
 

3: Pubs and Local Plans  

 

By and large, our planning system has long offered a good deal of protection to the country’s 
pubs. Without these safeguards, the future for our already depleted pub stock hardly bears 
thinking about. Before the COVID-19 crisis, changes to the planning system seemed to have 
made a difference with the rate of pub losses slowing in the past few years.  
 
CAMRA is keen to ensure that existing premises are protected so that the trade can recover 
to pre-lockdown levels. The development of Local Plans is one area that has great potential 
for policies which are supportive of pubs. 
 
Pubs and Local Plans 
 

The 2012 National Planning Policy Framework was a real game-changer for pub protection 
in England with various policies recognising the value of pubs as both community and 
heritage assets. What is now paragraph 92 has been especially important in helping guard 
against the loss of valued community pubs. 
 
The expectation, of course, is that in due course all Local Plans will come into line with NPPF 
policies – with the latter, in the meantime, taking precedence where existing Plans are in 
conflict or silent. 
 

CAMRA has, unsurprisingly, been very keen to 
encourage LPAs to adopt Local Plan policies 
that reflect and build on those from national 
level. To this end we have developed a model 
planning policy that is particularly relevant 
when an LPA is in the process of revising its 
Plan. 
 
In 2018, we carried out an exercise to rate the 
Plans of all LPAs in England on how well we 
felt they offered appropriate protection to 
valued pubs. Each Plan was given a ranking 
of Excellent, Good, Room for Improvement or 
Poor, based on the criteria you can see here. 
The results of the exercise can be found here. 
 

The aim of the exercise is to be positive and to achieve improved protection for our pubs 
and we want to work constructively with LPAs wherever we can. 
 
We would be grateful for feedback from LPAs on these assessments. We are conscious that 
our snapshot judgements may well not tell the full story, especially 
where LPAs are actively reviewing their Plans or intend to change 
relevant policies at the next opportunity. If you consider that our 
ranking is inaccurate or unfair to your authority, do please let us know 
– paul.ainsworth@camra.org.uk  
 

SPOTLIGHT ON:  

Chesterfield Borough Council 

 
We recently rated the Local Plan in place in 
Chesterfield as Excellent, based on the 
protections in place for pubs. In line with our 
criteria the Plan explicitly lists pubs as a type of 
social infrastructure and states that these assets 
must be protected and enhanced wherever 
practical. 
 
It also prevents redevelopment except in specific 
circumstances where the community would not be 
harmed by the loss. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-planning-policy-framework/8-promoting-healthy-and-safe-communities
https://camra.org.uk/campaign_resources/camra-model-planning-policy/
https://camra.org.uk/campaign_resources/camra-model-planning-policy/
https://camra.org.uk/campaign_resources/local-plan-toolkit/
https://camra.org.uk/campaign_resources/local-plan-rankings-document/
mailto:paul.ainsworth@camra.org.uk
https://www.chesterfield.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy-and-the-local-plan/current-local-plan.aspx

