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INTERNAL MEMORANDUM 
 

 
 
 

Please find below the minutes of the January APPLE Committee meeting. 
 
 
Summary of Key Points 
 

 New Committee Member: Linda Thompson (Kent RCC) has joined the committee. 

 Producer List, Database and Website: We have an outline plan for building a database with the information 
that will be of value.  We will release the limited information we currently have. 

 National Cider and Perry Championships 2016: Will be taking place at Reading as usual but at a new 
venue, Christchurch Meadows. 

 Branch Cider Campaigning Award 2016: No nominations were received so there will be no award in 2016. 

 Awards: It was decided to do away with the Branch Cider Campaigning Award. Everything will come through 
one award and it will be decided what the ‘sub-category’ of ‘a’ Pomona Award will be. 

 Members' Weekend and AGM: There will be a trip to the Regional Cider Pub of the year, the Cricketers 
Arms, Peter Street, St Helens. It is also hoped to be able to hold a cider and perry awareness / tutored cider 
and perry tasting aimed at non-cider drinkers, hopefully branch chairmen or other officers. 

 Cider Duty/Exemption: We hope to arrange a meeting with the head of unit in charge of excise duty in the 
European Commission. 

 Strategy Exercise: As a result of a strategy exercise, we will implement ideas to improve how the committee 
operates. We also agreed a mission statement ”To promote the continued existence of real cider and perry 
and the places in which to drink it”. It was also clear that we will need to have another strategy exercise. 

 May 2016 Cider & Perry Promotion Month: Plans are underway. 

 National Cider & Perry Trip 2016: We intend to have the trip in Cornwall on Saturday 8
th
 October 2016. 

 
Action Decisions Required (from the NE) 
 

 None. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Andrea Briers 
Chair of CAMRA’s Cider and Perry Committee (APPLE)   

To:  APPLE Committee 

 
From:  Andrea Briers 

 
CC:  NE; RDs; RCCs. 
 
Subject:  Minutes of the APPLE Committee Meeting, January 2016 
 
Date:  4

th
 March 2016 

 
Status:  For Information 
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CAMRA INTERNAL CORRESPONDENCE 
NOT FOR DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE CAMRA 

 
Minutes of the APPLE Committee, Saturday 9th January 2016, noon 

Admiral Benbow, 24 Swan Hill, Shrewsbury, SY1 1NF 
 

 
Committee present: Andrea Briers [ABr], Gillian Hough [GH], Phil Kempton [PK], John Lewis [JL], Mick Lewis [ML], 

Gareth MacDonald [GM], Sarah Newson [SN], Ian Packham [IP], Chris Rouse [CR], Paul Scrivens [PS], 
Linda Thompson [LT]. 

RCCs present: Chris Charters (Wales), Linda Harris [LH] (Merseyside and Cheshire), Ian White (Greater London), 
Sally Lavender [SL] (West Midlands), Mike Gilroy (Greater Manchester), Bob Southwell [BS] (South West). 

Others present: Mike Harker (Heart of Staffordshire Cider Rep), Nik Antona [NA] (NE), Alexander Wright (NE). 
 
The meeting opened at 12:20 with Andrea Briers chairing. Action 
  

1. Welcome & Apologies for Absence  

 JL welcomed everyone to Shrewsbury, explaining that he moved here 12 years ago after retiring. 

 As suggested at the strategy exercise, quite a few emails were sent prior to the meeting. 

 ABr announced that Linda Thompson was joining the committee. IP will inform the NE. 

 GM asked if the position had been advertised. It had not, as we have a pool of RCCs who are 
automatic candidates.  It was pointed out that some committees advertise positions, some don't. 

 Apologies from Committee: Alistair Boyd [ABo]. 

 Apologies from RCCs: Bill Wilkinson (North East). 

 

 
IP (445) 

  
2. Minutes of Previous Meeting  
2a. Corrections  

 None.  

  
2b. Action Minutes  

251. Done.     366. Superseded.  395. On-going. 
412. Done. RCC area is now visible on Members' Website. Suggestions are welcome to populate it. 
416. Discharged. ABr has not found a way forward but will inform the committee if anything transpires. 
421. Done. IP tried to contact SD but has had no response. He will raise a question re Young 

members at the membership meeting in a couple of weeks. 
422. Done.     423. Done.    424. Done.      425. Done. 
426. Done, to be raised at a regional meeting.   427. Done, to remain as it is. 428. Done. 
429. Done.     430. Done.    431. Done.      432. On-going. 
433. Done (by CR).   434. Done.    435. Done.    436. Done (by ABr). 
437. Superseded.    438. Expired, none received.     439. On-going. 
440. Done.     441. Expired. 
442. Done.     443. On-going (see item 11). 
444. On-going. 

ML (395) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IP (432) 
 
IP (439) 
 
SN (443) 
SN (444) 

  
2c. Matters Arising from Previous Minutes Not Already on this Agenda  

 Action 422: CR had circulated (via email before the meeting) the festival cider sales figures. 

 GH had replied (via email before the meeting) that she couldn't see what value it adds as there is no 
standard form of measurement, no source for the figures and she could spot errors in it. She 
suggested we either standardise this or scrap it. 

 CR said that the problem is that people are not entering the figures in gallons as requested. Also the 
festivals that do not apply for financial funding, e.g., Ascot, are not receiving the feedback form.  CR 
will email a suggestion to Nik Antona. 

 There is a general requirement for this information. ABr to seek guidance on obtaining cider sales 
figures from the Festival Committee and Marketing Committee. 

 ML said there was an issue with the figures for London Drinker. 

 PK said that the figures for Lincoln were litres. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
CR (446) 
 
ABr (446a) 

  
3. Producer List, Database and Website  

 Action 251: IP said that we are in a fluid situation regarding information to branches over fruit cider. 
We need to communicate to branches soon about compliant cider makers. 

 Action 366: CR proposed (via email before the meeting) that the transfer of information from the cider 
producers list to create a new cider producers database be merged into this agenda item as a single 
project. This was agreed. 
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 Action 423: CR had circulated (via email before the meeting) an initial attempt at outlining the aspects 
to achieving a Real Cider/Perry Producers List. CR asked if this was the right overall approach? 

 IP thought it was perfectly valid. 

 Ian White's was the only email reply to CR’s email. He would like basic descriptions of the producer to 
be formed. He said it can take ages trying to source information on some cider makers for festival 
programmes. 

 Nik Antona said it would be a good idea to let branches know what we are doing in very simple terms 
but he was reluctant to put out misleading or incorrect information on hot filling. 

 IP was happy for a positive list to be put out now and to say that other producers haven’t responded. 
IP was not happy to put out a negative list. 

 PS said the issue with doing that is we might end up with duplicates if we send out questionnaires to 
the same producers. 

 PS said we need to set deadlines. We need to publicise a full positive list in January 2017 and then 
the following year, ask branches to only have cider & perry from those on the list. 

 PS offered to take the lead and to liaise with CR, and put some questions together for producers 
regarding conformance to our definition, and pass to ABr and IP. 

 ABr and IP to approve the draft questionnaire by the next meeting. 

 ML said that the information we’ve got is already a bit out of date. We need to state the date that the 
producers replied on the list. 

 He suggested asking branches if they get any information in the meantime to report back to APPLE. 

 ABr asked what do we do if a publican asks, what do we say? 

 PS suggested “As far as we know….”. 

 ML/PK agreed we should put the responsibility back on the publican to ask the producer. 

 GH said we should shelve (C) in the document (re a separate website) otherwise we are in danger of 
becoming a separate organisation. 

 ABr said that the suggestions came from the IT committee. 

 IP to make known to branches what information we already have regarding producers hot filling and 
pasteurising and what else we are doing, by the end of February. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PS/CR (447) 
ABr/IP (448) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
IP (449) 

  
4. Competitions & Awards  
4a. National Cider & Perry Championships Update (for 2016)  

 CR reported (via email before the meeting): 

 Reading B&CF 2016: 
 - The new site for Reading B&CF at Christchurch Meadows is very similar to the old site. It is as 

close to the railway station as the old site. There is a new foot and cycle bridge to the meadows. A 
general planning meeting was held on 2 Dec 2015, and a further meeting is planned for 16 Jan 
2016. The licence application was submitted on 10

th
 December. The budget was approved in 

November. 
 - Judging Admin Team: Mike Robinson cannot make it this year. 

