the poor take-up for the Members` Cider trip on Saturday 2nd April, particularly 
in view of the time and effort that has been made for this event by members of this Branch. The National Cider Trip in Dorset was totally sold out 
in TWO HOURS!  
Nonetheless, I feel privileged to be a CAMRA Cider Rep for a small town which has such loyal support and enthusiasm from licensees, their 
customers and my own Branch members for the "real" product: the future here indeed looks better than Old Rosie. 
 
Sandy Gavin 

 

Bill Wilkinson, North East (williamhwilkinson@hotmail.com) 

Regional Cider POTY. 
Once again all North East branches are participating in the competition, with most awarding certificates to branch winners and in one case, 
runners up certificates. The entries are as follows: 
CLEVELAND: The Green Hops (micropub), Billingham. 
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DARLINGTON: Strathmore Arms, Holwick. 
DURHAM: John Duck, Durham City (City POTY). 
                  Black Lion, Wolsingham (County POTY). 
SUNDERLAND & SOUTH TYNESIDE: Ship Isis, Sunderland. 
TYNESIDE: Free Trade, Byker. 
& NORTHUMBERLAND: Tannery, Hexham (current regional cider POTY). 
 
Visit to Cleveland Branch. 
I attended the Cleveland Branch AGM on Saturday 13th February held at Cameron's Brewery in Hartlepool. I got to meet for the first time their 
branch cider officer, Dicky Dale and had several quite positive chats with other branch members about real cider and perry. One thing Dicky 
raised in his report to the meeting was the accuracy of data about real cider being displayed in "What Pub?" entries. He's set himself a mission to 
visit every one of the branch's pubs to confirm their cider details as he's not happy about the large number of erroneous entries. This is a topic 
I've raised at a number of North East Regional meetings over the past 2 - 3 years and it was good to hear that someone else has a similar issue 
and is prepared to do something about it. By the way, Dicky is over halfway through his quest in nine months of visiting all of Cleveland's 230 real 
ale pubs and clubs. 

 

Alistair Boyd, Scotland & N Ireland (hibeernian@sky.com) 

 

 

Chris Charters, Wales (chris@outdoor-sport.u-net.com) 

Winners of the Radnorshire Branch 2016 Campaign for Real Ale 
(CAMRA) 
Pub of the Year, and Cider Pub of the Year 
Congratulations the John and Laura of the Arvon Ale House in Llandrindod 
Wells a tribute to all the work they have put in to established an excellent 
Micro Pub in just over 12 months, and our thanks to Jon Williams Deputy 
Mayor for presenting the awards. 
About the Pub 
Arvon Ale House opened in November 2014, the first micro pub in this part of 
Wales. Sensibly priced beers, Ciders, and Perries are sourced from Wales, 
the borders and the Midlands. This is a welcome addition to the Llandrindod 
pub scene. Formed out of shop premises, the pub is small yet perfectly 
formed. It's a proper alehouse for the quiet enjoyment of beer, and cider with 
no extraneous attractions; a quiet pub.  
Opening Times 
Closed Mon & Tue; 4-10 Wed & Thu; 4-11 Fri & Sat; 4-10 Sun 
Temple Street, Llandrindod Wells, Llandrindod Wells. LD1 5DP 
For further info contact CAMRA: https://whatpub.com 
 

 
Jon Williams Deputy Mayor, Chris Charters Chair Radnorshire 

CAMRA, Laura and John Arvon Ale House 

The Welsh Cider pubs of the Year 2016 
It’s that time of year again when the branches select their Cider Pub of the Year for 2016, and this year in Wales again we have increased the 
number of pubs receiving the award, with 4 new pubs awarded this accolade.  
 
