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Preface
Planning a wedding can be a lot harder than it first appears, 

especially seeing as though it’s not something we all have an 

innate talent for. However, with this ebook, we hope to help you 

with the entire planning process; from the post-engagement 

brainstorming until the final “I do” moment. Our objective is to 

provide you with some of our top tips for planning the bespoke 

wedding you’ve always dreamed of.

With these eight simple steps you can put your doubts to rest 

and begin  enjoying each phase of the experience you’re about 

to embark on.  So be sure to start off on the right foot: approach 

each important decision with the advice from the wedding 

experts at Zankyou. 
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So your partner has asked for your hand in marriage, everything went just 

as you’d hoped and you’re looking forward to marrying the love of your life.  

Now a long road of wedding planning lies ahead of you. There are many 

things to think about, but to make the process easier for you, we’ve identified 

10 key lists that every bride must make before walking down the aisle. Grab 

your journal and take note! 

1. List of expectations

Without a doubt, this is the list you must begin with. We recommend that you write down 

everything you want from your wedding day. It does not need to be very detailed, you will only 

need to write this list to shape the organisation of your wedding. Write down what you would like 

to include on your special day to be able to organise every aspect step by step.

1

G E T T I N G  S TA RT E D
10 essential lists that you must make
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2. Guest List

The approximate number of guests is the one 

thing that you must know in order to choose the 

venue, hire the caterer, decide what to serve at 

the open bar, etc. Start by writing the names of 

relatives and friends then end with colleagues 

or acquaintances. Also, remember to include 

their plus ones. When you think you have 

finished, go through the list and start crossing 

out those who you do not consider as important 

to have there on your big day.

3. List of venues

After the guest list, the choice of venue is the 

first decision you need to make. From there, 

you will begin to plan everything else, such 

as the menu, entertainment, ceremony and 

decorations. Make a list of the places that 

you have always dreamed of and write the 

pros and cons next to each one. This will help 

you decide!

4. List of wedding dresses

This is one of the toughest decisions that you 

will have to make. Take your notebook and 

write down how you would like your dress 

to be, every little detail and the brands that 

best suit this idea. Decide on a price range 

that you can afford and begin to eliminate 

according to your tastes. Decide on three or 

four designs and request an appointment to 

try them on.

https://www.zankyou.co.uk/p/5-tips-for-choosing-the-perfect-wedding-dress
https://www.zankyou.co.uk/p/5-tips-for-choosing-the-perfect-wedding-dress
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5. List of suppliers

You will have to write down each and every 

one of the providers that you will want for 

your wedding: florists, musicians, wedding 

planner, photographers, event designers, 

etc. List several suppliers in each category 

that you have always admired. This will make 

it easier for you to make the right selection of 

suppliers.

6. List of things to do

Write down every decision you have been 

making and the appointments you have 

been booking. A personal journal is the best 

solution to ensure you do not miss any of the 

things you need to do and have everything 

under control.

7. List of payments

It’s important that you make a list of the payments 

you have made and those that are pending. This will 

make it easier for you when balancing your accounts 

to see what you have spent and the remaining 

available budget. Better to have everything in check.
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8. List of photos you want to take

Once you have selected your wedding 

photographer, decide according to your style 

the type of photographs you want taken on 

your wedding day. Choose the places where 

you want your photographer to take your 

wedding photos to make everything easier 

for both them and you. 

9. List of personal things to bring 

to the venue

You should prepare a small bag with personal 

items that you may need once at the venue: 

Makeup to touch up, flat shoes, tissues, 

perfume, deodorant… the basic things that 

you ought not forget. Write them down 

ahead of time because you don’t want to 

forget closer to the event due to nerves.

10. Gift List

A wedding registry is the perfect way for 

your guests to give you a gift. With Zankyou 

you can create your wedding gift list and a 

wedding website and benefit from the many 

advantages of a cash wedding gift list.

https://www.zankyou.co.uk/p/how-to-choose-a-wedding-photographer-in-5-easy-steps
https://www.zankyou.co.uk/p/how-to-choose-a-wedding-photographer-in-5-easy-steps
 https://www.zankyou.co.uk/p/5-reasons-to-choose-an-online-wedding-gift-list
 https://www.zankyou.co.uk/p/5-reasons-to-choose-an-online-wedding-gift-list
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It is likely that when thinking about planning your wedding, you’re not exactly 

sure where to begin. Thanks to these Zankyou tips, you can put pen to paper 

and begin the process of planning your perfect wedding. 

