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INTERNAL MEMORANDUM 

 

 
 
 

Please find below the minutes of the April 2017 APPLE Committee meeting. 
 
 
Summary of Key Points 

 Strategic Plan, Strategy and Future Activities: Now that we have agreed a way forward we are looking for 
help to produce a full set of information / guidance notes, and develop a significant longer 2 year campaign. 

 National Speciality Cider & Perry Competition: We need more festivals to come forward to host regional 
rounds. 

 National Cider Pub of the Year: Regional judging is taking place. The winners need to be sent to Sarah 
Newson by 21

st
 May 2017, and photographs need to be available. 

 Pomona Awards: Details have been submitted for May’s What’s Brewing to explain the new nomination and 
procedure process. A new voting procedure has been agreed. 

 Key Campaign 3 Update: Plans are for a Facebook account to be set up and the Twitter account updated. 
We are considering a leaflet for pubs on the quality aspects we would expect of cider and perry. 

 Liaison with Producer Associations: Progress is being made with both Kent and North of England producer 
associations. 

 October National Cider & Perry Trip Update: Plans are well underway, based in the Sussex area. 
 
 
 
Action Decisions Required (from the NE) 
 
None. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Andrea Briers 
Chair of CAMRA’s Cider and Perry Committee (APPLE)   

To:  APPLE Committee 

 
From:  Andrea Briers 

 
CC:  NE; RDs; RCCs. 
Jan 
Subject:  Minutes of the APPLE Committee Meeting, April 2017 
 
Date:  6

th
 July 2017 

 
Status:  For Information 



Page 2 of 16 

 

CAMRA INTERNAL CORRESPONDENCE 
NOT FOR DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE CAMRA 

 
Minutes of the APPLE Committee, Saturday 1st April 2017, 12:30 
Baum, 35 Toad Lane, Rochdale, Greater Manchester OL12 0NU 

 
 

Committee present: Andrea Briers [AB], Chris Charters [CC], Mike Gilroy [MG], Gillian Hough [GH],  
Phil Kempton [PK], Sarah Newson [SN], Ian Packham [IP], Chris Rouse [CR], Linda Thompson [LT],  
Ian White [IW]. 

RCCs present: Linda Harris (Merseyside and Cheshire), Sally Lavender (West Midlands),  
Paul Sanders (Surrey & Sussex). 

Others present: Mikala Hough (Joint Cider Officer Wigan), Sandy Molteram (Vice Chair Wigan), Carol Worthington 
(Joint Cider Officer Wigan). 

 
The meeting opened at 12:30 with Andrea Briers chairing. Action 
  

1. Welcome & Apologies for Absence  

 AB thanked everyone for coming and welcomed Chris Charters, Mike Gilroy, and Ian White to the 
committee, following their approval by the National Executive (NE). 

 AB reported that Mike Harker was recovering slowly after his fall down the stairs after the end of the 
previous meeting. A card had been sent from the committee and we hope he recovers well. 

 Apologies from Committee: John Lewis [JL], Mick Lewis [ML], Gareth MacDonald [GM]. 

 Apologies from RCCs: Jim Brande (Scotland & NI), Vanessa Gledhill (West Pennies), Bill Wilkinson 
(North East). 

 Apologies from others: Steven Swain. 

 

  
2. Minutes of Previous Meeting  
2a. Corrections  

 AB thanked those who had fed back amendments to the minutes of the January meeting. She has 
now sent them to Head Office (HO) for distribution and to be put on the members website. 

 GH thought that there were a lot of unnecessary details in the minutes about who said what. They 
could be lessened by just having actions. 

 LT and AB will work together to reduce their content. 

 

  
2b. Action Minutes  

448. On-going. 
452. Done.    475. Done.    483. On-going (work in progress). 
487. Done.    506. On-going. 
510. On-going. 
531. Done.     548. Done.    549. Expired.    550. On-going. 
551. Expired.    552. Expired.   553. On-going. 
554. Done.    555. Done.    556. Done.     557. Done. 
558. Done.    559. Done.    560. Done.     561. On-going. 
562. Done.    563. Done.    564. Done 
 
Following on from the above actions: 

 Action 475: Sunday 14
th
 May proposed for the award to Richard Knibbs. Probably early afternoon at 

the Newton Abbot Cider Bar. IP will confirm the date, time and venue and let the committee know. 

 Action 531: Tony Lewis is probably the best person to contact at HO, but there is no specific person 
allocated. Katie McKelliget puts items on the website. 

 Action 556: AB is still waiting for feedback from her email of 23/3/17 re ideas on the quality expected 
of cider and perry. 

 Action 562: CR will email the committee the relevant extracts of the APPLE and TAG (Technical 
Advisory Group) remits, with respect to cider definition responsibilities. 

AB/IP (448) 
CR/AB (483) 
CR (506) 
AB (510) 
ML (550) 
ALL (553) 
 
ALL (561) 
 
 
 
 
IP (565) 
 
 
 
ALL (566) 
 
CR (567) 

  
2c. Matters Arising from Previous Minutes Not Already on this Agenda  

 None.  

  
3. Producer List, Database and Website  

 This is currently work in progress. 

 The producers list is forever changing. Please only send amendments, or at least highlight any 
changes, to IP and CR. 
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4. Revitalisation, Members’ Weekend and AGM  
Revitalisation: 

 A reply had been received from Michael Hardman regarding representation of cider on the 
revitalisation committee. 

Members' Weekend: 

 The cider trip to Square & Compass and Castle Inn has sold out. 

 There are two motions concerning cider and perry. AB declined to enter into discussion of the two 
motions. She explained that it would become clear next weekend that members of the APPLE 
committee have differing opinions; therefore realistically no view can be taken as a whole. APPLE 
members should be able to exercise their right at conference to speak and vote freely. 

 

  
5. Strategic Plan, Strategy and Future Activities  

 CR sent an email to the committee and RCCs prior to the meeting which stated: 

 Now we've agreed a way forward, we need to get on with it!  Specifically, a) generate a full set of 
information/guidance notes, and b) develop a significant longer 2 year campaign for something. 

 Examples of information/guidance notes intended include: 
 - cider event planning (trips, tutored tastings, etc.); 
 - cider at CAMRA beer festivals (cider bar, cider cooling, and cider taste training); 
 - our policy on such things as the use of the apple symbol in the GBG; 
 - information to help publicans (what real cider is, why it's worth stocking, where to get it from, etc.); 
 - information to help cider makers; 
 - producing local cider or cider pub guides; and 
 - various aspects of our definition. 

 Examples of possible specific 2 year campaign include: 
 - re-launch of the Real Cider Sold Here window sticker scheme, and the use of WhatPub to find 

cider pubs; 
 - educate the public (and members) on different cider & perry styles; 
 - educate the public (and members) on identifying poor quality cider or perry; 
 - getting more cider articles/coverage into branch magazines; 
 - challenge the "cider tie" (a significant barrier to getting real cider & perry into more pubs); 
 - getting the juice content either a) on the label or b) increased in the duty definition; or to 
 - run a "Concentrate on the Juice" campaign - calling out the use of concentrate in the industry. 

 CR said that we are starting to do some things and others we haven’t started but these are the two big 
areas. We need volunteers to come forward and do these things. He suggested that we could put an 
item in the “Volunteers Required" section of WB for people to help with the above.  Such volunteers 
might make good committee members. 

 AB said that it could be tagged with filling an upcomming vacancy on the committee. 

 It was decided to leave it for the moment and see if anyone from the committee or RCCs comes 
forward. AB and CR will coordinate things but they need others to contribute. 

 AB asked all committee members and RCCs to consider how they can help, and inform AB and CR. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ALL (568) 

  
6. Competitions & Awards  
6a. National Cider & Perry Championships Update (for 2017)  

 CR reported that the cider bar is likely to be in a different position from previous years. 

 MG, Sally Lavender and Chris Rogers will be running 'front of house', with CR 'back of house'. 

 Travel expenses can be paid for committee members or RCCs prepared to chair two panels on Friday 
28

th
 April. You must inform CR in advance. 

 

  
6b. National Speciality Cider & Perry Competition (for 2017)   

 CR reported (via email before the meeting): 
- A draft revision of the "National Cider & Perry Championship Procedures" document was circulated, 

and no feedback received.  A final version will be emailed, which I would like approved for public 
release. 

- Motion 12 at this year's Conference may alleviate the issue of what flavoured ciders actually meet 
our revised definition. 

- We still need to decide if Pider should be allowed into the Speciality Competition. 
- We still need inform the membership of what we are doing. 
- For Regional Competitions, we have: 
  East Anglia & Greater London (Chris Rouse / Claire Irons): Chelmsford Summer B&CF, Jul 
  East Midlands (Chris Gascoyne / Chris Rogers): Derby Summer, Jul 
  West Midlands (Sally Lavender): Stoke B&CF, Oct 
  Kent (Linda Thompson): Kent Beer Festival, Jul 
  North East (Bill Wilkinson): Newcastle, Apr 
- However, we still need to cover: 
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  Central Southern (Elvis Evans):     Greater Manchester (Mike Gilroy):  
  Merseyside and Cheshire (Linda Harris):  Scotland & N Ireland (Jim Brande):  
  South West (Bob Southwell):     Surrey & Sussex (Paul Sanders):  
  Wales (Chris Charters):       Wessex & Channel Isles (Nigel Firth):  
  West Pennines (Vanessa Gledhill):    Yorkshire (Christine Jane, Andrew Hamilton):  
- PLEASE can everyone consider where or how we can cover these regions. 

