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APPLE COMMITTEE MEETING 

Doncaster Brewery Tap 

7 Young Street, Doncaster, DN1 3EL 

Saturday 7th April 2018, 12noon 
 
Summary of Key Points 
 

● Producers Questionnaire: We are updating our questionnaire in the light of GDPR. 
● National Cider and Perry Championships: Plans are going well. 
● Real Cider Sold Here Window Stickers: We are close to sending out the new window stickers. 
● Cider Duty/Exemption: We have been meeting with the Treasury in relation to the new cider duty band. 
● Future Budget/Expenditure: We are considering future campaigning that will require expenditure. 
● RCC for West Midlands: Steve Swain has been approved. 
● Cider Mats: The cider mats will be updated to reflect the new branding. 
● Cider Bar Banners and Pull-Ups: We are disappointed by the sudden lack Cider Bar Banners and Pull-Ups 

available from the warehouse. 
● APPLE's 30th anniversary: Plans are on-going. 
● October Trip: We are going ahead with a trip in Worcestershire. 
● Another technical cider person to join TAG: We are seeking another technical cider person to join TAG. 
● Single use plastic in Bag-In-Box: We are investigating the recyclability of the plastic bag in bag-in-box 

products. 
 
 
Action Decisions Required (from the NE) 
 
None. 
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Andrea Briers 
Chair of CAMRA’s Cider and Perry Committee (APPLE) 

 

 

CAMRA INTERNAL CORRESPONDENCE 
NOT FOR DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE CAMRA 

 
Minutes of the APPLE Committee, Saturday 7th April 2018, 12 noon 

Doncaster Brewery Tap, 7 Young Street, Doncaster, DN1 3EL 

 
 

Committee present: Andrea Briers [AB], Chris Charters [CC], Mike Gilroy [MG], Phil Kempton [PK], Mick Lewis [ML], 
Sarah Newson [SN], Ian Packham [IP], Chris Rouse [CR], Paul Scrivens [PS], Ian White [IW]. 

RCCs present: Linda Harris (Merseyside and Cheshire), Bill Wilkinson (North East), Paul Sanders (Surrey & Sussex), 

Others present: Luke Bettison (Amber Valley), Alistair Smith (Sisson & Smith Cider, Nottingham). 
 
The meeting opened at 12:01 with Andrea Briers chairing. 
 

Action 

1. Welcome & Apologies for Absence  
Apologies from Committee: Gillian Hough [GH]. 
Apologies from RCCs: Christine Jane (Yorkshire). 
Apologies from Other: Ellie Hudspith (Head Office). 
AB began with the sad news that since the last meetings Sally Lavender, Mike Harker and John 

Batcheldor had passed away.  Glasses were raised in their memory. 
LH has come forward to take the minutes.  PS is assisting by taking the action minutes. 
AB expressed thanks to Ellie Hudspith for the help she is giving to the committee. 
 

 

2. Minutes of Previous Meeting  
2a. Corrections  
AB thanked everybody who fed back on the minutes. She asked if she could have confirmation that 

you’ve read the minutes even if you have no issues. 
 

 

2b. Action Minutes  
448. On-going. CR emailed an updated version to Committee recently. 
483. On-going (work in progress). 
506. On-going (cooling kit still in construction). 
510. On-going. 
550. On-going. 
590. Done. 596. Done. 597. Done 601. On-going. 
607. Done. 609. On-going. IP has a list of BFOs and branch cider rep emails. 
610. On-going, PS to lead. 
612. Done. 616. On-going. CC may have a lead from the WPCS. 
617. On-going. 
618. Done. 619. Done. 620. Cleared. 621. Cleared. 623. Done. 624. Done. 
625. Done. 626. On-going. 
627. Done. 628. Done. 629. Done. 630. Done. 631. Done. 632. Done. 
633. Done. 634. Done. 635. On-going. This will be discussed at the July meeting. 
636. Done. 637. Done. 638. On-going. 
639. On-going. 
640. On-going. 
641. Done. 642. Cleared. 643. Done. 644. On-going. 
645. Cleared. 646. Cleared. 647. Done. 
 

AB/IP (448) 
CR/AB (483) 
CR (506) 
AB (510) 
ML (550) 
CR/AB (601) 
IP (609) 
PS/IW (610) 
ML (616) 
PS (617) 
 
GH (626) 
 
ALL (635) 
RCCs (638) 
ML (639) 
CR (640) 
ALL (644) 

2c. Matters Arising from Previous Minutes Not Already on this Agenda  
None.  
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3. Producer List, Database and Website  
Producers Questionnaire 
CR will finalise the questions and forward them to committee.  Once the questions have been confirmed 

they will be sent to MRSG before being finalised. 
It was noted that, due to the new data protection regulations which come into force next month, we have 

to ensure we inform those providing the information everything CAMRA will be using the data for. 
It was hoped that some of the information gathered could be shared on a database.  It was noted that 

permission would be required to publish contact details. 
Action: All to feedback to CR and PS explaining what we would like to do with the information 

collected on the producers' questionnaire. 
Action: CR to seek advice from John Cottrell re GDPR wording. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ALL (648) 
 
CR (649) 

4. Revitalisation, Members’ Weekend and AGM  
ML reported on the revitalisation meeting in London. 
ML finally got an answer to his question "who on the Revitalisation Committee represented cider", which 

was no one!  When this was first asked, the answer was that there was someone, however, no one on 
the Committee knew who it was. 

AB reported that an APPLE report was submitted but was not published in the What’s Brewing AGM 
Supplement.  This is now available on the national website, 

The planned trip to Hogan's has been cancelled due to lack of sales. 
 

 

5. Strategic Plan, Strategy and Future Activities  
PS reported on his plans for the guidance notes.  We can re-package what have for CPotY, National 

Cider & Perry Championships, and Pomona.  A key guidance note will be 'Real Vs Non-Real'. 
Action: IW & CC to draft a Guidance Note on 'Real Vs Non-Real'. 
 

 
 
IW/CC (650) 

6. Competitions & Awards  
6a. National Cider & Perry Championships (Update for 2018)  
CR reported that plans for the Championships were going well.  The cider bar has moved to a location 

nearer the stage. 
Ian White will be assisting with the judging at Reading.  Thanks were offered to him for stepping in to 

assist at short notice. 
Lauren Archell will attend to both judge and help with the press release. 
Judges are in place for the final on Saturday. However, more panel chairs are needed for the 

preliminary rounds on Friday. 
 

 

6b. National Speciality Cider & Perry Competition Update  
CR reported that an approach has been received from someone who responded to the What's Brewing 

advert to assist and CR has explained in more detail what’s involved.  It was noted that finding ciders 
that are compliant for the speciality awards was not going to be easy. 

ML was sceptical, and didn't believe anyone made flavoured cider to our definition. 
 

 

6c. Regional Cider Competitions Update (for 2018)  
CR reported (via email before the meeting): 

Wales: took place (in May 2017).  Previously reported. 
North of England:  took place at Manchester B&CF (in Jan/Feb 2018). 
  Results: Cider (1 goes through): 1st: Hedgehogger, Old Aged Pig 
   2nd: Ampleforth Abbey, Traditional Still  3rd: Dunham Press, Early Bird 
  Perry (1 goes through): 1st: La Cantina, Yesterdays Dreams 
   2nd: Udders Orchard "Waterloo Sunset"  3rd: Red Bank, Crackin Pear 
West Midlands Cider: took place at Bromsgrove (June/July 2017).  Previously reported. 
West Midlands Perry: took place at Hereford (in July 2017).  Previously reported. 
South West Cider (Cornwall & Devon): took place at Falmouth (in Oct 2017).  Previously reported. 
South West Cider (Somerset & Gloucestershire): took place at Bristol (in Mar 2018). 
 Firstly, many thanks to Bob Southwell for his endeavours in getting to Bristol to host the competition. 
  Results: Cider (4 go through): 1st: West Croft, Janet's Jungle Juice 
   2nd: Presshead (was Handmade), Firestarter 
   Joint 3rd: Harry's, Scrummage Joint 3rd: Circle, Roundabout 
   5th: Crossman's, Prime Farmhouse 6th: Brislington, Brain Twister 
South West Perry: took place at Tewkesbury (in Feb 2018). 
  Results: Perry (4 go through): 1st: McCrindle, Perry 
   2nd: Minchews, Perry  3rd: Nempnetts, Perry  4th: Hecks, Perry 
East Midlands (Eastern Seaboard): took place at Nottingham (in Oct 2017).  Previously reported. 
East Anglia & London (Eastern Seaboard): took place at Norwich (Oct 2017).  Previously reported. 
Surrey & Sussex (part of South of England): took place in Brighton (in Mar 2018). 
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  Results: Cider (1 goes through): 1st: Garden Cider, Vintage 
   2nd: Bignose & Beardy, Hedgerow 
Kent (part of Eastern Seaboard): took place at Kent Beer Festival (in Jul 2017).  Previously 

reported. 
Central Southern & Wessex (part of South of England): will take place at Reading (in May 2018). 
Champion Cider & Perry of Scotland: took place at Glasgow (June 2017).  Previously reported. 