1. The dream wedding

One of the first things you have to do is talk to each other. It’s important that you and your partner 

be honest with each other and ask yourselves if you want an intimate, family-only wedding or an 

elaborate affair; whether you want to stay traditional and classic or be original and daring. There 

are a lot of options to choose from, so take some time to think about it and when you have a clear 

idea, start planning. Stay true to your decision throughout the planning and don’t let anyone 

change your mind. There will be many who will share their opinions with you and it can be good 

to listen to advice from others, but be sure not to forget your goal, it’s your dream wedding not 

theirs.

2

P L A N N I N G
 8 tips to organise a perfect wedding
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2. Setting a budget

Although this will not be your final cost, it is 

essential that you make an estimated budget and 

that you stick to it while planning. Try to keep 

your accounts balanced and your expenses as 

controlled as possible. You can use an excel sheet 

to display all your expenses in a more organised 

way. Record the costs for all the suppliers that 

you are interested in, this will help you choose the 

perfect one for your wedding.

3. The final guest list

The best thing is for each of you to make a guest 

list and then combine them later. Your individual 

lists should be reviewed together so that you can 

choose which guests will make your final list. The 

final guest list must be one you are both happy with 

and also one that your budget will accommodate. 

The best thing to do is to invite only those who you 

really want to be there, but it is understandable 

that there are certain “obligatory guests” that you 

can not ignore.

4. Finding the venue

It is the first thing you begin to search for and it is 

one of the most complicated things to find, especially 

if you don’t know what type of venue you want. A 

ballroom, a hotel, a barn or a private estate? There 

are so many to choose from! To keep your search 

organised, it is best to make a list of each venue 

you visit, detailing the names, capacity, conditions, 

budget and your all-important impressions. This list 

will make it easier to eliminate venues and find the 

perfect one for you.
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5. Finding the perfect dress

This is one of the most exciting wedding tasks for 

most brides.  The best thing is for you is to soak up 

all the current bridal trends and begin picking up 

ideas, styles or designs that you like. It’s hard to 

find the perfect dress instantly, so don’t rush into 

buying one unless you are completely sure it is the 

one. Don’t go with too many people when you go 

dress shopping, the fewer people the better.

6. A personal and unique wedding
 
When planning a wedding, there are many things 

you have to look for.  Therefore, it would be best 

to hire the help of professionals such as wedding 

planners who can create a unique, original and 

stylish wedding for you. The planning of a wedding 

requires many hours of dedication and this is the 

best decision to take away your worries.

7. Planning is a matter for two

It is important that you both be aware that planning 

a wedding is a task to share equally. While it is 

true that brides tend to be the ones who carry the 

greatest weight of the planning, the groom must 

be a participant, be involved and contribute ideas, 

since he is the groom. 

8. Plan with time

The norm is to begin planning a wedding a year 

before the date but it can also be done in a few 

months. Our advice is that in order to feel less 

stressed, it is best to start planning as far in advance 

as possible. Try to enjoy this phase and take it as 

being a part of the wedding.
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A year before

Choose the date, type of ceremony, banquet, and budget.

Start making a guest list.

It is the perfect time to hire a Wedding Planner.

Nine months before

Confirm the date and reserve the place for the ceremony and reception.

Ask for an appointment to try on wedding dresses.

Contact all the suppliers that you will need.

3

C A L E N DA R
Month-by-month planning for your wedding
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Six months before

Define the theme and style of your wedding.

Confirm your wedding dress.

Start planning the honeymoon.

Prepare the invitations.

Create a Wedding Registry. 

Four months before

Define the details with all your suppliers: 

caterer, photographer, florist, decorator, 

musicians or DJ ... Start sending out wedding 

invitations.

Three months before

Confirm the wedding cake and the gifts for 

your guests.

Hire entertainers for the children and DJ for 

the dance.

Buy the wedding rings and try on the shoes.

A month before

Book a wedding makeup and hair trial.

Make sure your witnesses are 100% ready 

and know the readings they will be reading.

Select a final appointment to test the wedding 

menu.

Have fun and forget the stress at your hen 

party with your friends.
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Three weeks before

Go for the beauty treatments you need: facials, 

exfoliation and deep hydrating massage...

It’s time to try on your wedding dress with all 

the accessories for the last time!

One week before

Don’t forget about hair removal.

Walk around the house with your wedding 

shoes on so you can break them in.

Prepare the last details of the honeymoon.

The day before

If you have followed all the previous steps, today 

you will only have to take care of the small details. 