 The document was approved for public release subject to two non-material typos in the document 
which will be amended. 

 CR asked for someone else to take over looking after this competition as he was not able to give it the 
attention it needs.  AB thanked CR for getting as far as he has with this. Someone else needs to come 
forward, preferably someone from the committee, but not necessarily. Tasks would include overseeing 
all regional competitions, finding venues, ordering the ciders and perries, coordinating results. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ALL (569) 

  
6c. Regional Cider Competitions Update (for 2017)  

 CR reported (via email before the meeting): 
 North of England:  took place at Manchester B&CF (in Jan/Feb 2017). 
  Results: Cider (2 go through): 
   1st:  SiDa, Maxonian Mist    2nd: Udders Orchard, Whisky Cask 
  Results: Perry (1 goes through):    1st: La Cantina, Yesterdays Dreams Perry 
 Surrey & Sussex (part of South of England): took place in Brighton (in Mar 2017). 
  Results: Cider (1 goes through): 
   1st: Black Pig, Medium     2nd: Pookhill, 2016 Vintage Dabinett 
 Central Southern & Wessex (part of South of England): will take place at Reading (in May 2017). 

 

  
6d. National Cider Pub of the Year Update (2017)  

 SN reported that things were progressing.  She will email all RCCs to remind them that photographs 
need to be available for all regional winners. She would also like to know which branches have taken 
part and whether or not those that didn’t, considered it or not. 

SN (570) 

  
6e. Pomona Nominations  

 AB reported (via email before the meeting): 
- I have sent out a memo to branches to let them know about the changes to the Pomona Award and 

will be contacting What’s Brewing to ask them to include information in May’s What’s Brewing. 
- The guidelines for those eligible is:- 
  “Any person, group of people, organisation, publication or place (including CAMRA Members 

and/or Branches) may be eligible for an award, and will have to have shown an outstanding 
commitment to, or something special in relation to, cider and/or perry campaigning. Awards may 
be given posthumously.” 

- Pomona Voting Procedure 
 The voting procedure for the Pomona Award previous was:- 
  1. Distribute details of the nominations to committee prior to the meeting. 
  2. In the meeting, identify any ineligible candidates (eg. eliminate those for whom the 

Campaigner of the Year or Cider Pub of the Year would be more appropriate).  Take a simple 
Yes/No vote for each candidate to allow further consideration. 

  3. Identify and merge any duplicate nominations.  Take a simple Yes/No vote for each merger. 
  4. Discuss the eligible nominations (if further discussion is necessary). 
  5. Each voter votes for one candidate only to go forward to the final round.  Committee 

members and RCCs can vote. 
  6. The top two candidates by absolute votes (more if there is a draw for second place) go 

forward. 
  7. Each voter votes for one candidate only in the final round.  The nomination with the highest 

number of votes wins.  Committee members and RCCs can vote. 
  8. If there is a final round tie, seriously consider a joint award. 
- As we are now no longer asking for nominations annually I have made some amendments to the 

decision process. 
  1. Distribute details of the nominations to committee prior to the meeting. 
  2. In the meeting, identify whether any candidate(s) are eligible for an award by taking a simple 

Yes/No vote. 
  3. Discuss the eligible nomination(s) if further discussion is necessary. 
  4. A yes/no vote is taken as to whether it is felt the nomination is deserving of A Pomona Award.  

Committee members and RCCs who are present at the meeting can vote. 
- If there is anything that I have missed in the process please let me know. 

 This procedure was ratified subject to adding a last point stating that there doesn’t have to be an 
award or there could be more than one at the same time. 

 AB has requested an update to the Pomona page on the national website and submitted details for 
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May’s What’s Brewing. 
  
7. Promoting & Campaigning Activities  
7a. Key Campaign 3 Update  

 IP said that Key Campaign 3 (KC3) had been slightly dormant but since the meeting in February it has 
now kicked off again. GH has stepped down but she will remain a corresponding member. The 
vacancy has been advertised in What’s Brewing. They are looking for a cross section of people. 

 The cider leaflet has been rebranded in line with others. 

 AB said that she had a referral to report back to KC3. As part of the discussion about promoting 
quality cider and perry she was asked about what quality we would expect of cider and perry. The 
principal is to inform the public, which ties in with our strategy. 

 Please send ideas for promoting quality real cider and perry to IP and AB. 

 Linda Harris spoke about when she ran a cider “taste challenge” in a pub. She took round a tray of 
cider samples and asked the customers to say whether they were sweet, medium or dry. It worked 
well – customers thought it was good fun and were queuing up to do it. It doubled cider takings in the 
pub. She thought that the word “challenge” rather than “tasting” was significant. 

 Linda was asked to email CR, AB and IP about how she went about it. 

 IP has discussed the cider and perry months at the KC3 meeting and it was thought best to stick with 
May and October but social media should be used more. 

 IW said that he tweets re London Cider on an occasional basis. If something is received nationally it is 
just put out in another manner. 

 AB questioned whether someone at HO has been doing it, as we don’t want two different ideas going 
out. 

 CR has some ideas for Discourse in the future, but we need to get the message out to the public as 
well as CAMRA members. 

 GH said she was happy to do Facebook and Twitter. She will set up Facebook and update the Twitter 
account that we already have. CAMRA events, pub events and agricultural events could be promoted. 

 CR asked IP if we can easily contact all branch cider reps.  IP said that a comms tool was planned for 
but never happened. The only way is via RCCs. 

 All RCCs should inform their branch reps that the Facebook and Twitter accounts are now active. 

 CR questioned what's happening with "cider and perry quality education campaign"? An idea is to put 
together a leaflet for pubs with the quality aspects of cider and perry and there were two articles on the 
subject in the May memo. 

 CR will update the Taste Card about how to identify common faults. 

 Some of the quality issues for licensees and the public at the point of dispense are similar to those for 
Real Ale and some are not. 

 We shouldn’t be too technical with the public but technical aspects are OK for publicans. 

 CR will email the committee and RCCs for thoughts and feedback. IP, AP & CR will pick up. 

 IP will take to the next KC3 meeting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ALL (571) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RCCs (572) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CR (573) 

  
7b. Key Campaign 4 Update / WhatPub / Real Cider Sold Here  

 Key Campaign 4 (KC4): IP said that KC4 might disappear and be dispersed into other committees 
under new strategic plans next year. 

 WhatPub: No progress to report on the Cider What Pub Front Page (WhatPub Cider Portal). 

 Real Cider Sold Here (RCSH) window stickers: We are still waiting on HO for confirmation of 
window stickers with the year on. 

 

  
7c. Cider Duty/Exemption Update  

 AB reported (via email before the meeting): 
- Cider Exemption Update 
 AB had been in touch with Faye Grima . There is no further news on this at the present time. 
- Cider Duty Update 
 It was announced in the budget that the government were going to consult on introducing a new 

duty band for still cider just below 7.5% abv to target white ciders and the impacts of introducing 
a new duty band for still wine and made-wine between 5.5% and 8.5% abv.  Jonathan Mail has 
now picked up the consultation paper, which can be found on 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/alcohol-structures/alcohol-structures-consultation. 
.Once he has had chance to review it he will get back with his advice on our response. 

 SN said that she had been in touch with Jonathan Mail (HO) re white ciders not being still. Minimum 
juice content would be a better evaluator. 

 GH asked for a copy of the consultation paper. AB will email the link to committee and RCCs. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AB (574) 

  
7d. Liaison with Producer Associations  

 LT said that the Kent Cider Producers meeting went well. Seven different producers were there and  

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/alcohol-structures/alcohol-structures-consultation
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five others had given their apologies. They are keen to form a group and were trying to decide on a 
name for it. 

 MG said that the initial meeting of the North of England Cider Producers Association went well and 
they are looking for a venue for the next meeting. CR asked MG to email the committee to let them 
know when they are going to have the next meeting. 

 
 
 
 
MG (575) 

  
7e. Cider Leaflet Review  

 AB thanked everyone who gave feedback on the revised leaflet, which she has passed on to Marilyn 
at HO. The new leaflet should be printed in time for May. There won’t be a membership form on it as 
only very few have been utilised (10). Most festivals sign people up on-line using IPads now. 

 CR asked when the decision was made and why were those groups with leaflets not told? He had 
found out by other means which was very disconcerting. 

 IP will feedback APPLEs concern about the way that we heard about the membership form being 
removed from the leaflet. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
IP (576) 

  
7f. Any Other Promoting & Campaigning Business  

 A) AB’s AGM Supplement Report for 2017 appeared in April's What's Brewing.  