 Action 424: 
 - ABr has added a certificate distribution procedure to the National Cider and Perry Championship 

procedures document. 
 - As per his email, CR had taken the opportunity to amend the document with updates to our aims 

and objectives, and to our definition. He also stated that it was not possible to easily integrate the 
new "National Speciality Cider & Perry Competition" into the same document therefore a separate 
document will be formed. 

 PS wished to add, for regional competitions, wherever held, the RCC should order and arrange the 
presentation of certificates to their winners. This was agreed. ABr and CR to update the document. 

 Action 425: 
 The title proposed for the new cider competition is “National Speciality Cider & Perry Competition”. 

 This was approved by the committee. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ABr/CR 
(449a) 
 

  
4b. Regional Cider Competitions Update (for 2016)  

 CR reported (via email before the meeting): 
 Wales: took place at Caldicot Castle (in May 2015)(for 2016) [previously reported] 
 North of UK: took place at Manchester C&PF (in June 2015)(for 2016) [previously reported] 
 West Midlands Perry: took place at Hereford (in July 2015)(for 2016) [previously reported] 
 South West: took place at Plymouth (in July 2015)(for 2016) 
  Results: Cider (8 go through): 
   1st: Sheppy, Orchard Dew Sweet    5th: West Croft, Janet's Jungle Juice 
   2nd: Burrow Hill, Dry       6th: Green Valley, Sweet 
   3rd: Rich, Farmhouse Medium     7th: Countryman, Medium 
   4th: McCrindles, Dry       8th: Severn Cider, Major Eliss 
  Perry (5 go through): 
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   1st: Severn Cider, Perry      4th: Hartland, Farmhouse Perry 
   2nd: Moores, Perry        5th: Minchew's, Medium 
   3rd: Hecks, Perry 
 East Midlands (part of Eastern Seaboard): took place at Nottingham (in Oct 2015)(for 2016) 
  Results: Cider (1 goes through): 
   1st: Vale of Welton, Poachers Cider    3rd: Torkard, Floppy Tabs 
   2nd: Bramley Street, Scrimpy  
  Perry (1 goes through): 
   1st: Rockingham, Blakeney Red    2nd: Blue Barrel, Cropwell Perry 
 East Anglia & London (part of Eastern Seaboard): took place at Norwich (in Oct 2015)(for 2016) 
  Results: Cider (3 go through): 
   1st: Hardings, 3 Peace Sweet     3rd: Whin Hill, Browns (SV) 
   2nd: Pickled Pig, New Season Porker 
  Perry (2 go through): 
   1st: Cambridge Cider Co., President's Perry  2nd: Burnard, Stray Perry 
 West Midlands Cider: took place at Birmingham (in Oct 2015)(for 2016) 
  Results: Cider (4 go through): 
   1st: Barbourne, Sweet Kernel     4th: Once Upon a Tree, Tumpy Ground 
   2nd: Dunkerton's, Browns Medium    5th: Wilce's, Medium 
   3rd: Gwatkin, Norman       6th: Snailsbank, Appley Apple 
 Surrey & Sussex (part of South of England): hope will take place at Hove (in Mar 2016)(for 2016) 
 Kent (part of Eastern Seaboard): 
  This will not now take place at Thanet. Alternative arrangements are being sought. 
 Central Southern & Wessex (part of South of England): 
  will take place at Reading (in May 2016)(for 2016) 
 Scottish Real Ale Festival (SRAF): (in July 2016) 
  Jessica Brewer is still interested in holding a Champion Cider of Scotland at the SRAF. 
  
4c. National Cider Pub of the Year Update (for 2016)  

  SN reported (via email before the meeting): 
 - The competition is now in its 12th year. The public nomination stage of the 2016 competition 

closed on 30th November. This resulted in 28 different pubs being nominated, which is a decrease 
on previous years (58 pubs in 2014). Only 3 pubs were nominated more than once and only 5 of the 
nominations received were from non-members. Please could RCCs encourage ALL of their 
branches to at least put a pub forward into the national competition. 

 - However, there still seems to be some confusion about public nominations, so I need to raise a 
concern with some RCCs. Out of the 28 different pubs, 8 of them were described as being the 
branch winner. The 'public nominations' stage is NOT to be used as a means of putting forward 
branch winners. This stage is intended as a 'catch all' for pubs that might otherwise get overlooked. 
These should be selected at branch meetings, in the usual way. I would be very grateful if RCCs 
could explain this, perhaps by attending their regional meeting. After all, when the majority of 
branches participate, we can then dispense with this extra stage. Branches have until the 13th 
March to select a pub and send the result to their RCC. The regional winners need to be with me by 
22nd May. 

 Action 428: ABr and SN had discussed the current embargo for regions, i.e., does a region have to 
wait until 22

nd
 May? SN was happy for it to go ahead as long as all the regional winners were in. 

 PS wanted clarity. Is there any reason why it couldn’t be publicised locally? 

 Alexander Wright said the reason was to obtain maximum publicity. 

 Internal and External embargoes were discussed. The pub could be told but not the press. 

 PK said the national press won’t be interested in 16 regional winners. 

 A suggestion was made to change the embargo date to the end of a Friday instead of Sunday, so that 
members could be informed at any meeting held on the Saturday. 

 CR asked why have an embargo? It penalises the RCCs that have done their job and not the ones 
that haven’t. 

 SN agreed to drop it this year to see how it goes. This will be monitored for the following year. SN will 
tell the RCCs and RDs where there is no RCC.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SN (450) 

  
4d. Pomona Award (for 2016)  

 ABr had distributed the nomination form prior to this meeting and asked for any changes required from 
the committee and RCCs by end of January. Nominations are normally requested around March. 

 No changes had been received so far. 

 

  
4e. Branch Cider Campaigning Award (for 2016)  

 ABr reported (via email before the meeting): 
 No nominations were received so there will be no award in 2016. We need to consider how we are 
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going to proceed with this award.  

 It was suggested that we combine the Pomona Award and the Branch Cider Campaigning Award 
(BCCA) as we have had no nominations for BCCA, and no suitable nominations for Pomona. 

 CR said that we should scrap both of them. 

 SN said we should scrap the BCCA. 

 PS said that sometimes we have a few suggestions but don’t award it anyway as some are not within 
the scope. He suggests aligning the dates for the awards and align with CPotY. 

 IP said that the Pomona was originally intended as external award but is there any reason why a 
branch couldn’t be nominated? 

 CR had a point of information that Pomona shouldn’t be an individual member if they had done it for 
CAMRA. 

 GH agreed with PS that we should take them all and cut them to suit. 

 PK suggested changing the definition of Pomona. Adopt the mechanism that all are valid. 

 CR suggests combine them all, enlarge the criteria to anything or anyone, but get rid of the year. 

 Nik Antona said that it would have to go to the Awards Review Group. 

 PS suggested have all 4 awards still and still have it annually. Amend the Pomona to be more general. 

 ML said that people outside don’t know what the Pomona award is. 

 PS said the committee might want to award for, e.g., Campaigner of the Year for Cider. 

 CR said there are three ways forward: 1) one nomination process, four awards; 2) one nomination 
process, two awards – CPotY and a ‘new’ Pomona; 3) stay as we are, four separate nominations, four 
awards. 

 ABr expressed her wish to include RCCs in the vote if possible. 

 GM asked for it to be minuted that he objects to changing the rules at the meeting. 

 (Note: from Minutes of the APPLE Committee Meeting, March 2014, item 2b. Action minutes 280. 
“When it comes to RCCs voting in meetings, it was agreed that if it relates to policy, then Committee 
only, else it will be at the discretion of the chair. RCCs can already vote in Pomona and Branch Cider 
Campaigning Awards.”) 

 It was agreed that if the committee vote was tied then the present RCCs votes would be taken into 
account. 

