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APPLE COMMITTEE MEETING 

Brewery Shades 

85 High Street, Crawley, West Sussex RH10 1BA 

Friday 6 October 2017, 7pm 

 
 
Summary of Key Points 
 

 Guidance Notes: We are starting to produce several guidance notes on various aspects of cider 
campaigning. 

 Appointment of New Committee Member: Sally Lavender was selected to join the committee. 

 National Cider Pub of the Year 2017: The winner is Ye Olde Cider Bar, Newton Abbot. The other finalists 
were: Woodbine Inn, Waltham Abbey (East Anglia); King's Ditch, Tamworth (West Midlands); Stumble Inn, 
Scarborough (Yorkshire). 

 Cider Liaison Officers: We are considering formalising this as a role. 

 May Promotion: Take-up needs to be monitored as participation is waning. 
 
 
 
Action Decisions Required (from the NE) 
 
None. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Andrea Briers 
Chair of CAMRA’s Cider and Perry Committee (APPLE)  
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CAMRA INTERNAL CORRESPONDENCE 
NOT FOR DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE CAMRA 

 
Minutes of the APPLE Committee, Fri 6th October 2017, 19:00 

Brewery Shades, 85 High Street, Crawley, West Sussex RH10 1BA 
 
 

Committee present: Andrea Briers [AB], Chris Charters [CC], Mike Gilroy [MG], Mick Lewis [ML],  
Ian Packham [IP], Chris Rouse [CR], Paul Scrivens [PS], Linda Thompson [LT], Ian White [IW]. 

RCCs present: Paul Sanders (Surrey & Sussex), Sally Lavender (West Midlands). 
Others present: Anna Borrelli (Italy), Liz Gurr (North West Essex), Pete Gurr (North West Essex),  

Tony Lewis (Head Office), Chris Stringer (North Sussex), John Williams (Maidstone & Mid Kent). 
 
The meeting opened at 19:06 with Andrea Briers chairing. Action 
  

1. Welcome & Apologies for Absence  

 Apologies from Committee: Gillian Hough [GH], Phil Kempton [PK], Sarah Newson [SN]. 

 Apologies from RCCs: Bill Wilkinson (North East). 

 

  
2. Minutes of Previous Meeting  
2a. Corrections  

 13C: London Glider changed owner, as well as moved.  

  
2b. Action Minutes  

448. On-going. 
483. On-going. 
506. On-going. 
510. On-going. 
550. On-going. 
569. Cleared.    571. Cleared (drawn into the guidance notes).   575. On-going. 
583. Done.    584. Done.     585. Done.     586. Done 
587. Done.    588. Done.     589. Done.     590. On-going. 
591. On-going (as amended). 
592. Done.    593. Done.     594. Done.     595. Done. 
596. On-going. 
597. On-going (but sometime in early July). 
598. On-going. 
599. Done. They were all sent out to beer festivals.  600. Done (and digest emailed). 
601. On-going. 
602. On-going. 
603. Done.    604. Done.     605. Done (and digest emailed). 
606. Done.    607. On-going. 
 
Following on from the above actions: 

 Action 602: Articles should be emailed out to Newsletter editors, which can be done from Head Office. 
This is a referral to Alexander Wright (NE). Also AB will contact Jackie Parker regarding cider articles 
in magazines for Newsletter of the Year consideration. (Subsequent to the meeting AB established 
that the guidance does already include cider articles.) 

AB/IP (448) 
CR/AB (483) 
CR (506) 
AB (510) 
ML (550) 
MG (575) 

 
JL/AB/CR (590) 
ML (591) 
 
AB/CR (596) 
ML (597) 
IP(598) 
 
CR/AB (601) 
ML (602) 
 
ALL (607) 
 
 
 
 
 
AB (608) 

  
2c. Matters Arising from Previous Minutes Not Already on this Agenda  

 None.  

  
3. Producer List, Database and Website  

 No progress, but the monetary situation has changed for mass mail-outs. It is now critical that we get 
email addresses for as many producers as possible. It was suggested that cider orderers of festivals 
are asked for any details they might have. 

IP (609) 

  
4. Revitalisation, Members’ Weekend and AGM  
Members' Weekend 2018: 

 Sally Lavender informed the meeting that plans are in hand for cider trips. 

 

  
5. Strategic Plan, Strategy and Future Activities  
Guidance Notes: 

 CR had emailed a list of potential guidance notes prior to the meeting. Members present felt that some 
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fall outside CAMRA’s remit, e.g., making cider, and some could be amalgamated. ML, CR, PS & IW 
agreed to liaise to prioritise and lead on this. 

ML/CR/PS/IW  
(610) 

  
6. Appointment of New Committee Member  

 AB reported (via email before the meeting): Four people had expressed an interest in joining the 
committee.  In alphabetical order, they are: Elvis Evans, Linda Harris, Sally Lavender, and Francis 
Pearce. 

 A secret ballot was held.  Sally Lavender was supported by over 50% of the committee, so she was 
welcomed to the committee. AB will inform the other candidates. 

 ML & IW will try to meet up with Francis Pearce. 

 
 
 
 
AB (611) 
ML/IW (612) 

  
7. Competitions & Awards  
7a. National Cider & Perry Championships (Update for 2018)  

 CR said that he was not aware of any issues at this stage. CR & PS will get together and start the 
ordering process in January. 

 

  
7b. Regional Cider Competitions Update (for 2018)  

 CR reported (via email before the meeting): 
 North of England:  will take place at Manchester B&CF (in Jan 2018). 
 South West: will take place at Falmouth (in Oct 2017). 
 East Midlands (Eastern Seaboard): will take place at Nottingham (in Oct 2017). 
 East Anglia & London (Eastern Seaboard): will take place at Norwich (in Oct 2017). 
 Surrey & Sussex (part of South of England): will take place in Brighton (in Mar 2018). 
 Kent (part of Eastern Seaboard): took place at Kent Beer Festival (in Jul 2017). 
  Results: Cider (1 goes through):    1st: Double Vision, Medium 
   2nd: Kent Cider Co, Yowler    3rd: Kentish Pip, Craftsman 
  Perry (1 goes through):      1st: Double Vision, Impeared Vision 
   2nd: Dudda's Tun, Pear o' Dudda's  3rd: Kent Cider Co, Pear Cider Perry 
  Speciality Cider & Perry: 
   1st: Kent Cider Co, Rhubarb, Cider  2nd: Kentish Pip, Wild Summer Elderflower, Cider 
   3rd: Rough Old Wife, Blushing Old Wife (Raspberry), Cider 
 Central Southern & Wessex (part of South of England): will take place at Reading (in May 2018). 

 

  
7c. National Cider Pub of the Year Update (for 2017 & 2018)  

 SN reported (via email before the meeting): 

 The following 4 pubs were finalists: Woodbine Inn, Waltham Abbey (East Anglia); Olde Cider Bar, 
Newton Abbot (South West); King's Ditch, Tamworth (West Midlands); Stumble Inn, Scarborough 
(Yorkshire). 