The list is:- 
The Penrhyn Arms, Pendre Rd, Llandudno, L30 3BY 
Bunch of Grapes, Ynysangharad Road CF37 4DA 
The Sportsman, 17, Severn St, Newtown, SY16 2AQ 
Blue Bell, Rhosesmor Rd, Halkyn, CH8 8DL 
Y Talbot, The Square, Tregaron SY25 6JL 
 
The new pubs are:- 
 The Hopbunker, Kingsway, Cardiff CF10 5AF 
The Hopbunker took over the bar in June 2015 from where the rock clubs Barfly and Bogiez used to be. It is a cellar bar with very reasonable 
priced real ales and ciders with up to 15 real ales, and 10 real ciders, which is Operated by Hopcroft - Pixie Spring Brewery, based in Pontyclun. I 
will update the info I have received after I visited the The Hopbunker. 
 Little Penybont Arms, 11 Penybont Road, Pencoed, CF35 5PY 
The Little Penybont Arms is a micro pub refurbished from a former cafe. Opened in April 8 2015. Serves up to 4 changing beers and over 16 
ciders, it also specialises in Whisky & home-made pork pies. As with most micro pubs it does not have any machines. It's a proper alehouse for 
the quiet enjoyment of beer, and cider with no extraneous attractions; a quiet pub. The cask club meet weekly and visitors can acquire a loyalty 
card to get stamped towards a free pint. This is what Pencoed has been crying out for as the locals will tell you. 
 The Queen's Head, Moor Street Chepstow NP16 5DD 
A pioneering micro pub, it being the first in the local area, which has resurrected part of a former Whitbread pub that ceased trading decades ago. 
Today it’s a lot smaller with only one room, but a counter holding eight hand pulls which dispense primarily Welsh ales, with a selection of real 
ciders. A blackboard lists the ales, and ciders, thirds of a pint are popular for those seeking tasters. No TV, no gaming machines, no music, no 
food, just good ale and cider and the buzz of conversation. It only takes a few people to be present to generate a really pleasant and relaxing 
atmosphere. 
I have not visited the above 3 pubs, but shall give an update on them when I do. 
 Arvon Ale House, Temple Street, Llandrindod Wells, Llandrindod Wells. LD1 5DP 
Back in August 2014 John connected us at Radnorshire CAMRA to seek our advice, and assistance, to open a micro pub from a closed vegetable 
shop in Llanrdindod Wells. Neither his wife Laura nor he had any experience of the licenced trade, but I met him at the shop and went through his 
plans. He was quite worried about the sale of larger believing this was the best seller in the pub trade, I advised unless he was going the have 
cask conditioned larger to forget it, as micro pubs concentrated on real ale and real cider. 
 
They opened in November 2014 with 4 ales on hand pulls and 2 ciders and a perry on tap. Since then the range has increased to 5 ales and 
10ciders and perries, with a range of whiskies, and continues to grow into a successful business. Again a quiet pub, without any machines. 
 
Welsh Cider & Perry in 2016 
May is getting really busy it starts with:-  
Mayday Weekend 
With the pavilion in Llandrindod Wells having been rescued by the chamber of commerce. 
 
For the third year running, we shall now be able to hold the Radnorshire branch, Mayday Beer and Cider Festival, and trusting that it continues to 

https://whatpub.com/
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grow. It is open Saturday 30
th
 April and Sunday 1

st
 May from 10.00am to 6.00pm. It is a great advantage being open on the Saturday, as public 

transport, Bus & Train will be running, opening up the festival for those who don’t wish to drink and drive. Last year was a great success in sales, 
introducing the uninitiated to real ciders & perries, also CAMRA Radnorshire branch gained interest and memberships from the event. This year 
hopefully will be bigger and better!!!! 
 
Royal Welsh Showground Spring Fair   
“Drinks Wales” which is the umbrella organisation set up by the Welsh Assembly to cover all the alcoholic beverage producers in Wales. Cressida 
from the “Welsh Perry Cider Society” is looking after the marketing of the event and has hired the South Glamorgan Hall a 60m x 60m area. We 
have a double pitch in the Glamorgan Hall, and will be promoting Welsh Cider and Perry in conjunction with the WPCS, and holding the Welsh 
CAMRA cider competition during the fair. It takes place over the weekend of Saturday 21

st
 – Sunday 22

nd
 May 

 
Welsh Perry & Cider Society 
We are again assisting the WPCS with their annual Cider Festival at Caldicot Castle which takes place over the Spring Bank Holiday Friday 27

th
 – 

Monday 30th May  
 
On to July 
Beer on the Wye 
Organised by Hereford branch of CAMRA, over Friday 8

th
 – Sunday 10

th
 July is “Beer on the Wye held on the field at the back of Hereford Rowing 

Club we shall again be assisting with setting up and organising the cider bar 
 
Drinks Wales 
We are waiting to hear if Drinks Wales are going ahead with an event at the end of July, but know debt we shall be receiving more inquiries for 
real Cider and Perry bars and events. 
 