  
8. Cider & Perry Promotional Months  
8a. May Promotional Update  

 AB reported (via email before the meeting): 
- A memo was sent to branches in February informing them about the May Cider Promotion Month 

along with two articles on cider quality for them to use in their branch magazine should they wish.  It 
also mentioned that should we not see much increase in cider promotion during May this year, we 
will consider cancelling this event to concentrate our efforts nationally on our October Cider 
Promotion. 

- The events page on the national website has been updated for the May promotion.  Lauren Archell 
from the Communications Department at HQ has drafted a number of posts for Facebook and 
Twitter to raise awareness and encourage people to share their events with us which will start going 
live tomorrow and she will update me on their effectiveness.  She may also include a line in the 
Branch Mailout next week. 

 

  
8b. October Campaigning Angle, Branch Events, Template Articles  

 AB will need two articles by the beginning of June for the October promotional month. It was felt that 
we should try to maintain a continuous consistent approach on quality by choosing different aspects of 
quality. 

 IW offered to do an article on making cider. 

 Sally Lavender said she could write about cider tastings for novices, including off flavours. 

 

  
8c. October National Cider & Perry Trip Update  

 Paul Sanders gave us an outline plan as follows: 

 Friday evening, there is a room we can use for the meeting at the Brewery Shades, Crawley. It is in 
the GBG, is his branch (North Sussex) CPotY and does pub food. A potential alternate venue is a beer 
shop that Dark Star are opening in the High Street this summer. It would have no catering although 
Shades is close and there is a chippy down the road so we could do an order out. There are two 
hotels within five minutes walk. 

 Saturday: Pick up at either Three Bridges or Crawley, which has a coach stand. 

 Visit Wobblegate, the White Horse, Maple Hurst, for lunch, then Village Green. Wobblegate hosts 
visitors at weekends so it looks set up. Village Green is very small and will entail a walk down a lane. It 
may be possible visit JB’s orchard, although JB is very ill. 

 Linda Harris said that last year she ran a successful alternative trip to Rosie’s cider farm at the same 
time, to accommodate people whose cannot get on the national one. 

 CR suggested we could be more coordinated about publicity; if it's on the opposite side of the country. 

 Sally Lavender said that Worcestershire in 2018 is still viable and in hand. 

 SN said Sandford Orchards in 2019 is likewise still viable. 

 

  
8d. Any Other May/October Business  

 None.  

  
9. Referrals  

 None.  

  
10. Correspondence (Digest)  

 None.  
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11. National Matters Arising from RCC Reports  

 AB said that a lot of good work is going on throughout the country thanks to RCCs. 

 IP requested that reports need to be put out earlier, but CR said that the first set of RCCs reports were 
sent out 23/3/17 but some RCCs do need to send them in a lot earlier. Version 5 is the latest which 
was sent out last night. 

 GH requested that the region be displayed before the name of the person, as it is in region order. Also 
could there be a list of dates when RCCs report. 

 CR said he would share the dates with the committee. 

 
 
 

 
LT/CR (577) 
 
CR (578) 

  
12. Date and Venue of Future Meetings  

 Saturday 29
th
 July, noon, Blythe Hill Tavern, 319 Stanstead Road, Forest Hill, London SE23 1JB 

(nearest railway stations Catford / Catford Bridge). IW will circulate transport details including buses. 
[Apologies from IP and GH] 

 Friday 6
th
 October, venue TBD, possibly Crawley, West Sussex. 

 Saturday 6
th
 January, venue TBD, possibly Nottingham area. 

 
IW (579) 

  
13. Any Other Business  

 A) CR forwarded the results of the yeast count tests on 6 different “real ciders in a can” from the same 
producer before the meeting. 

 CR said that the Blackberry had a lot of dead yeast in it. There is always a possibility that there is no 
live yeast in real cider. A further indication that it is real is the bacteria in it. You can also tell by trying 
to squash the can if it is live or not. 

 APPLE notes the results with interest. CR will take the results to TAG. 

 B) AB/CR will update the APPLE remit re the number of members on the committee following the new 
appointments and re-issue it. 

 C) AB/CR will update our role description for APPLE committee members following email discussion 
on future committee appointments. 

 
 
 
 

 
CR (580) 

 
AB/CR (581) 
 
AB/CR (582) 

  
Meeting closed at 15:40.  
 
 

Actions From This Meeting 

Action Detail Who Origin 

448 Approve the questionnaire for producers by the next meeting. AB/IP 3 (Jan 16) 

483 
Contact Alexander Wright (IT director) to request somewhere to host a web-based 
form, plus all the information gathered. 

CR/AB 3 (Apr 16) 

506 
Draft a joint memo from APPLE, TAG and the Festivals Committee regarding cider 
cooling at festivals. 

CR 8 (Apr 16) 

510 Send the producers questionnaire to MRSG. AB 3 (Jun 16) 

550 
Send our final version of Producers Questionnaire to Tom Oliver (with Three 
Counties Cider Association hat) in confidence for his comments. 

ML 3 (Jan 17) 

553 
Have a serious think as to how and where we can judge speciality ciders. 
Feedback to CR. 

ALL 6b (Jan 17) 

561 
A volunteer is needed to work in the Press Office at GBBF. Inform AB if you are 
able to help. AB will inform Nik Antona of anyone interested. 

ALL 7e (Jan 17) 

565 
Confirm the date, time and venue for the award to Richard Knibbs and let the 
committee know. Sunday 14

th
 May proposed. Probably early afternoon at the 

Newton Abbot Cider Bar. 
IP 2c 

566 
Provide feedback to AB on ideas on the quality expected of cider and perry, re her 
email of 23/3/17. 

ALL 2c 

567 
CR will email the committee the relevant extracts of the APPLE and TAG 
(Technical Advisory Group) remits, with respect to cider definition responsibilities. 

CR 2c 

568 
Consider what you can do to initiate any aspects of the strategic plan as 
mentioned under item 5, and inform AB and CR. 

ALL 5 

569 
A volunteer is needed to take over the coordination of the Speciality Cider and 
Perry Competitions. Tasks would include overseeing all regional competitions, 
finding venues, ordering the ciders and perries, coordinating results. 

ALL 6b 

570 
Email RCCs to remind them that photographs need to be available for all regional 
CPOTY winners. Also to inform her which branches have taken part and whether 
or not those that didn’t considered it or not 

SN 6d 

571 Send ideas for promoting quality real cider and perry to IP and AB. ALL 7a 
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572 
Inform branch reps that Cider and Perry Facebook and Twitter accounts are now 
active. 

RCCs 7a 

573 
Email the committee and RCCs for thoughts and feedback about the cider and 
perry quality education campaign. 

CR 7a 

574 
Send the link to the committee and RCCs of the government’s consultation paper 
re the duty band for cider. 

AB 7c 

575 
Email the committee to inform them when and where the next meeting North of 
England Cider Producers Association will take place. 

MG 7d 

576 
Feedback APPLEs concern about finding out through indirect means about the 
removal of the membership form from the cider leaflet. 

IP 7e 

577 
Amend the RCCs reports to display the name of the region before the name of the 
person (as they are in region order alphabetically). 

LT/CR 11 

578 Inform the committee of a list of dates when each RCC reports ahead of meetings. CR 11 

579 Circulate transport details including buses ahead of the meeting in Catford. IW 12 

580 Take the results of the ‘Real Cider in a Can’ tests to TAG. CR 13a 

581 
Update the APPLE remit re the number of members on the committee following 
the new appointments and re-issue the document. 

AB/CR 13b 

582 
Update the role description for APPLE committee members following the email 
discussion on future committee appointments. 

AB/CR 13c 

 
 

Regional Cider Coordinators Reports 
 
Below is a summary of written reports. 
 
Central Southern, Elvis Evans (elvis.evans@btinternet.com) 

NOTE 
None of the outlets have been verified. 
I am very suspicious because, when I'm visiting pubs, very few have real cider. 
Yet, apart from Sam's report and my own, there seem to be oodles of pubs selling real cider. 
Elvis 
 
Report from Vale of the White Horse 
Afraid not much going on here in the Vale of the White Horse. Just had our Beer & Cider Festival this weekend. 
I was allowed 3 ciders and 1 perry. We had Wobbly Monk from Springfield, Roundabout from Circle, the Swindon Cider collective, one from our 
own local Charlton Cider Collective. 
The perry was from The Ross-on-Wye cider company. 
I am working my way through the pubs in our branch with a telephone survey of ciders on offer and it is a sad state of affairs. 
All the draft cider on offer so far was keg ciders with our locals in Wantage, The Shoulder of Mutton and The Royal Oak the exceptions offering 
non-keg cider. 
There is a rumour that the pub in Shippon may have something interesting on draft but I will have to check it out. 
It was pretty much a one-horse race here in the Vale for Cider Pub of the Year and yes it was Peter at the Royal Oak. 
At present, there really isn’t anyone in the Vale offering the width and breadth that he does! 
So, this is about as exciting as it gets in The Vale. I suspect nothing much will happen until the next festival. 
They are going to let me have 2 more ciders/perries next year which is great!  
Libby Thick 
 
Here are the cider details for North Oxfordshire branch. 
Producers : None in the branch of which I am aware. 