 The standard seems to be improving year on year making it a difficult decision. 

 However, I can announce that the overall winner is Ye Olde Cider Bar in Newton Abbot. I will be 
making the presentation at 1pm on Friday 29th September and arrangements are hopefully in place! 
A press release will be issued next week. 

 There was a good crowd for the presentation and good publicity – on the front page of the local 
newspaper and is due to appear on local television. It is the first pub to win the award twice. 

 

  
7d. Pomona Nominations  

 One nomination had been received as follows. 
 Nomination: The Micropub Association, c/o Martyn Hillier. 
 What have they done? Although the originator of micropubs, Martyn Hillier, does not sell real cider 

and perry in his own pub, the Butcher’s Arms, Herne, Kent, almost all of the other micropubs that he 
has inspired to start up do sell real cider and perry, and often quite a range. There is probably more 
real cider and perry sold in pubs, because of around 300 micropubs, than ever before. 

 This year 50% of the finalists in CAMRA’s National Cider Pub of the Year are micropubs. In 2013 
the overall national winner, Railway Station, Downham Market, Norfolk, was a micropub. 

 Why is this outstanding? Martyn’s vision, endeavour and enterprise has inspired many others and 
there are now micropubs springing up all over the UK. 

 A lot of the licensees are real cider and perry enthusiasts with real commitment, passion and depth 
of knowledge about the products, ensuring a better future for all real cider and perry producers. 

 IP asked are they are doing more than a normal pub. CC suggested that they may have cider because 
they don’t have a nitro-keg set up. CR said they might not consciously be promoting real cider. We are 
doing this for publicity. There are thousands of traditional pubs that don’t sell it. 

 ML said they mostly don’t know when asked which ciders are unpasteurised, but other pubs don’t 
either so it was felt that this was not relevant. IP said there are no actual figures of those selling real 
cider or perry, it is just based on what we think. 

 The vote was 4 in favour 6 against, so the decision was not to grant the award. 
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8. Promoting & Campaigning Activities  
8a. Key Campaign 3 Update  

 IP reported that Real Cider Sold Here (RCSH) window stickers have been produced. There was 
discussion re promoting real cider and perry. Temperature was also discussed. 

 Any ideas are welcome but the current push is on the guidance notes. The more guidance we can get 
out to drinkers and the publicans the better. The last three template articles all had a quality link. 

 Three members of this APPLE committee are also members of KC3. 

 

  
8b. Real Cider Sold Here / WhatPub  

 Real Cider Sold Here (RCSH) window stickers: 

 AB reported (via email before the meeting): 

 We've had the opportunity to have some new Real Cider Sold Here Stickers printed and, as they are 
dated 2017/18, in order to ensure that they reach a large number of pubs quickly and efficiently, the 
plan is to arrange for them to be sent directly to the pubs noted as selling real cider in What Pub. 

 We are awaiting news on the funding for a mail out and will update you when we have finalised our 
plans 

 It was noted that a small number of stickers had already been passed on. 

 CR said the main principle is to use WhatPub as the data source for which pubs sell real cider. 
WhatPub is the best tool we have. This is the only way to get consistency of distribution across all 
branches and regions. The only way to achieve accuracy of information on WhatPub is to use 
WhatPub as the data source for distributing stickers. 

 Branches need to be encouraged to keep WhatPub up to date. RCCs need to be the primary pushers. 
We need to know what the ciders are. A memo will be sent to branches, mentioning the stickers as an 
incentive. AB will involve the committee, RCCs and branches. (This is covered under action 596.) 

 AB will send updates on progress when she hears further information on when RCSH stickers are 
going to be distributed. 

 WhatPub: No update. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
AB (613) 

  
8c. Cider Duty/Exemption Update  

 AB reported (via email before the meeting): 

 Ellie from HQ has just come back to me with an update on the cider duty campaign and the Alcohol 
Structures Consultation. She has let me know that we are expecting the results of the last stage of 
the review of EU Council Directive 92/83/EEC in October or November and have no timescale for 
the UK Alcohol Structures consultation. 

 The European Parliament seems to be dragging their heels. 

 The Government are looking at cider duty to punish ‘White Cider’ but it is likely to hit still cider also. 
We are still waiting for news on the Alcohol Structures Consultation. The Government did not seem to 
realise that their plans were going to hit small producers as well. 

 It was noted that the Public Affairs team at HO have done very good work for us. 

 

  
8d. Liaison with Producer Associations  
Report on Cider Parliamentary Reception: 

 AB said that these happened twice a year and 4 or 5 people from CAMRA were invited plus one from 
Head Office. The latest wasn’t very well attended (by MPs) as it took place at the same time as an 
important debate on Brexit. The notice given for this reception was much shorter than usual and this 
may also have affected attendance. 

Update from ML: 

 No update. 
Update from MG: 

 The next meeting of the North of England Cider Producers Association would hopefully be in January 
at the Manchester Beer & Cider Festival. 

Update from LT: 

 Nothing to report. 

 

  
8e. Future Budget/Expenditure  

 The possibility of the cider campaign having its own budget had been raised as one of the 
considerations in the Revitalisation Project. 

 Next year’s budget will be set in the next two months. What we need to consider now is what we want 
to be considered for next year. 

 First thoughts were that as well as funding for the distribution of the RCSH window stickers, we require 
funding to send out the questionnaire to cider producers, IT expenses and advertising, marketing and 
publicity material. 

 AB will liaise with Tony Lewis re budgetary requirements. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AB (614) 
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8f. Any Other Promoting & Campaigning Business  

 A) Merchandise: We are looking to increase the merchandise available. 

 AB reported (via email before the meeting): 

 In response to my email asking for ideas for merchandise the following suggestions were received. 

Stress toys in the shape of an apple and a pear complete with CAMRA logos; T-shirts; Note books; 

Pens; Pomona Sweat Shirts or Zoodies (Hoodie with a zip); Fleeces. 

 CR asked if he could have his own fleece made, at his own expense, with APPLE and Pomona logos. 
Chris Stringer said that once the logo was done it could be put on anything. 

 IP said he might have to find a central source to do it. IP will find out and liaise with CR. 

 B) APPLE’s 30
th

 anniversary in 2018: 

 Ideas: the committee making a batch of cider and possibly selling it at a beer festival; revisiting the first 
cider trip; produce a book; cider mugs are only available at silly prices (£14 / £15). ML will continue to 
try and source mugs. 

 C) Cider Liaison Officers: 

 Many RCCs believe it won’t work like BLOs – based on not enough people interested enough to do 
the job. There is no way that we could make it mandatory. 

 It is currently in the role description of branch cider rep to keep up-to-date records on cider makers in 
their Branch area. The fall-back would be on RCCs. 