We look forward to seeing you all and other CAMRA members at the above events!!!! 

 

Bob Southwell, South West (ecosochistoryman@hotmail.co.uk) 

Events 
Plymouth Beer Festival. 
This normally takes place in July and is the venue for the South West judging for the national cider and perry awards. For complicated reasons 
it will have to change venue and they have now planned to move to the Plymouth Albion Rugby Club at the Brick Fields but it would now be in 
September. Unfortunately, this is a much smaller venue and the number of ciders and perries would be very much reduced. Normally, the judged 
ciders plus their own order come to nearly 70, but they are only talking now of less than 20. As a result, a new venue is required for the judging. 
Cornwall have volunteered at the Falmouth Beer and Cider Festival in October, but it is hardly central to the South West. Ian Packham made a 
plea at the last regional meeting for other venues, but I have not heard of any that are forthcoming. 
Incidentally, the new Plymouth venue might itself be in jeopardy as the site has gone in to liquidation 
 
Exeter Beer and Cider Festival (January) 
12 ciders and two perries (McCrindle and Ross on Wye) with 3 makers not previously encountered (Crafty of Clyst St Lawrence, Poltimore Cider 
Press and Ridge and Furrow at Mutterton) See below 
All cider and perry was sold out by early on the Saturday night. 
 
Bristol Beer and Cider Festival (March) 
42 ciders from 22 producers with most being West Country, but also some from further away including Apple Cottage from Baldock in 
Hertfordshire and Pickled Pig from Ely in Cambridgeshire 
 
Future Events 
Chippenham Beer and Cider April 22

nd
/23rd 

Gloucester Beer Festival (April 22/23
rd
) with 30 ciders and perries 

South Devon branch is to hold a cider and cheese night (March 29
th
) in the Cider Bar in Newton Abbot as an ‘educational’ exercise for local 

members whose knowledge of cider is often minimal. 
 
Producers 
The Western Morning News carried a large article on Sandford Orchards. They have now moved in to the heart of Crediton and taken over the 
Old Cider Works in the town. Barny Butterfield is in charge and has been elected Chairman of the South West Cidermaker’s Association. A new 
press has been imported from Austria and they are now producing 14 different ciders. 
 
Ridge and Furrow cider 
Based in Stroud (info@ridgeandfurrow.co.uk) 
 
Poltimore Press (Knapper’s Farmouse Cider) 
Tom Noncarrow, 07870 576330 
info@pipandstone.co.uk 
 
Pubs 
Teign Cellars in Newton Abbot 
Has seven ciders from boxes which will be rotated and at present, there are ciders from Ventons, Sandford Orchards and Ashridge. Roger Hanley 
(previously at the Old Firehouse in Exeter) is the new bar manager and he is also planning to get rid of the so called fruit ciders. 
 
Cider Bar in Newton Abbot 
Is continuing with its guest ciders and the latest to arrive were Lyme Bay and Tricky 
 
Branch Cider Pubs of the Year 
Bristol - Orchard 
Somerset – Pebbles Bar, Watchet 
North Devon – New Inn, Roborough 
South Devon – Cider Bar, Newton Abbot 
Exeter and East Devon – Old Fire House Exeter/Tom Cobbley, Spreyton 
Gloucester – Overall winners - Railway at Newnham/Salutation at Ham 
Within the Gloucester sub branches 
 Cirencester – Marlborough 
 Dursley – Salutation 

mailto:info@ridgeandfurrow.co.uk
mailto:info@pipandstone.co.uk
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 Forest of Dean – Railway, Newnham 
Gloucester – Pelican 
Stroud – Old Badger 
Tewksbury – white Bear 
Swindon and North Wilts – Glue Pot, Swindon 
North West Wilts – Three Crowns, Chippenham 

 

NO RCC, Surrey & Sussex () 

 

 

Nigel Firth, Wessex & Channel Isles (nigelfirth@yahoo.co.uk) 