 
6d. National Cider Pub of the Year Update (for 2018)  
SN updated the meeting on the competition.  A memo has been sent to branches with the deadlines. 
SN is arranging for the guidelines to be updated following motion 10 of last year in relation to 

discrimination. 
Action: SN to send out updated CPotY guidelines to committee. 
SN expressed concerns about a region where branches were submitting two pubs into the regional 

competition (for example, where the branch covers two regions or counties) and asked the committee 
for their views on including a rule in the national competition that branches can only put one pub 
forward.  Some were concerned about imposing rules on branches in relation to competition and, 
following discussion, a committee vote was taken.  It was agreed to continue with status quo and, as 
long as the region agree, to allow branches to put more than one pub forward should they wish to as 
long as only one pub is put forward from the region. 

 

 
 
 
SN (651) 

6e. Pomona Nominations  
No nominations have been received. 
 

 

7. Promoting & Campaigning Activities  
7a. Key Campaign 3 Update  
Key Campaign 3 should now be known as The Real Ale, Cider & Perry Campaigns Committee. 
 

 

7b. Real Cider Sold Here / WhatPub  
CR reported (via email before the meeting): 

The memo "2018-02-21 Re-Launch of the Real Cider Sold Here Window Sticker Scheme.pdf" was 
sent to branches.  Next stage is to send the stickers out. 

CR reported (via email before the meeting): 
For Actions 632 "Put forward a coherent plan re distributing the RCSH window stickers."  The plan is 

(was) to send a memo to branches saying that we were going to post window stickers to pubs, and 
could they check the data on WhatPub.  We encouraged Pubs Database Coordinators to work 
closely with Branch Cider Reps to achieve this. 

For Actions 633 "Put out a plan for comment re what to do if the RCSH window stickers are sent to 
pubs that no longer fulfil the criteria."  When we send out the stickers, there will be a cover letter to 
explain, and to ask that they don't display the sticker if the ciders they sell don't fulfil the criteria.  We 
can ask branches as part of our October Promotion memo (sent in June) to check cider pubs in their 
branch, and update WhatPub. 

Ellie was thanked for her help with preparation for sending out the stickers. 
 

 

7c. Cider Duty/Exemption Update  
AB reported (via email before the meeting): 

New Cider Duty Banding 
At CAMRA’s Parliamentary Reception we had the opportunity to meet with members of the Treasury. 

Unfortunately due to the Beast from the East, I had to leave early but Ian White was able to have a 
meaningful chat with them and arranged a meeting at their office to discuss the issue of the new 
duty banding due to be introduced next year. Ian White has produced the following notes of this 
meeting 

“Andrea, Ellie (from HQ) and Ian - Visited the Treasury to discuss the proposed White cider tax. A 
really good meeting with 3 officials. Our main thrust was that this tax would affect the medium sized 
Traditional producers, thus reducing consumer choice. The Treasury stated that the White 
carbonated cider is treated the same as still cider by EU definitions (see appendix) Sparkling is 
more the Champagne style of cider. It would be good to have a separate carbonated definition but 
that would mean a lot of EU intervention. Even with leaving the EU fully or even remaining in the 
Single Market it was explained that the UK would have a greater flexibility in the taxies/duty the UK 
can levy but it is seen that for trade, the UK would keep and align definitions to the EU definitions. 
So, after leaving the EU being able to make radical changes to cider definition is not considered to 
be a proposal at the moment. The Treasury main view was that the producers should just 
reformulate their product. We pointed out that this may be easy for commercial brewed /alco pop 
ciders, but 100% juice producers cannot reformulate as they don’t make cider to a recipe. This lead 
to a quite detailed overview of traditional cider making being given during the course of the meeting. 
It was explained that the fruit juice and sugar ratio content would differ from year to year depending 
on a drier or wetter summer. We explained that traditional cider makers only use 100% juice and 
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nothing else is added, it is the seasonal process that apples are pressed in October, November, 
December, left in barns/outhouses etc. to slowly ferment over winter and then final fermentation in 
spring so the drink is ready for April May time. This explanation seemed to be new information for 
the Treasury and that they didn’t appreciate the difference between traditional cider making and the 
more commercial cider production. Hence why the consideration that every producer should 
reformulate is not possible for the traditional cider maker. We counted a proposal that traditional 
cider makers should add water to the juice by explaining that this would reduce the quality and taste 
of the cider. We opposed the suggestion that fermentation should be stopped part way through so a 
lower alcohol volume is produced. That would mean not all the sugar in the juice would be 
fermented so would result in a sweeter cider, and some drinkers do appreciate a dry cider. Again, 
that is changing the characteristics of the drink. We also pointed out that in order to stop the 
fermentation the cider would need to be pasteurised or sulphite added, which would add extra costs 
to traditional producers in pasteurisation equipment and the cider would not be to CAMRA 
definitions. We pressed for the increase in juice content to be the sensible way forward in dealing 
with this issue of white cider. The Treasury officials agreed they had learnt a lot about cider." 

Ellie appreciates that the current definition of 'still cider' can be misleading but we have ascertained 
this would not be easy to change at this point, and thinks that the general feeling from those at the 
meeting was that the officials have little appetite to address the overall definition at this point and are 
somewhat bound by the EU Directive anyway. We can continue to investigate doing something on 
juice content. 

EU Exemption Campaign Update 
Whilst at the meeting with the Treasury, we also discovered that there is still no news from the 

European Commission’s structures of excise duties applied to alcohol and alcoholic beverages 
consultation 

AB and IW had a conversation with the Treasury at CAMRA’s Parliamentary Reception. This led to a 
subsequent meeting with Treasury officials. They have indicated that they are open to submissions on 
duty rate setting. They have also asked for contact details of the other producer associations. We 
hope that this relationship will continue beyond the immediate discussion. 

Action: IW to send information on duty rates to Committee. 
Action: All to email input on Treasury guidance to AB and IW as soon a possible. 
CC reported that he was liaising with Ellie Hudspith concerning Minimum Unit Pricing proposals in 

Wales. 
AB thanked IW for his report on the Parliamentary Reception. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IW (652) 
ALL (653) 

7d. Liaison with Producer Associations  
Feedback from the NACM at the Cider Parliamentary Reception highlighted that because we are liaising 

with the chairs of producer associations, information from our meetings does not always get passed 
on when they hand over the role after one or two years.  Advice from the NACM was to contact the 
secretaries and a list of contacts had been sent to AB.  She will forward this information on to those 
who are liaising with the producers associations. 

Action: AB to forward Producer Association contacts to ML, CC, MG, and LT. 
No further progress was reported on the Kent, and North of England organisations. 
No news from Welsh Perry & Cider Society or from Three Counties Cider and Perry Association. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
AB (654) 

7e Cider Bar Training Update  
CR reported (via email before the meeting): 

There will be Cider Bar Training (Cooling, Bar Management, and Taste Training) at Stockport Beer & 
Cider Festival on either Thursday 31 May or Friday 1 June 2018. 

This was confirmed for the Friday during the meeting. 
There has been no progress on the train the trainer courses as yet. 
Action: CR to find out how to progress train-the-trainer courses. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
CR (655) 

7f. Future Budget/Expenditure  
Please consider items to be included in the 2019 budget ahead of the next meeting. It was noted that 

the reprint of the RCSH stickers for 2019/20 should be considered at this stage. 
There are no perry crowners left.  It was agreed that, should we ask for a reprint, we should ask for 

equal quantities of both cider and perry crowners. 
Action: CR to find out the costs of updated RCSH stickers and new crowners. 
 

 
 
 
 
CR (656) 

7g. Any Other Promoting & Campaigning Business  
A) West Midlands RCC 
Gary Timmins (RD for West Midlands) has nominated Steve Swain.  This was approved by the 

committee by email. 
 
B) Cider Mats 
AB reported (via email before the meeting): 
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Ellie has arranged for the cider mats to be updated to reflect the new branding.  As we discussed in 
January, she has removed the reference to 100% juice and she is going to look into changing the 
layout of the “Real Cider grows on trees” and “Made from fresh pear juice” so that they don’t cover 
the glass.  The plan is for these to be printed after the Easter break. 

The revised design has been distributed to the committee.  There was no further feedback on this and 
Ellie is arranging for the mats to be printed. 

C) Cider Bar Banners and Pull-Ups 
CR reported (via email before the meeting): 

There are no longer any cider bar banners or pull-ups available for festivals from the warehouse.  
They have all been disposed of due to being broken or damaged.  There is a project reviewing all 
the festival materials (banners etc.), but this is not expected to be completed quickly.  We are 
expecting new cider bar banners and pull-ups when the review is complete. 

Concerns were expressed by those present that there are no banners or pull-ups available centrally for 
festivals.  It was noted that some festivals may proceed in purchasing their own if they were unable to 
obtain them from the warehouse.  The possibility of new banners celebrating 30 years of campaigning 
was suggested. 

Action: AB to raise our concerns of the lack of cider banners and pull-ups with Festivals 
Committee. 

 
D) Merchandise 

CR reported (via email before the meeting): 
At the last meeting I showed two ideas for a logo (attached, with a 3rd) for the new make-on-demand 

clothing that I would like to set up.  Make-on-demand clothing is only sensible with embroided logos.  
Print is too expensive to set up for each individual item, and heat transfers will have to be purchased 
up-front.  Embroided means the logo has to fit into 10cm by 10cm.  We could go with our APPLE 
logo, but we've had it for a long time, and I don't think it will be popular.  None of our other artwork 
will work in 10x10.  Therefore, I'm suggesting a new logo, based on the style of both the Pomona 
image and 'Real Cider & Perry Grows on Trees' t-shirt (attached).  In fact, my idea is just to take the 
apple and pear from the t-shirt, possibly change the colours, and add the CAMRA logo.  The first 
stage to getting to the make-on-demand clothing is for the Committee to agree to a new logo for the 
clothing, before we check with other committees.  Your thoughts, especially to colours? 