 We don’t have to ask branches to take this on (BLO’s aren’t necessarily connected to branches). 
There are members that are actively doing this that may not go to meetings, it might activate them. 

 There is no harm in formalising this role. A soft approach to introducing this role might be the best way 
forward. 

 One of the first things we could do is to produce guidance notes on liaising with producers in your area 
and a role description. 

 PS agreed to send out an invite for members to get in touch with him re engaging with cider 
producers. CC said that he was happy to help. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
IP (615) 
 
 
 
ML (616) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PS (617) 

  
9. Cider & Perry Promotional Months  
9a October Promotion Update  

 AB reported (via email before the meeting): 

 Lauren Archell has put together a plan for the promotion of cider month on social media. I have 
asked her to let me know what feedback is being received ahead of the meeting. So far, 21 people 
have submitted events to be put on to the national website. (More than last year.) 

 Lauren has got back to me with details of her plan for the social media messages for October 
Month. (The plan included key messages and Twitter & Facebook content.) 

 

  
9b. October National Cider & Perry Trip Update  

 AB wished her thanks to Paul Sanders to be recorded. 

 Pick-up is 11am at Crawley Station. 

 A possible 2018 trip is being investigated by Sally Lavender, around Worcestershire. 

 

  
9c. May Promotion, Template Articles  

 AB reported (via email before the meeting): 

 At the last meeting I reported that only three events were submitted to HQ as part of our May month 
promotion and, although there had been some social media activity, it does appear, despite 
branches asking for the opportunity to have a cider promotional month in May, there does not 
appear to be that much activity.  KC3 have recommended that the promotion should go ahead next 
year but the memo we distribute should be amended to stress to branches that this promotion was 
launched at their request. Based on this, the question that we need to consider as a committee is 
whether we feel that May Promotion is a valuable campaigning activity.  What are your thoughts? 

 CC said he is looking to have a cider festival near Abergavenny, with all new ciders – like Beaujolais 
Nouveau. 

 IP said that branches should be reminded that the request came from them and they should be made 
aware that participation is waning. 

 PS reminded us that some branches would prefer to choose their own month. 

 Some felt that May and October were hoisted on us. May dilutes October, and Mild dilutes May also. 

 It was agreed that we need to give branches the chance this May but with a warning. 

 IP and Tony Lewis will liaise about sending a memo to branches that we will support them at any time, 
including May. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
IP (618) 

  
9d. Any Other May/October Business  

 Template articles are required for May. Suggestions were as follows, with volunteers as indicated. 

 Nouveau cider, or new and old. 

 
CC (619) 
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 How the judging for the Cider & Perry championship is done. 

 30
th
 anniversary and history of the APPLE committee. 

SL (620) 
ML (621) 

  
10. Referrals  

 None.  

  
11. Correspondence (Digest)  

 None.  

  
12. National Matters Arising from RCC Reports  

 RCCs are requested to report on what is coming up, as well as what has already happened. RCCs (622) 

  
13. Date and Venue of Future Meetings  

 Saturday 6
th
 January, noon, Brunswick Inn, 1 Railway Terrace, Derby DE1 2RU. 

 Saturday 7
th
 April, noon, Doncaster Brewery Tap, 7 Young Street, Doncaster DN1 3EL. 

 Saturday 30
th
 June, noon, Orange Tree, Norton Road, Baldock SG7 5AW. 

 Friday 12
th
 October, 7pm, tbc, probably Worcestershire. 

 

  
14. Any Other Business  

 None.  

  
Meeting closed at 21:42  
 
 

Actions From This Meeting 

Action Detail Who Origin 

448 Approve the questionnaire for producers by the next meeting. AB/IP 3 (Jan 16) 

483 
Contact Alexander Wright (IT director) to request somewhere to host a web-
based form, plus all the information gathered. 

CR/AB 3 (Apr 16) 

506 
Draft a joint memo from APPLE, TAG and the Festivals Committee regarding 
cider cooling at festivals. 

CR 8 (Apr 16) 

510 Send the producers' questionnaire to MRSG. AB 3 (Jun 16) 

550 
Send our final version of Producers Questionnaire to Tom Oliver (with Three 
Counties Cider Association hat) in confidence for his comments. 

ML 3 (Jan 17) 

575 
Email the committee to inform them when and where the next meeting North of 
England Cider Producers Association will take place. 

MG 7d (Apr 17) 

590 
JL to liaise with AB & CR to help with guidance notes for producing a cider pub 
trail. 

JL/AB/CR 7 (Jul 17) 

591 Investigate the general lack of cider products. ML 7a (Jul 17) 

596 Encourage branches to update the cider information on WhatPub. AB/CR 7b (Jul 17) 

597 Email details for next year’s Imbibe show. ML 7d (Jul 17) 

598 
Inform the NE that Denis Bowen has been proposed as the new RCC for 
Greater London and has been approved by the APPLE Committee. 

IP 7e (Jul 17) 

601 

Ask the committee, RCCs and branches via a memo and on-line survey, 
whether they would welcome the opportunity to score ciders on WhatPub, and 
ask how the branches would use the information.  Questions on other issues 
previously mentioned to also be included. 

CR/AB 7e (Jul 17) 

602 
Make known the numbers of cider related matters in branch magazines, 
particularly ahead of cider events. 

ML 7e (Jul 17) 

607 Feedback ideas for celebrating APPLE’s 30
th
 anniversary in 2018 to AB. ALL 13 (Jul 17) 

608 
Contact Jackie Parker regarding cider articles in magazines for Newsletter of the 
Year consideration. 

AB 2b 

609 
Contact cider orderers of festivals for email addresses for as many producers as 
they might have. 

IP 3 

610 
Liaise to prioritise and lead on the list of guidance notes – amalgamating some 
and discarding others. 

ML/CR/PS/ 
IW 

5 

611 Inform the candidates that were unsuccessful in joining the committee. AB 6 

612 Arrange to meet up with Francis Pearce. ML/IW 6 

613 Email / phone the committee when the RCSH stickers are due to be distributed. AB 8b 

614 Liaise with Tony Lewis re budgetary requirements. AB 8e 

615 Find a central source to put specific logos on a fleece then liaise with CR. IP 8f (A) 

616 Continue to try and source cider mugs. ML 8f (B) 

617 
Send out an invite for members to get in touch regarding engaging with cider 
producers. Liaising with CC who is happy to help. 

PS 8f (C) 
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618 
Liaise with Tony Lewis regarding a memo to branches about supporting them at 
any time for a cider & perry promotion month, including May. 

IP 9c 

619 Write an article for the May promotion on: Nouveau cider, or new and old. CC 9d 

620 
Write an article for the May promotion on: How the judging for the Cider & Perry 
championship is done. 

SL 9d 

621 
Write an article for the May promotion on: 30

th
 anniversary and history of the 

APPLE committee. 
ML 9d 

622 
Include what is coming up on your reports as well as what has already 
happened. 

RCCs 12 

 
 

Regional Cider Coordinators Reports 
 
Below is a summary of written reports. 
 