Festivals  
The following pub and non-CAMRA festivals are/were due to sell cider:- 
Ashcroft Arts Centre, Ashcroft Arts Centre, Osborn Road, Fareham, Hampshire PO16 7DX, 30 January 
7th Big Bournemouth Beer Festival, Purbeck Hall, Bournemouth International Centre, Exeter Road, Bournemouth, Dorset BH2 5BH, 25-27 March 
Junction Tavern, 1 Leesland Road, Gosport, Hampshire PO12 3ND, 25–28 March 
Second Southsea Beerex, Wedgewood Rooms, 147b Albert Road, Southsea, Portsmouth, Hampshire PO4 0JW, 1–2 April. A collaboration with 
the Leopold Tavern, 2016 Portsmouth Branch CPOTY 
3rd Annual Festival Southampton Amateur Rowing Club, 26A Hazel Road, Woolston, Southampton, Hampshire SO19 7GA, 2 April 
16th Wickham Charity Beer Festival, The Wickham Centre, Mill Lane, Wickham, Nr. Fareham, Hampshire PO17 5AL, 8– 9 April 
14th Portchester Beer Festival, Portchester Community Centre, Westlands Grove, Portchester, Hampshire PO16 9AD, 9 April 
Red Shoot Inn, Tom's Lane, Linwood, Hampshire BH24 3QT (in the New Forest), 22–24 April 
2nd Bournemouth Cider Festival, Shelley Theatre (part of the original Shelley Manor, home of Mary Shelley, the author of Frankenstein), 
Beechwood Avenue, Bournemouth, Dorset BH5 1LX, 29 April 
25th Mayfayre, St. Mary's Church May Fayre, Fratton Road, Fratton, Portsmouth, Hampshire PO1 5PA, 2 May 
Hatch Warren Cider Festival, Hatch Warren Community Centre, Longcross Lane, Hatch Warren, Basingstoke, Hampshire RG22 4XF, 7 May 
Portsmouth Beer Festival, Portsmouth Guildhall, Guildhall Square, Portsmouth, Hampshire PO1 2AB, 20–21 May 
Locomotive Engineers' Club, 18 Southampton Road, Eastleigh, Hampshire SO50 9FJ,  
27–30 May 
Watership Down Inn, Priory Lane, Freefolk, nr Whitchurch, Hampshire RG28 7NJ, 27–30 May 
Waterloo Arms, 101 Waterloo Road, Freemantle, Southampton, Hampshire SO15 3BS,      16–19 June 
Hyde Tavern Beer Festival, 57 Hyde Street, Winchester, Hampshire SO23 7DY, 17–19 June  
Hedge End Club, 4 Bursledon Road, Hedge End, Hampshire SO30 0BR, 24–26 June 
Blissfields Hobgoblin Beer Festival, Vicarage Farm, Woodmancott, Winchester, Hampshire SO21 3BL, 1–2 July 
Lowde Fest 16, Mulberry House, Hazeley Bottom, Hartley Wintney, Hampshire RG27 8LU, 2 July 
Poole Beer and Bluegrass Festival, St Aldhelms Centre, Poole Road, Branksome, Dorset BH12 1AD, 22–23 July 
Fleet Lions Beer Festival, The Harlington, 236 Fleet Road, Fleet, Hampshire, GU51 4BY 
6 August 
 
The following CAMRA Festivals are/were due to sell cider:- 
Salisbury Winterfest, Royal British Legion Club, 9-11 Endless Street, Salisbury, Wiltshire SP1 1DL, 29-30 January 
28th Dorchester Beerex, Corn Exchange, North Square, Dorchester, Dorset DT1 1HF, 5-6 February 
Gosport Winterfest, Thorngate Halls, Bury Road, Gosport, Hampshire PO12 3PX, 19-20 February  
Winchester Real Ale & Cider Festival, Guildhall, The Broadway, Winchester, Hampshire 
SO23 9GH, 18-19 March.  
Southampton Beer Festival, O2 Guildhall, Southampton, Hampshire SO14 7LP, 2-4 June  
 
Winchester CAMRA Real Ale & Cider Festival, Cider of the Festival results:- 
1.Farmer Jim's, Copper Top 
2.Gwatkin Cider, Pyder 
3.Double Vision, Impeared Vision 
 
Pub News 
Wessex and CI Branches CPOTY:- 
Unicorn, Bayford - Heart Of Wessex 
Ilchester Arms, Abbotsbury - West Dorset 
Castle, West Lulworth - East Dorset (Former National CPOTY) 
Leopold Tavern, Portsmouth - Portsmouth and SE Hants 
Nomination from the public vote:-  
Firkin Shed, Bournemouth - East Dorset Branch 
 
Admiral Drake, Portsmouth now selling real cider.   
 