IW responded (via email before the meeting): 
I trust you don't mind adding to this correspondence.  I had to get a poster done for the London cider 

fest that I am running next month.  My partner (a graphic designer) knocked up a logo.  She has 
taken that logo and done 2 versions that I hope can be considered for this action.  We think this 
more crisp and contemporary. 

Some changed to the designs have been suggested. 
Action: CR to make suggested changes to the embroidered logo designs and distribute the 

amended designs for comment. 
 
E) APPLE's 30th anniversary 
AB reported (via email before the meeting): 

An idea to celebrate our 30th Anniversary came up during a conversation with Ellie Hudspith (from 
HQ), Ian White and myself, something in What’s Brewing including information / events / news 
which had been printed over the years to showcase some of the work we have carried out and our 
achievements. With this in mind Ellie has gone through the What’s Brewing archives and has found 
some relevant clippings from 1988. I am also in the process of retrieving the minutes which I typed 
between 2003 and 2008. 

CR reported (via email before the meeting): 
Some ideas from IW: 
- Organise a Capital Cider Pub Tour, meeting in Euston and then going off on various tours and 

meeting back up. 
- Organise a number of tours in a few parts of the country so by end of Oct, 30 cider pubs have been 

visited.  Perhaps all Regional CPotY winners. 
Some ideas from CR: 
Following on from the '30' idea, we could have articles/lists of: 
- 30 Achievements of Cider & Perry Campaigning [if we can find enough] 
- 30 Festivals with a wide variety of cider & perry 
- 30 National Cider & Perry Championship Winners 
- 30 Cider Producer Visits [visited on the National Cider & Perry Trip] 
- 30 Regional Cider Pubs of the Year 
Some ideas from other sources: 
- A double page spread in WB in October, where one of the articles would be the normal article on 4 

CPotY finalists. 
- We could have articles/news from past 30 years (at least something from each decade). 
- A history of APPLE. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AB (657) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CR (658) 
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- We could put the minutes from the very first meeting (in 1988) on the website. 
- We could/should put all the minutes that AB has onto the website. 

Action: AB to liaise with Tim Hampson to progress articles in What's Brewing. 
ML suggested that the ciders in the proposed list of pubs in London should be checked first. 
ML will approach Tom Oliver with a view to a special 30th Anniversary cider being produced and, if he is 

not in a position to help, AB will approach Ross on Wye to see if they can assist. It was also 
suggested that APPLE committee members could take part in the pressing process at one of the 
producers on the trip to produce a special cider to commemorate our anniversary. 

Action: ML to talk to Tom Oliver about blending an anniversary cider or maybe a perry. 
Luke Bettison suggested that any banner could have the words "Campaigning for Cider & Perry since 

1988". 
Action: AB to investigate the possibility of a 30th anniversary banner. 
PS commented that a list of old Regional CPotY winners may not a good idea if they have gone down 

hill significantly since they won the award 
 
F) From Christine Jane's RCC report: 

The local branch (Bradford) have asked me to mention that cider is gluten free and suitable for people 
with gluten intolerance. What are APPLE doing to promote this? 

It was commented that it is up to the individual to know what they can and cannot consume. 
It was felt that caution should be taken when advising that cider is gluten free to ensure that any advice 

issued is accurate. Straw pressed cider was one of the grey areas mentioned. 
Action: CR to refer query on gluten-free ciders to TAG, including straw pressed. 
 

 
 
AB (659) 
 
 
 
 
 
ML (660) 
 
 
AB (661) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CR (662) 

8. Cider & Perry Promotional Months  
8a May Promotion Update  
AB reported (via email before the meeting): 

I sent a memo to branches on the 15th February. The memo included the message that if there is no 
sign of improvement in 2018, we will revert to only holding the one national cider promotion each 
year in October. An Email was sent to active branch members registered on the membership 
system on the 19th March 2018, which also included the message about looking for an improvement 
in take up from branches. Ellie got in touch on 21st March to let me know that it had definitely had 
an effect as there has been an increase in publicity material orders, and a couple of events had 
been sent to the comms team to go on the website. 

AB also reported that the email sent on 19th March had links to cider related Social Media Graphics for 
use by branches. 

It was agreed that if we do not see more cider events than last year on the calendar for May then we will 
scale back the May promotion. 

 

 

8b. October Campaigning Angle, Branch Events, Template Articles  
AB reported (via email before the meeting): 
Sometime in June I will arrange for a memo to branches about our October Cider Campaign to be 

distributed. 
Template articles were requested. 
Action: CC to write an article on Bulmers for October promotion by the end of May. 
Action: ML to write an article on the 30th anniversary for October promotion by the end of May. 
Action: AB to start an email discussion about a possible October promotion campaigning angle. 
 

 
 
 
 
CC (663) 
ML (664) 
AB (665) 

8c. October National Cider and Perry Trip Update  
AB and CR reported that they have picked up the arrangements for the Worcestershire trip.  John Lewis 

was asked to do some preliminary investigation.  AB has been in contact with the local branch and 
potential coach companies.  The provisional plan is to leave Shrub Hill at 11am and visit Barkers, 
Tardebigge (have lunch there), then Barbourne, returning to Shrub Hill by 6pm. 

 

 

8d. Any Other May/October Business  
None. 
 

 

9. Referrals  

A) From TAG: Following on from our referral, TAG have requested another technical cider person to 
join TAG.  As well as requesting volunteers from the committee, it was agreed to advertise for this role 
in What’s Brewing. 

Action: Anyone interested in joining TAG as a technical cider expert to contact AB. 
Action: AB to arrange for an advert in What's Brewing to ask for people with the relevant 

experience to join TAG to represent cider interests. 
 
B) From Awards Review Group: At its September meeting, the Awards Review Group decided that all 

national awards should have their own remits.  Therefore, we'll need to write remits for CPotY, 

 
 
 
ALL (666) 
 
AB (667) 
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National Cider & Perry Championships, and Pomona.  We should use the Committee remit as a 
template until a specific template is available. 

Action: AB/CR to make a start on remits for CPotY, the National Cider and Perry Championships 
and Pomona Awards. 

 
C) From Branches Committee: Branches Committee have asked that the timetable for the CPotY 

competition be reviewed to establish whether the timescales for judging at the regional round can be 
extended. 

Action: SN & AB to consider whether more time can be given for the regional round of CPotY. 
 

 
 
AB/CR (668) 
 
 
 
 
 
SN/AB (669) 

10. Date and Venue of Future Meetings  
Saturday 30th June, noon, Orange Tree, Norton Road, Baldock SG7 5AW. 
Friday 12th October, 7pm, tbc, Worcestershire. 

[Subsequently arranged to be Dragon Inn, 51 The Tything, Worcester, WR1 1JT] 
Saturday 12th January, noon, tbc, Bristol. 
Action: IP to find a suitable pub for Jan 2019 meeting. 

[Subsequently arranged to be Orchard Inn, 12 Hanover Place, Spike Island, Bristol, BS1 6XT] 
Action: AB to email possible dates for the March/April meeting. 
It was noted that Wigan Central in Wigan had offered to host a meeting. 
 

 
 
 
 
IP (670) 
AB (671) 

11. Any Other Business  
A) ML reported that this year's Imbibe show is on 2-3 July at Olympia and anyone can register as 

CAMRA.  For more details, visit https://live.imbibe.com/ for more details. 
 
B) Single use plastic in Bag-In-Box 
CR reported (via email before the meeting): 

Wider public concerns over single use plastic may have an impact on Bag-In-Box cider.  Campaigns 
Strategy Committee (CPC) will be discussing single use plastic at their next meeting, mainly in 
relation to KeyKegs.  They have asked TAG for their views.  Considering Bag-In-Box is becoming 
common, we should have a position/explanation/argument on the pros and cons.  The plastic bag 
could be viewed as "single use avoidable plastic" as tubs could be used instead. 

We may find CPC recommends a CAMRA wide policy.  My view is we should have a policy, but not 
an onerous one.  Along the lines of "to reduce the use of single-use plastic where possible, to 
recycle single-use plastic where possible, and to encourage others to do the same". 

Jim Brande responded (via email before the meeting): 
If bag in box was to go it would mean that virtually all outlets in Scotland would cease to sell real cider 

as the complication of getting tubs back to suppliers would be a nightmare. Most of deliveries to 
Scotland are either by pallet or through a courier. 

CR responded (via email before the meeting): 
There's no suggestion that BiBs will be banned.  It's just a case of us having a reasoned argument for 

them, and an active intention to re-use or re-cycle rather than throw away.  This way, we are less 
likely to come under pressure. 

It was felt that recycling bag-in-box plastic should be encouraged. 
Action: ML to establish whether the bags in bag-in-box can be recycled. 
 
C) Correspondence was noted from Lauren Archell, Denise Bowes, and Beccy from the Birch 

restaurant, Bristol. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ML (672) 

Meeting closed at 3.40pm.  
 