Central Southern, Elvis Evans, (elvis.evans@btinternet.com) [30 Sep 2017, updated 1 Oct 2017] 

Of my 11 branches, 5 have sent in reports by the deadline. 
Ascot beer festival is due to happen very soon and that always has a good cider side. 
Also Reading branch make no note of the fact that the Nag’s Head in Reading won Regional Cider Pub of the Year. 
Elvis Evans 
 
North Oxfordshire  
The North Oxfordshire branch can report no known changes to outlets nor producers since your last report.  
We have no known events planned, either.  
Thanks  
Martin Batts 
 
Reading & Mid Berks CAMRA 
Nothing to report  
Quinten Taylor 
Nothing to report apart from publicity material for promotion month given to a selected few die hard cider selling pubs. 
Jo Metcalfe (Reading and Mid Berkshire) 
 
White Horse branch 
I note the Swan in Faringdon has had two cask ciders on of late.  
Ian Winfield CAMRA White Horse Chairman 
 
West Berkshire 
There is just one change since my last list in reference to pubs that stock Cider.  
One more to add to the West Berkshire list : 
The Castle at Cold Ash sells Westons Rosies Pig via Handpump. 
One addition to the local cider producers are:  
FALLOUT CIDER who are based up at the old USAF/RAF Greenham Common who produce just the single Cider with the same name.  
Rod HOLMES  
West Berks CAMRA Cider Liaison Officer 
 
Oxford branch 
We have nothing to report Elvis  
Pete Flynn 
Except the usual Oxford CAMRA Beer and Cider Festival in October - 50 ciders this year.  
Sam French 
 
Aylesbury Vale and Wycombe 
Nothing to report from Aylesbury Vale and Wycombe. 
Simon Isted 
Maybe this has been noted before but I see that the Rebellion brewery shop sells Crazy Dave's in bottles and Hogan's in BiB. 
Elvis 
 
Berkshire South East 
Highlights from Berkshire South East for your October APPLE meeting. 
Held a Cider POTY 2017. Winner and runners-up were the same as 2016.  Winner: The Old Manor Bracknell. Runner-up: The Wheelwright Arms, 
Hurst. Presentations were held and certificates are proudly on show behind their bars. 
9 Pubs now stock real cider in our branch (out of 85 approx. pubs). This is up from 8 in 2016. The new pub is the Tally Ho at Eversley who say 
they will permanently have two real ciders on hand pump. I have put them in touch with two local cider producers (Mr Whitehead in Alton, 
Hampshire and Crazy Dave’s in Holyport, Berks) plus another Distributor, so they can keep providing a variety of good ciders. 
I have again ordered the Cider for the Ascot CAMRA festival this year. We have two bars this year instead of a three bay large single bar that we 
had last year and we have the most number of different ciders ordered this year, 44 different types. Let’s hope the weather is warm which brings 
out the cider drinkers. 
Mike Lee 

 

East Anglia, Chris Rouse, (chrisjrouse@yahoo.co.uk) [25 Sep 2017, updated 3 Oct 2017] 

Events 
Planning is well underway for the finals of the East Anglian Cider & Perry Competition 2017, which will be held at Norwich Beer Festival on Tue 
24 October, at 2.30pm. 
 
Finalist for Cider Pub of the Year 2017 
The East Anglian Cider PotY, the Woodbine Inn, Waltham Abbey, made it to the final 4 in the country.  A presentation is being planned. 
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Producers 
London Glider has both moved, and changed owner.  London Glider is now based at the Woodbine Inn, Waltham Abbey. 
Franklins Cider, Bedfordshire, has stopped trading. 

 

East Midlands, Chris Gascoyne, (ciderchris82@gmail.com) [6 Oct 2017] 

Competitions 
The CAMRA East Midlands Cider Competition is being held again at Nottingham CAMRA's Robin Hood Festival on Wednesday 11/10/17. The 
winner will go through to the national championships next year. 
 
Festivals 
The above Nottingham CAMRA's Robin Hood Festival is held at Nottingham Castle from Wednesday 11/10/17 to Sunday 14/10/17. Lots of cider 
as always. Definitely worth a visit and usually they will still welcome more volunteers. 
 
Events 
Woodthorpe Hall in Holmesfield have their annual cider pressing do this weekend (Sat 07 and Sun 08/10/17). I have been informed they have lots 
of their 2016 vintage cider to drink whilst helping. Be careful - it's strong stuff as some of us know! 
 
Drone Valley Brewery in Dronfield are also appealing for local apples to do another cider pressing. Last year's event was a success and the 
profits go to local causes. Their contact details are on their Facebook page. 

 

Greater London, Denis Bowen, (denisbowen@gmail.com) [] 

 

 

Greater Manchester, Mike Gilroy, (mikegilroy17@yahoo.co.uk) [5 Oct 2017] 

Regional; 
Not a lot happening at the moment. 
We have 194 cider pubs in our region according to What Pub (one more than the last report). 
I organised a cider rep (& their cider friends) trip to Dunham Press Cider, we all had a great time. A big thank you to Chris Hewitt for showing us 
round the orchards and the cider barn (Oh and a few samples!!!) 
 
Bolton; 
Nothing new to report since last time. 
 
Central Manchester; 
Nothing to report. 
 
Wigan; 
Not a lot going on really. The John Bull has again got real cider (they sold it when our POTY in 2014 but then stopped until recently). 
We are looking at running possibly running a food & drink quiz/social with some cider tastings as bonus round at some point for October cider 
event but have not yet finalized details. 
 
High Peak, Tameside & North East Cheshire;  
No report 
 
Salford; 
No report  
 
Rochdale, Oldham & Bury;  
Nothing to report since last time 
 
South East Lancashire;  
No cider rep 
 
Stockport & South Manchester;  
We have 45 pubs selling cider according to What Pub (2 more than the last report). 
Stockport Beer & Cider Festival; Cider of the festival was Seb's "Brown Apple" and the perry was Ty Gwyn "Perry". We will be handing out the 
awards in November, staying in Hereford for a long weekend. 
We have done a tutored cider tasting with producers at the Petersgate Tap on Sunday 1st October. Good turn out and thanks to the two 
producers that came and made it a great afternoon.   
We are again doing the "Cider Circuit" with 35 pubs taking part. 
 
Trafford & Hulme; 
No report 

 

Kent, Linda Thompson, (linda_a_thompson@yahoo.co.uk) [26 Sep 2017] 

Events 
Kent Beer (& Cider) Festival July 2017 
422 gallons of Cider were sold, plus 75 gals of Perry and 9 gals of Pider, a total of 506 gallons in all. 60 different types from 18 Kent producers. 
The Cider & Perry bar ran out at 19:30, closing time was 21:00. I probably should have ordered an extra 1 or 2 bag-in-boxes of perries. 
 