 The committee voted as follows: 1) one nomination process, four awards – 4 in favour; 2) one 
nomination process, two awards – 6 in favour; and 1 abstention. 

 PK will look at the four current awards with a view to achieving one nomination process and two 
awards, and form a detailed proposal. 

 It was decided to do away with the Branch Cider Campaigning Award. Everything will come through 
one award and it will be decided what the ‘sub-category’ of ‘a’ Pomona Award will be. 

 Nik Antona advised that we would have to carry on with the current arrangements until the Awards 
committee meet next September. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PK (451) 
 

  
5. Members' Weekend and AGM  

 ABr reported from the TAG meeting (via email before the meeting) (Our Definition): 
 - Our short definition, referring to an appendix in the External Policy Document containing the 

current definition, was accepted by TAG. It was due to go to the NE for approval in December. It 
hadn’t appeared in the EPD which has just been sent out for approval so I am assuming that it will 
be amended in the 2016/17 document. 

 Nik Antona said that he had seen that it will be in the new 2015/16 document. There is no change to 
the definition, just the way it is presented. 

 ABr reported from the TAG meeting (via email before the meeting) (Yeast Counts): 
 - The subject of the tests which were carried out regarding hot filling and pasteurisation were also 

discussed. Nick Boley has offered to look at the results to see if he can help us find a way forward. 
ABr has not heard anything back yet. 

 Members Weekend 2016: 

 CR reported (via email before the meeting): 
 - There won't be a trip to a cider producer (because there is no one close enough). 
 - We are having trips to the Regional Cider Pub of the year, the Cricketers Arms, St Helens. 

 Linda Harris said that they can’t go to the only fairly close producer, Rosie’s Farm, Wrexham, as it 
doesn’t have a toilet. But she thoroughly recommended the Cricketers Arms, Peter Street, St Helens. 
At the AGM she will be working on the members bar. Also they are hoping to be able to hold a cider 
and perry awareness / tutored cider and perry tasting aimed at non-cider drinkers, hopefully branch 
chairmen or other officers, to educate them. 

 CR/ABR agreed to assist. Linda will speak to her RD about arrangements. 

 

  
6. Promoting & Campaigning Activities  
6a. Key Campaign 3 Update  

 IP had nothing to report.  
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6b. Key Campaign 4 Update / WhatPub / Real Cider Sold Here  

 KC4: nothing to report. 

 WhatPub: nothing to report. 

 Real Cider Sold Here (RCSH) Window Sticker scheme: 

 Action 434: CR had circulated (via email before the meeting) the RCCs' responses on having the year 
on RCSH window sticker. 

 Summary updated as follows: In favour: 7; Not in favour: 2; Not bothered: 2; No answer 2; No 
response 3. 

 There was a discussion about what to do about existing window stickers without a year on them. It 
was agreed to leave them at the pubs as they are but give the pubs a new sticker with the year if 
applicable. It is up to RCCs how to operate it but up to the committee to guide them to leave the old 
sticker but issue a dated one next to it. 

 ABr and IP will liaise then talk to Marketing and Abigail Newton. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ABr/IP (452) 

  
6c. Cider Duty/Exemption Update  

 ABr had circulated (via email before the meeting) Katie McKelliget’s email: 
 1. CAMRA submitted a response to the EU Directive on Excise Duty which calls for the Commission 

to: 
  a) write into the EU Directive the current duty exemption for small cider producers making less 

than 70 hectolitres a year in the UK 
  b) introduce a sliding scale of duty for small cider producers making over 70 hectolitres, 

alongside the current exemption. 
 2. A joint MEP letter has been sent to Commissioner Pierre Moscovici (which CAMRA drafted) from 

Clare Moody, Anneliese Dodds, Molly Scott Cato, Daniel Dalton, Ashley Scott and Julie Girling 
asking him to carefully review the Directive to support cider producers on those key sections.  

 3. We have had a response back from the Commissioner following the submission of our 
consultation response. The Commissioner has declined a meeting with us at this time but has 
offered instead a meeting with Thomas Carroll, who is the head of unit in charge of excise duty in 
the DG. We plan to arrange a meeting with him to discuss the consultation and our submission in 
the new year. 

 ABr said that Katie is still doing a sterling job but has no news on the Brussels meeting. 

 PS said that he was disappointed that we are not asking the government to do anything on cider duty. 
We are currently campaigning nationally for duty on beer but not doing anything on cider. 

 IP said that we are asking the government to retain the 70 hectolitres (7000 litres) exemption. He 
thought that we should go for one step at a time. 

 ABr said that for this year we are working on Europe, we can then start on the UK next year. The EU 
review has closed but we are awaiting results. 

 Nik Antona pointed out that only a small percentage of producers pay duty, therefore, the 70hl 
exemption is a much bigger issue. 

 PK said that if we don’t retain the 70hl exemption then every producer will be affected. 

 Ian White said that we need to get the figures for volumes as well as the number of producers. 

 ML agreed with PS but thought that if we get the sliding scale then we need to hold fire on duty. 

 SN to speak to Jonathan Mail regarding the government retaining the 70hl exemption and a sliding 
scale. 

 ML said that he would ask the NACM for figures on the number of UK producers paying and not 
paying duty plus the volumes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SN (453) 
 
ML (454) 

  
6d. Increasing Awareness of Real Cider & Perry  

 CR had still not received anything. 

 Out of the strategy event it was found that there was potential for new questions and feedback from 
members of the public. 

 IP said that they don’t want to change any questions at the moment. Current questions in the survey 
which goes out to the general public are along the lines “Which one of these is perry made of” and 
“Have you ever drunk real cider, i.e., not carbonated and not pasteurised”. 

 GH will liaise with IP then talk to Chris Lewis (Head Office) as the survey questions seem to have 
been changed (but not by this committee). 

 All to email potential survey questions to ABr. This needs to be done very quickly as the survey goes 
out in January. 

 CR said that we need the original questions so we can judge whether or not there has been any 
improvement. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
GH/IP (455) 
 
ALL (456) 

  
6e. Future Activities and Strategic Plan  

 ABr reported (via email before the meeting):  
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 - Abigail Newton has not yet had chance to send through notes from the strategic exercise. It was a 
good start to sorting out our strategic plan and future activities but it is clear that there is still some 
work to do. 

 - Ideas that we can implement immediately are distributing more information ahead of the meeting. 
This will give the committee the chance to consider things and discuss matters beforehand, allow 
necessary meaningful discussion to take place at the meeting and considered decisions to be taken 
in a timely manner. 

 - We also agreed a mission statement for the APPLE Committee. This is “To promote the continued 
existence of real cider and perry and the places in which to drink it”. 

 - It was also clear that we will need to try to get together for another strategic exercise in 2016 to 
establish how we are going to do this. 

 PS said that we didn’t get information and perceptions from the rest of the campaign. We need more 
time and to contact interested parties, branch representatives on the activities of the committee and 
what we are doing. PS will put together a set of questions to gather feedback and feelings on the 
activities and strategy of the APPLE committee. 

 IP said that this committee does everything to do with cider and perry but questioned whether other 
committees should do things to reduce our focus rather than us doing everything. 

 PS to put together a simple survey to establish the dates that committee members are / are not 
available for a further strategy exercise.  All to respond. 

 ABr to contact Ken Davie regarding the next strategy exercise. 

 All to give feedback on the strategy exercise to ABr/CR in order to inform the next strategy exercise. 

 ABr and CR to report on how the strategy event went. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PS (457) 
 
 

 
PS/ALL (458) 
ABr (459) 
ALL (460) 
ABr/CR (461) 

  
6f. Any Other Promoting & Campaigning Business  

 Ian White reported (via email before the meeting): 
 CAMRA is at the BBC Good Food Show London1 (13

th
 – 15

th
 November 2015(?), Olympia, London). 

I think next year APPLE should be there, if required I’ll do a talk. 

 CR suggested doing a tutored tasting. 

 Nik Antona didn’t think there was a way in at London but there might be at the Birmingham show. 

