
 

Chosen a dissertation topic yet? 
 

 

At CAMRA, we believe that pubs and beer play a vital role in our society - but don’t just take our 

word for it:  

- People who patronise their local pub have more close friends (Dunbar, 2016, Friends On 

Tap: The Role Of Pubs At The Heart Of The Community) 

- Pubs are the most popular place for people to get together with others in their 

neighbourhood (Institute for Public Policy Research, 2012, Pubs and Places: The Social 

Value of Community Pubs) 

- Pubs encourage safe and restrained alcohol consumption (Roberts & Townshend, 2013, 

Young adults and the decline of the urban English pub: issues for planning) 

- Villages with pubs are more socially engaged; they tend to have more local associations, 

clubs, facilities, and volunteering activity (Mount & Cabras, 2016, Community Cohesion and 

Village Pubs in Northern England: An Econometric Study) (Cabras & Mount, 2017, 

Assessing the impact of pubs on community cohesion and wellbeing in the English 

countryside: a longitudinal study) 

- Areas with pubs have higher levels of self-reported health (Cabras et. Al., 2012, The 

Relation of Village and Rural Pubs with Community Life and People’s Well-being in Great 

Britain) 

- Moderate alcohol consumption enhances social bonding between people (Dunbar, et. Al., 

2016, Functional Benefits of (Modest) Alcohol Consumption). 

As you can see, research forms an essential part of our campaign. However, it doesn’t only 

provide evidence of the importance of beer and pubs to our society; it also helps us to understand 

how they are affected by factors such as government policy and changing consumer habits. 

Ultimately, research helps us to shape our campaign to effectively preserve and promote the vital 

role that pubs and beer play in our society.  

Using your dissertation to have a real-world impact by helping communities across the UK 

Many communities across the UK are being confronted with pub closures. These pubs are 

struggling due to factors such as rapidly rising business rates, high beer duty, and the 

disadvantaged position of tied pub tenants. 

Understanding the threats faced by pubs and being able to advocate an effective way forward to 

support them, requires a lot of research. You can help us to make an even more informed, and 

therefore effective, case for pubs and beer by showing:  

- Why pubs and beer are so important to our society 

- How they are affected by taxation, the Pubs Code, changing consumer habits, local 

planning policies, and much more 

- How government policies and campaigning activities can be 

changed to most effectively support pubs and their communities  
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Interested?  

Take a look at our website to read more about the issues faced by pubs and our current efforts to 

support them: www.camra.org.uk/pubs/ 

We also have a webpage devoted to any documents relevant to university research: 

www.camra.org.uk/resource_type/university-research/ 

Please also see the studies relating to pubs and beer referenced above, which offer inspiration and 

support for further studies into the subject. 

Last but not least, do not hesitate to email us at campaigns@camra.org.uk if you would like some 

advice or simply to share and discuss your thoughts and ideas. We will do our best to help you 

with:  

- Locating relevant scientific literature and statistics 

- Identifying suitable case studies 

- Sharing requests for respondents 

- Making sure that your research has real-world impact that helps communities by preserving 

and promoting high-quality beer and thriving pubs in every community 
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