Actions From This Meeting 
 

https://live.imbibe.com/
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Action Detail Who Origin 

448 Approve the questionnaire for producers by the next meeting. AB/IP 3 (Jan 16) 

483 
Contact Alexander Wright (IT director) to request somewhere to host a web-based 
form, plus all the information gathered. 

CR/AB 3 (Apr 16) 

506 
Draft a joint memo from APPLE, TAG and the Festivals Committee regarding cider 
cooling at festivals. 

CR 8 (Apr 16) 

510 Send the producers' questionnaire to MRSG. AB 3 (Jun 16) 

550 
Send our final version of Producers Questionnaire to Tom Oliver (with Three 
Counties Cider Association hat) in confidence for his comments. 

ML 3 (Jan 17) 

590 
JL to liaise with AB & CR to help with guidance notes for producing a cider pub 
trail. 

JL/AB/CR 7 (Jul 17) 

596 Encourage branches to update the cider information on WhatPub. AB/CR 7b (Jul 17) 

597 Email details for next year’s Imbibe show. ML 7d (Jul 17) 

601 

Ask the committee, RCCs and branches via a memo and on-line survey, whether 
they would welcome the opportunity to score ciders on WhatPub, and ask how the 
branches would use the information.  Questions on other issues previously 
mentioned to also be included. 

CR/AB 7e (Jul 17) 

609 
Liaise with Ellie and email RCCs and Festival organisers requesting email 
addresses for as many producers as they might have. 

IP 
3 (Oct 17) 
3 (Jan 18) 

610 
Liaise to prioritise and lead on the list of guidance notes – amalgamating some and 
discarding others. 

PS/IW 
5 (Oct 17) 
5 (Jan 18) 

616 Continue to try and source cider mugs, perhaps made of glass. ML 
8fB(Oct 17) 
8fG(Jan 18) 

617 
Send out an invite for members to get in touch regarding engaging with cider 
producers, in relation to the idea of Cider Maker Liaison Officers. Liaising with 
CC who is happy to help. 

PS 
8fC (Oct 17) 
8fE (Jan 18) 

626 
Ask Chris Rogers if he would assist in organising a regional Speciality Cider and 
Perry Competition. 

GH 7a (Jan 18) 

635 Suggest ideas for requirements for future budget/expenditure. ALL 8e (Jan 18) 

638 
Inform ML of your thoughts on RCCs and branch cider officers sending information 
to your local CAMRA magazines. 

RCCs 8fC(Jan 18) 

639 
Produce a set of questions to form an annual survey for RCCs and email it to the 
committee for comment. 

ML 8fD(Jan 18) 

640 Produce a web form of the above after it has been approved. CR 8fD(Jan 18) 

644 Share ideas on how to put Rhys’ legacy to good use. Committee 8fH(Jan 18) 

645 Feedback to AB ideas for the May promotional month. ALL 9c (Jan 18) 

    

648 
Feedback to CR and PS explaining what we would like to do with the information 
collected on the producers' questionnaire. 

ALL 3 

649 Seek advice from John Cottrell re GDPR wording. CR 3 

650 Draft a Guidance Note on 'Real Vs Non-Real'. IW/CC  5 

651 Send out updated CPotY guidelines to committee. SN 6d 

652 Send information on duty rates to Committee. IW 7c 

653 Email input on Treasury guidance to AB and IW as soon a possible. ALL 7c 

654 Forward Producer Association contacts to ML, CC, MG, and LT. AB 7d 

655 Find out how to progress train-the-trainer courses. CR 7e 

656 Find out the costs of updated RCSH stickers and new crowners. CR 7f 

657 
Raise our concerns of the lack of cider banners and pull-ups with Festivals 
Committee. 

AB 7gC 

658 
Make suggested changes to the embroidered logo designs and distribute the 
amended designs for comment. 

CR 7gD 

659 Liaise with Tim Hampson to progress articles in What's Brewing. AB 7gE 

660 Talk to Tom Oliver about blending an anniversary cider or maybe a perry. ML 7gE 

661 Investigate the possibility of a 30th anniversary banner. AB 7gE 

662 Refer query on gluten-free ciders to TAG, including straw pressed. CR 7gF 

663 Write an article on Bulmers for October promotion by the end of May. CC 8b 

664 Write an article on 30th anniversary for October promotion by the end of May. ML 8b 

665 Start an email discussion about a possible October promotion campaigning angle. AB 8b 

666 Anyone interested in joining TAG as a technical cider expert to contact AB. ALL 9A 

667 
Arrange for an advert in What's Brewing to ask for people with the relevant 
experience to join TAG to represent cider interests. 

AB 9A 

668 
Make a start on remits for CPotY, the National Cider and Perry Championships 
and Pomona Awards. 

AB/CR 9B 

669 Consider whether more time can be given for the regional round of CPotY. SN/AB 9C 
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670 Find a suitable pub for Jan 2019 meeting. IP 10 

671 Email possible dates for the March/April meeting. AB 10 

672 Establish whether the bags in bag-in-box can be recycled. ML 11B 

 

Regional Cider Coordinators Reports 
 
Below is a summary of written reports. 
 

Central Southern, Elvis Evans, (elvis.evans@btinternet.com) [2 Apr 2018] 

Reports received so far (In case you wonder why many reports mention wassailing: it’s because I asked about it.) 
 
South East Berkshire branch 
SE Berks Branch has recently awarded The Crispin in Wokingham as our branch Cider POTY. 
Visiting the Branches in our area for the CPOTY judging allowed us to update What Pub with the latest information on Pubs that regularly serve 
Real Cider & Perry. 
There are now just eight pubs in our branch area that serve real cider throughout the year, about 10%. This is a decrease of one since last year. 
Wetherspoons have had a March Beer an d Cider Festival and this has led to more choice of Festival Ciders in the Bracknell branch and serving 
Ciders in the Wokingham branch that doesn’t regularly stock cider. 
There are no current plans for May Cider and Perry month although I will provide advertising on our branch website for any Pub festivals that 
include real cider. 
Not sure many in our branch would know what wassailing was.  
I do have my own wassailing mug but I’ve never seen one elsewhere in our branch, let alone singing any wassailing songs! 
Mike Lee, Cider Contact – SE Berks 
 
West Berkshire branch 
There are no new stockists of real cider/perry here in the West Berks CAMRA area.  
For Cider May I have a few things in the planning stages but as of yet cannot confirm any dates but find below a list of probabilities:  
• West Berks May Cider Trail - All stockists on a trail for the whole of May  
• CiderNiks launch of new season Cider at The Catherine Wheel  
• Cider & Cheese night at the Cow & Cask Micropub  
• Visit to Tutts Clump Cider  
• Cider science night with Nick Edwards inc ABV testing (again at the Catherine Wheel) 
As you can see I am going to be a bit busy organising these, but no doubt will have time to catch up with you at the trade session of Reading 
Beer & Cider festival.  
Wassail, Rod 
 
Mitlton Keynes & North Bucks 
My name is Gary Trafine and I am the Cider rep for MIlton Keynes and North Bucks. 
Sadly there are no cider producers in the MIlton Keynes area .There was one but they have moved outside the area .This was Virtual Orchard 
and I will be calling on them to see if they can still help us. 
I am currently writing to Pubs in the GBG for an update on who is selling cider and the supplier .So far I have only had a reply from the Red Lion 
at Fenny Straford , who supply Westons Old Rosie and Rosies Pig but not sure if this counts as Real Cider ?  
We have a branch meeting on 9 April where I can raise your issues but this may be too late for you.  
Further to my previous e-mail just to let you know The Red Lion at Fenny also sells Thatchers Stans Big Apple and Cheddar Valley CIder . 
They also sell Aspalls Temple Moon and Friels Vintage cider. 
You may be aware of these ciders but I have written to them to see if they are real ciders as described by CAMRA. 
Cheers Gary Trafine  
Cider Rep, MIlton Keynes and North Bucks  
 
White Horse branch 
Just had our local beer festival. Cider and Perry sales down. Suspect lack of women attending and bad weather may have not helped. No new 
producers. Have heard tell of a small but discerning band of cider drinkers out at the King and Queen pub at Longcot. They are offering Orchard 
Pig Navelgazer Dry still cider - 6% VOL and Lilley’s Cider Barn Merry Monkey Scrumpy which are two that I haven’t seen round here before. 
Hope to go off and investigate soon. 
Libby 
 
Oxford city branch 
Nothing new happening in Oxford area.  
I think the nearest producers are covered by South Oxfordshire CAMRA and West Berks CAMRA (we went to the wassail at Tutts Clump). I 
helped Cameron (Sam’s chap) on the cider bar at Winchester Beer & Cider Festival last month - good turn out. 
Sam 

 

East Anglia, Chris Rouse, (chrisjrouse@yahoo.co.uk) [29 Mar 2018] 

East Anglian Cider & Perry Competitions 
Planning is under way for the Cambridgeshire, Hertfordshire, and Essex cider competitions.  All perries will be judged at Norwich in October. 
 
Cider Pub of the Year 2018 
In East Anglia, we have a county round for Cider Pub of the Year, and a 'county cider coordinator' to gather and process scores.  The deadline for 
the county round is Sunday 15 Apr 2018.  For the Regional Round, we have multiple judges. 
 