 CR / Nik Antona /Sally Lavender to liaise and report back regarding the BBC Good Food Show 
Birmingham. 

 ML said that he goes to the Imbibe show at Olympia, a trade fair for soft and alcoholic drinks. IP and 
ML to liaise and investigate further and report back with regard real cider & perry being included. 

 
 
 
 

 
CR/NA/SL 
(463) 

 
ML (462) 

  
7. Cider & Perry Promotional Months  
7a. October Promotion Assessment  

 ABr reported (via email before the meeting): 
 I have had very little feedback on the 2015 October promotion since the last meeting. We need to 

start thinking about ideas that will help raise the profile of this event. The number of branch events 
that we have been notified of has dropped dramatically but this is not helped by the fact that we 
haven’t had anywhere to publicise these recently so it’s possible that they are still happening but we 
haven’t been informed. 

 Nik Antona said that there had been a problem with the events not showing on website but it has now 
been resolved. The Cider Month Event Submission Web Form, which goes to Gillian Dale (Head 
Office) needs to supply an address and a postal code. 

 CR to liaise with Chris Lewis to add a field for a postal code on the Cider Month Event Submission 
Web Form. 

 IP to liaise with Chris Lewis to email branches regarding submitting May promotional events on the 
webform. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CR (464) 
 
IP (465) 

  
7b. October Trip Feedback on 2015 Trip and 2016 Trip Arrangements  

 ABr reported (via email before the meeting): 
 - The feedback on the 2015 was very good. The main criticism, which we were anticipating, was that 

we tried to do too much in the time allowed. 
 - Whilst the feedback shows that Devon was the most popular location to visit it is in the West of the 

country again and not far from where we have been for recent trips so we need to consider whether 
we should have the 2016 trip in the East and possibly return to the West for the 2017 trip. 

 - Coming East, Sussex was the most popular option on the feedback but we need to consider 
whether we want to run the national trip in Sussex just six months before the AGM in Eastbourne or 
have a trip in East Anglia, the last national trip there being in 2003. 

 Members agreed that it went very well, JL did well. Rather than doing too much it was over ambitious. 

 PS said that if only the first and second choices are going to be used then only they should be asked 
for on the feedback form. 

 ML said that the form should include a weekend in Normandy. 
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 ABr agreed to adjust the results to include feedback on the 3
rd

 & 4
th
 choices. 

 After discussion it was proposed that the meeting be in Plymouth, Devon (on Friday 7
th
 October 2016), 

and the trip in Cornwall (on Saturday 8
th
 October 2016). 

 JL and Bob Southwell will draw up plans for Devon and Cornwall. 

 IP to seek approval from Ken Davie regarding a meeting in Cornwall. 

ABr (466) 
 
 
JL/BS (467) 
IP (468) 

  
7c. May Promotion Update  

 ABr reported (via email before the meeting): 
 We need to come up with ideas for the May promotional month as a matter of urgency as we will 

need to contact branches in January (early February at the latest) with information about this 
promotion.  

 CR suggested that we could do something related to one of our primary objectives, i.e., “To encourage 
new and existing producers to increase the choice and quality of real cider and perry on offer to 
consumers”. We could use the Taste Card previously developed (but never used) to educate both 
CAMRA members and the public on what to look for in real cider & perry, and be able to identify poor 
quality. 

 The taste card was discussed. It could be used to show all the nuances of cider. The descriptions 
should be used to try and educate people. There are two versions, a simple one and a more 
complicated one. 

 IP said that for this May we should use the simple version. 

 ABr, CR and IP will modify the taste card and email it to the committee and RCCs. 

 Sally Lavender said they already do cider tasting at one beer festival and she would like to be kept in 
the loop re taste cards. 

 IP and CR will liaise with Chris Lewis regarding getting the taste card onto the website.. 

 ML said we should be coming up with suggestions specifically geared to festivals in May and October. 

 ML also said articles will be required. He said that we should ask people to tell us when they do use 
these articles. 

 GH agreed to do a small article on trees, probably a funny article. 

 PS suggested an article on the benefits and variety of producers below the 70hl limit. 

 ML will write an article on the benefits and variety of producers making less than 7000 litres (without 
using the producers' names). 

 IP asked if these could be circulated round the committee for approval. 

 ABr said the articles would be required by the end of January.  She will chase other articles. 

 Nik Antona said we should consider national cider scoring, similar to the beer scoring. 

 CR said that the taste cards were the starting point but had been initially been rejected. 

 It was suggested that they are brought to the next strategy event. 

 CR and Sally Lavender are both trained as trainers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ABr/CR/IP 
(469) 
 
CR/IP (470) 
 
 

 
GH (471) 
 
 
ML (472) 
 
ABr (473) 

  
7d. Any Other May/October Business  

 CR questioned whether promoting branch events was worth it? 

 Members felt that now the problem had been resolved we should try to encourage them. 

 ABr and IP will work on a memo for branches. 

 
 
ABr/IP (474) 

  
8. Referrals  

 None.  

  
9. Correspondence (Digest)  

 GH reported formally that there has been no correspondence.  

  
10. National Matters Arising from RCC Reports  

 GH said that certain information would be of interest to What’s Brewing and RCCs should inform Tom 
Stainer and Claire-Michelle Taverner-Pearson direct. For instance: 

 - From Kent: the first micro cider house. 
 - From Wales: the Welsh Perry & Cider Society securing a Grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund for 

half a million pounds. 

 

  
11. Date and Venue of Future Meetings  

 Saturday 9
th
 April 2016, noon, Bell, 103 Walcot Street, Bath, BA1 5BW. (Notified subsequent to the 

meeting.) 
 Due to the National AGM all reports to be submitted two weeks ahead please. 

 Saturday 18
th
 June 2016, noon, venue TBD, York / Leeds. 

 Friday 7
th
 October 2016, 7pm, venue TBD, Plymouth. 

SN (443) 
 

 
SN (444) 
JL/BS (474a) 

  
12. Any Other Business  
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 A) ABr had submitted (via email before the meeting) a draft version of the APPLE Committee Annual 
Report. 

 This was approved and ABr will submit it to the National Executive. 

 B) Andy Johnson has stepped down as RCC for Surrey & Sussex. 

 It was suggested that the position could be advertised in What’s Brewing. 

 C) An APPLE sub-domain is now set up for email forwards (i.e., apple.camra.org.uk). 

 D) The GBBF advert in WB Jan 2016, page 7, has no mention of cider or perry. 

 CR has emailed Ian Hill, who informed him that there is going to be a separate poster for cider & 
perry.  ABr to contact Ian Hill regarding the separate GBBF poster for Cider & Perry. 

 E) Bob Southwell spoke about the end of Mr Richard Knibbs dynasty of 50 years and two generations 
at the Cider Bar at Newton Abbot. The pub had been for sale for some time but has now been taken 
over. Bob thought that we ought to give him some sort of award. The pub has won the Pomona award 
in the past, so we can’t do that again. A vote was taken on whether we should give an award or not. 
The result was 5 for, 2 against, 4 abstentions. IP/ABr/BS will liaise and arrange an award. 

 F) Alexander Wright mentioned that the cider leaflet does not have a freepost page, whereas the 
membership leaflet does. 

 G) GM said he is the RD rep for the APPLE committee and urged RCCs to keep in contact with their 
RD and feedback ideas to himself. 

 H) Chris Charters raised the question of left over cider from one festival sold or donated to another 
festival. He wondered if there should be a clearing house for unsold cider. There might be a problem if 
some of it has VAT on it. He thought there should be a national policy. 

 Nik Antona was requested to refer this to the Festivals Committee and feed back to ABr. 

 
 
ABr (474b) 
 

 
 
 
 
ABr (476) 
 
 

 
IP/ABr/BS 
(475) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ABr/NA (477) 

  
Meeting closed at 16:00  
 

Actions From This Meeting 
 

Action Detail Who Origin 

395 
Investigate how to distinguish between hot-filled products and those which have 
not been hot-filled. ML to meet with NACM to see if they have any suggestions. 