Spa Valley Beer & Cider Festival: Friday 20

th
 to Sunday 22

nd
 October 2017 

30+ Ciders and Perries (160+ Real ales and 25+ Green Hop Beers). Real ale and ciders on the trains and at Tunbridge Wells West, Groombridge 
and Eridge stations. Free entry to all the stations but fares apply for train travel. Heritage diesel trains joined by steam trains on Sunday. See 
https://www.spavalleyrailway.co.uk/product.php/19/beerfestival2017 for more details. 
 
National Cider & Perry Championships 2017: Kent rounds 
The results of the Kent rounds of the CAMRA National Cider & Perry Championship are as follows. 
Cider: 1st Double Vision, Medium; 2nd Kent Cider Co, Yowler; 3rd Kentish Pip, Craftsman. 
Perry: 1st Double Vision, Impeared Vision; 2nd Dudda's Tun, Pear o' Dudda's; 3rd Kent Cider Co, Pear Cider Perry. 
Speciality - Cider & Perry: 1st Kent Cider Co, Rhubarb, Cider; 2nd Kentish Pip, Wild Summer Elderflower, Cider; 3rd Rough Old Wife, Blushing 
Old Wife (Raspberry), Cider. All these specialities conformed to the CAMRA definition, and all had a cider aspect. 
 

https://www.spavalleyrailway.co.uk/product.php/19/beerfestival2017
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October Cider Promotion Month 
As far as I am aware AFRM are trying to get together a cider minibus tour for Saturday 21st October. And West Kent branch are running Cider 
Bar(s) at the 7

th
 Spa Valley Railway Beer & Cider Festival in association with SPA Valley Railway. 

 

Merseyside and Cheshire, Linda Harris, (ciderandperry@gmail.com) [26 Sep 2017, 29 Sep 2017] 

Liverpool, Steve Burks: 
Steve does not have any news on his report, As he has been a major planner with myself for the Regional Cider Trip  
Which goes ahead on October 7 2017  
We have filled a bus with 35 guests coming from Liverpool, Wirral, St Helens Southport.  
It has taken a lot of planning. This is an alternative the  National Cider Trip  
On the same day  
 
Chester and South Clwyd, Linda Harris: 
I have been attending planning meetings for  Cheshire Beer festival, which  
Takes place this November, I will be the cider bar manager 
I am ordering and planning the bar  
I helped on the cider bar at GGBF for four days, hard work and good fun  
I will be attending planning meetings for Liverpool festival next February 
I am offering my help to all branches in my area with Cider and Perry events for This October  
I am also joint planner with the Regional Cider trip on October 7 this year  
Which will go from Liverpool to Halkyn, then Denbishire, the Frodsham, Then back to Liverpool       
 
Wirral, Jan Lawton: 
The Red Fox reports an increase in cider sales following the Cider POTY award earlier this year, they have revamped the Cider board so it can 
be updated more easily.  They are still serving at least 6 real ciders daily , on my last visit  a week ago this included a couple  from Red Bank , 
Bolton there was an Elderflower and pear which was quite delicious,  plus a selection from Farmer Jim's and Rosies 
 
Halton, David Grey: 
No change to supply outlets or availability of real cider to report 
 
St Helens, Joanne Griffith: 
I have been waiting for Sandy to get back to me regarding a number of things, and he seems particularly difficult to get hold of at the moment, so I 
don't know if he will have any additional news to report to you that I've not covered here. Sandy has been having computer difficulties lately so he 
may not even be aware yet that you have requested a report. I have left messages for him regarding the matter, but at present I have no idea 
whether he has noticed them. 
 
SouthPort, no Cider officer: 
Macclesfield, Tony and Barbra Icke: 

 

North East, Bill Wilkinson, (williamhwilkinson@hotmail.com) [29 Sep 2017] 

Branch News. 
As I reported in my last RCC report for July, Tyneside & Northumberland branch had appointed a new branch cider officer. Unfortunately, the 
branch chairman contacted me to advise that the new appointment was "no longer in post" with a fuller account of the reasons why to follow later. 
I still await these further details.  
Once again the largest branch in the north east is without a branch cider officer and I am seeking some action from the branch to find a volunteer 
for the vacancy as soon as possible. I'll be very disappointed if they allow the situation to continue as they were previously without someone in 
place for over eighteen months. 

 

Scotland & N Ireland, Jim Brande, (jimthejambo33@gmail.com) [27 Sep 2017] 

Nothing to report. 

 

Wales, Chris Charters, (chris@outdoor-sport.u-net.com) [28 Sep 2017] 

Father’s Day at the Big Pit 
Father’s Day Sunday 18th June saw a new event starting at The Big Pit Blaenafon. They were running a food and drinks day, and asked if we 
would run a cider bar for them, and promote Welsh cider and perry.  It was one of the days the sun shone and really hot. This was in conjunction 
with Welsh Perry and Cider Society promoting their work on the apple orchards in Wales defining the origin and D&A of the apples to establish 
the original stock indignant to Wales. 
We had a good day, but leaned that Buckley’s Brewery which is by the side of the mine should have had a stand, but had failed to turn up we 
agreed we would be happy to provide a bar for cider and beer for next year.  
 
Beer on the Wye 
Beer on the Wye Friday 7th - Sunday 9th July. On the river bank by the Hereford rowing club. Were again we assisted with the cider bar with 
supplies of Welsh cider and our pop up bars. 
It was a very successful festival with the cider bar running out of cider and perry on the Saturday night. Fortunately, Tom Oliver came to the 
rescue with fresh supplies, but this still resulted in a sell out by Sunday afternoon, but by this time the festival had come to an end.  
A very excellent weekend. 
We all look forward to next year and the XIV Beer on the Wye, although it is hard work with a vast amount of organisation, a successful weekend 
like this make it all worth it!!! 
 
The World War I bar 
Herefordshire County Fair were remembering the centenary of the first world war particularly “The Battle of Passchendaele” which was in 1917, 
and this was the theme of the event. 
Major Patrick Darling who I know well, and is chair of the Herefordshire County Fair committee asked if we could run a World War I bar. So, we 
set about researching what a pub of the era would look like. Obvious wooden casks were used for ciders and ale, but trying to find small wooden 
casks, is similar to looking for “hen’s teeth” “rocking horse s**t” etc. People have chopped them up and chucked them out in the garden to rot. It 
took quite a while but Theakston’s brewery way up in Yorkshire still have a cooper, and he produces pins which are available for Christmas 
presents with 4.5 gallons of Theakston’s Ale. So, combining a trip to the wild north lands, I picked up a couple, I found two old Bulmer’s cider 
casks in a junk shop, so solving the drinks dispense problem. The dress of a publican of the time was collarless shirts, colourful waistcoats, and 
large aprons. The cider / ale would be drawn from the case into large jugs, then poured into the customer’s receptacle pottery or pewter. In those 
days tobacco was chewed as well as smoked and spittoons, (wide brimmed coper or brass jars) were placed on the floor for spitting into, and 
sawdust spread on the floor for people who missed. As we were on a field the later was irrelevant, but gave an insight to what a pub of the times 
would have been like. 
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We anticipated we would have some silly comments about pricing of drinks between 1917 and 2017. We produced two price lists. The 1917 price 
list was in £, s, d, (Pounds, Shillings, and Pence) with a pint of ale at 3½d, and a pint of cider 2¼d, but it had to be paid for in old money with no 
coins dated after 1917, as they would not have been minted, but we did offer to take sovereigns & ½ sovereigns, and give change appropriate to 
1917 (when a sovereign was worth £1.00). The other pricelist was more applicable to 2017 pints at £3.00. 
We were in an army camp environment. There was representation from various re-enactment societies, the red cross cooked traditional food from 
army recipes in a field kitchens of the time. 
It was a very enjoyable day with a good show of what life would have been like in 1917, and one of the re-enactment society asked if we would 
run a similar bar for them next year when they celebrate the end of World War I. 
 