The Cider Pub of the Year for each Branch is as follows: 

East Bedfordshire: Engineers Arms, 68 High Street, Henlow, Bedfordshire, SG16 6AA, http://whatpub.com/BEE/210 
North Bedfordshire: Devonshire Arms, 32 Dudley Street, Bedford, MK40 3TB, http://whatpub.com/BEN/51 
South Bedfordshire: Black Lion, 20 High Street, Leighton Buzzard, Bedfordshire, LU7 1EA, http://whatpub.com/BES/251 
Cambridge & District: Plough, 12 High Street, Shepreth, SG8 6PP, http://whatpub.com/CAM/225 
Ely & District: Drayman's Son, 29a Forehill, Ely, Cambridgeshire, CB7 4AA, http://whatpub.com/ELY/47 
Huntingdonshire: Ale Taster (formerly Hog & Partridge), 25 Russell Street, St Neots, PE19 1BA, http://whatpub.com/STN/189 
Peterborough & District: Frothblowers, 78 Storrington Way, Werrington, Peterborough, PE4 6QP, http://whatpub.com/PET/638 
Herts & Essex Borders (Herts): Queens Head, Allens Green, Sawbridgeworth, Herts, CM21 0LS, http://whatpub.com/HEB/13 
North Hertfordshire: Garden City Brewery & Bar, 22 The Wynd, Letchworth Garden City, SG6 3EN, http://whatpub.com/HEN/4041 

http://whatpub.com/BEE/210
http://whatpub.com/BEN/51
http://whatpub.com/BES/251
http://whatpub.com/CAM/225
http://whatpub.com/ELY/47
http://whatpub.com/STN/189
http://whatpub.com/PET/638
http://whatpub.com/HEB/13
http://whatpub.com/HEN/4041
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South Hertfordshire: Mermaid, 98 Hatfield Road, St Albans, Hertfordshire, AL1 3RL, http://whatpub.com/SHE/704 
Watford & District: Land of Liberty Peace & Plenty, Long Lane, Heronsgate, Rickmansworth, Herts, WD3 5BS, http://whatpub.com/WAT/371 
Chelmsford & Mid Essex: Hop Beer Shop, 173 Moulsham Street, Chelmsford, CM2 0LD, http://whatpub.com/CME/11550 
Colchester & North East Essex: Victoria Inn, 10 North Station Road, Colchester, Essex, CO1 1RB, http://whatpub.com/COL/11113 
Herts & Essex Borders (Essex): Woodbine Inn, Honey Lane, Waltham Abbey, Essex, EN9 3QT, http://whatpub.com/HEB/11457 
Maldon and Dengie: Carpenters' Arms, 33 Gate Street, Maldon, Essex, CM9 5QF, http://whatpub.com/DEN/10473 
North West Essex: NONE 
South East Essex: Mawson's, 781 Southchurch Road, Southend-on-Sea, SS1 2PP, http://whatpub.com/ESE/11550 
South West Essex: NONE 
Tendring: Ship, 35 Walton Road, Kirby-le-Soken, CO13 0DT, http://whatpub.com/TND/11017 
Ipswich & East Suffolk: Dove Street Inn, 76 St Helen's St, Ipswich, IP4 2LA, http://whatpub.com/SUF/458 
Mid Anglia (Suffolk): Queen's Head, 7 Cross St, Eye, IP23 7AB, http://whatpub.com/SUF/264 
North East Suffolk: Caxton Club, Gaol Lane, Beccles, Suffolk, NR34 9SJ, http://whatpub.com/WAV/4050 
West Suffolk: Dove, 68 Hospital Road, Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk, IP33 3JU, http://whatpub.com/WSB/131 
Mid Anglia (Norfolk): NONE 
East Norfolk: New Entertainer, 80 Pier Plain, Gorleston, NR31 6PG, http://whatpub.com/NOR/281 
Norwich & Norfolk: White Lion, 73 Oak Street, Norwich, Norfolk, NR3 3AQ, http://whatpub.com/NOR/841 
West Norfolk: Blackstone Engine Bar, Denver Windmill, Sluice Road, Denver, PE38 0EG, http://whatpub.com/KLN/1335 

 
Producers 
Buntingford Brewery has bought up the cider making equipment and remaining stock of Franklins Cider. 
 
The presentation of 3 certificates to Simon's Cider took place on Thu 18 Jan 2018 at Cambridge Winter Ale Festival.  They were for: 
    Cider of the Festival, Winner, Simon's Cider, COX!!! 
    Cider of the Festival, 2nd Place, Simon's Cider, Sweet 'P' 
    Perry of the Festival, Winner, Simon's Cider, Gibson's Perry 
 
The presentation of 2 certificates to S.O. Cider took place on Fri 19 Jan 2018 at Cambridge Winter Ale Festival.  They were for: 
    Cambridgeshire Cider Competition 2017: 2nd Place, S.O. Cider, Barrel No. 3 
    Cambridge Beer Festival 2017: Cider of the Festival, 3rd Place, S.O. Cider, Barrel no. 5 

 

East Midlands, Chris Gascoyne, (ciderchris82@gmail.com) [4 Apr 2018] 

Entries for East Midlands Cider POTY are slightly higher than last year, 17 in total. I'm looking forward to the judging and to finding out who the 
next winner will be. 
 
Only one branch report received from Nottingham as below. 
 
Nottingham Branch Cider POTY news: 
Winner: BeerHeadZ Nottingham Station. Presentation at 19:30 on Weds 11th April. All welcome. 
Runner Up: Doctor's Orders, Carrington. Presentation at 20:00 on Weds 25th April. All welcome. 
 
The Nottingham CAMRA Cider Saunter will be held throughout July this year. Run along same lines as the Stout & Porter Stroll and Mild Trail. So 
far over 20 pubs have expressed a desire to be involved. To qualify for involvement, pubs have to ensure at least one East 
Midlands Regional real cider or perry must be available throughout the 
month of July. Any cider involved must meet the current CAMRA definition of real cider / perry. 
Full details will be printed in the centre pages (4 page pull out) of the June/July Nottingham Drinker ND146. 
All those who visit & collect a Saunter sticker from at least 8 different pubs on the Saunter will qualify for a free pint of cider or perry at the 2018 
Nottingham CAMRA Robin Hood Beer & Cider Festival. 
 
Currently planning the launch of the 2017 Under Pressure Cider made from donated fruit at the Robin Hood & Little John in Arnold as part of 2017 
CAMRA Apple Month & to celebrate Apple Day. 240 litres were made all to be sold in aid of the Combat Stress charity, with 100% of all monies 
going to the Charity 

 

Greater London, Denis Bowen, (denisbowen@gmail.com) [report from Ian White 4 Apr 2018] 

Events and past Festivals 
London Drinker 
Reported more attendees and more beer drunk. Order the same amount of cider last year but has a quite a bit left over . 
There was a decent Craft /key keg bar so perhaps that took some of the attention. 
 
Future Events and festivals 
New London regional cider festival  
The loss of Bromley Branch much loved venue the Labour club (now demolished ready for a block of "Luxury" flats to be built on it), so Bromley 
Branch has decided not to continue. 
London Cider reps have got together and have a new venue in New Cross Goldsmiths University Student Union. Sat 28th April.  
30 to 40 ciders and perries will be on offer. 
Social media is being used by the Student Union to various local universities to publicie this event.  
Festival organiser is a certain known character  Mr White. 
 
Mid summer festival – run by Sarah Dunn ex young members rep. 
It was Stated :  
www.crowdfunder.co.uk/cider-in-the-city-blossomtime-event  
I'm planning a major cider event this summer in London. It's in a beautiful venue. There are some great makers keen to get involved and the 
whole thing has the potential to be a lot of fun. 
Seems to try and get this Crowsfunded and has already had the date moved. 
Will see what comes of this  
 
Producers 
Pilango Cider 
Their first pop up was at Broadway Market in Tooting in August 2016.  
Since then they have grown range of Ciders, their team, followers and fans to a point where they are no longer can operate within that space. 
They have taken the decision to close the site and they have new much bigger site in Fulham which is currently undergoing a fit out, which hope 
to open in February 2018 

http://whatpub.com/SHE/704
http://whatpub.com/WAT/371
http://whatpub.com/CME/11550
http://whatpub.com/COL/11113
http://whatpub.com/HEB/11457
http://whatpub.com/DEN/10473
http://whatpub.com/ESE/11550
http://whatpub.com/TND/11017
http://whatpub.com/SUF/458
http://whatpub.com/SUF/264
http://whatpub.com/WAV/4050
http://whatpub.com/WSB/131
http://whatpub.com/NOR/281
http://whatpub.com/NOR/841
http://whatpub.com/KLN/1335
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Pubs 
Loss of a cider pub : 
Bree Louise Euston  
Has often 10 ciders on offer, has now closed in early 2018. Due to H2 developments - flattening the whole area the pub is in. 
 
Gain of a new outlet : 
Kentish Belle Bexley 
New micro pub in a reasonable sized premise, number of real ciders on offer. Run by Mr Nick Hair a cider fan and who is standing for the NE. 
Looking forward to how well cider sales go. 
 
Other News 
Amateur cider maker 
Again, being held at the London drinker festival, in March, run by Christine Cryne. 
To enter all you have to do is register your application at the below website and supply 4 pints of your cider or perry to the Festival before 
12.15pm on Friday 16th March 2018. The produce must be non pasteurised or filtered and the cider maker must live in Greater London.  
 The judging will take place that afternoon with the Awards being handed out late afternoon. 
 