ML 3 (Jul 15) 

432 Ascertain the source of the advice regarding duty concerns. IP 5 (Oct 15) 
439 Ascertain procedures for sending booking confirmations at Head Office. IP 7b (Oct 15) 

443 Arrange meeting in Bristol on 9
th
 April. (Now in Bath, subsequent to the meeting.) SN 11 (Oct 15) 

444 Arrange meeting in York / Leeds on 18
th
 June. SN 11 (Oct 15) 

445 Inform the NE that Linda Thompson is joining the committee. IP 1 

446 
Email to Nik Antona suggestion for a change to the Festival Feedback Form for 
cider sales. 

CR 2c 

446a 
Seek guidance on obtaining cider sales figures from the Festival Committee and 
Marketing Committee. 

ABr 2c 

447 
PS offered to take the lead and to liaise with CR, and put some questions together 
for producers regarding conformance to our definition, and pass to ABr and IP. 

PS/CR 3 

448 Approve the above questionnaire by the next meeting. ABr/IP 3 

449 
Make known to branches what information we already have regarding producers 
hot filling and pasteurising and what else we are doing, by the end of February. 

IP 3 

449a 

Add to the certificate distribution procedure in the National Cider and Perry 
Championship procedures document, that for Regional Competitions, it is the 
responsibility of the relevant RCC to order and arrange the presentation of 
certificates to their winners, irrespective of where the competition took place. 

ABr/CR 4a 

450 
Inform RCCs (and RDs where no RCC) that the embargo for the regional stage of 
the National Cider Pub of the Year will be dropped this year to see how it goes. 
This will be monitored. 

SN 4c 

451 Form detailed proposal to merge our current awards. PK 4e 

452 
Liaise regarding having the year on Real Cider Sold Here window sticker, then talk 
to Marketing and Abigail Newton. 

ABr/IP 6b 

453 
Speak to Jonathan Mail regarding the government retaining the 70 hectolitres 
exemption and a sliding scale. 

SN 6c 

454 
Ask the NACM for figures on the number of UK producers paying and not paying 
duty as well as volumes. 

ML 6c 

455 
GH to liaise with IP then talk to Chris Lewis (Head Office) about the survey 
questions on increasing the awareness of real cider and perry, as they seem to 
have been changed (but not by this committee). 

GH/IP 6d 

456 
All to email potential survey questions to ABr. This needs to be done very quickly 
as the survey goes out in January. 

ALL 6d 
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457 
Put together a set of questions (to be asked of all interested parties) to gather 
feedback and feelings on the activities and strategy of the APPLE committee. 

PS 6e 

458 
Put together a simple survey to establish the dates that committee members are / 
are not available for a further strategy exercise.  All to respond. 

PS/ALL 6e 

459 Contact Ken Davie regarding the next strategy exercise. ABr 6e 

460 
All to give feedback on the strategy exercise in December to ABr/CR in order to 
inform the next strategy exercise. 

ALL 6e 

461 Report on how the strategy exercise went. ABr/CR 6e 

462 
Investigate further and report back on the Imbibe show at Olympia with regard to 
real cider & perry being included. 

IP/ML 6f 

463 
CR / Nik Antona / Sally Lavender to liaise and report back on the Birmingham BBC 
show with regard to real cider & perry being included. 

CR/NA/ 
SL 

6f 

464 
Liaise with Chris Lewis to add a field for a postal code on the Cider Month Event 
Submission Web Form. 

IP/CR 7a 

465 
Liaise with Chris Lewis to email branches regarding submitting May promotional 
events on the webform. 

IP 7a 

466 Adjust the results for the October trip to include feedback on the 3
rd

 & 4
th
 choices. ABr 7b 

467 
Bob Southwell and JL to draw up plans for the October Trip 2016 to Cornwall / 
Devon. 

BS/JL 7b 

468 Seek approval from Ken Davie regarding a meeting in Cornwall. IP 7b 

469 Modify the taste card and email committee & RCCs for comments. ABr/CR/IP 7c 

470 Liaise with Chris Lewis regarding getting the taste card onto the website. CR/IP 7c 

471 Write a small amusing article on trees for May. (By the end of January.) GH 7c 

472 
Write an article on the benefits and variety of producers making less than 7000 
litres. (Without using the producers' names.) (By the end of January.) 

ML 7c 

473 Chase any other articles. They are required by the end of January. ABr 7c 

474 Produce a memo for branches regarding events for May. ABr/IP 7d 

474a Arrange meeting in Plymouth on 7
th
 October. JL/BS 11 

474b Submit the APPLE Committee Annual Report to the NE in early February. ABr 12 

475 
Liaise and arrange an award for Richard Knibbs’ 50 years at the Newton Abbot 
Cider Bar. 

IP/ABr/ 
BS 

12 

476 Contact Ian Hill regarding the separate GBBF poster for Cider & Perry. ABr 12 

477 Liaise to clarify the policy on selling-on unsold cider from one festival to another. ABr/NA 12 

 



Page 11 of 16 

Regional Cider Coordinators Reports 
 

Below is a summary of written reports. 
 

NO RCC, Central Southern () 

 

 

Chris Rouse, East Anglia (chrisjrouse@yahoo.co.uk) 

Events 
The East Anglian Cider Competition 2015 took place at Norwich Beer Festival on Tue 27 October.  The results were: 
 Cider: 1st: Hardings, 3 Peace Sweet Perry: 1st: Cambridge Cider Co., President's Perry 
  2nd: Pickled Pig, New Season Porker  2nd: Burnard, Stray Perry 
  3rd: Whin Hill, Browns (SV) 
 The other cider finalists were (alphabetical):  
  Blackhand Cyder, Cider; Herts Cider, Secret Cider; Potton Press, Trip Hazard; Simon's, Short Stirling; Waddlegoose Lane, Woodsprite. 
 
Presentations are being organised. 
Planning has begun for the East Anglian Bottled Cider Competition 2016, which will be held at Cambridge Beer Festival on Tue 24 May, at 
2.30pm. 
 
Cider Pub of the Year 2016 
We are planning to split the regional competition into a county round, followed by a regional round of the 6 county winners. 
 
Producers 
Presentations to Burnard, Simon's Cider, and Pickled Pig are yet to be organised. 

 

Chris Gascoyne, East Midlands (ciderchris82@gmail.com) 

Sorry for the delay, running a weekly payroll at Christmas is challenging...! 
Nothing to report from the East Midlands - no news received from any branches. There were only 5 public nominations received for Cider POTY 
2016 so looks like it will be down to the branches to fully choose their worthy winners. 

 

Ian White, Greater London (whiteik@talk21.com) 

Events and past Festivals 
Ealing Beer festival  
Pigs Ear Beer festival  
Monday 5

th
 October London Cider pub of the year ,Presnetation to Winner 

Blythe Hill Tavern SE23 .   
Tuesday 3

rd
 November Dalsoton North London , Passing Clouds Harverst 

Festival, did a Taste and Talk for 30 mins to a crowd of young people, 
good feedback in they appricated the differences in Real Cider.  
Sunday 20th Dec Attended Skimmity Hitchers Gig at New Forest Cider 
stall,  Borough Market ( they sing songs in support of real cider - 
http://skimmityhitchers.com ) Sunday 20

th
 December. They went off to later 

that evening playing with the Wurzels at Dingwalls  North London  
 
Future Events  and festivals 
Wassialing events : 
Two Doves Bromley common TBC  
One tree Hill Allotments Jan 16th 
London Orchard project Friday 22

nd
 Jan Camely street 

 
Producers 
London Glider has moved to larger premises for pressing and storing, 
sharing with Pitfeild Brewery  at  
New House Farm, Little Laver Road, Moreton, Essex, CM5 0JE. 
Although London Glider Website still shows exisiting  address, so I 
suggest dont change our records yet. 
 
One Tree Hill ( me )  manged 30 Gallons in October 
 
Eltham  ( Mike Allen)  had a good pressing in October. 
 
Hawks Cider was on London Regional News talking about their bring 
apples to them and get juice/cider in return. 
 
Pubs 
Nothing to report recently, most minor updates via What Pub now. 
 