Branch News 
The 21st Portsmouth Cider Crawl (13th October Crawl) took place on Saturday 10th October commencing midday at the 5th Portsea Island Beer 
Festival, Groundlings Theatre, Curzon Howe Road, Portsmouth, followed by a crawl round cider pubs in the city.    
On the 21 Portsmouth cider crawls we have visited 32 different real cider pubs - IKB, Tap, King Street Tavern, Hole In The Wall, Barley Mow, 
Florence Arms, Apsley House, Sir Loin of Beef, Eastney Cellars, Old Oyster House, Cider House, Taswell Arms, Eastfield Hotel, Artillery Arms, 
Leopold, White Swan, Eldon Arms, Wine Vaults, Lord Palmerston, Goose At The V&A, Lawrence, Old House At Home, Eastney Tavern, Globe 
Inn (ex-Fat Fox), Fawcett Inn, Jean Jacques, Nell Gwynne, Phoenix, Froddington Arms, Trafalgar, Wave Maiden and Northcote, plus the Portsea 
Island Beer Festival and Portsmouth University Students Union Bar, and a lot of these still sell real cider. 
 
Branch Cider Reps:-  
Diane Burke/Kathy Gammon, Salisbury and South Wiltshire.  
Jez Howat, professional cidermaker, proprietor of 146 Cider Company, South Hampshire. 
 
Wessex Region Database of cider producers, as below  
Mr Whiteheads Cider Company, Colemore, Alton, Hampshire.  
New Forest Cider, Burley, Hampshire. 
Castle Cider (Dorset Honey and Cider Co), Whitchurch Canonicorum, Bridport, Dorset.  
Cider By Rosie, Winterborne Houghton, Dorset 
Kingcombe Valley Cider, Dorset   
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Brickfield Equestrian Centre, Binstead, Isle of Wight – Not sure of still producing 
146 Cider Company, Hedge End, Hampshire 
Lulworth Skipper, Wareham, Dorset 
Dorset Piddle Brewery, Piddlehinton, Dorchester, Dorset – Do not produce their own cider, obtained from Mark Rogers of Muckleford, Dorset and 
re-badged.  
Dorset Brewing Company, Dorchester, Dorset – Same arrangement as for Dorset Piddle Brewery. 
Dorset Nectar, Waytown, Bridport, Dorset 
Marshwood Vale Cider, Bettiscombe, Bridport, Dorset 
Twisted Cider, Longburton, Dorset 
Shiny Barrel, Aldershot, Hampshire 
Bo Bridles Cider, Stour Row, Shaftesbury, Dorset – Also produce a perry. 
West Milton Cider Co, West Milton, Bridport, Dorset 
Purbeck Cider Company, Kingston, Wareham, Dorset 
 
Place of Interest  
Mill House Cider and Clock Museum, Owermoigne, near Dorchester, Dorset. 
 
Many thanks to Dickie Hambridge, Alex Bardswell, Jam Well, Andy Brown, Tony Egerton, Paul Smith, Graeme Hilton, Jez Howat, Martyn 
Constable and Southern Hampshire CAMRA branch for information. 

 

Sally Lavender & Jules Evans, West Midlands (sally.lavender@virgin.net and jeffandjules@aol.com) 

Cider Pub of the Year 
Nominations are now in for the West Midlands CPOTY competition.  We have received 16 nominations for 25 branches. Out of the nine remaining 
I have two disinterested branches, but the others are interested in nominating in the future.  This is very positive, but out of the sixteen pubs to be 
judged, there are five rural pubs that are very difficult to access by public transport and will involve committing a day to visiting.  This is a lot to do 
in the next two months, so I have asked Sarah if she would consider a county round for us next year.  I can send full details of nominations if 
required, Sarah already has a list. 
 