Known Pub Outlets: 
Bell Inn, Lower Heyford 
Chequers, Chipping Norton 
Crawley Inn, Crawley 
Elephant & Castle, Bloxham 
Exchange, Banbury 
Falkland Arms, Great Tew 
Fleur-De-Lis, Banbury 
Horse & Groom, Caulcott (Summer only) 
Lampet Arms, Tadmarton (Summer only) 

 
Pear Tree Inn, Hook Norton 
Penny Black, Bicester 
Plough Inn, Bicester 
Plough Inn, Finstock 
Red Lion, Chipping Norton 
Rose & Crown, Charlbury 
Rose & Crown, Shilton 
Tite Inn, Chadlington 
White Lion, Fewcott 

Martin Batts 
North Oxon CAMRA Cider Representative 
 
Here is a brief list of your requirements for the West Berkshire CAMRA area. 
PRODUCERS: 
CiderNiks (Kintbury) 
Wyatts Craft Cider (Bradfield) 
Tutts Clump (Tutts Clump) 
 
AVAILABILITY: 
The Catherine Wheel, Newbury - Up to 12 BIB & large range of bottles (from all local producers) and selected nationals i.e Orchard Pig, 
Abrahalls. 
The Cow & Cask, Newbury - Normally 2 BIB available normally 1 local & 1 national. 
The Hatchet, Newbury (Wetherspoons) - 1 BIB National. 
The 5 Bells, Wickham - Every changing range of at least 3 local BIB brews. 
The Swan, Great Shefford - 1 BIB (CiderNiks). 
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John Of Gaunt, Hungerford - 2 or 3 BIB mix of local & occasional national. 
May be a few more on the radar that I have missed & no doubt a few boozers will add for the summer months. 
Rod Holmes 
 
Berkshire South East 
Producers: No Known Producers in Berks South East. A few within the next Branch and so Local Cider but none in my area as far as I know. 
 
Real Cider Outlets in Berks SE: 
We had six outlets in our branch (out of approx 90 pubs), that were judged in our Cider Pub of the Year last month: 
 
The Old Manor - Bracknell; Two real Ciders in the back bar permanently – Just won our Cider Pub of The Year.  
The Wheelwright’s Arms – St Nicholas Hurst; One Real Cider and One Perry permanently on hand pumps, CPOTY Runner-up. 
Broad Street Tavern - Wokingham, One Real Cider on Hand Pump. 
The Crispin – Wokingham, Two or more interesting Boxed Ciders on the Bar served at Room Temperature. 
The Plough and Harrow – Warfield, One Boxed Cider on the bar served at room temperature. 
The Tally Ho – Eversley, Two permanent changing Ciders on Hand Pump, new convert to real cider & perry. 
 
The Gig House (Weatherspoon’s) – Wokingham seems to have stopped selling Real Cider. 
 
There are a few more pubs that have Real Cider in the summer and then more at Beer/Cider Festivals that some pubs hold. 
Cider Rep, Berks South East 
Mike Lee 
 
Aylesbury & Wycombe 
Producers : 
Long Crendon cider, distributed by XT brewery. 
Radnage cider, based at the Crown, Radnage. 
Chinnor cider is impossible to contact. 
There may be a producer in the Saunderton area, Chiltern brewery may have contact details. 
Outlets: 
Cross Keys, Thame. Several ciders from various makers, BiB. 
Royal Standard, Wooburn Common. Several ciders from various makers. The pub makes no distinction between real and non-real ciders. 
Belle Vue, Wycombe. Several Westons ciders. 
Crown at Radnage sell their own cider. 
Whip, Lacey Green, is now down to only one real cider when last visited. 
Hobgoblin in Wycombe, Pink & Lily in Lacey Green and Falcon in Wooburn Moor no longer appear to do real cider. 
I'm not sure about the Hop Pole in Aylesbury but there was no cider when last visited. 
Likewise the Red Squirrel in Wycombe 
The Royal Standard at Forty Green has not been visited for a long time so I can't say. 
Elvis 
 
Mid Chilterns branch 
Brian Kilbey <bk1@waitrose.com> 
 
Our only producer is Millwhites at Bourne End Farm. 
These are the pubs I believe stock cider but I have not checked them all and Wetherspoon pubs are not always reliable. 
If they keep more than one I will show that. 
 
Aldbury: Valiant Trooper. 
Amersham: Eagle, Kings Arms (usually two Westons) and Red Squirrel Brewery Shop (usually two). 
Asheridge: Blue Ball. 
Berkhamsted: Crown, Red Squirrel Brewery Shop (usually two) and Rising Sun (10 - 20). 
Bourne End: Anchor. 
Chalfont St Giles: Fox & Hounds (six last visit). 
Chartridge: Bell (Radnage cider). 
Cheddington: Three Horseshoes. 
Chesham: Black Horse Inn (two or three), Generals Arms (Six), George & 
Dragon, Jolly Sportsman, Pheasant (Summer), Queens Head(three or four Cornish Orchards) and Red Squirrel Brewery Shop (usually two). 
Coleshill: Harte & Magpies (two or three). 
Cow Roast: Cow Roast Inn - may be shut. 
Flaunden: Green Dragon - no idea what is going on here. 
Hemel Hempstead: Full House. 
Hyde Heath: Plough. 
Ley Hill: Crown. 
Little Chalfont: Craft Beer Shop (usually two). 
Little Missenden: Crown Inn (two or three). 
Marsworth: Red Lion. 
Penn Street: Squirrel. 
Potten End: Plough. 
Seer Green: Jolly Cricketers. 
Tring: Kings Arms. 
 
Oxford branch 
In terms of Oxford, cider in pubs is rare. 
You get 2 or more boxes in the Turf Tavern, Lamb and Flag, and Chequers, all in the town centre. 
Other pubs may have one but not on regularly. 
 
In terms of producers, these are the "local" ones I sourced for the last festival in October - obviously not all in our area as you will see from 
overlap with your own comments below: 
 
Ciderniks 
Cotswold Cider Company 
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Crazy Dave's Cider 
Orchard Cottage (Hitchcox) 
Red Dog 
Salt Hill 
Tutts Clump 
Upton - had a stock pile but not making any more - selling/sold orchard 
Woodley Cider 
Lambourne Valley - now stopped selling/producing 
 
Sam (and Cam and Bethany) 

 

East Anglia, Chris Rouse (chrisjrouse@yahoo.co.uk) 

Events 
Planning has stared for the East Anglian Bottled Cider Competition 2017, which will be held at Cambridge Beer Festival on Tue 23 May, at 
2.30pm. 
 
East Anglian Cider Competition 
Due to the increasing number of cider makers in East Anglia, it is becoming harder to hold the whole cider competition at Norwich Beer Festival.  
I'm therefore proposing holding preliminary panels at other festivals in East Anglia, but still holding the final panel at Norwich Beer Festival.  All 
perries will still be judged at Norwich Beer Festival. 
 
Splitting into counties makes sense.  The number of cider makers in each county (as of Nov 2016) are: 5 Bedfordshire, 14 Cambridgeshire, 9 
Essex, 3 Hertfordshire, 11 Norfolk, and 4 Suffolk.  If we apply a reduction ratio of 5 to 1 for the final panel, then the entries to the final panel from 
each county will be:1 Bedfordshire, 3 Cambridgeshire, 2 Essex, 1 Hertfordshire, 2 Norfolk, 1 Suffolk.  Which makes 10 in the final. 
 
Below are my initial suggestions for locations for preliminary panels: 
 Norwich: Final, Norfolk, Suffolk 
 Cambridge: Cambridgeshire, Bedfordshire 
 Hitchin: Hertfordshire 
 Chelmsford: Essex 
 
Chelmsford will also be hosting the East Anglian Speciality Cider & Perry Competition. 
 
Cider Pub of the Year 2017 
In East Anglia, we have a county round for Cider Pub of the Year, and a 'county cider coordinator' to gather and process scores.  The deadline for 
the county round is Sunday 16 Apr 2017 (Easter Day).  For the Regional Round, we have multiple judges. 
 
