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Author: Sarah Newson (spnewson@googlemail.com) 
 on behalf of the APPLE Committee  

 

Synopsis 

This document describes how CAMRA's National Cider Pub of the Year competition is organised and the procedures that 
are used. 
 

Aims of the Competition 

The aim is to find the pub or club in the UK that best promotes and encourages the sale of quality real cider and perry. 
 

General Structure 

The competition is organised and co-ordinated by a member of the APPLE Committee (currently Sarah Newson) to whom 
any queries about the competition should be addressed.  The Organiser or APPLE Committee reserve the right to vary 
these procedures in unusual circumstances. 
 
There are 4 stages: 
 Branch Judging (to award a Branch Cider Pub of the Year) 
 Regional Judging (to award a Regional Cider Pub of the Year) 
 Super-Regional Judging (to award Finalist for the National Cider Pub of the Year) 
 Final Judging (to award National Cider Pub of the Year) 
 

Judging Procedure and Timetable 

Branch Round 

Branches are asked to decide on a branch winner.  Each Branch may decide how it conducts its own Branch 
Competition.  The National Guidelines are available to Branches.  Each Branch Cider Pub of the Year goes forward to the 
Regional Round. A branch can defer all decisions to the Regional Cider Coordinator (RCC) if they wish.  Branches are 
requested to inform their RCC of a winner by the specified deadline, and in good time for judging in the Regional Round. 
 
Regional Round 

This is judged by the RCC (or their representative(s) if desired, who must all judge all pubs).  The RCC can decide how 
they conduct their Regional Competition.  The RCC must inform the Organiser of the winner of the Regional Round as 
soon as it is known and not wait until the specified deadline. 
 
The RCC can then inform the winning pub/club, order the certificate from HQ and organise a presentation in conjunction 
with the relevant Branch and the Regional Director (RD). 
 
Certificates for runners-up may be produced if wished (e.g., where the second or third placed entry also scored highly). 
 
The RCC is to provide a photo of the regional winner to help with future publicity, e.g. for possible publication in What’s 
Brewing, branch magazines, etc.. 
 
Super-regional Round 

The regional winners are arranged by the Organiser into 4 groups of 4 regional winners, and each group is judged by a 
member of the APPLE Committee or an RCC. 
 
The details of the winners will be made known to the Organiser and final round judges only. 
 
Final Round 

The winners of each of the Super-regional Rounds form the “finalists”, and these are judged by the Organiser, the Chair 
of APPLE Committee and another member of APPLE Committee who has not judged previously in that year’s 
competition. 
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The details of the finalists are embargoed and will not be revealed to anyone other than the final 3 judges until close to 
the publication of the October’s What’s Brewing.  At this point, interested parties e.g. the RDs and RCCs with the finalists 
in their region are informed that their winner has made the final 4. 
 
It is vital that this information is not released early to anyone as we want to ensure that maximum publicity is achieved 
when the ultimate winner is announced, and the presentation made, normally at the start of October’s Cider & Perry 
Month. 
 
The relevant RCC will be informed (in confidence) of the winner so that arrangements for the presentation can be made 
by the Organiser and the Chair of APPLE in liaison with the RCC.  The RD and other interested parties eg. members of 
the committee living locally will also be informed (in confidence) of the result. 
 
Timetable 

The Branch rounds are to be completed by mid-March, the Regional round by mid-May, the super-regional round by 
early/mid July and the final round by early September. Specific dates will be announced each year by the Organiser. 
 

Judging Forms and Criteria 

All judging, from the Regional Round onwards, must be undertaken using the competition’s guidelines and judging forms 
which clearly set out the criteria and the weighting factors applied to them. Branches may consider it desirable to also use 
the same criteria when judging at the branch stage. Note that the Quality/Condition and Promotion/Knowledge are the 
most heavily weighted. 
 
The criteria are: 
 Quality/Condition of Cider/Perry 
 Promotion/Knowledge of the product 
 Atmosphere/Style/Décor 
 Service & Welcome 
 Community Focus 
 Sympathy with CAMRA Aims 
 Overall Value 
 
The guidelines, judging forms, and details of the deadlines will be made available to judges by the RCC or the Organiser 
as appropriate. 
 