Competitions   
Perry competition will be at Hereford on July 8

th
, possibly with a revitalization project meeting for Cider Producers. 

Cider Competition Is still being planned. 
I will be working at the National Competition at Reading. 
 
Producers 
We are losing Dunkerton’s from the West Midlands!  Very sadly they are moving to a new site in Gloucestershire.  Lucky South West Region! 
 
Cider in May Events 
I am giving a tutored cider tasting at Kidderminster Festival on May 28

th
 in the hope to make a few ‘conversions’.  This seems to be our only 

regional festival in May, but I have also offered the opportunity to various pubs, and will report any that are planned. 
I am looking for a reliable cider taster to offer a tasting at Birmingham Festival on October 27

th
 or 28

th
 (I am offering the beer tastings and don’t 

want to mix if I can avoid it (it makes me (ahem) somewhat less professional, and susceptible to the effects of gravity!).  Would anyone be 
interested?  We were happy to pay reasonable travel expenses last year, I imagine it will be the same this time. 

 

Vanessa Gledhill, West Pennines (vanessa.gledhill@yahoo.co.uk) 

Events 
Blackpool, Fylde and Wyre Branch: the Fleetwood Beer and Cider Festival was held on February 10-13. 11 ciders and 4 perries were on offer 
and 85% of the stock was sold. 
 
Future Events 
Isle of Man Branch: The IOM Beer Festival will be held on Thursday April 7 to Saturday April 9 at the Villa Marina in Douglas. Cider Bar Manager 
Kevin Garrad expects to have 41 ciders and 11 perries on offer. 
 
Pubs 
I.O.M Branch: Cider is now available at The Manx Arms, Onchan, and the Trafalgar, Ramsey and the Royal George, Ramsey, so gradual 
expansion. 
Furness Branch: Branch chairman Dave Stubbins reports that they are seeing more cider in the pubs in their branch area. 
West Cumbria: The Hardknott Bar and Cafe at the Woolpack, Eskdale are holding a cider festival (21-24th April 2016) with 50 real ciders. 
 
Other News 
Westmorland Branch: The Cider rep that the branch had appointed has not been active so the branch will address this issue at their next AGM 
and hopefully elect someone else.  
Central Lancs Branch: Nothing to report 
Solway Branch: Nothing to report 
West Cumbria Branch: No report received 
Lunesdale Branch: No report received 
East Lancs Branch: No report received 
 
West Pennines CPotY Branch winners 
Furness Branch: The Prince of Wales, Foxfield 
East Lancs Branch: The Commercial, Accrington ( a JD Wetherspoon house) 
Central Lancs Branch: The Market Ale House, Leyland 
Blackpool, Fylde and Wyre Branch: The Pump and truncheon, Blackpool 
Westmorland Branch: The Mortal Man, Troutbeck 
 
Thanks to Marilyn Molloy, Chris de Cordova, Kevin Garrad, Adrian Smith, Alan Welch and David Stubbins for their contributions to this report. 

 

David Litten, Yorkshire (littendavid@littendavid.karoo.co.uk) 

Recent Cider Events 
Several Wassails were held in January. Apple tree wassailing is a ceremony which involves drinking to the health of the apple trees to ensure a 
good crop. 
10th January - Wassail held at the Pickering Road Community Orchard, Hull. 
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16th January - Coleman’s Cider hosted the second annual wassail at Rudston  
Parva, Driffield, East Yorkshire.  
16th January – Shipley Wassail hosted by Grumpy John. 
17th January – The Hull & East Yorkshire branch made its annual visit to the wassail at Skidbrooke, Louth, Lincs. 
 
Yorkshire Cider Pub of the Year 2016 
Entries:  
Barnsley - Old No 7 
Bradford - Fighting Cocks 
Doncaster -  Doncaster Brewery Tap 
Heavy Woollen – Flowerpot at Mirfield 
Huddersfield - Rat & Ratchet 
Hull and East Yorkshire - Butchers Dog at Driffield 
Keighley & Craven - Bay Horse at Oxenhope 
Leeds -  Mr Foley's 
Scarborough - Stumble Inn 
Sheffield – Harlequin 
Wakefield – Bier Huis at Ossett 
York – Rook and Gaskill 

 