Cider Pub of the Year for each Branch: 
 North Bedfordshire: Polhill Arms, 25 Wilden Road, Renhold, Bedford, MK41 0JP, http://whatpub.com/BEN/397 
 South Bedfordshire: Black Lion, 20 High Street, Leighton Buzzard, Bedfordshire, LU7 1EA, http://whatpub.com/BES/251 
 East Bedfordshire: Engineers Arms, 68 High Street, Henlow, Bedfordshire, SG16 6AA, http://whatpub.com/BEE/210 
 Cambridge & District: Plough, 57 St. Peter's Street, Duxford, CB22 4RP, http://whatpub.com/CAM/139 
 Ely & District: Drayman's Son, 29a Forehill, Ely, Cambridgeshire, CB7 4AA, http://whatpub.com/ELY/47 
 Huntingdonshire: Oliver Cromwell, 13 Wellington Street, St Ives, PE27 5AZ, http://whatpub.com/STN/170 
 Peterborough & District: Letter B, 53-57 Church St, Whittlesey, Cambridgeshire, PE7 1DE, http://whatpub.com/PET/384 
 North Hertfordshire: Orange Tree, Norton Road, Baldock, SG7 5AW, http://whatpub.com/HEN/42 
 South Hertfordshire: Mermaid, 98 Hatfield Road, St Albans, Hertfordshire, AL1 3RL, http://whatpub.com/SHE/704 
 Watford & District: Land of Liberty Peace & Plenty, Long Lane, Heronsgate, Rickmansworth, Herts, WD3 5BS, http://whatpub.com/WAT/371 
 Herts & Essex Borders (Herts): Queens Head, Allens Green, Sawbridgeworth, Herts, CM21 0LS, http://whatpub.com/HEB/13 
 Herts & Essex Borders (Essex): Woodbine Inn, Honey Lane, Waltham Abbey, Essex, EN9 3QT, http://whatpub.com/HEB/11457 
 Chelmsford & Mid Essex: Compasses, Littley Green, Essex, CM3 1BU, http://whatpub.com/CME/10526 
 Colchester & North East Essex: Odd One Out, 28 Mersea Road, Colchester, Essex, CO2 7ET, http://whatpub.com/COL/10847 
 Maldon and Dengie: Carpenters' Arms, 33 Gate Street, Maldon, Essex, CM9 5QF, http://whatpub.com/DEN/10473 
 North West Essex: NONE 
 South East Essex: Mawson's, 781 Southchurch Road, Southend-on-Sea, SS1 2PP, http://whatpub.com/ESE/11550 
 South West Essex: NONE 
 Tendring: Ship, 35 Walton Road, Kirby-le-Soken, CO13 0DT, http://whatpub.com/TND/11017 
 Ipswich & East Suffolk: Dove Street Inn, 76 St Helen's St, Ipswich, IP4 2LA, http://whatpub.com/SUF/458 
 North East Suffolk: Mariner's Rest, 60-62 Rotterdam Rd, Lowestoft, NR32 2HA, http://whatpub.com/WAV/675 
 West Suffolk: White Horse Inn, Mill Green, Edwardstone, Sudbury, CO10 5PX, http://whatpub.com/WSB/252 
 Mid Anglia (Suffolk): NONE 
 Mid Anglia (Norfolk): Bell, 52 Low Road, Wortwell, IP20 0HH, http://whatpub.com/NOR/1202 
 Norwich & Norfolk: White Lion, 73 Oak Street, Norwich, Norfolk, NR3 3AQ, http://whatpub.com/NOR/841 
 West Norfolk: NONE 
 
Producers 
The presentations to Pickled Pig for coming 3rd in the East Anglian Bottled Perry Competition 2016, took place on Tue 17 Jan 2017. 
 
The presentation to Ken Woolley of Harleston Cider, Harleston, for winning the East Anglian Perry Competition 2016, was presented at the 
National Winter Ales Festival in Norwich on Tue 21 Feb 2017. 
 

 

 

East Midlands, Chris Gascoyne (ciderchris82@gmail.com) 

Cider Pub of the Year 
Nearly the same number of East Midlands branches have participated as per last year. Looking good for another close competition! Full list as 
follows: 
Grimsby - Signal Box Inn, Cleethorpes 
Dronfield and District - Travellers Rest, Apperknowle 
Chesterfield - Arkwright Arms, Sutton cum Duckmanton 
Derby - Babington Arms (JDW) 
Burton and South Derbyshire - Black Horse, Coton in the Elms 

http://whatpub.com/BEN/397
http://whatpub.com/BES/251
http://whatpub.com/BEE/210
http://whatpub.com/CAM/139
http://whatpub.com/ELY/47
http://whatpub.com/STN/170
http://whatpub.com/PET/384
http://whatpub.com/HEN/42
http://whatpub.com/SHE/704
http://whatpub.com/WAT/371
http://whatpub.com/HEB/13
http://whatpub.com/HEB/11457
http://whatpub.com/CME/10526
http://whatpub.com/COL/10847
http://whatpub.com/DEN/10473
http://whatpub.com/ESE/11550
http://whatpub.com/TND/11017
http://whatpub.com/SUF/458
http://whatpub.com/WAV/675
http://whatpub.com/WSB/252
http://whatpub.com/NOR/1202
http://whatpub.com/NOR/841
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Nottingham - Doctors Orders, Carrington 
Vale of Belvoir (Notts) - Wheatsheaf, Bingham 
Vale of Belvoir (Leics) - Geese and Fountain, Croxton Kerrial 
Leicester - Old Horse 
Hinckley - Pestle and Mortar 
Northamptonshire - Early Doors, Daventry 
Newark - Vaults 
Grantham - Apple Tap 
Fenland - Red Lion, Stickford 
Peterborough - Smith's of Bourne 

 

Greater London, Ian White (whiteik@talk21.com) 

Events 
London Amateur Cider Maker - Friday 10th March 
London Drinker Beer & Cider Festival 
This festival solely featured Beers from London Breweries, the organizer (Christine Cryne) decided to try and have something London cider wise, 
Decided on a completion for amateur cider makers 
 4 entrants, with 6 different ciders. 
Quite a bit of tweets and social media was done to cast the net wide  
See Appendix 1 for the press release  
 
Wassailing 
Two Doves Bromley common excellent as usual compete with a Mummers play 
One Tree Hill Allotments more attendee participation this year.  
 
Pub cider festival  
The Williams Ale & Cider House Artillery Lane Whitechapel E1 7LS 
Having another cider festival 20 to 24th March 17 
Awaiting report. 
 
Future Events and festivals 
Bromley London cider fest  
13th May 2017 
Return of successful one day event. Flyer attached. 
 
Platform Cider bar 
21-23 April 2017 

The world's smallest cider festival, in a DIY pop up bar. Ridgway Road, SW9 7AH,  Brixton/Loughborough Junction                  
  
Cider Pub of the Year 
Have branch nominations in so arranging judging. 
 
Pub 
The Albion Kingston   
recently taken over by the people who run The Antelope in Surbition, so selection of ciders on handpumps and welcome addition to the area. 
 https://whatpub.com/pubs/KIN/6889/albion-kingston 
 
Branch News 
None received 
 
Other News 
London Branch Cider reps Mtg 
Scheduled to take palace on Tuesday 28th March. 

 

Greater Manchester, Mike Gilroy (mikegilroy17@yahoo.co.uk) 

The North of England Cider & Perry Competition 
Cider 
1st; SiDa "Maxonian Mist" 
2nd; Udders Orchard "Whisky Cast Cider" 
Perry 
1st; La Cantina "Yesterdays Dreams" 
 
North of England Cider Makers Association 
The first ever meeting held at Manchester Beer & Cider Festival went really well! 
 
Manchester Beer & Cider Festival 2017 
From the bar managers report; 
Conclusion. A successful cider bar with the largest selection of ciders (including an increased quantity of real fruit flavoured ciders) and perrys on 
sale at the Manchester festival, 89 in total. Hosting the CAMRA North of England Cider and Perry Competition, at the festival on the Friday, 
enabled us to offer for sale the largest selection of North of England ciders and perrys ever seen together anywhere in the world A total of 26 
different ciders and perrys from 15 different producers were available. 
Many thanks to all staff involved. 
 
Upcoming festivals 
Oldham; 31st March - 1st April 
Bolton; 27th - 29th April 
Stockport; 1st - 3rd June 
 
CAMRA Greater Manchester Cider Pubs of the Year 2017 
Bolton: Bank Top Brewery Bar, 68-70 Belmont Road, Astley Bridge, Bolton. BL1 7AN. Tel; (01204) 302837 Presentation; 
Central Manchester: Bar Fringe, 8 Swan Street, City Centre, Manchester. M4 5JN. Tel; (0161) 835 3815 Presentation; April? 
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High Peak, Tameside and North East Cheshire: Samuel Oldknow, 22 Market Street, Marple. SK6 7AD. Tel; 07766 301627 
Presentation; Saturday 25th March? (+ 1st anniversary party) 
Rochdale, Oldham and Bury: Trackside, Bolton Street Station, E.L.R. Bury. BL9 0EY. Tel; (0161) 764 6461 Presentation; 
Salford: New Oxford, 11 Bexley Square, Salford. M3 6DB. Tel; (0161) 832 7082 Presentation; 
South East Lancashire: NONE 
Stockport and South Manchester: Railway, 1 Avenue Street, Portwood, Stockport. SK1 2BZ. Tel; (0161) 429 6062 Presentation; Saturday 18th 
March 8pm (+ 10 year anniversary party) 
Trafford and Hulme: Sip Club, 164A Barton Road, Stretford. M32 8DP. Tel; 07903 310125 Presentation; 
Wigan: Wigan Central, Arch No. 1, Queen Street, Wigan. WN3 4DY. Tel; (01942) 246425 Presentation; Done 04/03/2017 

 

Kent, Linda Thompson (linda_a_thompson@yahoo.co.uk) 

Events 
12

th
 Planet Thanet Easter Beer Festival: Good Friday 14

th
 & Saturday 15

th
 April 2017 

Winter Gardens, Fort Crescent, Margate, Kent CT9 1 HX. There will be approximately 66 ciders and 14 perries from Kent and elsewhere. 
 