The most important thing is that you sleep very 

well: tomorrow is your big day, you have to be on 

top form!
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One of the tasks that you have to do at the start of the whole wedding planning 

process is to make your guest list and budget yourself. Here are some tips to 

help you do it:

1. Establish a budget

The amount of money you want to and are able to spend on your wedding will give you a 

clearer idea on   the number of guests that you will be able to invite on your big day. Do not try 

to achieve the impossible nor spend more money than you have, it is better to choose a select 

number of people to accompany you on that special day.

4

G U E S T S  &  B U D G E T
Define your guest list and your budget
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2. Family first (only the closest ones)

The best thing to do is to spend time thinking 

and making a list of the relatives who will go the 

wedding. Top tip: Think of those who have been 

fundamental in your life and do not let yourself 

be overwhelmed by family pressure, or else you 

will end up inviting more people than you wanted 

to, and who are not actually part of your life at 

present.

3. Goodbye ‘acquaintances’
 
It is certain that you will have many friends with 

whom at a certain time you were very friendly but 

the relationship now is almost nonexistent. A friend 

from university who you haven’t seen for eight 

years... why invite him/her? What about that old 

friend who you had a massive falling out with?.. it 

may be best if they don’t come to your wedding. It 

is the most important day of your life, so you must 

surround yourself with positive people, who love 

you and who have waited for your wedding day to 

show you just how much they love you.

4. Be careful with the ‘plus ones’

In the process of creating the guest list, make it 

very clear the maximum number of companions a 

guest can bring. The most usual thing is that guests 

come accompanied by their partner. Also, if you do 

not want children in attendance, make it clear from 

the beginning.
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5. Create categories

As a last step, you can create categories 

of your guests: family, closest friends and 

the not-as-close friends, co-workers, etc. 

Although it seems strange, this step will 

allow you to have a more detailed picture 

of who must be invited to the wedding, and 

if needs be, which names could be erased. 

6. Don’t be afraid of looking 

bad! 

Seriously, do not fear that you are doing 

anything wrong. Just make sure that those 

100, 200 or 300 people are the ones that 

you always wanted to see on that long-

awaited date. Now that you have created 

the guest list, design your Zankyou 

wedding website! In it you can publish all 

your wedding updates so that your guests 

can follow every detail.

https://www.zankyou.com/uk/wedding-website
https://www.zankyou.com/uk/wedding-website
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It’s more than likely that you want your wedding to be different from anyone 

else’s and you are looking to create a celebration full of unique and stylish 

details. Do you have any idea of   how to start designing your event? If it’s 

inspiration you are searching for, take a look at these innovative ideas that 

we have compiled; take note of recent trends.

The new Top Table

A trend has returned that has broken the rigidity of protocol and has gone back to the thinking 

of weddings as eminently family events: the traditional long tables have come back to seat all 

the guests together, as if it were a Mediterranean family reunion. The keys of its aesthetics? In 

light tones, rectangular shape, with colourful flowers as the protagonists and chairs without 

covers. It certainly eradicates the stress of having to think about the placement of the different 

tables or how to seat certain guests.

5

P E R S O N A L I S AT I O N
Details to make your wedding unique

https://www.zankyou.co.uk/p/10-inventive-ways-to-personalise-your-wedding-be-fun-quirky-and-creative
https://www.zankyou.co.uk/p/10-inventive-ways-to-personalise-your-wedding-be-fun-quirky-and-creative
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Beauty for your guests

Otherwise known as a beauty corner, which will 

delight your female guests. It is about having a 

corner dedicated to beauty in which one can 

touch up their makeup and hairstyle during 

the cocktail or dinner, either in a charming 

corner in the garden or side room, or adapting 

an area within the bathroom. If you’re looking 

to impress, you can even go as far as to hire a 

professional makeup artist to work through the 

event.

Tipis at outdoor weddings

I’m sure you’ll be familiar with a tipi or teepee, 

these indigenous-style tents used for outdoor 

events. These very tents have burst into the 

world of wedding planning and are used to put 

a stylish and fresh touch into the decoration 

of your wedding. You can place them in the 

garden to create a cosy chill out corner, create 

a backdrop for a different type of photoshoot 

or to set up a play area for the little ones.