N London Press release : 
Mill Hill Man wins London Amateur Cider Maker Award for a second time 
Jimmy Whitmore, who lives in Muswell Hill scooped first prize in the second London Amateur Cider Maker Award with his Pandemic Sweet Cider 
at 7% ABV. 
Christine Cryne, the Organiser  of the London Drinker Festival, where the judging took place said ‘There are plenty of home brewing competitions 
but few that celebrate the home cider maker so we thought we’d change that. The judges, which consisted of both experts and cider drinking 
customers were impressed with the cider, commenting on well balanced fruitiness that made it easy to drink’. 
Dilys Whitworth, Jimmy’s wife, was particularly delighted on the win as she explained that this was her favourite! 
To enter the competition the cider maker had to live in London and use apples from sources within London. Jimmy’s cider was made with apples 
grown in Hanwell and Stanmore. 
The award was sponsored by the Wenlock Arms, in Hoxton, who are known for their cider range. 

 

Greater Manchester, Mike Gilroy, (mikegilroy17@yahoo.co.uk) [2 Apr 2018] 

Regional. 
We have 196 pubs selling real cider/perry. 
North of England Cider & Perry Competition 2018. 
Held at Manchester Beer & Cider Festival. 
Cider; 1st Hedghogger "Old Aged Pig" 2nd Ampleforth Abbey "traditional Still" 3rd Dunham Press "Early Bird" 
Perry; 1st La Cantina "Yesterdays Dreams" 2nd Udders Orchard "Waterloo Sunset 3rd Red Bank "Crackin' Pear" 
The winners go to the finals at Reading in May. 
Regional Cider Pub of the Year; Judging is well under way. The branch winners are; Bolton; Brewery Tap, Central Manchester; Brink, High Peak; 
Samuel Oldknow Salford; New Oxford, Stockport; Petersgate Tap, Trafford & Hulme; Font (Chorlton) and Wigan;Tap 'n' Barrel. We have more 
judges this year (12 I think) than any other year and all at their own expence!  
The next cider rep meetings are; 15th April, venue tba (Michael Corlett) at 1pm and 8th July @ Terrace 1pm. 
 
Beer & Cider festivals; 
Oldham (April 6th-7th) 
Bolton (April 26th-28th)  
Stockport (May 31st-June 2nd  
 
Bolton; Alison Whitaker.  
The Bolton Branch judging of the other CPOTY pubs in Greater Manchester should be completed by the end of March. It’s been good to have a 
companion judge this year rather than having to do the usual solo effort. 
Bolton CAMRA Beer Festival will feature 8 ciders and 2 perries from various parts of England. 
Central Manchester; Michael Corlett.  No report sent 
High Peak, Tameside &  North East Cheshire; Phil Moss.  No report sent 
Salford; Dave Hampshire.  No report sent 
Rochdale, Oldham & Bury; Mike Robinson.  No report sent 
Stockport & South Manchester; Mike Gilroy. 
We have 45 pubs selling real cider/perry. 
Cider Pub of the Year; Petersgate Tap. 
Presentation; Saturday 14th April at 2pm  
South East Lancashire;   No report sent 
Trafford & Hulme; Ellie Bickle.  No report sent 
Wigan; Carol Worthington.  No report sent 

 

Kent, Linda Thompson, (linda_a_thompson@yahoo.co.uk) [3 Apr 2018] 

Past Events 
12th Planet Thanet Easter Beer Festival, Margate, Kent. There were approximately 61 ciders and 11 perries from Kent and elsewhere. 
 
Forthcoming Events 
13th Bexley Beer Festival: Thurs eve 3 – Sat 5 May 2018 
Old Dartfordians Sports Club, War Memorial Club House, Bourne Road, Bexley, Kent DA5 1LW. 
See http://bexley.camra.org.uk/beer_festival.html for details. CAMRA members and under 26s (with proof of ID) FREE. 
 
May cider month promotion 
Bexley branch: CIDER & CHEESE SOCIAL: Thurs 17 May 2018 20:00 – 22:30 
Kentish Belle Ale House & Gin Palace, 8 Pickford Ln, Bexleyheath DA7 4QW. 
Varied ciders served with cheeses and accompaniments. 
 
Deal, Dover & Sandwich branch: MAY CIDER TRAIL: Saturday, 19th May 2018 at 12.00 
Starting at the Thirsty Scarecrow, 107 High Street, Dover, CT16 1EB.  
See DDS website http://www.camra-dds.org.uk/ for full itinerary nearer the time. 
 

http://bexley.camra.org.uk/beer_festival.html
http://www.camra-dds.org.uk/
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National Cider & Perry Pub of the Year 2018: Kent round 
This year I have 8 out of 9 branch winners, as follows. (The other branch don't have any active cider drinkers to judge their pubs.) 
I will be declaring separate East Kent (E) and West Kent (W) winners before deciding on an overall Kent winner. 
(The winner for Bexley branch, Hackney Carriage, Lamorbey, Sidcup, goes through to the London competition.) 
 Canterbury, Herne Bay & Whitstable (E): Thomas Tallis, Canterbury 
 Deal, Dover, Sandwich & District (E):  Berry, Walmer, Deal 
 Gravesend & Darent Valley (W):  Old House, Ightham 
 Maidstone & Mid Kent (W):   Cellars Alehouse, Maidstone 
 Medway (W):    Past and Present Gillingham 
 Swale (E):    Admiral’s Arm, Queenborough, Sheppey 
 Thanet (E):    Hair of the Dog, Minster, Thanet 
 West Kent (W):    Pantiles Tap, Tunbridge Wells. 

 

Merseyside and Cheshire, Linda Harris, (ciderandperry@gmail.com) [29 Mar 2018] 

Halton  David Grey  
Real Cider and Perry remains in short supply,  The short number of local outlets remain unchanged, their are some landlords that view cider as 
only a summer product  
A number of public and have stated they will, trial cider and Perry over the summer  
months, which is a glimmer of hope for the branch  
 
Samantha Mullins - Liverpool 
After 22 years Steve Burks has stepped down as cider officer for Liverpool  
Steve was also, RCC prior to my self for 10 of those years  
The Liverpool beer festival sold 26 .5 bag in boxes, out of 27  
The best seller was Tiny Rebel periscope Perry 4/8. The runner up was  
Ventons Scrumpy 6 per cent  
I welcome Samantha and wish her well in her roll  
 
Chester and South Clywd - Linda Harris 
Sadly I do not have much of a cider report for my own branch, due to work commitments  
I obviously can not be involved with a cider pub entry for my own branch  
 
Macclesfield are busy preparing for their beer festival, which is in May Cider month  
I have a request from Barbra Icke ,saying Mike and Lynn. Wawiorko  
They would like to be joint cider reps for the branch  
As Barbra al, thoe still active would like to hand over to Mike and Lynn  
I welcome them to the roll and the branch  
 
Jan Lawton - Wirral 
The cider and Perry scene remains the same on the Wirral, at the moment  
She sends her apologies for her absence today as she is at a Wirral branch event  
 
St Helens - Joanne Griffiths. And Sandy Gavin 
Joanne is sadly standing down as cider officer for St Helens  
And is on the move to  Southport  
She may join aSouthport branch, but not just yet  
Their are 12 Cider outlets in St Helens at this moment  
Al, serving cider and Perry  
The junction in Rain Ford is back serving 2 Ciders  
The Phoenix has now 1 Cider back on  
The Cricketers has reduced their range from 20 to 10 mixed Cider and Perry's 
The Lamb has 2 plus mulled Cider  
All in all good  Cider and Perry outlets, most popular  
I wish Joanne well with her move and hope she keeps in touch with us  
 
Southport - no Cider Officer 
Southport are busy preparing for their beer festival I October which is Cider month  
I wish them well, and I would like to thank Doug for al, his help with LiverPool festival  
 
Linda Harris - RCC Merseyside and Cheshire 
A big thank you for everyone who attended the Lunch at The Appleton Thorn Village  
Hall   
It was to say Thank You To David Knibb, for the hard work he does go North Cheshire Branch  
It was nice for us all to Chill out and relax  

 

North East, Bill Wilkinson, (williamhwilkinson@hotmail.com) [29 Mar 2018] 

Cider Pub of the Year 2018 
Once again, every north east branch is participating in this year's competition. The entries are: 
Cleveland - Thomas Sheraton, Stockton-on-Tees (Wetherspoons). 
Darlington - Town; Old Vic, Darlington; Country - Strathmore Arms, Holwick, Teesdale. 
Durham - City; Station House (current regional Cider POTY); County/Wear Valley  - Black Lion, Wolsingham. 
Sunderland - Ship Isis; & South Tyneside - Marine, South Shields. 
Tyneside - Free Trade, Byker; & Northumberland - The Office, Morpeth. 
 
This is the first time a Wetherspoons pub has been nominated by one of my branches. 
 
Branch Cider Officers. 
I'm pleased to welcome Ian Sladdin as the new Cleveland branch cider officer. Ian was until their branch AGM at the end of January Branch 
Chairman. Cleveland branch, despite straddling the Yorkshire/North East regional divide have fully supported cider campaigning over the past 
five or six years and this has been during Ian's period as branch chair and the fact he has put it on their agenda.  
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The largest branch in the region, Tyneside & Northumberland still remains the only one without a cider officer in place. I have spoken with their 
branch chairman as recently as the Northumberland branch Cider POTY presentation in Morpeth at the end of January urging the branch 
committee to fill the post as soon as possible. 
 