Forth coming events 
Cardiff Beer Cider Festival GWBCF: 
Thursday 21st – Saturday 23rd September see’s the Cardiff Beer Cider Festival at The depot, Dumballs Road, Cardiff were there are a good 
selection of ciders and perries. 
We have unfortunately lost Springfield Cider. With no more: 
Wobbly Munk Medium Cider 7.8% abv 
Sledgehammer Medium Dry cider 7.8 % abv 
Sweet Pete Medium Cider 8.2 % abv 
He emailed me 
"Chris, 
I’m really sorry but we have taken the decision to move away from our cider farm in Llangovan and therefore to stop production of our apple juice 
and ciders.  I apologise for this rather last minute notice but the move away from Wales is coming a lot earlier than we had originally expected. 
Best Wishes, Alan  
Springfield Cider" 
We wish him all the best for the future, and will miss his “high powered cider” 

 

South West, Bob Southwell, (ecosochistoryman@hotmail.co.uk) [28 Sep 2017, 30 Sep 2017] 

Events 
Lostwithiel apple day, Cornwall, Cider pressing displays with 20 ciders, 28

th
 October 

 
There are many other events throughout the South West along very similar lines during October. 
 
National Cider pub of the Year is the Ye Olde Cider Bar (its full name). 
Attended the presentation yesterday with both national officials and local South Devon members. Jon McCool from the Cider Bar was naturally 
delighted and many hours of enjoyment took place. The three certificates are now lined up behind of bar – South Devon Cider Pub of the Year, 
then the South West and finally in prime position is the national award. 
 
National cider and perry judging 
The First stage will take place at the Falmouth Beer Festival in late October with just Devon and Cornwall ciders and already organised with 
Cornwall branch supplying the judges (excellent and knowledgeable last year) 
 
We now need further venues for other ciders and perries in the South West. I am hoping that Bristol will be able to help out with the ciders in late 
March 2018 and Gloucester with the perries. Both have been approached with regard to this. There is a very late fall back with the possibility of 
Chippenham in April. 
 
New producer 
Bearded brewery, Tresawle Farm, St. Mawgan, Cornwall, TRQ 4DZ, 07851 015174 
Product names have hair or moustache names given the hirsute nature of the owner. 

 

Surrey & Sussex, Paul Sanders, (paul.s.sanders@btinternet.com) [29 Sep 2017] 

Cider Pub of the Year 
Working on my branch CPoty, have asked branches in Surrey especially to look for a cider pub, cider has a very low profile there. 
 
Producers 
We have a few smaller producers advertising apple swaps for cider, Trenchmore (Silly Moo) and Village Green.  
 
Branch News 
Not much although I keep asking branches for information and to look out for possible CPoTY 

 

Wessex & Channel Isles, Nigel Firth, (nigelfirth@yahoo.co.uk) [26 Sep 2017] 

Festivals  
The following non-CAMRA Festivals are/were due to sell cider:- 
Lawrence Arms Cider Festival, 63 Lawrence Road, Portsmouth PO5 1NU. 28 July-11 August. 
Fleet Lions Beer Festival, The Harlington, 236 Fleet Road, Fleet, Hampshire, GU51 4BY. 5 August. 
Bankes Arms Beer Festival, The Bankes Arms, Manor Road, Studland, Dorset BH19 3AU. 10-13 August. 
Vibrant Forest Beer Festival, Brockenhurst Village Hall, Highwood Road, Brockenhurst, Hampshire SO42 7RY. 12 August. 
Drusilla's Annual Steam Up & Ale Fest, Drusilla's Inn, Wigbeth, Horton, Dorset BH21 7JH. 18-20 August. 
Turfcutters Arms, East Boldre, Hampshire SO42 7WL. 18-20 August. 
Hamble Point Marina Beer & Cider Festival, School Lane, Hamble-le-Rice, Hampshire SO31 4JD. 25-26 August. 
Tally Ho!, High Street, Broughton, nr Stockbridge, Hampshire SO20 8AA. 25-27 August.  
Black Dog, Winchester Road, Waltham Chase, Hampshire SO32 2LX. 25-28 August. 
South Western Arms, 38-40 Adelaide Road, St. Denys, Southampton, Hampshire SO17 2HW. 25-28 August. 
Tichborne Arms Beer Festival, Tichborne, Nr. Alresford, Hampshire. SO24 0NA. 25-28 August. 
Red Shoot Inn, Tom's Lane, Linwood, New Forest, Hampshire BH24 3QT. 29 Sept - 1Oct. 
Phoenix Beer Festival, The Phoenix Theatre & Arts Centre, Station Road, Bordon, Hampshire GU35 0LR. 30 September. 
Sherfield on Loddon Beer Festival, Sherfield Village Hall, Reading Road, Sherfield on Loddon, Hampshire, RG27 0EZ. 30 September. 
Phyllis Tuckwell Beer Festival, The Empire, High Street, Aldershot, Hampshire GU11 1DJ. 6-7 October. 
Ale-ing Fest, Hayling Island Community Centre, Station Road, Hayling Island, Hampshire PO11 0HB. 6-7 October. 
13th Selborne Zig Zag Festival, Selborne Arms, High Street, Selborne, Hampshire GU34 3JR and in the nearby Village Hall. 6-7 October. 
7th Portsea Island Beer Festival, Groundlings Theatre, 42 Kent Street, Portsea, Portsmouth, Hampshire, PO1 3BS. 13-14 October. 
19th Wickham Charity Beer Festival, The Wickham Centre, Mill Lane, Wickham, Nr. Fareham, Hampshire PO17 5AL. 14 October. 
Four Marks Beer Festival, Four Marks Village Hall, Lymington Bottom, Four Marks (nr Alton), Hampshire GU34 5AA. 21 October.  
Portchester Community Centre Cider & Sausage Festival, Portchester Community Centre, Westlands Grove, Portchester, Hampshire PO16 
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9AD. 21 October. 
Romsey Round Table Beer Festival, Crossfield Hall, Romsey, Hampshire SO51 8GL. 28 October. 
19th Denmead Beer Festival, Denmead Community Centre, School Lane, Denmead, Hampshire, PO7 6LU. 28 October. 
Square & Compass Annual Cider Festival, Square & Compass, Worth Matravers (nr. Swanage), Dorset BH19 3LF. 4 November. 
Barrels & Beer, St Michael Square/Tudor House, Southampton, Hampshire SO14 2AD. 13 November. Guided walk past some of the historic 
pubs past & present of Southampton, ending at The Dancing Man (the historic Grade I listed Wool House) for sampling of beer/mead/cider and 
some snacks. Meet 18:55 for 19:00 set off, 1 hour walk plus 1 hour tasting session. Cost £19.95.  
 