May Cider Promotion Month 
Tonbridge Old Fire Station Cider Festival in conjunction with West Kent CAMRA: late May Bank Holiday weekend 
With approximately 24 local ciders (Kent & East Sussex). It will be run in conjunction with the Tonbridge Food Festival. 
 
National Cider & Perry Championships 2017: Kent rounds 
I will be holding the Kent rounds of the conventional and the speciality competitions at the Kent Beer Festival 20

th
 - 22

nd
 July 2017. 

 
Cider Pub of the Year 
National Cider & Perry Pub of the Year 2017: Kent round 
I am very pleased to say that for the first time I have a full house of 9 branch winners, as follows: Smugglers’ Arms, New Romney; Thomas Tallis, 
Canterbury; Thirsty Scarecrow, Dover; George & Dragon, Swanscombe; Cellars Alehouse, Maidstone; Past & Present, Gillingham; Admiral's 
Arm, Queenborough; Mind the Gap, Broadstairs; Pantiles Tap, Tunbridge Wells. 
I will be declaring separate East Kent and West winners for the first time, before deciding on an overall Kent winner. 
 
Pub 
WhatPub Cider Pubs 
According to WhatPub the number of pubs selling Real Cider in Kent is now 253, an increase of 12 over the year. 
 
Producers 
I attended a meeting of seven Kent producers a month ago who discussed forming a Kent group. Five others also expressed an interest but were 
unable to attend. 
 
From that meeting I learnt that a few other Kent producers are ceasing production. More details next time but if anyone needs more information 
beforehand then please contact me privately. 
 
From my West Kent branch cider rep, Keith Ennis: 
Turners Cider are doing some collaborations with Ascension Cider Co. Ascension has been set up by Matt Billing who was one half of Seacider, 
Sussex. I don't think he has made any cider yet so has teamed up with Phil to do some weird stuff. See https://twitter.com/AscensionCider . 

 

Merseyside and Cheshire, Linda Harris (ciderandperry@gmail.com) 

Wirral  
Wirral have appointed a new Cider officer called Jan. Gareth is new branch chair 
Dave Goodwin has stepped down, their is no Apple report  
But the branch have been active, they have submitted a cider pub for me to judge in the regional round  
 
Liverpool.  Steve Burks  
The new edition of MerseyAle is due to come out  
And Steve makes sure their is a cider page with all relevant news  
Liverpool had their festival mid February , very successful  
32 bag in boxes on the cider bar, just a couple left  
The cider of the festival was Sea cider from Sussex  
Steve has been working with the new branch young persons officer  
They are discussing an event linked with the Liverpool university  
Steve is working with Mosley Hill  Athletic club, their event is 21. To 23 April 2017  
Liverpool have submitted an entry for the regional round  
 
Chester And South Clwyd.  Linda Harris  
At the moment their huge problems on the Wirral with public transport  
I am unable to attend at    Chester at the moment  
This will be resolved later in the year  
But I know Chester are always busy, and have submitted cider pubs for  
Chester city and South Clwyd 
 
Halton  David Grey  
The Lion in Runcorn, and the Royal Oak in Weston Village , both continue to stock draft Ciders the demand is increasing at local beer festivals , 
But in this area the number of  
Cider outlets remain small  
 
SouthPort.  no Cider officer  
I received a report from their Branch chair that they could not submitted a cider  
Outlet for me to judge in my regional round, because no one drinks cider  
So the branch did not know of a cider pub  
I did write an article in the branch magazine , Ale  and Hearty, about the  
Cross House in Form by and their excellent range of ciders  
Macclesfield will have their beer festival in May, which is good for  
Cider in May and also Mild in May  
 

https://twitter.com/AscensionCider
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Macclesfield.   Tony and Barbra Icke 
The poachers inn in Bollington giving a range of real ciders  
Most other cider outlets , just have one to offer  
Not much real cider or Perry in winter times in this area  
Macclesfield have submitted a cider pub for me to judge in the regional round  
 
St Helens.   Sandy Gavin  
This branch are having problems at the moment, they need are support from  
All branches in are area, Sandy remains loyal and busy in the branch  
He has an assistant in the branch Joanne Griffiths, who has been great support to Sandy They are holding a cider tasting at The Cricketers on 
Good Friday  
They have summited a cider pub for me to judge in the regional round  
 
All branches have been remind about Cider in May, and of course I will be available to  
Help and support where necessary , Macclesfield will have their beer festival in May  
I helped at Liverpool beer festival, I covered six shifts on the cider and Perry bar  
I will start Regional judging Mid April , and the winner will be announced late  
We are planning another trip to Rosies cider farm in Wrexham later on in the year  
As an alternative trip to the national cider trip, to accommodate people who miss out  

 

North East, Bill Wilkinson, (williamhwilkinson@hotmail.com) 

Cider Pub of the Year 
All North East branches have once again nominated entries into the competition. They are; 
Tyneside & Northumberland: Free Trade, Byker and Tannery, Hexham. 
Sunderland & South Tyneside: Marine, South Shields and Ship Isis, Sunderland. 
Durham (inc Wear Valley): Station House, Durham City and Black Lion, Wolsingham (current regional Cider POTY). 
Darlington: Old Vic, Darlington and Strathmore Arms, Holwick, Middleton-in-Teesdale. 
Cleveland: Green Hops, Billingham. 
 
Producers 
I have to announce that Davisons of Stakeford in Northumberland have ceased cider production. The last of their stock was on sale in the Free 
Trade, Byker late last year. I will particularly miss their dry ciders as the customer preference in this area is for sweet ciders. 
By my reckoning this now means that the North East is the only CAMRA region without an active cider maker. 
 
Branch News 
Cleveland branch cider officer Dicky Dale stood down from his post at their recent AGM. I would like to place on record my thanks for the sterling 
work he carried out and the spread of real cider into darkest Teeside tended to follow his quest of visiting every pub in the branch to update 
information about whether or not they sold real cider. Cleveland branch are currently seeking his replacement. 
 
Tyneside & Northumberland branch also currently don’t have a cider officer in place. However, following their branch AGM last week the acting 
branch chairman informs me that someone at the meeting indicated interest in filling the post and I’ve advised the chairman to put the member in 
touch with me. 

 

Scotland & N Ireland, Jim Brande (jimthejambo33@gmail.com) 

I contacted all branches in the area some months ago letter below 
Dear Branch Contact 
Having taken over as Scotland and Northern Ireland Co-Ordinator for Apple, I am in the process of finding my feet and gauge interest from the 
various branches. 
I would find it very helpful if you could answer a few questions so I can establish some records for further use. 
1) Does your branch have an appointed cider representative? If so could you supply me with name and contact details. 
2) Do you have a Cider Pub of the Year. If not I would recommend this as a good way of possibly getting a local pub onside with an award. 
3) If awarding a Cider Pub of the Year could you please inform me of the recipient no later than Saturday 4

th
 March so I can organise regional 

judging. 
4) Do you have a list of outlets for cider in your branch area? If so could I have a copy please. 
5) Do you have a list of cider makers in your branch area. If so could you let me know of any. 
I will be at the next Scottish Branches meeting in Nairn if you would like to discuss anything. 
 
All branches bar two replied but only two have cider reps in place an three nominted a POTY. 
 
At the meeting in Nairn I urged branches to think again on the issue of cider and was given backing and encouragement by new SNID Sarah 
Bellis and by representative from HQ Alexander Wright. 
 
I fully intend to keep pushing away and get something substantial built up. 
 
Unfortunately I have too much on my plate at the Kingdom of Fife festival to organise a Champion Cider of Scotland so I have asked Alistair Boyd 
if he will do it at Glasgow again this year and he has agreed. 
 
Have identified two new producers and one new agency in Scotland 
Andrews Ales, Cummertrees Dumfriesshire producing Red Gauntlet Cider 
Steihead Cider Auldgirth Dumfriesshire producing 3 ciders 
Hard Pressed Cider agency based in Edinburgh. 

 

Wales, Chris Charters (chris@outdoor-sport.u-net.com) 

“Cellar Door” Cider Micro Pub 
Progress continues on “The Cellar Door” Paul’s micro pub in Newport. After a delay with the planning permission, and transferring the lease. 
Work started the second week of March to convert the site from a futurist IT shop, to a premises more suitable for a traditional style parlour pub. 
The building dates from about 1820s and hidden behind two layers of wall boarding, a suspended ceiling, and digging out two layers of bricked up 
fire place we were back to the original fabric of the 1820s. 
 
It is intend to decorate the premises in this early Victorian style with a coal effect fire, a match boarding wainscot dado, picture rail, and 
compatible wall decorations. The bar will be oak with a beech counter top, and tradition bar hand pumps. On a stillage at the back of the bar will 
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be 8 ciders and perries. It is intended to be predominantly a cider pub, but there will be 3 real ales for the uninitiated.  
 
It is hoped to be open for May!!!???   
 