Other News 
Perhpas a bit of oldish news but the London Orchard Project has become 
a nationwide Urban orchard project . Well done to those few who run the 
project in expanding.  
http://www.theurbanorchardproject.org 

 

 
 

Mike Gilroy, Greater Manchester (mikegilroy17@yahoo.co.uk) 

Pubs that sell cider/perry 
As of 22/12/2015 we have 175 pubs that sell cider/perry according to What Pub. 
 
Festivals 
We have 10/11 CAMRA or associated festivals in the region. 
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Manchester Beer & Cider Festival  New Mills   Stockport Beer & Cider Festival 
Bent & Bongs    Oldham   Greater Manchester Cider & Perry Festival 
Wigan     Bolton   Chorlton Summer Festival 
And some years MOSI 
And this year Rochdale, so 11/12 festivals. 
 
We are trying to keep a record of all the cider and perry sold at our festivals so we might see some trends or see if sales are going up or down. 
 
Cider sold at festivals 2015: 

Festival Cider bar manager Cider Ordered Perry ordered Total ordered Cider sold Perry sold Total sold 

Manchester (Jan) Mike Robinson      100 tubs 

*Bent & Bongs (Jan) Sam Robinson   58 tubs    

Wigan (Mar) Sam Robinson 54 tubs 29 tubs 83 tubs    

New Mills (Apr) Phil Moss 2 tubs 1 tub 3 tubs 1+1/2 tubs 2/3 tub 2+bit tubs 

Bolton (Apr) Alison Whitaker 6 tubs 2 tubs 8 tubs 6 tubs 2 tubs 8 tubs 

*Oldham (May) Mike Robinson       

Stockport (May) Charlotte Bulmer       

G/M Cider (Jun) Mike Robinson       

*Chorlton (Jul)        

*Rochdale (Nov) Mike Robinson       

* = Charity festival 
 
Meetings 
We have regional cider meetings with most of the cider reps and interested people (the RD has been!) every three months. Seven of the eight 
branches in Greater Manchester are represented. These will become every two months because of the length of the meetings. Minutes are sent 
out (via the RD) to all branch chairs and contacts in Greater Manchester in an effort to achieve 100% attendance from branches. 
Cider reps in the region; 
Bolton; Alison Whitaker 
High Peak & North East Cheshire; Phil Moss. 
North Manchester; Laurent Fernandez-Moreno. 
Rochdale, Oldham & Bury; Mike Robinson. 
South East Lancashire; vacant. 
Stockport & South Manchester; Mike Gilroy. 
Trafford & Hulme; Ellie Bickie. 
Wigan; Carol Worthington. 
In 2016 Greater Manchester will have a new branch "Manchester City Centre" so I hope we will get a cider rep from that branch. 
 
Cider Pub of the Year 
Bolton: Bank Top Brewery Tap, 68-70 Belmont Road, Astley Bridge, BL1 7AN. 
 
Cider & Perry Sold in Greater Manchester 
We have produced a leaflet with all the pubs that sell cider and perry in our region and will be bringing out a new one via What Pub in 2016. 
 
Branch Reports 
Bolton; 
We held 2 successful events during October cider month, a cider tasting at the regional cider pub of the year and a cider and cheese pairing 
evening. 
High Peak & North East Cheshire; 
North Manchester; 
Rochdale ,Oldham & Bury;  
Stockport & South Manchester; 
We have done 2 tutored cider tastings that went really well. 
We have just finished the "cider circuit"    
Trafford & Hulme; 
South East Lancashire; 
Wigan; 

 

Linda Thompson, Kent (linda_a_thompson@yahoo.co.uk) 

National Cider & Perry Championship 2016: Kent round 
This will take place at Kent Beer Festival this year, in Canterbury, in July, Thursday 21st to Saturday 23

th
. 

(Planet Thanet Festival, at Easter, is no longer able to host the event.) 
 
Forthcoming Events 
11

th
 Planet Thanet Easter Beer Festival: Good Friday 25

th
 & Saturday 26

th
 March 2016  

Winter Gardens, Fort Crescent, Margate, Kent CT9 1 HX. There will be lots of ciders and perries from Kent and elsewhere. 
 
Pubs 
The Thirsty Scarecrow, 107 High Street, Dover CT16 1EB, opened on 26

th
 November 2015. Designated as Britain’s first micro cider house - a 

fully licensed bar specialising in cider. On Boxing day it had ten ciders from Kent, seven from elsewhere and three perries. Plus one varying real 
ale. 
 
Other 
My own cider, all 7 gallons of it, is progressing well, fermenting and maturing. Made from 2 trees in my garden, a Cox and a Spartan. 

 

Linda Harris, Merseyside and Cheshire (ciderandperry@gmail.com) 

ST. HELENS CAMRA CIDER REPORT 
The chief element of this Report HAS to focus on the "Cricketers` Arms", Branch Cider Pub of 2015. Licensee Andy Evans has bought a purpose-
built bar (available for hire) to enhance the already impressive range of beers and ciders for the pub`s Christmas Cider and Beer Festival, which 
runs from December 26th (Boxing Day, Linda!) to January 1st., this year and next. To complement this very impressive structure is a tall 
temperature-controlled `fridge housing ten 20-litre bag in boxes of real ciders and a perry. This same facility will be in service during the proposed 
visit of AGM delegates to this pub in April 2016. 
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In connection with the latter, my Deputy Cider Rep Joanne Griffith is researching the contact details of some of the best cider- and perry makers 
in the country to restock the dedicated cider fridge in good time for the AGM next year. This Cider pub is truly an enterprising one, and deserves 
all the many accolades it has received. 
A 10 minute walk out of the Town Centre takes one to the Haresfinch Social Club (open to the public), where Manager Chris serves on handpump 
Weston`s Old Rosie. However, I was made aware that he was seeking to stock another cider, so Joanne and I went to have a chat with him in our 
capacity as Branch Cider Reps. After supplying him with APPLE`s recommended list of real cider suppliers, he opted for a lower ABV cider, also 
on handpump, from the Westons` range. We tasted both, and both were in good condition. So our Branch now has a cider-friendly club! in 
addition to the 7 real cider pubs in the Town centre and the two in our Branch area (accessible by public transport) out of Town.  
After a gap of a couple of years, because the Ribble Valley Gold medium dry cider "was not selling", the Phoenix on Canal Street is now selling 
on handpump rather sweeter ciders: previously Lilley the Pink, currently Devon Jasper, kept in quite reasonable condition at cellar temperature. 
Our Chairman Alan Healey and I are currently working on a map of St. Helens Town centre to identify all the recommended pubs and outlets 
selling Real cider and Real Ale for the benefit and convenience of the AGM delegates we hope will visit us in April 2016. I am very grateful for the 
offer of assistance from my colleague and friend in CAMRA Liverpool Steve Berks. Given such wonderful support from colleagues in the world of 
cider, I am confident that our work will not only improve the range and quality of real ciders (and perries) available to discerning customers in the 
North West, but will give active support and encouragement to that other important group of our friends who make it all possible - the cider 
makers... 
Sandy 
 
Liverpool Branch Report – S.Berks 
• The Liverpool branch Cider Officer has been extremely busy making arrangements for the 2016 Members Weekend which will be held in 
Liverpool. Several cider based activities have been arranged and these will be published via HQ in What’s Brewing and the MW16 website. 
• The branch’s October cider event failed to happen. The branch had partnered-up with Liverpool University Guild of Students. The Guild was 
having a 3 day beer festival in October in their building. Liverpool Camra was supplying the festival’s cider stand and cider staff, the branch were 
also installing a Camra info and recruitment desk at the event. The Guild cancelled the festival the day before opening due to extremely low 
tickets sales, they were left with a very large amount of beer which was then sold through their regular bars at a massive discount. Camra had 
acquired the cider "sale-or-return" so no financial loss on the cider was made by Camra or the Guild. It was a very disappointing situation as 
weeks of work had gone in to the arrangements between Camra and the university. 
 