The following CAMRA Festivals are/were due to sell cider:- 
Woolston Beer Festival, Pear Tree Church Hall, Woolston, Southampton, Hampshire SO19 2HA. 29-30 September. 
Weymouth Octoberfest, Weymouth Pavilion Ocean Room, The Esplanade, Weymouth, Dorset, DT4 8ED. 6-7 October. 
9th Hampshire Octoberfest, Cricket & Sports Ground, Fairfields Rd, Basingstoke, Hampshire RG21 3DR. 13-15 October 2017. 
19th Poole Beer Festival, St Aldhelms Centre, Poole Road, Branksome, Dorset BH12 1AD. 
27th & 28th October 2017. 
 
Salisbury 2017. Report from Hilary Bird, with thanks:- 
‘In 2017 the Arts Centre were keen to increase the profile and choice of cider so we advertised the Festival as ‘Salisbury Beerex - Beer & Cider 
Festival’.  We had 15 boxes of cider and had just one of each variety with a minimum choice of 10 different ones at each session. We were 
uncertain how the managing of choice would work but it went very well and I think each session had 12 different ones at one time or another. We 
will probably use the 1 box of each at Beerex 2018 and increase the number.’ 
Ciders and perries were from the following:- Hecks Perry, Nempnett Piglets Perry, Saxby, Dorset Nectar, West Milton, Sandford Orchards, 
Countryman, Green Valley Farm Cyder, Wessex, New Forest, Copse House, Mr Whiteheads, Gwynt y Ddraig, Pilton, Rutts Lane.’ 
 
Other Events:- 
Fratton May Fayre, St Mary’s Church, Fratton Road, Portsmouth, 1 May had ciders from Chucklehead and perries from Gwatkin and Snails 
Bank. 
 
Pub News 
Wessex and CI Branches CPOTY 2017:- 
Heart of Wessex - Unicorn Inn, Bayford, Wincanton, Somerset BA9 9NL - current National CPOTY 
East Dorset - Firkin Shed, 279 Holdenhurst Rd, Bournemouth, Dorset BH8 8BZ 
Salisbury and South Wiltshire - The Cuckoo Inn, Hamptworth Road, Hamptworth, Salisbury, Wiltshire SP5 2DU 
Portsmouth and South East Hampshire - Lawrence Arms, 63 Lawrence Road, Southsea, Portsmouth, Hampshire PO5 1NU 
 
Wessex and CI CPOTY 2017 - Unicorn, Bayford, Wincanton - Heart Of Wessex 
National CPOTY 2016 - The Unicorn Inn, Bayford, Wincanton. 2016 was the third time in 9 years that the pub I chose as Wessex and CI Regional 
CPOTY had gone on to win the National title, after the Square and Compass at Worth Matravers and the Castle Inn, West Lulworth.   
 
New Inn, Windsor Castle, both in Gosport now selling real cider.   
 
Portsmouth and South East Hampshire Branch CPOTY 2016, Leopold Tavern, Portsmouth, closed in February 2017 owing to a massive rent rise 
from Ei/Enterprise.    
 
Producer News  
Mr Whiteheads Cider Company source apples from local orchards such as the Blackmoor Farm Estate in Selborne and Hill Farm in Swanmore, 
and also have 5000 of their own trees, having planted 1250 a year for the past four years. They have orchard room for another 1000 trees, so 
when they’re all planted and matured in 3-4 years’ time they will own 6000 trees, which will produce about 100 tonnes of apples a year.  
Another source of apples for Mr Whitehead’s is the public, who donated 40 tonnes of fruit last year from private gardens, and in return they were 
provided with free cider and apple juice.   
 
Branch News 
The 22nd Portsmouth Cider Crawl (9

th
 Summer Crawl) took place on Saturday 18 July 2016. Twelve people spent nine hours visiting eight pubs.   

On the 22 Portsmouth cider crawls we have visited 32 different real cider pubs - IKB, Tap, King Street Tavern, Hole In The Wall, Barley Mow, 
Florence Arms, Apsley House, Sir Loin of Beef, Eastney Cellars, Old Oyster House, Cider House, Taswell Arms, Eastfield Hotel, Artillery Arms, 
Leopold, White Swan, Eldon Arms, Wine Vaults, Lord Palmerston, Goose At The V&A, Lawrence, Old House At Home, Eastney Tavern, Globe 
Inn (ex-Fat Fox), Fawcett Inn, Jean Jacques, Nell Gwynne, Phoenix, Froddington Arms, Trafalgar, Wave Maiden and Northcote, plus the Portsea 
Island Beer Festival and Portsmouth University Students Union Bar, and a lot of these still sell real cider. 
 
Branch Cider Reps:-  
Steve Garrett (new Rep), Salisbury and South Wiltshire.  
Jez Howat, professional cidermaker, proprietor of 146 Cider Company, South Hampshire. 
Alex Bardswell, West Dorset 
 
Wessex Region Database of cider producers, as below:-  
Hampshire 
Mr Whiteheads Cider Company, Colemore, Alton, Hampshire  
New Forest Cider, Burley, Hampshire 
146 Cider Company, Hedge End, Hampshire 
Meon Valley Cider, West Meon, Hampshire 
Chalkdown Cider, Andover Down, Hampshire 
Shiny Barrel, Aldershot, Hampshire 
 
Isle of Wight 
Brickfield Equestrian Centre, Binstead, Isle of Wight – Not sure if still producing 
 