Cider Producer. 
Harleston Cider are my only active producer. In a recent e-mail Tim informed me that their regular north east outlets are the Free Trade, Byker 
(where it is the "house" cider), Cumberland Arms, Byker, Town Mouse micro pub in Newcastle City Centre (Tyneside CAMRA Pub of the Year 
2018) and finally the Station House, Durham (current North East CAMRA Cider POTY). It also appears as a guest cider in other cider pubs, 
including The Office in Morpeth.  
 
Cider Wholesalers. 
As part of the judging process for this year's POTY competition, I'm investigating which wholesalers are supplying north east cider pubs. I also 
intend getting our branch cider officers to start enquiring about wholesalers whenever they're surveying cider outlets. 
I'm concerned as I've encountered a cider on sale in a local pub from one particular producer which is renowned for its outrageous delivery 
charges if supplied direct. The pub staff either don't know (or won't tell) who the supplier/wholesaler is and my investigations go on. 

 

Scotland & N Ireland, Jim Brande, (jimthejambo33@gmail.com) [2 Apr 2018] 

Still trying hard in Scotland to get branches to take cider a wee bit more seriously. 
 
Seven branches have put pubs forward for Cider POTY compared to three last year, so, some success here. 
 
Scottish Cider & Perry Competition is to be held at 20th Anniversary Kingdom of Fife Beer Festival on Thursday 3rd May. I have a space for one 
more judge if anyone wants to come up and help out. We have 22 ciders on tap at the Festival and are a ten minute walk from a JD 
Wetherspoons hotel which also sells cider. 

 

Wales, Chris Charters, (chris@outdoor-sport.u-net.com) [1 Apr 2018] 

A new Micro Pub 
Watson's Ale House, 24 High Street, Knighton  
Knighton sees its first micro pub, it was a butcher’s shop in an earlier life, and there are still parts left from that time, hooks from the ceiling, walk 
in cold room, etc. 
It has a selection of ales, their own produced cider, together with Skyborry cider & perry and a large selection of gin. It is intended to have food 
available in the future, but there is an excellent arrangement with the chippy next door who delivery to your table. 
 
Meeting at Welsh Assembly 
The annual reception at the Senedd of the Welsh Assembly was organised by Faye Grima from CAMRA, and hosted by Jeremy Miles AM. 
The occasion is a great opportunity for Assembly members and the industry to come together to celebrate beer, cider and pubs and the 
contribution they make in Wales. 
It is also chance for the brewers, and cider producers of Wales to meet with the AMs and discus over samples of beer & cider items concerning 
the industry. 
 
Cross Party Group for Beer, Cider, and Pubs 
Thank to Simon Thomas AM, who has been instrumental in setting up a new cross party group for beer, cider, and pubs This was previously the 
‘Food and Drink’ group which has now been disbanded. This gives the drinks industry in Wales the opportunity to lobby the AMs and discus 
assembly policy. 
 
Increased Duty, and 50p per unit charges 
I brought up the problem of the double whammy hitting the industry, and told the assembly could not do anything about the increased band in 
duty to try control the high acholic cheap “White Cider” problem. This was a Westminster Government matter. 
However, I was assured that the 50p / unit charge was only going to be applied to supermarkets, and other cheap drinks outlets, and not a taken 
at source from the producer, but how this is going to work I don’t know. I believe I was getting a lot of “political” answers!! 
 
Assets of Community Value (AVC) 
Wales unlike England does not have any protection for its pubs. It has promised legislation to bring in a similar ruling, but the progress is very 
slow. We were assured by the AMs present, and the setting up of the new cross-party group, that it would now be treated as a priority. 
There are several viable pubs in Wales that have been left in limbo due to not being able to apply for an AVC. The Radnorshire Arms, The Pwll 
Gwyn, and this last week The Seven Stars at Aberedw for just three!! 
The above are ongoing problems, but with the progress made with treasury at Westminster, and hopefully with the new cross party group formed 
by the Welsh Assemble we may make satisfactory progress. 
 
Joint Festivals 
I attended Sally's Lavenders wake in Birmingham, and was pleased to see Nik Antona there. 
Michael Havard of Greenman festivals has been in contact with me. He is in charge of the bars at the festivals they run, and wishes to increase 
the real ales, and mainly the ciders they have available, having been to several CAMRA festivals he likes our set up of having several hundred 
different beers and ciders for sale. Unfortunately, he has not been able to get the producers to work in this way, they are only interested in they 
own products. (no surprise there) So he has asked if we can assist him to set up a CAMRA stile bar, which he is happy to pay for; including hire 
of CAMRA equipment. 
As Duncan Ward was on the festivals committee I had been discussing this request with him, also, he was setting up the National Welsh Beer & 
Cider Festival to be held at the Motor Point Cardiff in 2019.To which he had asked me to set up and run the cider bar. 
Unfortunately, Duncan has been taken seriously ill, with a diagnosis of a very virulent form of Parkinson’s disease, with a limit of 2 year’s survival. 
On hearing this I went to see Buster Grant of Brecon Brewery, who said Duncan has resigned from all his commitments to Brecon Brewery, 
Brecon Tap, and Kilverts hotel. Leaving Buster with the problem of covering the gaps left. 
So, I was pleased to see Nik and Ian at Sally’s wake, and resolve the linking of Michael of Greenman with CAMRA, and when Nik has had a 
chance to talk to Duncan, where we are going with National Welsh Beer & Cider Festival. (Note: Subsequent to this report being submitted Chris 
has been in touch with Duncan and it seems that his health issues are now under control) 
 
Welsh Branches Cider Pub of the Year 2018 

Bay Hop in Colwyn Bay. (Abercolwyn) 
Druid Inn (Bae Ceredigion) 
City Arms (Cardiff) 
The Plough & Harrow (Glam and Bridgend)  

Cellar Door (Newport  
Pencelli Hotel (Treorchy) 
Ancient Briton (Penycae) 

No Sign Bar (Swansea) 
Watson’s (Radnorshire) 
Cellar Door (Gwent) 

 
Future Events 
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Llandrindod Wells May Day Weekend Ale & Cider Nouveau Trail 
May Day weekend is when Radnorshire CAMRA have the Llandod Ale Trail & Cider Nouveau Festival. This includes 3 pubs. Avon Ale House, 
Llanerch Inn, Middleton Arms, a tented area, and the Conservative Club, which is open to all during the event. (although the Conservative Club 
suggests a political establishment, nothing could be further from the truth. The membership is made up of a cosmopolitan section of the local 
population, and welcomes CAMRA members with a valid membership card) 
They all have cider for sale, and the Arvon has previous won the Welsh Cider Pub of the Year.  
This is the time of year when the cider from last year’s pressing is ready for drinking, so the title “Cider Nouveau” There will be ale & beer at all 
the venues, but also a good range of the new seasons Welsh Cider & Perry. Food (blotting paper) will also be available, and Llandod has plenty 
of accommodation camping, B & B, and hotels 
 
The Royal Welsh Agricultural Society Spring Fair 
We will again be running the cider bar for Drinks Wales at the RWAS spring fair In conjunction with SIBA, and Welsh Perry Cider Society. This is 
usually a very busy two-day bar where we promote Welsh cider & perry to drink onsite and take away 
 
The Welsh Perry Cider Society 
We are assisting The Welsh Perry Cider Society at their annual festival at Caldecot Castle during Spring Bank Holiday. This is an ideal venue 
within the castle walls, with most of the Welsh producers promoting, and selling their produce. It also has permanent “Wall to Wall” music, and I 
advise ear defenders, as it more of a music festival with cider than a cider festival with music 
 
Beer on the Wye 
This year the West Midlands Cider, and Perry competition is taking place at this event. We shall also be assisting with the cider bar, lending our 
pop up bars, and suppling Welsh Cider. 

 

South West, Bob Southwell, (ecosochistoryman@hotmail.co.uk) [3 Apr 2018] 

Events 
Superb selection of 40 national ciders and perries at the Bristol Beer Festival in March and absolutely no fruit ciders. (That makes a change!) 
 
Cider Pub of the Year 
Entries are only coming in slowly with only one branch making the deadline. I have now sent out a reminder to South West Chairman to respond 
very quickly if they wish to be considered and I would expect some responses and especially from branches which would normally participate. 
 
Pub 
The South Devon Pub of the Year is the Bridford Inn in the picturesque Teign Valley and apparently has 18 ciders and I am assured none of 
them are fruit ciders. The presentation is this Saturday and I will check out the details. 
 
Producers 
Presentation at Driftwood Spars in Cornwall in early March to Touchwood Cider as the Devon and Cornwall champion as judged at Falmouth 
beer festival back in October. He is in a pretty remote location and he was wondering how his cider would be obtained for judging at Reading? 
 
Other News 
The final Stages of the South West judging as part of the Champion Cider  process took place at the Bristol Beer Festival in March and the 
top 6 were: 

1) Westcroft Janet’s Jungle Juice 
2) Handmade Firestarter 
3) Jointly Harrry’s Scrummage and Circle Roundabout 

4) Crossman’s Prize Farmhouse 
5) Brislington Brain Twister 

 
The South West competition was split in to three this year with Devon and Cornwall ciders judged at Falmouth in October followed by perries at 
Tewkesbury in January and finally the remainder of the ciders at Bristol in March. 