Halton Branch Apple Report 
Haltons report will unfortunately we succinct; 
Wetherspoons outlets in Widnes & Runcorn continue to have real cider from a limited range available. There is one Widnes pub that stocks a 
rotating guest cider. Early in the New Year we may look at an ACV application for this outlet. 
At occasional festivals held in Halton, the demand for real Cider remains strong 
 
South Port  Branch 
No cider officer for this branch  
We saw a breakthrough for this branch  
To put cider on the map for this branch the Inn Beer Shop  
Was given the cider award for  Southport  
They normally have two cider on and bottled Gwintry Drayage 
I we present at this award ceremony  
 
North and South Cheshire  Macclesfield  
No response up to now 
southport held their bear festival in October which was successful  
 
Chester Branch  
This branch was busy with the Cheshire beer festival at Chester racecourse  
Two day event in November  
Well attended and again the cider bar sold out  
And again Dee ciders came with extra supplies and that was sold as well 
Good mix of ciders and Perry's on the bar  
Linda Harris assisted on the cider bar  
The champion beer of Cheshire was judged at this event  
 
Chester also busy planning north wales beer fest  
This branch straggles over two country's 
 
Only things are 1. Cheshire Beer festival sold out of cider completely despite having some urgent supplies brought in - thanks to Dee cider for 
those.  2. My leaving for Yorkshire thus resigning as cider rep. for Chester and South Clwyd branch. 
Thanks, Tracey Knorn 
 
Macclesfield 
Cider outlets in our branch have not changed except after refurbishment the Cross Keys in Knutsford now has a permanent cider on tap.  
 
I will be able to give you a better picture of the branch when we next have a branch meeting. At the moment we are having Local drop in meets in 
4 different areas. 
 
As you know we are a very large branch area wise with very little public transport so it seems sensible to keep these groups going through Winter 
till we get some lighter nights for people to visit different pubs. 
 
Wirral Branch 
Branch judging was completed on the Wirral  
Gallagers  the pub of the year for Wirral was given the cider award  
By Linda Harris and Dave Goodwin in November this year 
 
Linda Harris Wirral cider officer  
I have also been attending meetings  about the members weekend  
The Liverpool beer fest 
I spent two days with Macclesfield branch and presented the waters green tavern with their branch cider award In October 
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Bill Wilkinson, North East (williamhwilkinson@hotmail.com) 

Nothing to Report. 

 

Alistair Boyd, Scotland & N Ireland (hibeernian@sky.com) 

Nothing to report. 

 

Chris Charters, Wales (chris@outdoor-sport.u-net.com) 

WPCS Awarded Grant of Half Million to Promote Welsh Cider  
The latest good news for cider and perry in Wales is “The welsh Perry & Cider Society” have secured a Grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund for 
half a million pounds, titled: -  
 
“The Heritage of Orchards & Cider Making in Wales” 
The program is designed to last 2 years. To investigate and include, the support of community groups in developing orchards and building skills, 
collecting information to build a comprehensive list of Welsh cider and perry fruit varieties, collecting oral histories to build digital stories about the 
revival of the cider and orcharding traditions in Wales.  
 
Cressida from the WPCS has been putting in a great deal of work with the grant application since March 2014, but resulting in a great success. 
 
It is offering three contracts for two years: - 
 
One for a Project Manager based at the WPCS office for 37.5 hours at £32,000 per annum. 
 
One for a Project Officer (North Wales) Home-based, 37.5 hours £25,000 per annum 
  
Finally a Project Support Assistant based at the WPCS office for, 37.5 hours £19,000 per annum 
Copies of the full job descriptions and person specifications contact the WPCS office by emailing heritage@welshcider.co.uk or call 07702 
942587. 
Congratulations to Cressida and WPCS on securing this grant and look forward to seeing the results of the programme. 
 
Here in Wales the autumn of 2015 has had a very good apple harvest which has produced excellent cider both in quality and quantity, 
unfortunately the pear harvest has not been so good, and there is still a shortage of perry pears to comply with the demand for perry. 
 
TALGARTH CHRISTMAS FAIR 
We had a very successful Talgarth Christmas Fair. The most popular was the hot mulled cider, which was all consumed with several customers 
taking 2 and 4 pint take a ways to have at home. We also found that 10lt bag in box were very popular. This was by pure accident, Andy Hallet 
had several 10lt bag in boxes from an over order, so asked if we would put them on the stand we were surprised to see them go so quickly. 
Quantities of all the other ciders and perry went, well people were certainly stocking up for Christmas!!! 
 

More people are inquiring about the work we do for CAMRA, 
real cider and perry, from those that just want to drink it. To 
those that wish to start making it either on a commercial or 
hobby basis. 
 
In this area there is a continuing growth in real cider and perry 
from the above Christmas Fair blowing out that cider is only a 
summer time drink. To being contact by three local pubs that 
have changed hands, and wanting to start stocking local real 
ciders and perries. 
 
One of the main reasons for this has been the bag in box 
which, prevents the cider being contaminated when opened, so 
allowing the trade to build without loss due to the it becoming 
vinegar.   
 
Inquiries from “Beer on the Wye”, “Cardiff”, “Llandrindod Well 
Council”, and others are continuing to come in for festivals and 
promotions for next year. 
 
So wishing every one a successful 2016!!!! 

 
 

Bob Southwell, South West (ecosochistoryman@hotmail.co.uk) 

Events 
1) Falmouth Beer and Cider Festival was drunk dry by early Saturday evening when 6000 pints of cider and perry had been sold.(It nearly did 

not happen given a fire destroying access to stock and supporting materials and a problem with glass supply) 
The judging went as follows: 
Gold: Heck’s Kingston Black 
Silver: Double Vision cider from Kent 
Bronze: Touchwood cider from St Agnes, Cornwall and one of 8 Cornish ciders which would have been a ‘dream’ until relatively recently 
 
Lostwihiel Cider Festival a few weeks earlier with 15 ciders and predominantly local (including Devon) including the pressing of apples to which 
you were invited to bring your own! These cider days including the operation of the press are becoming fairly common in late September/early 
October 
 
2) The presentation to Pebbles Tavern in Watchet for being a national finalist in the Cider Pub of the Year took place on November 28

th
 with 

Ian Packham doing the actual presentation with myself and members of Somerset CAMRA in attendance. 
 
Future Events 
Exeter Festival of Winter Ales, Exeter City Football Club, January 15

th
 and 16

th
 with 20 ciders 

 
Producers 
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Two new cider makers to report 
1) The Bere Cider Company, Woodpecker Lodge,, Bere, Aller,, Langport, Somerset, TA10 OQX, Chris Smolden, 01458 250166/07855 

945793, www.berecidercompany.com 
2) Tom Dunn, Unit 2B, Norcote workshops, Norcote, Cirencester, GL7 5RH, 07837 407542, tom@beardsandsabre.co.uk 
 
Plymouth branch visited Countryman Cider Farm at Felldownhead, Milton Abbot across the border in Devon on October 31

st
 which 

corresponded with an ‘apple Halloween! 
 
Pubs 
Cider pubs in Falmouth have kept up their ciders for the winter period with the Beerwolf, Front and 4 degrees West all still carrying at least 4 
ciders and much of this is down to the student population. However the ciders do tend to be the usual regional suspects with Thatcher’s Black Rat 
Perry and Samford Orchards to the fore. Skinner’s Lyonesse and Apple Slayer from Truro were also to be seen, but other local ciders seemed to 
have disappeared for the winter.  
 
Other News 
The Cider Bar in Newton Abbot changed hands in early December. The new people are well known (Jon McCool and his partner Kim) as he 
has regularly worked here in the past and any drastic changes are not expected, but some investment in improvements will be necessary. The 
present 30 gallon barrels are not air tight which creates some oxidisation at lower levels with some cider having to thrown away and new barrels 
are to be sought. 
 
Interestingly, they are also making a point of advertising their guest ciders as opposed to the Sams, Cheddar valley and Westons. The present 
guest is Vintage from Greene Valley followed by another vintage from Sanford Orchards.  