Your Wedding, live 

A great event like your wedding deserves a 

special hashtag. This allows your guests to tag 

and broadcast the event live so all your friends 

on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram can follow 

the ceremony and have access to the collection of 

photos of your wedding. A blackboard, a picture 

inside an old photo frame or different wooden 

signs distributed around a garden are some 

beautiful and creative ideas to share your wedding 

hashtags with your guests.
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Calligraphy and Lettering  

The art of writing or drawing letters, words or 

phrases is more fashionable than ever. The recent 

trends include personalising invitations, name 

cards, programs or menus with features made 

carefully by hand, sometimes accompanied by 

watercolor illustrations, following the same theme 

or colour scheme. It is a lovely idea through which 

you will differentiate yourself from the rest and 

give a very personal touch to all the details of 

your wedding stationery.

An original photo shoot
 
Create a unique setting for you to enjoy with your 

guests by making photos, adding your personal 

and unique touch with unusual objects such 

as scaffolding, pallets, retro wallpaper, antique 

furniture, garden gates...

Romance in its purest state

The style of the moment is Romantic and Idyllic, 

with a certain decadent touch that fills the 

corners of a secret garden; where wildflowers, 

moss, hydrangeas, roses, green and blue tones 

and insects take over; adding to the rustic-chic 

aesthetic with bales of straw, wooden details, 

gypsophila paniculata and lavender, so fashionable 

they last seasons.
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Food of the world

If you want a celebration in which the 

guests have an alternative to the traditional 

wedding menu and the freedom to choose 

and combine different dishes, a great idea 

is to   have food stalls from different parts 

of the world. Wok, pasta, sushi, traditional 

sweets, barbecue, salads... A simple and 

original concept where your guests can 

taste delicious dishes from other cultures, 

and one that will undoubtedly be a hit at 

your wedding.

Charming corners

With family photographs, flowers, personal 

memories, antique furniture or special 

objects, it is possible to create still lifes full 

of charm to decorate different corners 

of the celebration. For example, at the 

entrance, the seating area or the space 

where the actual ceremony will take place.
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Deciding the music to play at your wedding is not an easy task but it is a 

fundamental part; the songs that you choose will accompany all the most 

important moments of your day. A good choice of songs can add emotion 

to certain parts of the event; it can create romance and add to the overall 

enjoyment. Therefore, it is important to take your song choices into account 

in the planning and to think about the playlist in detail in order to create 

special moments and memories for you, the couple, and the guests. Here is a 

list of songs that have proven to be a hit during weddings, from ceremony to 

reception:

6

P L AY L I S T
Our music selection for your big day

Click here to play

https://www.zankyou.co.uk/p/the-songs-that-you-absolutely-cannot-leave-off-your-wedding-playlist
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Deciding whether to hold a civil or religious wedding, finding the venue, 

choosing the wedding dress... These are the first things that all couples 

consider when they decide to get married, but have you also thought about 

how to thank your guests for sharing your day with you? They’ve made 

the effort to be present on your special day and it is always nice to show 

your appreciation. The organisation of the wedding is difficult enough, so the 

team at Zankyou offer below the most original ideas to thank your guests for 

joining you on your big day.

7

T H A N K I N G
Favors and messages for your guests

https://www.zankyou.co.uk/g/wedding-favours-cute-and-original-gift-ideas-for-your-guests
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Written messages

A great idea is to thank your guests with details 

that will surprise them and that are personalised. 

And what better way to do it than through a written 

message? Yes, in a unique way! For example, create 

napkins with phrases that you will place on the 

tables of the banquet, boxes of chocolates with a 

thank you note on the pick ’n’ mix table ... You can 

also incorporate thank you cards in the decoration 

of the wedding; on boards, mirrors and wooden 

features, for example, placing “welcome to the 

wedding” and “thank you for coming” cards!

 

Here’s another alternative: having made your 

free wedding website with Zankyou, when 

the wedding is over, you can dedicate a few nice 

words to your guests on the web to thank them 

for accompanying you on such a day. You can 

also use the photographs that you take with the 

guests on the day to send them a personalised and 

handwritten message.

Original videos or funny dances
 
You can also make a video thanking all your friends 

and family for coming to your wedding, screening it 

during the big day. It will certainly delight everyone 

there. 

Or what about a flash mob? Many guests have done 

one to surprise the couple, but why not do it the 

other way around and prepare a fun flash mob for 

them?

https://www.zankyou.com/uk/wedding-website
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Dedicate a song

There is no better way to thank your guests 

for their attendance than dedicating songs 

to them; ones that remind you of them 

and that are special for you. And if you 

do not find any song that suits what you 

are looking for, you can compose one 

yourself! It is difficult, but very clever. But 

if singing is not your thing, don’t worry, 

you can create a CD with musical themes 

selected by you for all the guests, it is a 

personal and practical gift!