Thatcher’s Cider 
Thatcher’s Cider are looking to promote their cider into mid and North Wales, I was invited by their rep Elliot Lynn to take a small group of us to 
visit their premises at Sandford. 
Dave Gill, Radnor CAMRA; Andy Hallet, Hallett’s Cider; Paul, and I, all had a very enjoyable day. We sampled the draft ciders coming online in 
the next mouths, I was surprised to hear that Thatcher’s are discontinuing their Heritage Cider, a medium cider with a lower ABV of 4.9%. This is 
one of their most popular Ciders around the pubs of South, Mid Wales, and West Midlands, mainly because of it being a lower AVG compared to 
their other draft ciders which are 6%, so people can drink a little more of Heritage with the further advantage that it usually sells the same as the 
other Thatcher’s draft ciders from approximately £2.30 to £3.00 a pint.  
Thatcher’s are also increasing and changing their range of bottled ciders, and are continuing to increase their draft cider containers from poly 
kegs to bag in box. 
We were not part of a normal tour party, as we all had a good knowledge of cider, Elliot himself took us round, which included areas that a normal 
tour party would not see, it was a very informative visit, where we were looked after very well, and we thank Elliot and Thatcher’s for an excellent 
day. 
 
Forthcoming Events 
We have a new venue for Mayday after the problems of the Llandrindod Wells Pavilion last year.  
 
The Conservative Club were we have our branch meeting ask us to run a beer & cider festival Friday 29

th
 April – 1

st
 May. It will be at the front of 

the building and the in the bar area of the club with a selection of real ales and ciders on offer. 
 
Drinks Wales has booked in at The Royal Welsh Spring Fair is on Saturday 20

th
 – Sunday 21

st
 May. This year it is being organised by Buster of 

Brecon Brewing, who has asked us to run the cider bar in-conjunction with other breweries, and drinks stalls of wines, & spirits of Drinks Wales. 
We hope it will be as successful as last year were we had the busiest bar in the drink hall and nearly ran out of cider. This year the drinks section 
is being set up in the sheep shearing shed!!!???? 
 
Friday 26

th
 – Monday 28

th
 May Spring Bank Holiday is The Welsh Perry Cider Society Festival at Caldicot Castle. We are again assisting with pop 

up bars and general running of the event. 
 
The “Big Pit” is having a Heritage Event Sunday 18

th
 June and in-conjunction with The Welsh Perry Cider Society we have been asked to assist 

with a cider bar at the event 
 
Hereford CAMRA “Beer on the Wye” is Friday 7

th
 – Sunday 9th July we shall be assisting them with a loan of our pop up bars for the cider area, 

and help on with the general running of the event 
 
 “All Wales Beer & Cider Festival” Friday 15

th
 – Sunday 17

th
 September. Has had some interesting points I soon realised The Methodist Religion 

is still very much alive in this part of Wales as I tried for a venue at the Welshpool Town Hall, no alcohol allowed on Sundays, the grounds of the 
Leisure Centre and High School at Llanfair Caereinon “we don’t want that diamond drink on our property” 
 
However there were several of the local town council, Powys county council, and the steam railway who are very supportive of the event so we 
are progressing slowly. 
Charles the manager of the Welshpool Steam Railway. Wants the festival to go ahead, but has questions and concerns about security, and 
stewarding. (Why is it the general populace has the idea that a Beer & Cider Festival has to be like football supporters drunken orgy?) 
However to plicate Charles’s concerns, I am taking him to The 38th Burton & South Derbyshire Beer and Cider Festival on Thursday 30

th
 or 

Friday 31
st
 March to see how a CAMRA event operates, and we can press the GO button. 

 
The plan is to have a tented bar at the Welshpool station end, which would also house the camping site, food & auxiliary sales stands, this would 
probably the busiest of event being the larger town. There would also be a tented bar at the Llanfair Caereinon station with the entertainment 
section, food and auxiliary sales stands. With the steam railway offing transport between the two. 

 

South West, Bob Southwell (ecosochistoryman@hotmail.co.uk) 

Events 
Bristol Beer Festival 23-25 March and 40 ciders and perries mainly from Somerset, South Wales, Southern England and South Midlands. Bristol 
is ideally situated in that respect unlike other beer festivals further to the South West. I shall be there on Friday and will chase up the lack of a 
CPoTY from Bristol branch 
 
Cider Pub of the Year 
Entries have been very slow and still chasing up some miscreants with only one entry received by the official closing date. 
So far I received the following: 

Stables Bar, Falmouth (Cornwall) 
Fortescue (Plymouth) 
Ye Olde Cider Bar, Newton Abbot (South Devon) 
New Inn, Roborough (North Devon) 

Olde Fire House, Exeter (Exeter and East Devon) 
Pebbles Bar, Watchet (Somerset) 
Glue Pot (Swindon) 
 

 
Still waiting on Bristol, North West Wiltshire and Gloucester Branches 
 
Pub 
St Austell are now distributing Skreach cider from St Bunyan near Penzance as witnessed by its appearance at the Blue Anchor, Teignmouth 
and was superb. Also on sale were ciders from Lyme Bay 
 
Branch News 
Presentation to the  Cider Bar in Newton Abbot for branch Cider Pub of the Year will be on Tuesday 2

nd
 May and a cider and cheese night will be 

held there later in the year 
 
Other News 
Received an email from James McIlwraith from Courtenay Ciders of Sampford Courtenay who is trying to get the name  ‘Devon Cider’  to be 
designated as a ‘protected designation of origin’ as made only in Devon from Devon apples. Given Brexit the existing designations will almost 
certainly be lost with anybody able to call any old pasty Cornish! 
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Surrey & Sussex, Paul Sanders (paul.s.sanders@btinternet.com) 

Events 
Held Regional cider competition at Sussex Branches Beer & Cider Festival. There were 10 entries. The winner was Black Pig Medium, runner up 
was POOKHILL 2016 Vintage s.v. Dabinett cider. 
 
Cider Pub of the Year 
Nominations for regional cider pub are in and evaluation for the regional winner ought to be complete by the end of April. 
 
Producers 
In compiling the cider order for SBBCF I contacted most of the producers in the region, some were not in a position to supply the festival. 

 

Wessex & Channel Isles, Nigel Firth (nigelfirth@yahoo.co.uk) 

Festivals 
The following non-CAMRA Festivals are/were due to sell cider:- 
Westy Beer Festival, West End Centre, Queens Road, Aldershot, GU11 3JD. 13-14 January.  
Ashcroft Ale Festival, Ashcroft Arts Centre, Osborn Road, Fareham PO16 7DX. 28 January. 
Alton Winter Beer Festival, Alton College, Old Odiham Road, Alton GU34 2LX. 24-25 February. 
Petersfield Beer & Cider Festival, Petersfield Festival Hall, Heath Road, Petersfield, Hampshire GU31 4EA. 24-25 February.  
Cleveland Bay, Chandler's Ford, Pilgrims Close, Chandler's Ford, Hampshire SO53 4ST. 10-12 March. 
Barrels & Beer, St Michael Square/Tudor House, Southampton, Hampshire SO14 2AD. 13 March. 15 May. 10 July. Guided walks past some 
historic pubs, ending in The Dancing Man (the historic Grade I listed Wool House) for sampling including cider. Meet 18:55 for 19:00 set off, 1 
hour walk plus 1 hour tasting session, cost £19.95. 
Southsea Beerex, Wedgewood Rooms, 147b Albert Road, Southsea, Portsmouth, Hampshire PO4 0JW. 31 March-1 April. 
18th Wickham Charity Beer Festival, The Wickham Centre, Mill Lane, Wickham, Nr. Fareham, Hampshire PO17 5AL. 8 April. 
8th Big Bournemouth Beer Festival, Purbeck Hall, Bournemouth International Centre, Exeter Road, Bournemouth, Dorset BH2 5BH. 14-16 
April.  
Overton Firkins & Fizz, St. Mary's Hall, High St, Overton, Hampshire RG25 3HA. 21-22 April. The fizz is prosecco, not cider, although there’ll be 
cider too, apparently!! 
Parkstone Trades & Labour Club, Woodlands Hall, 485 Ashley Rd, Poole, Dorset BH14 0BB. 21-22 April.  
The Crofton, Hill Head Beer Festival, 48 Crofton Lane, Hill Head, Fareham, Hampshire PO14 3QF. 21-23 April. 
Red Shoot Inn Beer And Cider Festival, Tom's Lane, Linwood, New Forest, Hampshire BH24 3QT.  
15th Portchester Beer Festival, Portchester Community Centre, Westlands Grove, Portchester, Hampshire PO16 9AD. 22 April. 
St. Mary's Church May Fayre, Fratton Road, Fratton, Portsmouth, Hampshire. 1 May. 
Non-CAMRA event but predominantly staffed by CAMRA volunteers. All profits are donated to the church.  
Hatch Warren Cider Festival, Hatch Warren Community Centre, Longcross Lane, Hatch Warren, Basingstoke, Hampshire RG22 4XF. 6 May.  
Beer, Bricks and Buses, Brickworks Museum, Swanwick Lane, Swanwick, Hampshire SO31 7HB. 13 May.  
Churchill Arms Beer & Bikes Festival, Churchill Arms, Daggons Road, Alderholt, Dorset SP6 3AA. 28 May. 
Alton Summer Beer Festival, Alton College, Old Odiham Road, Alton, Hampshire GU34 2LX. 2-3 June. 
Red Shoot Inn, Tom's Lane, Linwood, New Forest, Hampshire BH24 3QT. 30 June – 2 July. 
 