 

NO RCC, Surrey & Sussex () 

 

 

Nigel Firth, Wessex & Channel Isles (nigelfirth@yahoo.co.uk) 

Festivals 
The following pub and non-CAMRA festivals are/were due to sell cider:- 
Portchester Community Centre Cider & Sausage Festival, Portchester Community Centre, Westlands Grove, Portchester PO16 9AD, 24 October 
Greyhound Inn Sausage & Cider Festival, Corfe Castle, The Square, Corfe Castle, Dorset BH20 5EZ, 24-31 October 
Halloween Cider Festival, Shelley Theatre, Beechwood Avenue, Bournemouth BH5 1LX, 31 October 
17th Denmead Beer Festival, Denmead Community Centre, School Lane, Denmead, Hampshire PO7 6LU, 31 October 
Square & Compass Annual Cider Festival, Worth Matravers, Nr. Swanage, Dorset BH19 3LF, 7 Nov 
Portsmouth Beer Festival, Portsmouth Guildhall, Guildhall Square, Portsmouth PO1 2AB, 18-19 Dec 
Ashcroft Arts Centre, Ashcroft Arts Centre, Osborn Road, Fareham, Hampshire PO16 7DX, 30 January 
 
The following CAMRA Festivals are/were due to sell cider:- 
17th Poole Beer Festival, St Aldhelms Centre, Poole Road, Branksome BH12 1AD, 30-31 October 
Salisbury Winterfest, Royal British Legion Club, 9-11 Endless Street, Salisbury, Wiltshire SP1 1DL, 29-30 January 
28th Dorchester Beerex, Corn Exchange, North Square, Dorchester, Dorset DT1 1HF, 5-6 February 
Gosport Winterfest, Thorngate Halls, Bury Road, Gosport, Hampshire PO12 3PX, 19-20 February  
 
Pub News 
Wessex and CI CPOTY nominations from the public vote:-  Firkin Shed, Bournemouth - East Dorset Branch 
Florist, Portsmouth now selling real cider. 
 
Branch News 
The 21st Portsmouth Cider Crawl (13th October Crawl) took place on Saturday 10th October commencing midday at the 5th Portsea Island Beer 
Festival, Groundlings Theatre, Curzon Howe Road, Portsmouth, followed by a crawl round cider pubs in the city.    
On the 21 Portsmouth cider crawls we have visited 32 different real cider pubs - IKB, Tap, King Street Tavern, Hole In The Wall, Barley Mow, 
Florence Arms, Apsley House, Sir Loin of Beef, Eastney Cellars, Old Oyster House, Cider House, Taswell Arms, Eastfield Hotel, Artillery Arms, 
Leopold, White Swan, Eldon Arms, Wine Vaults, Lord Palmerston, Goose At The V&A, Lawrence, Old House At Home, Eastney Tavern, Globe 
Inn (ex-Fat Fox), Fawcett Inn, Jean Jacques, Nell Gwynne, Phoenix, Froddington Arms, Trafalgar, Wave Maiden and Northcote, plus the Portsea 
Island Beer Festival and Portsmouth University Students Union Bar, and a lot of these still sell real cider. 
 
Branch Cider Reps:-  
Diane Burke, Salisbury and South Wiltshire.  
Jez Howat, professional cidermaker, proprietor of 146 Cider Company, South Hampshire. 
Jamie Well, amateur cidermaker, Heart Of Wessex sub-branch.   
  
Wessex Region Database of cider producers, as below  
Mr Whiteheads Cider Company, Colemore, Alton, Hampshire.  
New Forest Cider, Burley, Hampshire. 
Castle Cider (Dorset Honey and Cider Co), Whitchurch Canonicorum, Bridport, Dorset.  
Cider By Rosie, Winterborne Houghton, Dorset 
Kingcombe Valley Cider, Dorset   
Brickfield Equestrian Centre, Binstead, Isle of Wight – Not sure of still producing 
146 Cider Company, Hedge End, Hampshire 
Lulworth Skipper, Wareham, Dorset 
Dorset Piddle Brewery, Piddlehinton, Dorchester, Dorset – Do not produce their own cider, obtained from Mark Rogers of Muckleford, Dorset and 
re-badged.  
Dorset Brewing Company, Dorchester, Dorset – Same arrangement as for Dorset Piddle Brewery. 
Dorset Nectar, Waytown, Bridport, Dorset 
Marshwood Vale Cider, Bettiscombe, Bridport, Dorset 
Twisted Cider, Longburton, Dorset 
Shiny Barrel, Aldershot, Hampshire 
Bo Bridles Cider, Stour Row, Shaftesbury, Dorset – Also produce a perry. 
West Milton Cider Co, West Milton, Bridport, Dorset 
Purbeck Cider Company, Kingston, Wareham, Dorset 
 
Place of Interest 

http://www.berecidercompany.com/
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Mill House Cider and Clock Museum, Owermoigne, near Dorchester, Dorset. 
 
Many thanks to Dickie Hambridge, Alex Bardswell, Jam Well, Andy Brown, Tony Egerton, Paul Smith, Graeme Hilton, Jez Howat, Martyn 
Constable and Southern Hampshire CAMRA branch for information. 

 

Sally Lavender & Jules Evans, West Midlands (sally.lavender@virgin.net and jeffandjules@aol.com) 

WM Regional Cider was judged at Birmingham BBCF in October. Results were as follows 1st Barbourne Sweet Kernel, 2nd Dunkerton's Browns 
Medium, 3rd Gwatkin Norman, 4th Once Upon a Tree Tumpy Ground, 5th Wilce's Medium, 6th Snailsbank Appley Apple.  
 
We will be presenting the first, second and third certificates to the producers at the West Midlands Regional Awards on Monday December 28th 
at the Barton's Arms. All are welcome.  

 

Vanessa Gledhill, West Pennines (vanessa.gledhill@yahoo.co.uk) 

Ordinarily I try to provide as comprehensive a report as possible. However, as you are no doubt aware, this year in the West Pennines Region we 
are having some severe weather conditions and flooding in several areas. Angela Aspin, our RD, has cessated Regional activities in light of this. 
My report therefore consists of simply the two following items: 
 
1) East Lancs Branch Cider Pub of the Year 2016 is the Commercial in Accrington 
 
2) Blackpool, Fylde and Wyre Branch will hold the Fleetwood Beer and Cider Festival on Thursday 11 - Saturday 13 of February.  
 
Normal service will hopefully be shortly resumed. 

 

David Litten, Yorkshire (littendavid@littendavid.karoo.co.uk) 

Recent Cider Events 
10

th
 October - Scarborough Branch Cider Trail.  

10th October - Cider Press Apple Day Celebration at Pure North Cider Press, Deanhouse, Netherthong, Holmfirth HD9 3TD 
31st October - Bradford Branch Cider Pub Crawl. 
13

th
 December - Grumpy Johns Cider had its first stall at Northcliffe woods, Shipley. 

 
Forthcoming Cider Events  
10

th
 January – Wassail at the Pickering Road Community Orchard, Hull. 

16
th
 January - Coleman’s Cider will be hosting the second annual wassail at Rudston Parva, Driffield East Yorkshire.  

16
th
 January – Shipley Wassail hosted by Grumpy John. 

17
th
 January – The Hull & East Yorkshire branch will make its annual visit to the wassail at Skidbrooke, Louth, Lincs. 

 
Yorkshire Cider Pub of the Year 2015 – Presentations 
The winner presentation was made to the Rat and Ratchet at the Huddersfield branch AGM on Monday November 16

th
. 

 
Branch Cider Pubs of the Year 
Bradford CPOTY is Jacobs. 
Doncaster CPOTY is the Doncaster Brewery Tap 
Heavy Woollen CPOTY is the Union Rooms at Batley 
The Hull and East Yorkshire CPOTY presentations were recently made to the winner, the Butchers Dog at Driffield and to the runner up, the 
Chequers Micropub in Beverley.   
Leeds Branch Cider Pub of the Year 2015 - The inaugural branch CPOTY is Mr Foley's. The presentation was made on 27

th
 October.and was 

followed by a tutored tasting event by the Real Cider Company. 
Scarborough CPOTY is the Stumble Inn 

 

http://www.purenorthciderpress.com/