 

Gifts you never imagined

As we’ve said, there is no better way to 

thank your guests than to prepare a small 

gift for them. The most chic couple may 

opt for a sackcloth with a typical product 

from their hometown inside, a small jar 

of homemade jam, scented candles, cups 

with messages, a small plant, etc. Your 

guests will love it! Another idea is to place 

a wooden table in the room with little gifts 

that each guest can decorate themselves.
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A few weeks remain before you have to walk down the aisle and we know that 

stress will begin to take over you. So here we give you the best tips to help 

avoid those last minute nerves before the wedding. We understand what you 

are going through, huge plans, pending tasks, awaiting guest confirmations, 

losing those last few pounds to fit comfortably into your dress and a thousand 

other “little” things, so we leave you with a few handy tips to help you along 

the journey.

8

E N J OY  I T
How to relax and live in the moment
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1. Think about what you want and 
make it happen

Given such an important day, the fundamental 

thing is that you think about what you really 

want on the day. It may be the case that you end 

up planning a wedding that costs you thousands of 

pounds, although you had imagined an intimate and 

very casual day. So analyse your desires properly, 

your fundamentals and all the particularities that 

you want to experience on that magical date. Once 

you have decided, do everything that is within your 

power (be careful not to overdo it) to make those 

dreams come true.

2. Ask for help
 
The wedding does not have to be organised by you 

alone. Apart from your partner of course, you can 

also ask for help from your family, friends and of 

course your wedding planner. More importantly 

perhaps is accept the help when it is offered, 

however much you want to control everything, 

you should not take on 100% of the responsibility 

for the organisation of your wedding. If you are 

prone to feel overwhelmed, you have a lot of work 

or you’re not the best with time management, it is 

best to delegate responsibilities. We promise you 

that you will enjoy your wedding planning process 

so much more.
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3. Exercise

As much as you may want to avoid it, physical 

activity helps you filter out all the stress that 

you will experience due to the wedding. To avoid 

anxiety, you only need to take half an hour to do 

whichever form of exercise you like the most: 

walking, running, yoga, zumba, weights... The point 

is that you will be able to funnel all those emotions 

towards physical activities, contributing to both 

better mental and physical health.

4. Don’t set out to do the impossible

If you have a limited budget for the wedding, then 

the smart thing to do is to stay within your 

means. If you have written down an endless list of 

services to hire, these can generate stress simply 

by thinking about how to pay for them. The best 

thing to do is to adjust the amount of services you 

hire and think outside the box, generate a theme 

where your originality can still shine through with 

fewer contracted services. Remember, a big and 

expensive wedding is not the only option!

5. Don’t let yourself be influenced

It’s true that when planning for the wedding, many 

will want to have a say in the decision making 

process. Let them voice their opinion, but do not 

let them make you doubt what you have chosen 

for your big day. Remember that for such an 

important date only you and your partner count, 

so if you want to wear a colourful wedding dress, 

or if you want to walk down the aisle alone... Do it! 

Think about how in a few years you will remember 

your wedding, you do not want to have any regrets.
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6. Take some time for yourself

Try not to think about your wedding 24 

hours a day, because the only thing you will 

achieve is stressing yourself out a thousand 

times more. The best thing to do is to set aside 

a moment of your day where you do what you 

like most: reading, listening to music, having a 

coffee with your friends, walking around your 

favourite shopping centre or museum. Do 

whatever you need to do to clear your mind 

and not concentrate on the hundreds of plans 

that lie ahead.

7. Plan “B”

Never stay “married” to the same precise 

idea you may have originally had for your 

wedding, as there may always be unforeseen 

circumstances that force changes: bad 

weather, absence of relatives, etc. The best 

option is to have two possible action plans, 

that will always give you a margin of maneuver 

to think about your wedding in an efficient way 

and without anxiety!

8. Have fun!

Before the big day, the most human thing to 

feel is that pre-wedding anxiety; however, 

what we recommend is that you opt to have 

fun at this time. Think that you will only get 

married once in a lifetime, so take advantage 

of this stage of commitment to fall deeper 

in love, dream about your wedding and live 

every second before becoming married. If you 

choose to do this instead, then you can say 

goodbye to stress. Guaranteed!

https://www.zankyou.co.uk/p/when-guests-dont-rsvp-tips-to-help-you-26028
https://www.zankyou.co.uk/p/when-guests-dont-rsvp-tips-to-help-you-26028