Dorset 
Castle Cider (Dorset Honey and Cider Co), Whitchurch Canonicorum, Bridport, Dorset.  
Cider By Rosie, Winterborne Houghton, Dorset 
Kingcombe Valley Cider, Dorset   
Lulworth Skipper, Wareham, Dorset 
Dorset Piddle Brewery, Piddlehinton, Dorchester, Dorset – Do not produce their own cider, obtained from Mark Rogers of Muckleford, Dorset 
and re-badged Ciddle Cider.  
Dorset Brewing Company, Dorchester, Dorset – Same arrangement as for Dorset Piddle Brewery but use Purbeck Cider Company. 
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Dorset Nectar, Waytown, Bridport, Dorset 
Marshwood Vale Cider, Bettiscombe, Bridport, Dorset 
Twisted Cider, Longburton, Dorset 
Bo Bridles Cider, Stour Row, Shaftesbury, Dorset – Also produce a perry. 
West Milton Cider Co, West Milton, Bridport, Dorset 
Purbeck Cider Company, Kingston, Wareham, Dorset 
Lawrence’s Cider, Corton Denham, Sherborne, Dorset 
Dorset Orchards, Bridport, Dorset – Owned by Palmers Brewery in association with Sheppy’s 
Copse House Cider, Sandley, Dorset 
Cranborne Chase Cider, Blandford Forum, Dorset 
Talbot Harris Cider, Burton Bradstock, Bridport, Dorset 
Twinways Cyder/Rogers’ Cider, Melplash, Bridport, Dorset  
Dorset Star, Chalmington, near Dorchester, Dorset 
Sherborne Cider, Sherborne, Dorset 
 
Wiltshire 
Wessex Cider, Fifield Bavant, Wiltshire 
 
I believe Godshill Cider, Isle of Wight, filter their cider. 
 
Place of Interest  
Mill House Cider and Clock Museum, Owermoigne, near Dorchester, Dorset. 
 
Many thanks to Dickie Hambridge, Alex Bardswell, Jam Well, Andy Brown, Tony Egerton, Paul Smith, Graeme Hilton, Jez Howat, Dave Atkins, 
Martyn Constable, Jim Howes and Southern Hampshire CAMRA branch for information, and Mike Ward and Paul Smith for cider pub surveys. 

 

West Midlands, Sally Lavender & Jules Evans, (sally.lavender@virgin.net and jeffandjules@aol.com) [24 Sep 2017] 

Events for October Cider Month 
Birmingham Branch – Branch Meeting with Cider Speed Tasting – October 5th 
Stourbridge Branch – Cider Crawl of Branch Pubs – 14

th
 October 

Wolverhampton branch – Cider Trip 14
th
 October 

Stoke and Birmingham Beers Festivals with well stocked cider bars 
 
Cider Pub of the Year 
We were delighted to hear that the King’s Ditch was a finalist again 
 
Producers 
Wyre Forest Branch reported a new Worcestershire producer.  Image attached – Fletchers Cider.  I have tried to 
make contact, no reply yet. 
 
Branch News 
Wyre Forest Branch have reported that they intend to nominate a cider pub of the year for the first time in 2018 
Bromsgrove Branch have reported that after several years with pubs supplying poor quality fruit ciders ONLY, 
they feel they may have a suitable nomination this time.   

 

West Pennines, Vanessa Gledhill, (vanessa.gledhill@yahoo.co.uk) [28 Sep 2017] 

Events 
Solway Branch Carlisle Beer Festival (Solway CAMRA) - 2-4 November. Planning for the festival is well under way. Number of Ciders being 
stocked will be 7 plus one Perry. The aim for this year is to have as wide a range as is possible with such a small number. So far have confirmed 
Waulkmill’s Crusty Marra and Santa Skein Dhu. Looking to order one perry and another 5 ciders. Will have one fruity (potentially Rhubarb), and 
possibly Countryman’s CAMRA 2017 Gold cider. 
Isle of Man Branch – We have just had the Isle of Man Food & Drink Festival - showcasing Manx produce. 
In the beer tent, apart from 26 pumps offering local beer, we had all 3 ciders on hand-pump from Manx Cider Company, plus the latest in bottle 
from Apple Orphanage (their best yet, IMHO). Unfortunately it's carbonated, and only in bottles. 
The Apple Orphanage take in surplus apples (and other fruit), and turn it into juice, presse, and cider. People who "donate" fruit get a certain 
percentage back in juice, etc. 
Previous ciders were "Rogue" and "Baron". This year's is called "Wizard". 
Furness branch We had 24 different ciders and perries at Ulverston at the beginning of the month. Our cider of the festival was Farmer Jim’s 
Copper Top. 
 
Pubs 
Isle of Man Branch On the general front, during TT and the Manx Grand Prix, there were the usual extra pubs serving real cider. 
Shame it only lasts for a week or two 
 
Solway Branch 

  301 Miles to London, Carlisle Railway Station – recently began selling 1 real cider. For the moment seems to be the same one – 
Lilley’s, Lemon & Lime. On hand pump. 

 Dockray Hall, Penrith – selling Orchard Pig, Reveller off hand pump 

 Board & Elbow, Penrith – selling bottled Orchard Pig, Hogfather 

 Angel Inn, Alston – selling Westons, Wylde Wood Organic cider BiB 

 Fat Gadgie, Carlisle have been selling a changing cider (recently Waulkmill) since they opened in May. Recently had a conversation 
with the Landlord who says that that real cider is not selling too well compared with the other pub that he runs (Kings Head, Carlisle). 
The two, although not far apart do have different clientele – the Kings Head is a pub in the more traditional sense of the word whereas 
The Fat Gadgie is more of a bar and is surrounded by bars as opposed to pubs. The difference in sales is enough for them to be 
considering stopping selling the Real Cider in the Fat Gadgie. I suggested that it may be worth trying a different style of cider such as 
something fruity which may appeal more to the type of clientele in the Fat Gadgie.  

 Drovers Rest, Monkhill are hoping to be able to keep 2 ciders on throughout the winter months (would normally drop down to 1). They 
will be monitoring the sales of this and will keep reviewing. 

 On a recent visit Cumberland Inn, Alston were stocking 4 different ciders. Including Weymouth Cider, Bootleg Moonshine and Gwynt Y 
Ddraig, Dancing Dog. 

 
Branch News 
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Solway Branch – JS is hoping to visit most of the pubs reported to have real cider on sale in coming Ale Trails so will hopefully have confirmation 
of whether or not they are selling cider soon. 
 
Other News 
Lunesdale, Blackpool, Fylde and Wyre, Central Lancs, East Lancs, Westmorland and West Cumbria branches have nothing to report. 
Thanks very much to Julie Smithson and Kevin Garrad, of Solway and IOM branches respectively, for their detailed reports. 

 

Yorkshire, Christine Jane, (janicejaneuk@yahoo.co.uk) [21 Sep 2017, updated 27 Sep 2017, updated 1 Oct 2017] 

Apparently Scarborough Branch have requested that Kevin the RD present The Stumble Inn with their certificates sometime during their beer 
festival, probably 14th October. This follows a period when neither they or The Stumble Inn were communicating with me. I did offer the following 
weekend after 28th October as I was still able to present the certificate and keep travel costs down. I have emailed the regional secretary Alan 
Canvess but have not yet had a response ( his email server appears to reject my emails) The reason for rejecting 28 October is that the licensee 
of The Stumble Inn will be on a trip to Theakston brewery along with other branch members involved in their beer festival. 

 