 

Surrey & Sussex, Paul Sanders, (paul.s.sanders@btinternet.com) [1 Apr 2018] 

Events 
Equinox, North Sussex branch festival, I was cider placed the order for this festival, we had 10 boxes, 6 ciders, 1 perry and 3 speciality. Most 
products from branch makers and the rest from makers close to the branch. As usual the speciality cider was the first to sell out. We felt this was 
a useful exercise in promoting local products and we will probably repeat next year. 
 
Sussex Branches Beer & Cider Festival, I got promoted to Festival Organiser, they still wanted be to do the cider! They would not let me order 
more that 30 boxes. The ration was 20 ciders, 4 perry and 6 speciality. Here I tried to order something from each of the region’s makers 
requesting what they viewed as their best. I then filled in with examples to show what had featured in Beer or to add to the drinkers’ journey. 
 
Regional cider competition held at Sussex Branches Beer & Cider Festival, Brighton Racecourse 22nd March 2018. 
Winner: Garden Cider's - Vintage 
Runner up: Bignose & Beardy - Hedgerow 
 
Cider Pub of the Year 
Surrey 
Mid East Surrey – Radius Arms 
Kingston and Leatherhead - None 
North Surrey - None 
Surrey Hants Borders – The Star Godalming. 
 
Sussex 
Arun and Adur - Green Man Ale and Cider House 
Bright South Downs - Old Star Ale & Cider House, Shoreham-by-Sea 
North East Sussex – Kings Head, East Hoathly 
North Sussex – Brewery Shades, Crawley 
South East Sussex – George Hotel, Hailsham 
Western Sussex - None 
 
Regional winner is in process, I will probably make a county award to the best pub of the loosing county. This was prompted by a question from 
Andy Shaw about adding this to the County Magazine masthead page. 
 
Pub 



Page 16 of 17 

Great news for Brighton as the Freemasons Tavern (38-39 Western Road, BN3 1AF) that has been closed for a couple of years has reopened as 
Brighton’s’ first Pork and Cider House. The owner is Josh Price who hails from the West Country. 

 

Wessex & Channel Isles, Nigel Firth, (nigelfirth@yahoo.co.uk) [2 Apr 2018] 

Wessex and CI Region Branch Cider Pubs Of The Year 2018:- South Hampshire - Caskaway Tasting Rooms, Southampton. East Dorset - Firkin 
Shed, Bournemouth. Heart of Wessex - Unicorn Inn, Bayford. Salisbury and South Wiltshire - Cuckoo, Hamptworth. Portsmouth and South East  
Hampshire - Lawrence Arms, Southsea. All 5 pubs will go on to the Wessex and CI Regional CPOTY competition. Portsmouth and SE Hants 
Gosport Winterfest in February had 13 ciders, including 2 keeved, and 7 perries from Hampshire, Dorset, Kent, Berkshire, Devon, Somerset, 
Herefordshire, Monmothshire, and a pyder from Dumfries and Galloway. Cider Of The Festival - Cider By Rosie Traditional Farmhouse Medium 
(keeved); Runner-Up - Westcroft Janet's Jungle Juice. Perry Of The Festival - Newton Court Panting Partridge; Runner-Up - Nempnett Piglet's. 
Wessex And CI Region Branch Cider Reps:- West Dorset - Alex Bardswell; South Hampshire - Philip King; Heart Of Wessex - Paul Smith; 
Salisbury And South Wiltshire - Derek Blackshaw; Isle Of Wight - John Glazebrook, Assistant - Me; Portsmouth And South East Hampshire - Me, 
Assistant - Dickie Hambridge.  

 

West Midlands, Steve Swain, (steven_swain@msn.com) [29 Mar 2018] 

It is obviously with great sadness that I resume a role as RCC, but things do move on. 
 
Let battle commence The Regional Cider Pub of the Year has started with 11 Branches nominating pubs and the winner will be announced in 
June. 
Of the 26 branches 11 have named Cider Officers on their website of those 11, 6 have email addresses. 
I was very pleased with the Cider bar at Burton & South Derbyshire Branch Beer Festival - Well done Dani. Look out for me at YOUR Festival. 
 
Plans for the future 
To redesigned the Regional CPOTY competition to get more interest from the Branches. 
To increase the number of contacts on Branch websites. 
 
The CPotY competition is on, as of 26th March 
The winner will be announced in June and go forward into the national contest. 
The WM contest comprises 

• A 'north' round with five pubs 

• A 'south' round with six pubs 
Each branch that has nominated a CPotY has supplied a judge who will visit the pubs in their area except the pub nominated by their own branch. 
In round 1 judges will judge the four/five pubs in their area. We will end up with a winner in each. In round two the 'northern' judges will visit and 
assess the 'south' winner and vice-versa. This will produce the regional winner and runner-up. 
The contesting pubs and nominating branches 
Northern area 

• Bulls Head, Burslem (Potteries) 

• Kings Ditch, Tamworth (LS&T) 

• Lord Hop, Nuneaton (Nuneaton & Bedworth) 

• Black Country Arms, Walsall (Walsall) 

• Last Heretic, Burton (Burton) 
Southern area 

• Old Dispensary, Langley (Dudley) 

• Weavers, Kidderminster (Wyre Forest) 

• Waggon & Horses, Stourbridge (Stourbridge & Halesowen) 

• The Park Gate, Bromsgrove (Redditch & Bromsgrove) 

• Broomfield Tavern, Coventry (Coventry) 

• Crown & Trumpet, Broadway (Shakespeare) 
Any queries to be addressed to: secretary@westmidlands.camra.org.uk 

 

West Pennines, Vanessa Gledhill, (vanessa.gledhill@yahoo.co.uk) [3 Apr 2018, 4 Apr 2018] 

Events 
IOM Branch: Plans are in full swing for the 7th IoM Beer & Cider Festival. 
This year they will have 38 ciders, 6 "flavoured" ciders and 11 perries. Included in this are 6 ciders from Northern Ireland. 
Blackpool, Fylde and Wyre Branch: On February 8 -10, the Fleetwood Beer and Cider Festival was held. There were 5 perries and 11 ciders. 
Although the bar did not sell out, sales increased compared to last year. 
Solway Branch: Planning has begun for the Carlisle Beer & Cider Festival (1-3 November). Initial discussions have taken place about the 
number of Ciders/Perries to stock this time around. It was agreed that after last year's success they would increase the number slightly - there 
were 8 last year so perhaps 9 or 10 this year. 
 
Pubs 
Isle of Man Branch: Things are fairly quiet but they expect to see an influx of cider for the TT races. 
Solway Branch: 

• The Fell Bar, Penrith, is selling real cider. At the time of the branch visit in January they had 3 on. 

• The Blackamoor in Wigton may start to stock a box during the summer. 

• The Fat Gadgie in Carlisle recently put a handpump on. The landlord says it may not be a permanent thing but will try it out. 

• The Drovers Inn in Monkhill have a beer festival arranged for May 11-13. They hope to stock 6 real ciders, as they did last year. 

• Dockray Hall in Penrith have a beer festival arranged for the 18 20 May. Julie, the Solway cider rep will try to persuade them to stock 
ciders as part of this. 

• According to WhatPub, more pubs still are been classed as stocking real cider. Julie is in the process of checking them out. 
 
Branch News 
Blackpool, Fylde and Wyre Branch: The branch held a cider survey trip, in part to select the CPotY and also to generate interest in real cider 
amongst branch members. There was a noticeable increase in the range and quality of real ciders on offer. It worked well as a campaigning tool, 
and also as a way to get beer drinkers to try cider. 
 
Other News 
No reports were received from Central Lancs, East Lancs, Lunesdale, Westmorland, West Cumbria and Furness branches. 

mailto:secretary@westmidlands.camra.org.uk
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Branch CPotY awards: 
Solway Branch: Cumberland Inn, Alston 
West Cumbria Branch: The Castle Bar, Cockermouth 
Central Lancs Branch: Haighton Manor, Haighton 
East Lancs Branch: The Swan with Two Necks, Pendleton 
Furness Branch: Tower Bank Arms, Sawrey 
Blackpool, Fylde and Wyre Branch: The Taps, Lytham 
 
Lunesdale Branch declined to select a CPotY. No reasons were given.  
 
Westmorland Branch have not responded to my communications, so no CPotY has been submitted from them either.  
 
The IOM branch cider rep informed me that the branch had decided not to submit a pub to the competition as pubs do not serve particularly good 
or varied real cider on the island during the winter when branches are asked to select a winner. The branch will hold their competition in the 
summer months when IOM cider is at its best and then submit a candidate for the 2019 competition, which I have no problem with. The WP RD, 
Angela Aspin, announced that the IOM branch may select a 2018 CPotY winner in early May. 

 

Yorkshire, Christine Jane, (janicejaneuk@yahoo.co.uk) [29 Mar 2018] 

1 I have nominations from Redcar, Scarborough, Bradford, Heavy Woollen, and Doncaster for CPOTY. 
2. Keighley and Calderdale have notified me that they have nothing this year. 
3. No other branches have nominated as yet. 
4. We had greatly increased cider sales at the recent Bradford Beer Festival and our Cider of the festival was Grumpy Johns made locally here in 
Shipley, Bradford. 
5. The local branch (Bradford) have asked me to mention that cider is gluten free and suitable for people with gluten intolerance. What are APPLE 
doing to promote this? 

 