The following CAMRA Festivals are/were due to sell cider:- 
20

th
 Salisbury Winterfest, Royal British Legion Club, 11 Endless Street, Salisbury SP1 1DL. 27th & 28th January 2017 

25th Gosport Winterfest, Thorngate Halls, Bury Road, Gosport PO12 3PX. 24-25 February. 
7

th
 Winchester Beer & Cider Festival, Winchester Guildhall, High Street, Winchester SO23 9GH. 17-18 March.     

37
th

 Salisbury Beerex, Salisbury Arts Centre, Bedwin Street, Salisbury, Wiltshire SP1 3UT. 16-17 June.  
18th Devizes Beer Festival, The Wharf, Devizes, Wiltshire SN10 1EB. 1 July. 
 
Gosport Winterfest 24-25 February had 13 ciders and 7 perries from Hampshire, Surrey, West Sussex, Dorset, Devon, Somerset, Herefordshire, 
Wales and Yorkshire, including Eastern-style ciders. 
 
Other Events:- 
Portsmouth Victorian Festival Of Christmas, Portsmouth Historic Dockyard, Visitor Centre, Victory Gate, HM Naval Base, Portsmouth PO1 
3LJ. 25-27 November. Various cider stalls including Gwatkins. 
 
Pub News 
Wessex and CI Branches CPOTY 2017:- 
Heart of Wessex - Unicorn Inn, Bayford, Wincanton, Somerset BA9 9NL - current National CPOTY 
East Dorset - Firkin Shed, 279 Holdenhurst Rd, Bournemouth, Dorset BH8 8BZ 
Salisbury and South Wiltshire - The Cuckoo Inn, Hamptworth Road, Hamptworth, Salisbury, Wiltshire SP5 2DU 
Portsmouth and South East Hampshire - Lawrence Arms, 63 Lawrence Road, Southsea, Portsmouth, Hampshire PO5 1NU 
 
Wessex and CI CPOTY 2016 - Unicorn, Bayford - Heart Of Wessex 
National CPOTY - The Unicorn Inn, Bayford, Wincanton. This was the third time in 9 years that the pub I chose as Wessex and CI Regional 
CPOTY has gone on to win the National title, after the Square and Compass at Worth Matravers and the Castle Inn, West Lulworth. 
 
New Inn, Windsor Castle, both in Gosport now selling real cider.   
Portsmouth and South East Hampshire Branch CPOTY 2016, Leopold Tavern, Portsmouth, closed in February 2017 owing to a massive rent rise 
from Ei/Enterprise.    
 
Producer News  
Mr Whiteheads Cider Company source apples from local orchards such as the Blackmoor Farm Estate in Selborne and Hill Farm in Swanmore, 
and also have 5000 of their own trees, having planted 1250 a year for the past four years. They have orchard room for another 1000 trees, so 
when they’re all planted and matured in 3-4 years’ time they will own 6000 trees, which will produce about 100 tonnes of apples a year.  
Another source of apples for Mr Whitehead’s is the public, who donated 40 tonnes of fruit last year from private gardens, and in return they were 
provided with free cider and apple juice.   
 
Branch News 
The 22nd Portsmouth Cider Crawl (9

th
 Summer Crawl) took place on Saturday 16

th
 July 2016. Twelve people spent nine hours visiting eight pubs.   

On the 22 Portsmouth cider crawls we have visited 32 different real cider pubs - IKB, Tap, King Street Tavern, Hole In The Wall, Barley Mow, 
Florence Arms, Apsley House, Sir Loin of Beef, Eastney Cellars, Old Oyster House, Cider House, Taswell Arms, Eastfield Hotel, Artillery Arms, 
Leopold, White Swan, Eldon Arms, Wine Vaults, Lord Palmerston, Goose At The V&A, Lawrence, Old House At Home, Eastney Tavern, Globe 
Inn (ex-Fat Fox), Fawcett Inn, Jean Jacques, Nell Gwynne, Phoenix, Froddington Arms, Trafalgar, Wave Maiden and Northcote, plus the Portsea 
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Island Beer Festival and Portsmouth University Students Union Bar, and a lot of these still sell real cider. 
 
Branch Cider Reps:-  
Steve Garrett (new Rep), Salisbury and South Wiltshire.  
Jez Howat, professional cidermaker, proprietor of 146 Cider Company, South Hampshire. 
Alex Bardswell, West Dorset 
 
Wessex Region Database of cider producers, as below:-  
Hampshire 
Mr Whiteheads Cider Company, Colemore, Alton, Hampshire  
New Forest Cider, Burley, Hampshire 
146 Cider Company, Hedge End, Hampshire 
Meon Valley Cider, West Meon, Hampshire 
Chalkdown Cider, Andover Down, Hampshire 
Shiny Barrel, Aldershot, Hampshire 
 
Isle of Wight 
Brickfield Equestrian Centre, Binstead, Isle of Wight – Not sure if still producing 
 
Dorset 
Castle Cider (Dorset Honey and Cider Co), Whitchurch Canonicorum, Bridport, Dorset.  
Cider By Rosie, Winterborne Houghton, Dorset 
Kingcombe Valley Cider, Dorset   
Lulworth Skipper, Wareham, Dorset 
Dorset Piddle Brewery, Piddlehinton, Dorchester, Dorset – Do not produce their own cider, obtained from Mark Rogers of Muckleford, Dorset 
and re-badged Ciddle Cider.  
Dorset Brewing Company, Dorchester, Dorset – Same arrangement as for Dorset Piddle Brewery but use Purbeck Cider Company. 
Dorset Nectar, Waytown, Bridport, Dorset 
Marshwood Vale Cider, Bettiscombe, Bridport, Dorset 
Twisted Cider, Longburton, Dorset 
Bo Bridles Cider, Stour Row, Shaftesbury, Dorset – Also produce a perry. 
West Milton Cider Co, West Milton, Bridport, Dorset 
Purbeck Cider Company, Kingston, Wareham, Dorset 
Lawrence’s Cider, Corton Denham, Sherborne, Dorset 
Dorset Orchards, Bridport, Dorset – Owned by Palmers Brewery in association with Sheppy’s 
Copse House Cider, Sandley, Dorset 
Cranborne Chase Cider, Blandford Forum, Dorset 
Talbot Harris Cider, Burton Bradstock, Bridport, Dorset 
Twinways Cyder/Rogers’ Cider, Melplash, Bridport, Dorset  
Dorset Star, Chalmington, near Dorchester, Dorset 
Sherborne Cider, Sherborne, Dorset 
 
I believe Godshill Cider, Isle of Wight, filter their cider. 
Place of Interest: Mill House Cider and Clock Museum, Owermoigne, near Dorchester, Dorset. 
 
Many thanks to Dickie Hambridge, Alex Bardswell, Jam Well, Andy Brown, Tony Egerton, Paul Smith, Graeme Hilton, Jez Howat, Dave Atkins, 
Martyn Constable and Southern Hampshire CAMRA branch for information, and Mike Ward and Paul Smith for cider pub surveys. 

 

West Midlands, Sally Lavender & Jules Evans (sally.lavender@virgin.net and jeffandjules@aol.com) 

Events –  
Regional Cider Meetings on Friday May 12

th
 and Friday October 20th 

Shropshire Cider Trail Saturday July 8th 
Producer Presentations on April 20

th
 in Hereford 

Cider Pub of the Year – currently King’s Ditch Tamworth 
Judging for the County Competitions has now commenced. There are competitions in Warwickshire, West Midlands, Marches and Staffordshire.  
Worcestershire was automatically decided as there was one nomination. 
 
Branch News 
Ian Jenkins has taken over as Cider Officer for Wolverhampton Branch after the sad loss of Martin Witherford 
 
Other News 
Regional Cider Competition will be held at Bromsgrove, Perry at Hereford. 

 

West Pennines, Vanessa Gledhill (vanessa.gledhill@yahoo.co.uk) 

The West Pennines branches CPotY winners are as follows: 
Central Lancs - Shepherds Ale House, Chorley 
East Lancs - Number 39, Darwen 
Blackpool, Fylde, & Wyre - Fifteens, Lytham St Annes 
Lunesdale - no nomination received 
lsle of Man - they have decided not to make a nomination 
West Cumbria - Woolpack Inn, Eskdale 
Westmorland - The Mortal Man, Troutbeck 
Furness - Prince of Wales, Foxfield 
Solway - The Woodrow Wilson (Wetherspoons), Carlisle 

 

West & East Yorkshire, Christine Jane (janicejaneuk@yahoo.co.uk) 

Nothing to report for me in West and East Yorkshire 

 

South & North Yorkshire, Andrew Hamilton (scrumpyguzzler@outlook.com) 

 

 


